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CHAITER I 

ND losi&s helde the Feast of the Passeover in lDaiuhuoliUK»'J 
lerusalem unto his Lord, and offered the Passe- ^^l^^ 
over the fourteenth day of the first moneth : 
having set the Priests according to their daily 
courses, being arayed in long garments, in the 
Temple of the Lord. And hee spake unto the 
Levites the holy ministers of Israel, that they 
should hallow themselves unto the Lord, to set 
the holy Arke of the Lord, in the house that 
king Solomon the sonne of David had built .- and said. Ye shall no 
more beare the Arke upon your shoulders : now therefore serve 
the Lord your God, and minister unto his people Israel, and prepare 
you after your families and kinreds. According as David the king 
of Israel prescribed, and according to the magnificence of Solomon 
his sonne : and standing in the Temple according to the several! 
dignitie of the families of you the Levites, who minister in the 
presence of your brethren the children of Israel. Offer the Passe- 
over in order, and make ready the sacrifices for your brethren, and 
keepe the Passeover according to the commaundement of the 
Lord, which was given imto Moysea. And unto the people that A gre»t Pmi 
was found there, losias gave thirtie thousand lambes, and kids, "''" '' '■^l''- 
and three thousand calves: these things were given of the kings 
allowance, according as hee promised to the people, to the Priesles, 
and to the Levites, And Helkias, Zacharias, and Sielus the gover- 
nours of the Temple, gave to the Priests for the Passeover, two 
thousand and sixe hundred sheepe, and three hundrcth calves. 
And lechonias, and Samaias, and Nathanael his brother, and Assa- 
bias, and Ochiel, and loram captalnes over thousands, gave to the 
Levites for the Passeover five thousand sheepe, and seven hundreth 
calves. And when these things were done, the Priests and Levites 
havings the unleavened bread, stood in very comely order according 
to the kinreds, and according to the severall dignities of the fathers, 
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I. ESDRAS 

CHAPTER before the people, to offer to the Lord, as it is written in the booke 
of Moyses ; And thus did they in the morning. And they rested 
the Passeover with fire, as appertaineth : as for the sacrifices, they 
sodde them in brasse pots, and pannes with a good savour. And 
set them before all the people, and afterward they prepared for 
themselves, and for the Priests their brethren the sonnes of Aaron. 
For the Priests offered the fat untill night : and the Levites pre- 
pared for themselves, and the Priests their brethren the sonnes of 
Aaron. The holy Singers also, the soimes of Asaph, were in their 
order, according to the appointment of David, to wit, Asaph, 
Zacharias, and leduthun, who was of the kings retinue. Moreover 
the porters were at every gate : it was not lawfull for any to goe 
from his ordinary service : for their brethren the Levites prepared 
for them. Thus were the things that belonged to the sacrifices 
of the Lord accomplished in that day, that they might hold the 
Passeover, and offer sacrifices upon the altar of the Lord, accord- 
ing to the commandement of king losias. So the children of 
Israel whieh were present, held the Passeover at that time, and 
the feast of sweet bread seven dajes. And such a Passeover was 
not kept in Israel since the time of the Prophet Samuel. Yea all 
the kings of Israel held not such a Passeover as losias, and the 
Priests and the Levites, and the lewes held with all Israel that 
were found dwelling at lerusalem. In the eighteenth yeere of the 
reigne of losias was this Passeover kept. And the workes of 
losias were upright before his Lord with an heart full of godli- 
nesse. As for the things that came to passe in his time, they were 
written in former times, concerning those that sinned, and did 
wickedly against the Lord above all people and kingdomes, and 
how they grieved him exceedingly, so that the words of the Lord 
rose up against Israel. Now after all these acts of losias, it came 
to passe that Pharao the king of Egypt came to raise warre at 
Carchamis upon Ruphrates: and losias went out against him. But 
the king of Egypt sent to him saying. What have I to doe with 
thee, O king of ludea ? I am not sent out from the Lord God 
against thee : for my warre is upon Euphrates, and now the Lord 
is with mee, yea the Lord is with mee hasting me forward : Depart 
from me and be not against the Lord. Howbeit losias did not 
turne backe his chariot from him, but undertooke to fight with 
him, not regarding the words of the Prophet leremie, spoken by 
the mouth of the Lord ; but ioyned battell with him in the plaine 
of Mogiddo, and the princes came against king losias. Then said 
the king unto his servants. Carry me away out of the battell for I 
am very weake : and immediately his servants tooke him away out 
4 



of thebattell. Then gate he up upon his second chariot, and being CHAPTER 
brought backe to lerusalem, dyed, and was buried in his fathers I 

sepulchre, And in all lury they mourned fur losias, yea leremie Hib death 
the Prophet lamented for losias, and the cheefe men with the j" ""■='' 
women made lamentation for him unto this day : and this was 
given out for an ordinance to be done continually in ail the nation 
of Israel. These things are written in the booke of the stories of 
the kings of ludah, and every one of the acts that losias did, and 
his glory, and his understanding in the law of the Lord, and the 
things that he had done before, and the things now recited, are 
reported in the bookes of the Kings of Israel and ludea. And the Hii 
people tooke loachaz the sonne of losias, and made him king in Suoce^uni. 
stead of losias his father, when hee was twentie and three yeeres 
old. And he reigned in ludea and in lerusalem three moneths: 
and then the King of Egypt deposed him from reigning in leru- 
salem. And he set a taxe upon the land of an hundreth talents of 
silver, and one talent of gold. The king of Egypt also made king 
loacim his brother king of ludea and lerusalem. And hee bound 
loacim and the nobles : but Zaraces his brother he apprehended, 
and brought him out of Egypt. Five and twentie yeere old was 
loacim when he was made king in the land of ludea and lerusalem, 
and he did evill before the Lord. Wherefore against him Nabu- 
chodonosor the King of Habylon came up, and bound him with a 
chaine of lirasse, and carried him unto Babylon, Nabuchodonosor 
also tooke of the holy vessels of the Lord, and carried them away, 
and set them in his owne temple at Babylon. But those things 
that are recorded of him, and of his uncleannes, and impietie, are 
written in the Chronicles of the kings. And loacim his sonne 
reigned in his stead : he was made king being eighteene yeerea 
old, and reigned but three moneths and ten dayes in lerusalem, and 
did evill before the Lord. So after a yere Nabuchodonosor sent, 
and caused him to be brought into Babylon with the holy vessels 
of the Lord, and made Zedechias king of ludea and lerusalem, 
when he was one and twentie yeeres old, and he reigned eleven 
yeerea : and he did evill also in the sight of the I^ord, and cared 
not for the words that were spoken unto him, by the Prophet 
leremie from the mouth of the Lord. And after that king Nabu- 
chodonosor had made him to swearc by the Name of the Lord, he 
forswore himselfe, and rebelled, and hardening his necke, and his 
■ heart, hee transgressed the lawes of the Lord God of Israel. The 
govemours also of the people and of the priests did many things 
against the lawes, and passed al the pollutions of all nations, and 
defiled the Temple of the Lord which was sanctified in lerusalem. 



I. ESDRAS 

.PTER Nevertbelesse, the God of their fathers sent by his messenger to 

I call them backe, because he spared them and his tabernacle also ; 

but they had his mesBengers in derision, and looke when the Lorde 

spake unto them, they made a sport of his prophets, so farre foorth 

that he being wroth with his people for their great ungodlinessc, 

commanded the kings of the Caldees to come up against them. 

[■emnle. Who slew their yong men with the sword, yea even within the 

*°" compassc of their holy Temple, and spared neither yong man nor 

}vcJ. maid, old man nor child among them, for hee delivered all into 

their hands. And they tooke all the holy vessels of the Lord, both 

great and small, with the vessels of the Ark of God, and the kings 

treasures, and caried them away into Babylon. As for the house 

of the Lord they burnt it, brake dowae the walles of Jerusalem, 

utara set fire Upon her towres. And as for her glorious things, they 

\^ never ceased til they had consumed and brought them all to 

nought, and the people that were not slainc with the sword, he 

caried unto Babylon : who became servants to him and his children, 

till the Persians reigned, to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by 

the mouth of Icremie : Until! the land had enioyed her Sabbaths, 

the whole time of her desolation shal she rest, uutill the full terme 

of seventie yeeres. 

CHAPTER II 

Oyrm ia movec! TN the first yeere of Cyrus king of the Persians, that the worde 
by (k)d to build I of jj,e Lorde might bee accomplished, that hee had promised 
by the mouth of leremie : the Lord raised up the spirit of 
Cyrus the king of the Persians, and he made proclamation thorow 
al his kingdome, and also by writing, saying, Thus saith Cjtus king 
of the Persians, The Lord of Lsrael the most high Lord, hath made 
me king of the whole world, and commanded me to build him an 
And giveih house at lerusalem in lurie. If therefore there bee any of you 
' W'e^ ^^^^ "^ "^^ '''* people, let the Lord, even his Lord be with him, 
■nil con- '^ii<^ '^^ ^^™ S°^ "P ^^ lerusalem that is in ludea. and build the 
e to it. house of the Lord of Israel : for he is the Lord that dwelleth in 
lerusalem. Whosoever then dwell in the places about, let them 
heipe him, those I say that are his neighbours, with gold and with 
silver, with gifts, with horses, and with cattell, and other things, 
which have bene set forth by vowe, for the Temple of the Lord at 

Then the ehiefe of the famibes of ludea, and of the tribes of 
Beniamin stood up : the priests also and the Levites, and all they 
whose minde the Lord had moved togoe up, and to build an house 



I. ESDRAS 

for the Lord at lerusalem, and they that dwelt round about them, CHAPTER 
and helped them in all things with silver and gold, with horses II 

d cattell, and with very free gifts of a great number whose 
mindes were stirred up thereto. King Cyrus also brought foorth 
the holy vessels which Nabuchodonosor had cnried awuy from 
lerusalem, and had set up in his temple of idoles. Now when He delivereth 
Cyrus king of the Persians had brought them foorth, hee delivered ngaine the 
them to Mithridates his treasurer : and by him they were delivered ^"^n"S^ 
to Sanabassar the governcur of ludea. And this was the number of theoce. 
them, a thousand gohlen cuppes, and a thousand of silver, censers 
of silver twentie nine, vials of gold thirtie, and of silver two thou- 
sand foure hundred and ten, and a thousand other vessels. So all 
the vessels of gold, and of silver which were caried away, were 
five thousand, foure hundred, threescore and nine. Tliese were 
brought back by Sanabassar, together with them of the captivity, 
from Babylon to lerusalem. But in the time of Aj-taxerxes 
king of the Persians, Belemus, and Mithridates, and Tabellius, and 
Rathumus, and Beeltethmus, and Semellius the Secretarie, with 
others that were in commission with them, dwelling in Samaria 
and other places, wrote unto him against them that dwelt in ludea 
and lerusalem, these letters following. To King Artaxcrxes our 
lord. Thy servants Rathumus the story writer, and Semellius the 
scribe, and the rest of their counsell, and the ludges that are in 
Coelosyria and Phenice. Be it now knowen to the lord the king, 
that the lewes that are come up from you to us, being come into 
lerusalem (that rebellious and wicked citie,) doe build the market 
places, and repaire the walles of it, and doe lay the foundation of 
the Temple. Now if this citie, and the walles thereof be made up 
againe, they will not onely refuse to give tribute, but also rebell 
against kings. An<l forasmuch as the things pertaining to the 
Temple, are now in hand, we thinke it raeete not to neglect such 
a matter, but to speake unto our lord the king, to the intent that 
if it be thy pleasure, it may be sought out in the bookes of thy 
fathers : and thpu shalt finde in the Chronicles, what is written 
concerning these things, and shalt understand that that citie was 
rebellious, troubling both kings and cities ; and that the lewes 
were rebellious, and raised .ilwayes warres therin, for the which 
cause even this citie was made desolate. Wherefore now wee doe 
declare unto thee, (O lord the king) that if this citie bee built 
againe, and the walles thereof set up anew, thou shalt from hence- 
foorth have no passage into Coelosyria and Phenice. Then the ArtaieriM 
King wrote backe againe to Rathumus the storie-writer, to Beel- 5jt'l".''tu'bu 
tethmus, to Semellius the scribe, and to the rest that were in com- any more. 
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mission, and dwellers in Samaria and Syria, and Phenice, after this 
maner, I have read the Epistle which ye have sent unto mee ; 
therefore I commanded to make diligent senrch, and it hath bene 
found, that that city was from the beginning practising against 
Kings. And the men therein were given to rebellion, and warre, 
and that mightic Kings and fierce were in Jerusalem, who reigned 
and exacted tributes in Coelosyria and Pbenice. Now therefore I 
have commanded to hinder those men from building the citie, and 
heed to be taken that there be no more done in it, and that those 
wicked workers proceed no further to the annoyance of Kings. 
Then king Artaxerxes his letters being read, Itathumus and Semel- 
lius the scribe, and the rest that were in commission with them, 
remooving in hast towards lerusalem with a troupe of horsemen, 
and a multitude of people in battell aray, began to hinder the 
builders, and the building of the Temple in lerusalem ceased iintill 
the second yeere of the reigne of Darius King of the Persians, 



to eioell eaoli 



the iudgemi 
I of the King 



CHAPTER III 

NOW when Darius reigned, hee made a great feast unto all 
his Subiects and unto all his huushold, and unto all the 
princes of Media and Persia, and to all the governours and 
captaines, and lieutenants that were under him, from India unto 
Ethiopia, of an huudreth twenty and seven provinces. And when 
they had eaten and drunken, and being satisfied were gone home, 
then Darius the king went into his bed-chamber, and slept, and 
soone after awaked. Then three yong men that were of the guard, 
that kept the kings body, spake one to another: Let every one of 
us speake a sentence ; hee that shall overcome, and whose sentence 
shall seeme wiser then the others, unto him shall the king Darius 
give great gifts, and great things in token of victory : as to be 
clothed in purple, to drink in golde, and to sleepe upon golde, and 
a chariot with bridles of golde, and an head-tyre of fine linen, and 
a chaine about his necke : and hee shall sit next to Darius, because 
of his wisedome, and shalbe called, Darius his cousin. And then 
every one wrote his sentence, sealed it, and laide it under king 
Darius his pdlow, and sayd, that when the king is risen, some will 
give him the writings, and of whose side the king, and the three 
princes of Persia shall iudge, that his sentence is the wisest, to 
him shall the victory be given as was appointed. The first wrote ; 
Wine is the strongest. The second wrote: The King is strongest. 
The third wrote ; Women are strongest, but above all things 
trueth beareth away the victory. 
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Now when the king was risen up, they tooke their writings, and CHAPTER 
delivered them unto him, and so hee read them. And sending III 

foorth, hee called all the Princes of Persia and Media, and the 
govemours, and the captaines, and the lieutenants, and the chiefe 
officers, and sate him downe in the royall seate of ludgement, 
»nd the writings were read before them : and he said. Call the 
young men, and they shall declare their owne sentences : so they 
were called, and came in. And hee said unto them. Declare unto 
US your rajnde, concerning the writings. Then hegan the first, 
who had spoken of the strength of wine ; and he said thus : O ye The first de- 
men, how exceeding strong is wine ! it causeth all men to erre "UrHth the 
that drinke it : it maketh the minde of the king, and of the Vin^ 
fatherlesse ehilde to be all one ; of the bondman and of the free- 
man, of the poore man and of the rich : it turneth also every 
thought into iollitie and mirth, so that a man remembreth neither 
sorow nor debt : and it maketh every heart rich, so that a man 
remembreth neither king nor govemour ; and it maketh to speake 
all things by talents: and when they are in their cups, they forget 
their love both to friends and brethren, and a Htle after draw out 
swords : but when they are from the wine, they remember not 
what they have done, O ye men, is not wine the strongest, that 
enforceth to doe thus ? And when hee had so spoken, hee helde 
bis peace. 

CHAPTER nil 

THEN the second that had spoken of the strength of the The ieooad 
King, began to say ; O yee men, doe not men excel in deelareth the 
strength, that beare rule over Sea and land, and all things £i]![|'^'' " 
(n them .= But yet the King is more mighty : for hee is lord of all 
these things, and hath dominion over them, and whatsoever he 
Commandeth them, they doe : if hee bid them make warre the 
against the other, they doe it; if hee send them out against 
enemies, they goe, and breakc downe mountaines, wnlles and 
towres. They slay and are slaine, and transgresse not the Kings 
commandement : if they get the victory, they bring all to the 
King, as well the spoile as all things else. Likewise for those 
that are no souldiers, and have not to doe with ivarres, but use 
busbandrie; when they have reaped againe, that which they had 
aowea, they bring it to the King, and compell one another to pay 
tribute unto the King. And yet he is but one man; if hee com- 
maund to kill, they kill, if he command to spare, they spare. If 
be command to smite, they smite; if he command to make 
desolate, they make desolate; if hee command to build, they 
:B 9 
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build : if he command to cut downe, tliey cut ilowne ; if he com- 
mand to plant, they plant. So all his people and his armies obey 
him; furthermore he lieth downe, he eateth and drinketh, and 
taketh his rest. And these keepe (watch) round about him, 
neither may any one depart, and doe his owne businesse, neither 
disobey they him in any thing. O yee men, how should not the 
King be mightiest, when in such sort he is obeyed ? and he held 
his tongue. 

Then the third, who had spoken of women, and of the truth 
(this was Zorobabel) beganne to speake. O yee men, it is not the 
great King, nor the multitude of men, neither is it wine that 
exeelleth; who is it then that ruleth them, or hath the lordship 
over them, are they not women.' Women have borne the King 
snd all the people, that beare rule by sea and land. Even of them 
came they : and they nourished them up that planted the vineyards 
from whence the wine commeth. These also make garments for 
men ; these bring glory unto men, and without women cannot men 
be. Yea and if men have gathered together gold and silver, or 
any other goodly thing, doe they not love a woman, which is 
comely in favour and beautie ? And letting all those things goe, 
doe they not gape, and even with open mouth fixe their eyes fast 
on her ; and have not all men more desire unto her, then unto 
silver or gold, or any goodly thing whatsoever ? A man leaveth 
his owne father that brought him up, and his owne countrie, and 
cleaveth unto his wife. He stickes not to spend his life with his 
wife, and remembreth neither father, nor mother, nor countrey. 
By this also you must know, that women have dominion over you : 
doe yee not labour and toyle, and give and bring all to the 
woman ? Yea a man taketh his sword, and goeth his way to rob, 
and to steale, to saile upon the sea, and upon rivers, and looketh 
upon a lyon, and goeth in the darknesse, and when he hath stolen, 
spoiled and robbed, he bringeth it to his love. Wherefore a man 
loveth his wife better then father and mother. Yea many there 
be that have run out of their wits for women, and become servants 
for their sakes ; many also have perished, have erred, and sinned 
for women. And now doe yee not believe me.' is not the King 
great in his power ? doe not all regions feare to touch him ? Yet 
did 1 see him and Apame the Kings concubine, the daughter of 
the admirable Bartacus, sitting at the right hand of the King, and 
taking the crowne from the Kings head, and setting it upon her 
owne head ; she also strooke the King with her left hand. And 
yet for all this, the King gaped and gazed upon her with open 
mouth : if she laughed upon him, bee laughed also : but if she 
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tooke any displeasure at him, the King wus faiiie to flatter, that CHAPTER - 
she might be reconciled to him againe. O ye men, how can it IIII 

be but women should be strong, seeing they doe thus ? Then knd of Tmeth. 
the king and the princes looked one upon another : so he began 
to speake of the trueth. O ye men, are not women strong? great 
is the earth, high is the heaven, swift is the Sunne in his course, 
for he compasseth the heavens round about, and fetcheth his 
course againe to his owne place in one day. Is he not great tliat 
maketh these things ? therefore great is the truth, and stronger 
then all things. All the earth calleth upon the truth, and the 
heaven blesseth it, all works shake and tremble at it, and with 
it is no unrighteous thing. Wine is wicked, the king is wicked, 
women are wicked, all the children of men are wicked, and such 
are all their wicked workes, and there is no trueth in them. In 
their unrighteousnes also they shall perish. As for the trueth it 
endureth, and is alwayes strong, it liveth and conquereth for ever- 
more. With her there is no accepting of persons, or rewards, 
but she doeth the things that are iust, and refraineth from all 
uniust and wicked things, and all men doe well like of her workes. 
Neither in her iudgement is any unrig hteousn esse, and she is the 
strength, kingdome, power and maiestie of all ages. Blessed be 
the God of trueth. And with that he held his peace, and al the The ihinl is 
people then shouted and said, Great is trueth, and mightie above '".''e*'' '" *« 
all things. Then saide the king unto him, Aske what thou wilt, ' 

more then is appointed in the writing, and we wil give it thee, 
because thou art found wisest, and thou shalt sit next me, and 
shalt bee called my cousin. Then said hee unto the king, Re- 
member thy vow which thou hast vowed to build lerusalem in 
the day when thou earnest to the kingdome, and to send away all 
the vessels that were taken away out of lerusalem, which Cyrus 
set apart, when hee vowed to destroy Babylon, and to send them 
againe thither. Thou also hast vowed to build up the Temple, 
which the Edoraites burnt when ludea was made desolate by the 
ChaJdees. And now, O lord the king, this is that which I require, 
and which I desire of thee, and this is the princely liberalitie pro- 
ceeding from thy selfe : I desire therefore that thou make good 
the vow, the performance wherof with thine owne mouth thou 
hast vowed to the king of heaven. Then Darius the king stood and obtalneth 
up and kissed him, and wrote letters for him unto all the treasurers ^"«™ "f 'j"" 
and lieutenants, and captaines and governours that they should iBni%i]eg,_ 
safely convey on their way, both him, and all those that go up 
with him to build lerusalem. Hee wrote letters also unto the 
lieutenants that were in Coelosyria and Phenice, and unto them 
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CHAPTER in Libauus, that they should bring Ced;ir wood from Libanus uuto 
lerusalem, and that they should build the city with him. More- 
over he wrote for all the lewes that went out of his realme up 
into lurie, concerning their freedome, that no officer, no ruler, no 
lieutenant, nor treasurer, should forcibly enter into their dorcs, 
and that all the countrey which they hold, should be free without 
tribute, and that the Edomites should give over the villages of 
the lewes which then they held, yea that there should be yeerely 
given twentie talents to the building of the Temple, unlill the 
time that tt were built, and other tenne taJents yeerely, to main- 
taine the burnt offerings upon the Altar every day (as they had a 
commandement to offer seventeene). And that all they that went 
from Babylon to build the citie, should have free liberty as well 
they as their posteritic, and all the priests that went away. He 
wrote also concerning the charges, and the priests vestments 
wherein they minister ; and likewise for the charges of the 
Levites, to be given them, untill the day that the house were 
finished, and lerusalem buiUled up. And he commanded to give 
to alt that kept the city, pensions and wages. He sent away also 
all the vessels from Babylon that Cyrus had set apart, and all that 
Cyrus had given in commandement, the same charged hee also 
to be done, and sent unto lerusalem. Now when this yong man 
was gone forth, he lifted up his face to heaven toward lerusalem, 
nd praised the king of heaven, and said. From thee commeth 
ictory, from thee commeth wisedom, and thine is the glory, and 
1 am thy servant. Blessed art thou who hast given me wisedora : 
for to thee I give thanks, O LokI of our fathers. And so he tooke 
the letters, and went out, and came unto Babylon, and told it all 
his brethren. And they praised the God of their fathers: because 
be had given them freedome and libertie to goe up, and to build 
lerusalem, and the Temple which is called by his Name, and they 
feasted with instruments of musick, and gladnes seven dayes. 



He pnuastQ 

■heweth bis 
breUiten what 
be had done. 



A" 



CHAPTER V 
^ FTER this were the principall men of the families chosen 
according to their tribes, to go up with their wives, and 
;s, and daughters, with their men-servants and maid- 
servants, and their cattel. And Darius sent with them a thousand 
horsmen, til they had brought them backe to Jerusalem safely, 
and with musicall [instruments,] tabrets and flutes: and all their 
brethren played, and hee made them goe up together with them. 
And these are the names of the men which went up, according to 
12 
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their families, amongst their tribes, after their severall heads. The CHAPTER 
Priestes the sonnes of Phinees, the sonne of Aaron : lesus the V 

Sonne of losedec, the sonne of Saraias, and loachim the Sonne of The numes and 
Zorobabe!, the sonne of Salathiel of the house of David, out of the Eumbei ot ths 
kindred of Phares, of the tribe of luda; who spake wise sentences (^JJj^ i,'^,™" 
before Darius the king of Persia, in the second yeere of his reigne, 

loneth N'isan, which is the ^rst moneth. And these are 
they of lewrie that came up from the captivitie, where they dwelt 
as strangers, whom Nabuchodonosor the king of Babylon had 
carried away unto Babylon : and they relumed unto lerusalem, 
and to the other parts of Iiirie every man to his owne city, who 
came with Zorobabel, with lesus, Nehemias, and Zacharias, and 
Reesaias, Enenius, Mardocheus, Beelsarus, Aspharasus, Reeiius, 
Hoimus, and Baana their guides. The number of them of the> 
nation, and their govemours ; sonnes of Phoros two thousand an 
hundred seventie and two: the sonnes of Saphat foure hundred 
seventie and two; the sonnes of Ares seven hundred (iftie and 

' sonnes of Phaath Moab, two thousand eight hundred and 
twelve : the sonnes of Elam, a thousand two hundred fifty and 

le sonnes of Zathui, nine hundred fourtie and five : the 
sonnes of Corbe seven hundred and five : the sonnes of Bani, sixe 
hundred fourtie and eight: the sonnes of Bcbai, sixe hundred 
twentie and three : the sonnes of Sadas, three thousand two 
hundred twentie and two : the sonnes of Adonican, sixe hundred 
sixtie and seven : the sonnes of Bagoi, two thousand sixtie and 
he sonnes of Adin, foure hundred fiftie and foure: the 
sonnes of Aterezias, ninelte and two: the sonnes of Ceilan and 
Azetas, threescore and seven: the sonnes of Azuran, foure hundred 
thirtie and two. The sonnes of Ananias, an hundred and one : the 
sonnes of Arom thirtie two, and the sonnes of Bassa, three hundred 
twentie and three: the sonnes of Azephurith, an hundred and 
two : the sonnes of Meterus, three thousand and five : the sonnes 
of Bethlomon, an hundred twentie and three. They of Netophah 
fiftie and five : they of Anathoth, an hundred fiftie and eight : they 
of Bethsamos, fourtie and two : they of Kiriathiarius, twentie and 
five : they of Caphira and Beroth, seven hundred fourtie and three: 
they of Pyra, seven hundred : they of Chadias and Ammidioi, foure 
handred twenty and two: they of Cyrama, and Gabdes, sixe 
hundred twentie and one : they of Macalon, au hundred twentie 
and two : they of Betolius fiftie and two : the sonnes of Nephis, an 
hundred fiftie and sixe. The sonnes of Calamolalus, and Onus, 
seven hundred twentie and five: the sonnes of lereehus, two 
hundred fourtie and five : the sonnes of Annaas, three thousand 
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three hundred und thirtie : the Priests, the sonnes of leddu, the ' 
Sonne of lesus, among the sonnes of Sanasib, nine hundred seventie 
iind two : the sonnes of Meruth, a thousand fiftie and two : the 
Bonnes of Phassaron, a. thousand fourtie and seven : the sonnes of 
Carme a thousand and seventeene. The Levites : the sonnes of 
lessue, and Cadmiel, and Bauuas, and Su (lias, seventie and foure, 
The holy singers : the sonnes of Asaph an hundred twentte and 
eight. The porters : the sonnes of Salum, the sonnes of latal, the 
sonnes of Talmon, the sonnes of Dacobi, the sonnes of Teta, the 
^sof Sami, in all an hundred thirty and nine. The servants 



of the Temple: the sonnes of Esau, 
sonnes of Tabaoth, the sonnes of Ctras : thi 
sonnes of Phaleas, the sonnes of Labana, tl 
the sonnes of Acua, the sonnes of Uta, the 
sons of Agaba, the sonnes of Subai, the f 
sonnes of Cathua, the sonnes of Geddur : the 
sonnes of Daisan, the sonnes of Noeba, the s( 
sonnes of Gazers, the sonnes of Azia, the so 
Bonnes of Azara, the sonnes of Bastai, the i 
sonnes of Meani, the sonnes of Naphisi, the sonnes of Acub, the 
sons of Asipha, the sonnes of Assur, the sonnes of Pharacim, the 
sons of Basaloth. The sonnes of Meeda : the sons of Coutha, the 
sonnes of Charea, the sonnes of Chareus, the sonnes of Aserer, 
the sonnes of Thomoi, the sonnes of Nasith, the 
The sons of the servants of Solomon: the sonn 
the sonnes of Pharira, the sonnes of loeli, the s- 
the sonnes of Udael, the sonnes of Sapheth : the s 
the sons of Phacareth, the sonnes of Sabie, the soi 
the sonnes of Masias, the sonnes of Gar, the s 
sonnes of Suba, the sonnes of Apher 
sonnes of Sabat, the sonnes of Alloi 
Temple, and the sonnes of the servants of Solo 
hundred seventy and two. These came up from Thermeleth, and 
Thelersas, Charaathalar leading them and Aalar. Neither could 
they shewe their families, nor their stock, how they were of Israel ; 
the sonnes of Ladan, the sonnes of Ban, the sonnes of Necodau, 
sixe hundred fiftie and two. And of the Priests that usurped the 
office of the Priesthood, and were not found, the sonnes of Obdia; 
the sonnes of Aecoj;, the sonnes of Addus, who married Augia one 
of the daughters of Be mel us, and was named after his name. And 
when the description of the kinred of these men was sought in 
the Register, and was not found, they were remooved from execut- 
ing the office of the Priesthood. For unto them said Nehemias, 
14 
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and AthariaSj that they should not be partakers 
till there arose up an high Priest, clothed ' 
Traelh. So of Israel Irom them of twelve yeeres olde and upward, 
they were all in number fourtie thousand, besides men servants 
and women servants, two thousand three hundred and sixtie. 
Their men servants and handmaids were seven thousand three 
hundred fourtie and seven : the singing men and singing women, 
two hundred fortie and five. Foure hundred thirtie and five 
camels, seven thousand thirtie and sixe horses, two hundred fourtie 
and five mules, five thousand five hundred twentie and five beasts 
used to the yoke. And certaine of the chlefe of their families, 
when they came to the Temple of God that is in lerusalem, vowed 
to set up the house againe in his owne place according to their 
abUitie : and to give into the holy treasurie of the workes, a 
thousand pounds of golde, five thousand of silver, and an hundred 
priestly vestments. And so dwelt the Priests, and the Levitcs, 
and the people in lerusalem, and in the countrey : the Singers 
also, and the Porters, and all Israel in their villages. But when 
the seventh moneth was at hand, and when the children of Israel 
were every man in his owne place, they came all together with 
one consent into the open place of the first gate, which is towards 
the East. Then stood up lesus the sonne of losedec, and his 
brethren the Priests, and Zorobabel the Sonne of Salathiel, and 
his brethren, and made ready the Altar of the God of Israel, to 
ofTer burnt sacrifices upon it, according as it is expresly commanded 
in the booke of Moses the man of God. And there were gathered Tbe Alur in 
unto them out of the other nations of the land, and they erected "^' "* "*'' 
the Altar upon his owne place, because all the nations of the land 
were at enmitic with them, and oppressed them, and they oifered 
sacrifices according to the time, and burnt offerings to the Lord 
both morning, and evening. Also they held the feast of Taber- 
nacles, as it is commanded in the law, and offered sacrifices daily as 
was meet : and after that, the continuall oblations, and the sacrifice 
of the Sabbaths, and of the new Moones, and of ail holy feasts. 
And all thev that had made any vow to God, beganne to offer 
sacrifices to God from the first day of the seventh moneth, although 
the Temple of the Lord was not yet built. And they gave unto 
the Masons and Carpenters, money, meate and drinke with cheere- 
fulnesGe. Unto them of Sidon also and Tyre, they gave carres 
that they should bring Cedar trees from Libanus, which should bee 
brought by flotes to the haven of loppe, according as it was com- 
manded them by Cyrus King of the Persians. And in the second 
yeere and second moneth, after his comming to the Temple of 
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CHAPTER (>(xl "t lerusalem, beganne Zorobabel the Sonne of Salathiel, and 
V lesus the Sonne of losedec, and their brethren and the priests, 

and the Levites, and all they that were come unto lerusalem out 
The foundstion of the captivity : and they layd the foundation of the house of 
?J'''«TempIe God, in the first day of the second moneth, in the second yeere 
^ ■ after they were come to lury and lerusalem. And they appointed 

the Levites from twenty yeeres old, over the workes of the Lord. 
Then stood up lesus and his sonnes, and brethren, and Cadmiel 
his brother, and the sonnes of Madiabun, with the sonnes of loda 
the sonnc of Eliadun, with their sonnes and brethren, all Levites, 
with one accord setters forward of the buslnesse, labouring to 
advance the workes in the house of God. So the workmen built 
the temple of the Lord. And the Priests stood arayed in their 
vestiments with music all instruments, and trumpets, and the 
Levites the sonnes of Asaph had Cymbals, singing songs of 
thanksgiving, and praising the Lord according as David the king 
of Israel had ordained. And they sung with loud voices songs to 
the praise of the Lord : because his mercy and glory is for ever 
in all Israel. And all the people sounded trumpets, and shouted 
with a loud voyce, singing songs of thankesgiving unto the Lord 
for the rearing up of the house of the Lord. Also of the PriestB 
and Levites, and of the chiefe of their families the ancients who 
had seene the former house, came to the building of this with 
weeping and great crying. But many with trumpets and ioy 
shouted with loud voyce. Insomuch that the trumpets might not 
be heard for the weeping of the people : yet the multitude sounded 
marvellously, so that it was heard a farre off. Wherefore when the 
enemies of the Tribe of luda and Beniarain heard it, they came 
to know what that noise of trumpets should meane. And they 
perceived, that they that were of the captivity did build the 
temple unto the Lord God of Israel. So they went to Zorobabel 
and lesus, and to the chiefe of the families, and said unto them, 
We will build together with you. For we likewise, as you, doe 
obey your Lord, and doe sacrifice unto him from the dayes of 
Asbazareth the king of the Assyrians who brought us hither. 
Then Zorobabel and lesus, and the chiefe of the families of Israel 
said unto them. It is not for us and you to build together an house 
unto the Lord our God. We our selves alone will build unto the 
Lord of Israel, according as Cyrus the King of the Persians hath 
commanded us. But the heathen of the land lying heavy upon 
the inhabitants of ludea, and holding them straite, hindred their 
building : and by their secret plots, and popular perswasions, and 
commotions, they hindred the finishing of the building, all the- 
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time that king Cyrus lived, so they were biDdered from building CHAPTER I 
for the space of two yeeres, untill the reigne of Darius. V 

CHAPTER VI 




NOW in the second 
and Zaclia 
unto the le 
Lord God of Israel 
babel the sonne of Salathiel, 
begaiine to build the 



^ the Temple. 



build 
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of the Lord being with them, and helping them. At the same 
time came unto them Sisinnes the governor of Syria, and Phenice, 
with SathrabuEaoes, and his companions, and said unto them. By 
whose appointment doe you build this house, and this roofe, and 
performe all the other things? and who are the workemen that 
performe these things? Neverthelesse the Elders of the lewes 
obtained favour: because the Lord had visited the captivitie. 
And they were not bindred from building until such time as signi- 
fication was given unto Darius concerning them, and an answere 
received. The copie of the letters which Sisinnes govemour of 
Syria, and Phenice, and Sathrabuzanes with their companions rulers 
in Syria and Phenice, wrote and sent unto Darius, To king Darius, 
greeting. Let all things bee knowen unto our lord the King, that Du-iui It 
being come into the countrey of ludea, and entred into the cilie J^lieited to 
of lerusalem, we found in the citie of lerusalem the ancients of 
the Icwes that were of the captivitie ; building an house unto the 
Lord, great, and newe, of hewen and costly stones, and the timber 
already laid upon the walles. And those workes are done with 
great speede, and the worke goeth on prosperously in their handes, 
and with all glory and diligence is it made. Then asked wee these 
Elders, saying, By whose comraaundement builde you this house, 
and lay the foundations of these workes ? Therefore to the intent 
that wee might give knowledge unto thee by writing, we demanded 
of them who were the chiefe doers, and we required of them the 
names in writing of their principal! men. So they gave us this 
answere : We are the servants of the Lord which made heaven and 
earth. And as for this house, it was builded many yeeres agoe, by 
a king of Israel great and strong, and was finished. But when our 
fathers provoked God unto wrath, nnd sinned agninst the Lord of 
Israel which is in heaven, hee gave them over into the power of 
Nabuchodonosor king of Babylon of the Chaldees : who pulled 
downe the house and burnt it, and csried away the people captives 
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unto Babylon. But in the first yeere that King Cyrus reigned over 
the country of Babylon, Cyrus the king wrote to build up thia 
house. And the holy vessels of gold and of silver, that Nahucho- 
donosor had caried away out of the house at lerusalem, and had 
set them in his owne temple, those Cyrus the king brought forth 
againe out of the temple at Babylon, and they were delivered to 
Zorobabel and to Sanabassarus the ruler, with commaundement 
that hee should carrie away the same vessels, and put them in the 
Temple at lerusalem, and that the Temple of the Lord should be 
built ill his place. Then the same Sanabassarus being come hither, 
laid the foundations of the house of the Lord at lerusalem, and 
from that time to this, being still a building, it is not yet fully 
ended. Now therefore if it seeme good unto the king, let search 
be made among the records of King Cyrus, and if it be found, that 
the building of the house of the Lord at lerusalem hath bene done 
with the consent of King Cyrus, and if our lord the king be so 
minded, let him signifie unto us thereof. Then commanded king 
Darius to seeke among the records at Babylon : and so at Ecbatana 
the palace which is in the countrey of Media, there was found a 
roule wherein these things were recorded. In the first yeere of 
the reigne of Cyrus, king Cyrus commaunded that the house of the 
Lord at lerusalem should bee built againe where they doe sacrifice 
with continual! fire. Whose height shalbe sixtie cubits, and the 
breadth sixtie cubits, with three rowes of hewen stones, and one 
row of new wood of that countrey, and the expenses thereof to bee 
given out of the house of king Cyrus. And that the holy vessels 
of the house of the Lord, both of gold and silver that Nabuchodo- 
nosor tooke out of the house at lerusalem, and brought to Babylon, 
should be restored to the house at lerusalem. and bee set in the 
place where they were before. And also he commanded that 
Sisinnes the governour of Syria and Phenice, and Sathrabuzanes, 
and their companions, and those which were appointed rulers in 
Syria, and Phenice should be carefull not to meddle with the place, 
but suffer Zorobabel the servant of the Ijjrd, and governour of 
ludea, and the Elders of the lewes, to build the house of the Lord 
in that place. I have commanded also to have it built up whole 
againe, and that they looke diligently to helpe those that be of 
the captivitie of the lewes, till the house of the Lord be finished. 
And out of the tribute of Coelosyria, and Phenice, a portion care- 
fully to be given these men, for the sacrifices of the Lord that is, 
to Zorobabel the governour, for bullocks, and rarames, and lambes : 
and also come, salt, wine and oile, and that continually every 
yeere without further question, according as the Priests that be 
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fn lenisalem shall signiHe, to be daily spent : that olfrings may CHAPTER ' 
be m&de to the most high God, for the king and for his children, VI 

and that they may pray for their lives. And he commanded, that aud threataoih 
whosoever should transgresse, yea, or make light of any thing 'I}™ '^"^ ■''*'' 
afore spoken or written, out of his owne house should a tree be " *"■ ■ 
taken, and he thereon be hanged, and all his goods seized for the 
king. The Lord therfore whose Name is there called upon, 
utterly destroy every king and nation, that stretcheth out his hand 
to hinder or endammage that house of the Lord in lerusalem, I 
Darius the king have ordeined, that accordhig unto these things 
it be done with diligence. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THEN Sisinnesthe governour of CoeloByria, and Phenice, and siiinncgaDd 
Sathrabuzanes, with their companions, following the com- f^^""!^^^ 
mandements of king Darius, did very carefully oversee buMing. 
the holy workes, assisting the ancients of the lewes, and governours 
of the Temple. And so the holy workes prospered, when Aggeus, 
and Zacharias the Prophets prophecied. And they finished these 
things, by the commandement of the Lord God of Israel, and with 
the consent of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. 
And thus was the holy house finished, in the three and twentieth The Temple 
day of the moneth Adar, in the sixt yeere of Darius king of the jj?"^ ""^ 
Persians. And the children of Israel : the Priests, and the Levites, 
and other that were of the captivitie, that were added unto them, 
did according to the things written in the booke of Moses. And 
to the dedication of the Temple of the Lord, they oifered an 
hundred bullockes, two hundred rammes, foure hundred lambes; 
and twelve goats for the sinne of all Israel, according to the 
number of the cliiefe of the tribes of Israel. The Priests also and 
the Levites, stood arayed in their vestments according to their 
kinreds, in the services of the Lord God of Israel, according to 
the booke of Moses: and the porters at every gate. And the 
children of Israel that were of the captivitie, held the Passeover 
the fourteenth day of the first moneth, after that the Priests and 
the Levites were sanctified. They that were of the captivitie 
were not all sanctified together : but the Levites were all sanctified 
together, and so they offered the Passeover for all them of the 
captivitie, and for their brethren the Prieates, and for themselves. 
And the children of Israel that came out of the captivitie, did The PuMover 
eate, even all they that had separated themselves from the '• '•^P'* 
abominations of the people of the land, and sought the Lord. 
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And they kept the feast of unleavened bread seven dayes, making 
merry before the Lord, for that he had turned the coumell of 
the King of Assyria towards them to itrengthen their hands in 
the workes of the Lord God of Israel. 

CHAPTER VIII 

.h AND after these things, when Artaxerxes the king of the 
'■ A^k Persians reigned) came Bsdras the sonne of Saraius, the 
^ -*■ Sonne of Ezerias, the sonne of Helchiah, the sonne of 
Salum, the sonne of Sadduc, the sonne of Achitob, the sonne of 
Amarias, the sonne of Ozias, the sonne of Memeroth, the sonne of 
Zoraias, the sonne of Savias, the sonne of Boccos, the sonne of 
Abisum, the sonne of Phinees, the sonne of Eleasar, the sonne of 
Aaron the chlefe Priest. This Esdras went up from Babylon, as a 
Scribe being very ready in the Law of Moyses, that was given by 
the God of Israel, ami the king did him honour ; for he found 
grace in his sight in all his requests. There went up with him also 
certaine of the children of Israel, of the Priests, of the Levites, of 
the holy Singers, Porters, and Ministers of the Temple, unto leru- 
salem, in the seventh yere of the reigne of king Artaxerxes, in the 
fifth moneth, (this was the kings seventh yeere) for they went from 
BftbyloQ in the first day of the first moneth, and came to lerusalein, 
according to the prosperous ioumey which the Lord gave them. 
For Esdras had very great skill, so that he omitted nothing of the 
Law and Com maun dements of the Lord, but taught all Israel the 
. Ordinances and ludgements. Now the copy of the Commission 
which was written from Artaxerxes the King, and came to Esdras 
the priest and reader of the Law of the Lord, is this that foUoweth. 
King Artaxerxes unto Esdras the Priest and reader of the Law of 
the Lord, sendeth greeting. Having determined to deale graciously, 
I have given order, that such of the nation of the lewes, and of the 
Priests and Levites being within our Realme, as are willing and 
desirous, should goe with thee unto lerusalem. As many therefore 
as have a minde thereunto, let them depart with thee, as it hath 
seemed good both to me, and my seven friends the counsellors, 
that they may looke unti) the affaires of I udea and lerusalem, agree- 
ably to that which is in the Law of the Lord. And cary the gifts 
unto the Lord of Israel to lerusalem, which I and my friends have 
vowed, and all the golde and silver that in the countrey of Babylon 
can be found, to the Lord in lerusalem, with that also which is 
given of the people, for the Temple of the Lord their God at Jeru- 
salem : and that silver and golde may be collected for bullocks, 
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s and lambes, and things thereunto appertaining, to the end 
that they may offer sacrifices unto the Lord, upon the Altar of the 
Lord their God, which is in lerusalem. And whatsoever thou and 
thy brethren will doe with the silver and golde, that doe according 
to the will of thy God. And the holy vessels of the Lord which 
are given thee, for the use of the Temple of thy God which is in 
lerusaJeni, thou ahalt set before thy God in lerusalem. And what- 
soever thing else thou shalt remember for the use of the Temple 
of thy God, thou shalt give it out of the kings treasury. And 1, 
king Artaxerxes, have also commaunded the keepers of the treasures 
in Syria and Phenice, that whatsoever Esdras the priest, and the 
reader of the luw of the most high God shall send for, they should 
give it him with speed, to the summe of an hundred talents of 
silver : likewise also of wheat even to an hundred cores, and an 
hundred pieces of wine, and other things in abundance. Let all 
things be performed after the low of God diligently unto the most 
high God, that wrath come not upon the kingdome of the King 
and his sonnes. I command you a!so that yee require no taxe, 
nor any other imposition of any of the Priests or Levites, or holy 
singers, or porters, or ministers of the temple, or of any that have 
doings in this temple, and that no man have authority to impose 
any thing upon them. And thou, Esdras, according to the vise- 
dome of God, ordaine iudges, and iustices, that they may iudgc 
in all Syria and Phenice, all those that know the law' of thy God, 
and those that know it not thou shalt teach. And whosoever 
shal transgresse the law of thy God, and of the king, shall be 
punished diligently, whether it be by death or other punishment, 
by penalty of money, or by imprisonment. 

Then said Esdras" the Scribe, Blessed be the onely Lord God of 
my fathers, who hath put these things into the heart of the king, 
to glorifie his house that is in lerusalem ; and hath honoured mee 
in the sight of the king and his counsellers, and all his friends and. 
Nobles. Therefore was I encouraged, by the helpe of the Lord 
my God, and gathered together men of Israel to goe up with me : 
and these are the chiefe according to their families and severall 
dignities, that went up with me from Babylon in the reigne of 
kinj; Artaxerxes. Of the sonnes of Phinees, Gerson ; of the sonnes 
of Ithamar, Gamael : of the sonnes of David ; Lettus the sonne of 
Sechenias : of the sonnes of Pharez, Zacharias, and with him were 
counted, an hundred and fifty men : of the sonnes of Pahath, Moab; 
Eliaontas, the sonne of Zaraias, and with him two hundred men : 
of the sonnes of Zathoe, Sechenias, the sonne of lezelus, and with 
htm three hundred men ; of the sonnes of Adin, Obcth the sonne 
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of Jonathan, and with him two hundred and dfty men. Uf the 
sonnes of Elam, losias sonne of Gotholias, and with him seventy 
men : of the sonnes of Saphatias, Zaraias sonne of Michael, and 
with him threescore and ten men : of the aonnes of loab, Abadias 
Sonne of lezelus, and with him two hundred and twelve men ; of 
the Bonnes of Bonid, Assalimoth sonne of losaphias, and with him 
an hundred and threescore men : of the sonnes of Babi, Zacharias 
Sonne of Bebai, and with him twentie and eight men : of the sonnes 
of Astath, lohannea sonne of Acatan, and with him an hundred and 
ten men : of the sonnes of Adonicam the last, and these are the 
names of them, El iphalet, Ieuel,andSamaiag,and with them seventy 
men : of the sonnes of Bago, Uthi. the sonne of Istalcurus, and 
with him seventy men : and these I gathered together to the river, 
called Theras, where we pitched our tents three dayea, and then I 
survayed them. But when 1 had found there, none of the priests 
and Levites, then sent [ unto Eleazar and Iduel, and Masman, and 
AInathan, and Mamaias, and loribas, and Nathan, Eunatan, Zach- 
arias, and MosoUamon principal men and learned. And I bad 
them that they should goe unto Saddeus the eaptaine, who was 
in the place of the treasury: and commanded them that they 
should speake unto Daddeus, and to his brethren, and to the 
treasurers in that place, to send us such men as might execute the 
Priests office in the house of the Lord. And by the mighty hand 
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skilful men of the 
ne of Israel, Asebebia and his 
e eighteene. And Asebia, and 
of the sonnes of Channuneus, 
And of the servants of 



of our Lord they brought unto 
Moli, the sonne of Levi, the so 
sonnes and his brethren, who w( 
Annuus, and Osaias his brothe: 
and their sonnes were twentie 
the Temple whom David had ordeined, and the principal) men, 
for the service of the Levites (to wit) the servants of the Temple, 
two hundred and twentie, the catalogue of whose names were 
■hewed. And there 1 vowed a fast unto the yong men before our 
Lord, to desire of him a prosperous ioumey, both for us, and them 
that were with us : for our children and for the cattell ; for I was 
ashamed to aske the king footmen, nnd horsemen, and conduct for 
safegard against our adversaries ; for wee had said unto the king, 
that the power of the Lord our God, should be with them that 
seeke him, to support them in all wayes. And againe wee be- 
sought our Lord, as touching these things, and found him favour- 
able unto us. Then I separated twelve of the chiefe of the priests, 
Esebrias, and Assaniaa, and ten men of their brethren with them. 
And 1 weighed them the golde, and the silver, and the holy 
vessels of the house of our Lord, which the king and his counEell, 
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and the princes, and all Israel had given. And when I had CHAPTER 
weighed it, I delivered unto them sixe hundred and liftie talents VIII 

of silver, and silver vessels of an hundred talents, and an hundred 
talents of gold, and twentie golden vessels, and twelve vessels of 
brasse, even of fine brasse, glittering like gold. And I said unto 
them. Both you are holy unto the Lord, and the vessels are holy, 
and the golde, and the silver is a vowe unto the Lord, the Lord of 
our fathers. Watch ye, and keepe them till yee deliver thetn to 
the chiefe of the priestes and Levites, and to the principall men of 
the families of Israel in Jerusalem into the chambers of the house 
of our God. So the priests and the Levites who had received the 
silver and the golde, and the vessels, brought them unto lerusalem 
into the Temple of the Lord. And from the river Th eras wee And hb 
departed the twelft day of the first moneth, and came to lerusalem mumcy. 
by the mightie hand of our Lord, which was with us t and from 
the beginning of our ioumey, the Lord delivered us from every 
enemy, and so wee came to lerusalem. And when wee had bene 
there three dayes, the golde and silver that was weighed, was de- 
.livered in the house of our Lord on the fourth day unto Marmoth 
the priest, the sonne of Iri. And with him was Eleazar the sonne 
of Phinees, and with them were losabad the sonne of lesu, and 
Moeth the sonne of Sabban, Levites : all was delivered them by 
number and weight. And all the weight of them was written up 
the same houre. Moreover they that were come out of the cap- 
tivitie offered sacrifice unto the Lord God of Israel, even twelve 
bullocks for all Israel, fourescore and sixteene rammes, threescore 
and twelve lambea, goates for a peace offering, twelve, all of 
them a sacrifice to the Lord. And they delivered the kings com- 
mandements unto the kings stewards, and to the govemours of 
Coelosyria, and Phenice, and they honoured the people, and the 
Temple of God. Now when these things were done, the rulers 
came unto me, and said: The nation of Israel, the princes, the 
priests, and Levites have not put away from them the strange 
people of the land : nor the pollutions of the Gentiles, to wit, of 
the Chanaanites, Hittites, Pheresites, lebusites, and the Moabites, 
Egyptians, and Edomites. For both they, and their sonnes, have 
maried with their daughters, and the holy seed is mixed with the 
strange people of the land, and from the beginning of this matter, 
the rulers and the great men have bene partakers of this iniquitie. 
And assoone as I had heard these things, I rent my clothes, and Heo lamenteih 
the holy garment, and pulled off the haire fi^m off my head, and '^^ "nnei of 
beard, and sate me downe sad, and very heavy. So all they " '*°°'' "" 
that were then mooved at the word of the Lonl God of Israel, 
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assembled onto me, vkilest I mourned for the iniquitie: but I 
sate still full of faeavinesse, ontUl the evening sacrifice. Then 
risiog up from the fast with my clothes and the holy garment 
rent, and bowing my knees, and stretching- foorth my hands unto 
the Lofd : I said, O Lord, I am confounded, and ashamed before 
thy face ; for oar sinnes ai« multiplied above our heads, and 
oar ignorances have reached up unto heaven. For ever since 
the time of our fathers wee have bene and are in great sinne, 
even unto this day : and for our sinnes and our fathers, we with 
oor brethren, and our kings, and our priests, were given up unto 
the Kings of the earth, to the sword, uid to capUvitie, and for a 
pray with shame unto this day. And now in some measure hath 
mercy bene shewed unto us, from thee, O Lord, that there should 
be lefl us a roote, and a name, in the place of thy Sanctuary. .A.nd 
to discover unto us a light in the house of the Lord our God, and 
to give us foode in the time of our servitude. Yea, when we were 
in bondage, we were not forsaken of our Lord ; but he made us 
gracious before the Kings of Persia, so that they gave us food; 
yea, and honoured the Temple of our Lord, and raised up the 
desolate Sion, that they have given us a sure abiding in lurie, 
and lerusalem. And now, O Lord, what shall wee say having 
these things? for wee have transgressed thy Commaundements, 
which thou gavest by the hand of thy servants the Prophets, say- 
ing, that the land which ye enter into to possesse as an heritage, 
is a land polluted with the pollutions of the strangers of the land, 
and they have filled it with their uncleannesse. Therefore now 
shal ye not ioyne your daughters unto their sonnes, neither shall 
ye take their daughters unto your sonnes. Moreover you shall 
never seeke to have peace with them, that yee may be strong, 
and eate the good things of the land, and that ye may leave 
the inheritance of the laud unto your children for evermore. 
And all that is befallen, is done unto us for our wicked workes, 
and great sinnes ; for thou, O Lord, didst make our sinnes light : 
and didst give unto us such a roote : but we have turned backe 
againe to transgresse thy Law, and to mingle our selves with the 
uncleannesse of the nations of the land. Mightest not thou be 
angry with us to destroy us, till thou hadst left us neither root, 
seed, nor name ? O I-ord of Israel, thou art true : for we are left 
a root this day. Behold, now are we before thee in our iniquities, 
for wee cannot stand any longer by reason of these things before 
thee. And as Esdras in his praier made his confession, weeping, 
and lying flat upon the ground before the Temple, there gathered 
unto him from lerusalem, a very great multitude of men, and 
84 
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, and children: for there was great weeping among the CH. 
multitude. Then lechonias the sonne of leelus, one of the aonnes 
of Israel called out and saide, O Esdras, wee have sioDcd against 
the Lord God, wee have maried strange women of the nations of 
the land, and now is all Israel aloft. L«t us make an oath to the 
Lord, that wee will put away all our wives, which we have taken 
of the heathen, with their children, like as thou hast decreed, and 
as many as doe obey the Law of the Lord. Arise, and put in 
execution : for to thee doeth this matter appertaine, and wee will And i> 
bee with thee ; doe valiantly. So Esdras arose, and tooke an oath ™taw 
of the chiefe of the Priestes, and Levites of all Israel, to do after Bir»ngo°w 
these things, and so they sware. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THEN Esdras rising from the court of the Temple, went to 
the chamber of loanan the sonne of Eliasib, and remained 
there, and did eate no meate nor drinke water, mourning 
for the great iniquities of the multitude. And there was a pro- 
clamation in all lury and lerusalem. to all them that were of the 
captivitie, that they should be gathered together at lerusalem : 
and that whosoever met not there within two or three dayes 
according as the Elders that bare rule, appointed, their csttell 
should be seized to the use of the Temple, and himselfe cast out 
from them that were of the captivitie. And in three dayes were 
all they of the tribe of luda and Beniamin gathered together at 
lerusalem the twentieth day of the ninth moneth. And all the 
multitude sate trembling in the broad court of the Temple, because 
of the present foule weather. So Esdras arose up, and said unto 
them. Ye have transgressed the law in marrying strange wives, 
thereby to increase the ainnes of Israel. And now by confessing 
give glory unto the Lord God of our fathers, and doe his will, and 
separate your selves from the heathen of the land, and from the 
strange women. Then cryed the whole multitude, and sayd with 
a loude voice; Like as thou hast spoken, so will we doe. But 
forasmuch as the people are many, and it is foule weather, so that 
wee cannot stand without, and this is not a worke of a day or two, 
seeing our sinne in these things is spread faire ; therefore let 
the rulers of the multitude stay, and let nil them of our habita- 
tioos that have strange wives, come at the time appointed, and 
with them the Rulers and ludges of every place, till we tume 
«way the wrath of the Lord from us, for this matter. Then 
lonathan the sonne of AzBel,and Esechtas the sonne of Tbeocanus, 
5 :D 36 
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CHAPTER accordingly tooke this matter upon them : and Mosollam, and 
IX Levis, and Sabbatbeus helped tliein. And they that were of 

the captivitie, did according to all these things. And Esdras the 
Priest chose unto him the principal men of their families, all by 
name : and in the first day of the tenth moneth, they snte together 
to examine the matter. So their cause that helde strange wives, 
was brought to un ende in the lirst day of the Rrst moneth. And 
of the Priests that were come together, and had strange wives, 
there were found : of the sonnes of lesus the sonne of losedec, 
and his brethren, Matthelas, and Eleaznr, and loribus, and 
I names and [oadanus. And they gave their hands to put away their wives, 

"™^'o"l'«°' and to offer rammes, to make reconcilement for their errors. And 
* "■ of the sonnes of Emmer, Ananias, and Zabdeus, and Eanes, and 
Sameius, and Hierel, and Azarias. And of the sonnes of Phaisur, 
Ellionas, Massias, Ismael, and Nathanael, and Ocidelus, and TaJsas. 
And of the Levites : losabad, and Semis, and Colius who was 
called Calitas, and Patheus, and ludas, and lonas. Of the holy 
Singers; Eleazurus, Bacchurus. Of the Porters: Sallumus, and 
Tolbanes. Of them of Israel, of the sonnes of Phoros, Hiermas, 
and Eddias, and Melchias, and Maelus, and Eleazar, and Asibias, 
and Baanias. Of the sonnes of £la, Matthanias, Zacharias, and 
Hierielus, and Hieremotb, and Aedias. And of the sonnes of 
Zamoth, Ehadas, Elisimus, Othonias, larimoth, and Sabutus, and 
Sardeus. Of the sonnes of Bebai, lohannes, and Ananias, and 
losabad, and Amatbeis. Of the sonnes of Many, Olamus, Mamu- 
chus, ledeus, lasubus, lasael, and Hieremoth. And of the sonnes 
of Addi, Naathus, and Moosias, Lacunus, and Naidus, and Matha- 
nias, and Sesthel, Balunus, and Manasseas. And of the sonnes of 
Annas, Elionas, and Aseas, and Milchias, and Sabbeus, and Simon 
Chosameus. And of the sonnes of Asom, Altaneus, and Matthias, 
and Bunnaia, Eliphalat, and Manasses, and Semei. And of the 
sonnes of Maani, leremias, Moradis, Omaerus, luel, Mabdai, and 
Pelias, and Anos, Carabasion, and Enasibus, and Mamnitanaimus, 
Eliasis, Bannus, Eliali, Saniis, Selenias, Nathanias : And of the 
sons of Ozora, Sesis, Esril, Azailus, Samatus, Zambis, losiphus, and 
of the sonnes of Ethma, Mazitias, Zabadaias, Edes, luel, Banaias. 
All these had taken strange wives, and they put them away with 
their children. And the priests, and Levites, and they that were 
of Israel dwelt in lerusalem, and in the countrey, in the first day 
of the seventh month: so the children of Israel were in their 
habitations. And the whole multitude came together with one 
accord, into the broad place of the holy porch toward the East. 
And they spake unto Esdras the priest and reader, that he would 
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bring the law of Moses, that was given of the Lord God of Israel. CHAPTER J 
So Esdras the chiefe priest, brought the law unto the whole IX 

multitude from man to woman, and to all the priests, to heare the 
law in the first day of the seventh moneth. And hee read in the Tha L«w of 
broad court before the holy porch from morning unto midday, ' 
before both men and women; and all the 

unto the law. And Esdras the priest, and reader of the law stood pi 
up, upon a pulpit of wood which was made for that purpose. And 
there stood up by him Matathias, Sammus, Ananias, A zarias, Unas, 
Ezeeias, Balasamus, upon the right hand. And upon'his left hand 
stood Phaldatus, Misael, Melchias, Lothasubus and Nabarias. Then 
tooke £.sdras the booke of the law before the multitude : for he sate 
honourably in the first place in the sight of them all. And when 
hee opened the law, they stood all streight up. So Esdras blessed 
the Lord God mast high, the God of hostes Almighty. And all 
the people answered Amen, and lifting up their hands they fell to 
the ground, and worshipped the Lord. Also lesus, Anus, Sarabias, 
Adinus, lacubus, Sabateus. Auteas, Maianeas, and Calitss, Azarias, 
and toHzabdus, and Ananias, Biatas, the Levites taught the law of 
the Lord, making them withall to understand it. Then spake They woepe, 
Attharates unto Esdras the chiefe priest, and reader, and to the ■".'1 are uut in 
Levites that taught the multitude, even to all, saying. This day FeMltky. 
is holy unto the Lord ; for they all wept when they heard the 
law. Goe then and eate the fat, and drinke the sweet, and send 
part to them that have nothing. For this day is holy unto the 
Lord, and be not sorrowfull ; for the Lord will bring you to 
honour. So the Levites published all things to the people, say- 
ing : This day is holy to the Lord, be not sorrowfull. Then 
went they their way, every one to eate and drinke, and make 
mery, and to give part to them that had nothing, and to make 
great cheere, because they understood the words where- 
in they were instructed, and for the which they 
had bin assembled. 
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: of AcUm, tW a^M «r Pknes, the 
I at Bc£, tiK MMC «f AnaiMh die 
£ oT Awi, tke M^ «f Mmmdi, Oe 
t of Aim, the mom of Oziu. the mmm 
•r B«itk. Uk smk af Abtei. the MaBC af 
tbc MMK of Elonar. tte vane of Amvu, <rf the 
Tribe of Lcrvi. which ««■ c^lne ia the kad af the Uedes 
in the reigiK «f Artaxcfxcs king of the Posiat. And the 
word of the Lotd came ento me, savinf:, Goc thjt way, and 
■hew mj people their aiafnll deeds, moA their cbUdren their 
viehednes whkfa they have done sf^alnst me, that they may tell 
their ehOdieni children, because the sinnes of their fathers are 
toereaaed in tbem : for thcj have forgotten me. and have offered 
nnto itrange gods. Am not I ctcd fare that broog^bt tbem out of 
the land o{ Egj-pt, from the bouse of bondage.- bot they ha»e 
provoked me unto wrath, and despised mj counsels Pull thou off 
then the baire of thy head, and cast all evill upon them, for they 
have not beeoe obedient unto my law, but it is a rebellious people. 
How long shall I forbeare them unto whom 1 have done so much 
good } Many kings have 1 destroyed for their sakes, Fharao with 
his servanta. and all his power haTe 1 smitten downe. All the 
nationa have I destroyed before them, and in the East I have 
scattered the people of two provinces, even of Tjtus and Sidoo, 
and have slame all their enemies. Speakc thou therefore unto 
them saying. Thus saith the Lord, I led you through the Sea, and 
in the beginning gave you a large and safe passage, I gave yon 
Moysei for a leader, and Aaron for a priest, 1 gave you Ught in a 
pillar of fire, and great wonders have 1 done among you, yet have 



II. ESDRAS 

you forgotten me, saith ihe Lord. Thus saith the Almightie Lord, CHAPTER 
The quailes were as a token for you, I gave you tents for your I 

safegird, aeverthelesse you murmured there, and triumphed not in 
my name for the destruction of your enemies, but ever to this day 
doe ye yet murmure. Where are the benefits that I have done 
for you ? when you were hungry and thirstie in the wildemesse, 
did you not crie unto me ? saying, Why hast thou brought ub into 
this wildemesse to kill us ? It had bin better for us to have served 
the Egyptians, then to die in this wildemesse. Then had I pity 
upon your mournings, and gave you Manna to eat, so ye did eate 
Angels bread. When ye were thirstie, did I not cleave the rocke, 
and waters flowed out to your fill .'' for the heate I covered you with 
the leaves of the trees. 1 divided amongst you a fVuitfull land, I 
cast out the Canaanites. the Pherezites, and the Philistines before 
you : what shall I yet doe more for you, saith the Lord ? Thus 
saith the Almighty Lord, When you were in the wildemes in the 
river of the Amorites, being athirst, and blaspheming my Name, I 
gave you not fire for your blasphemies, but cast a tree in the water, 
and made the river sweet. What shall I doe unto thee, O lacob ? Qod ihrealneth 
thou luda would est not obey me : I will turne me to other nations, toi^sttliemor 
and unto those will I give my Name, that they may keepe my 
Statutes. Seeing yee have forsaken mee, I will forsake you also : 
when yee desire me to be gracious unto you, I shall have no mercy 
upon you. Whensoever you shall call upon roe, 1 will not heare 
you : for yee have defiled your hands with blood, and your feete 
are swift to commit manslaughter. Yee have not as it were for- 
saken me, but your owne selves, saith the Lord. Thus saith the 
Almighty Lord, Have 1 not prayed you as a father his sonnes, as a 
mother her daughters, and a nurse her young babes, that yee 
would be my people, and I shoud be your God, that ye would be 
my children, and I should be your father? I gathered you together, 
as a henne gathereth her chickens under her wings: but now, what 
shall I doc unto you ? I will cast you out from my face. When 
you offer unto me, I will turne my face from you : for your solemne 
feast dayes, your newe Moone, and your circumcisions have I for- 
saken. I sent unto you my servants the Prophets, whom yee have 
taken and slaine, and tome their bodies in pieces, whose blood 
I will require of your hands, saith the Lord. Thus saith the 
Almighty Lord, Your house is desolate, I will cast you out, as the 
wind doth stubble. And your children shall not bee fruitful ; for and to give 
they have despised my Commandement, and done the thing that ^^^'' tiou»c> 
is evil! before me. Your houses wil I give to a people that shall moreanwe 
come, which not having heard of mee, yet shall beleeve mee, to then they. 
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whom I have shewed no signes, yet they shall doe that I have 
eommaunded them. They have seene no Prophets, yet they shall 
call their sinnes to rem em bra nee, and itcknowledge them. ! take 
to wittiesse the grace of the people to come, whose little ones 
reioyce in gladnesse : and though they have not seene me with 
bodily eyes, yet in spirit they bcleeve the thing that 1 say. And 
now brother, behold what glory : and see the people that commeth 
from the East. Unto whom I will give for leaders, Abraham, 
Isaac, and lacob, Oseas, Amos, and Micheas, loel, Abdias, and 
lonas, Nahum, and Abacuc, Sophonias, Aggeus, Zacharie, and 
Mnlachie, which Is called also an Angel of the Loni. 

CHAPTER II 

THUS saith the Lord, I brought this people out of bondage, 
and I gave them my Comraaundements by my servants the 
prophets, whom they would not heare, but despised my 
counsailes. The mother that bare them, saith unto them, Goe 
your way ye children, for I am a widow, and forsaken. 1 brought 
you up with gladnesse, but with sorrow and heavinesse have 1 lost 
you : foryee have sinned before the Lord your God, and done that 
thing that is evil before him. But what shall I now iloe unto you ? 
i am a widow and forsaken: goe your way, O my children, and 
aske mercy of the Lord. As for mee, O father, I call upon thee 
for a witnesse over the mother of these children, which would not 
keepe my Covenant, that thou bring them to confusion, and their 
mother to a spoile, that there may be no off spring of them. Let 
them bee scattered abroad among the heathen, let their names 
bee put out of the earth; for they have despised my Covenant 
Woe be unto thee Assur, thou that hidest the unrighteous in thee, 

thou wicked people, remember what i did unto Sodome and 
Gomorrhe. Whose land lieth in clods of pitch and heapes of 
ashes : even so also wil I doe unto them that heare me not, saith 
the Almightie !>ord. Thus saith the Lord unto Esdras, Tell my 

' people that I will give them the kingdome of Hierusalem, which 

1 would have given unto Israel. Their glory also wit I take unto 
mee, and give these the everlasting Tabernacles, which I had pre* 
pared for them. They shall have the tree of Life for an oyntraent 
of sweet savour, they shall neither labour, nor be weary. Goe and 
yee shall receive : pray for few dayes unto you, that they may be 
shortned ; the kingdome is already prepared for you : Watch. 
Take heaven and earth to witnesse ; for 1 have broken the evill in 
pieces, and created the good ; for I live, saith the Lord. Mother, 
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embrace thy children, and bring them up with gladnesse, make CHAPTER 
their f«et as fast as a pillar: fori have chosen thee, saith the Lord. II 

And those that be dead wil 1 raise up againe from their places, and 
bring them out of the graves : for I have knowen my Name in 
Israel. Feare not thou mother of the children ; for I have chosen 
thee, saith the Lord. For thy helpc I will send ray servants Esay 
and leremie, after whose counsaile I have sanctified and prepared 
for thee twelve trees, laden with divers fruits; and as many 
fountaines flowing with milke and hony ; and seven mightie 
motmtaines, whereupon there grow roses and lillies, whereby I 
will fill thy children with ioy. Doe right to the widow, iudge 
for the fatherlesse, give to the poore, defend the orphane, clothe 
the naked, heale the broken and the weake, laugh not a lame man 
to scome, defend the maimed, and let the blind man come into 
the sight of my clearenesse. Keepe the olde and yong within 
thy walles. Wheresoever thou findest the dead, take them and 
bury them, and I will give thee the tirst place in my resurrection. 
Abide still, O my people, and take thy rest, for thy quietnesse 
shall come. Nourish thy children, O thou good nource, stablish 
their feete. As for the servants whom I have given thee, there 
shall not one of them perish ; for I will require them from among 
thy number. Be not weary, for when the day of trouble and 
heavinesse commeth, others shal weepe and be sorrowfull, but 
thou shalt be merry, and have abundance. The heathen shall 
envie thee, but they shall be able to doe nothing against thee, 
sayth the Lord. My hands shal cover thee, so that thy children 
shall not see hell. Be ioyfiill, O thou mother, with thy children, 
for I will deliver thee, sayth the Lord. Remember thy children 
that sleep, for I shall bring them out of the sides of the earth, 
and shew mercy unto them: for I am mercifuU, sayth the Lord 
Almightie. Embrace thy children untill I come and shew mercy 
unto them : for my welles runne over, and my grace shall not fade. 
I Esdras received a charge of the Lord upon the mount Oreb, that 
t should goe unto Israel ; but when I came unto them, they set 
me at nought, and despised the eommandement of the Lord. And Became ihey 
therefore I say unto you, O yee heathen, that heare and under- f^f mod, the 
stand. Looke for your shepheard, hee shall give you everlasting ^^u^" *" 
rest; for he is nigh at hand, that shall come in the end of the 
world. Be ready to the reward of the kingdome, for the everlasting 
light shal shine upon you for evermore. Flee the shadow of this 
world, receive the ioyfulnesse of your glory : 1 testifie my Saviour 
openly. O receive the gift that is given you, and be glad, giving 
tbsnkes unto him that hath called you to the heavenly kingdome. 

31 




Eidru aeeth 

of God. and 
tboac that 
re arowned 



II. ESDRAS 

Arise up and stand, behold the number of those that be scaled in 
the feast of the Lord : which are deptarted from the shadow of the 
world, and have received glorious garments of the Lord. Take 
thy number, O Sion, and shut up those of thine that arc clothed 
in white, which have fulfilled the Law of the Lord. The number 
of thy children whom thou iongedst for, is fulfilled ; beseech the 
power of the Lord, that thy people which have been called from 
the beginning, may be hallowed. I Esdras saw upon the mount 
Sion a great people, whom I could not number, and they all praised 
the Lord with songs. And in the middest of them there was a 
young man of a high stature, taller then all the rest, and upon 
every one of their heads he set crownes, and was more exalted, 
which I marveiled at greatly. So 1 asked the Angel, and said, 
Sir, what are these ? Hee answered, and said unto me. These 
be they that have put otT the niortall clothing, and put on the 
immortal!, and have confessed the Name of God: now are they 
crowned, and receive palmes. Then sayd I unto the Angel, What 
yong person is it that crowneth them, and giveth them palmes in 
their handes ? So hee answered, and said unto me. It is the sonne 
of God, whom they have confessed in the world. Then began I 
greatly to commend them, that stood so stitFely for the Name of 
the Lord. Then the Angel sayd unto me, Goe thy way, and tell 
my people what maoer of thing;s, and how great wonders of the 
Lord thy God thou hast aeene. 



CHAPTER III 

IN the thirtieth yeere after the mine of the citie, I was in 
Babylon, aOd lay troubled upon my bed, and my thoughts 
came up over my heart. For 1 saw the desolation of Sion, 
and the wealth of them that dwelt at Babylon. And my spirit 
was sore moved, so tliat I began to speake word.s full of feare to 
the most High, and said, O Lord, who bearest rule, thou spakest 
at the beginning, when thou didst plant the earth (and that thy 
Belfe alone) and comniandedst the people, and gavest a body unto 
Adam without soule, which was the workemanship of thine handes, 
aiKl didst breathe into him the breath of life, and he was made 
living before thee. And thou leddest him into paradise, which 
thy right hand had planted, before ever the earth came forward. 
And unto bim thou gavest commandement to love thy way, which 
he transgressed, and immediatly thou appointedst death in him, 
and in his generations, of whom came nations, tribes, people, and 
kinreds out of number. And every people walked after their 
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le will, and did wonderfull things before thee, and despised 
tby commandements. And againe in processe of time thou 
broughtest the flood upon those that dwelt in the world, and de- 
stroyedst them. And it came to passe in every of them, that as 
death was to Adam, so was the flood to these. Neverthelesse one 
of them thou leftcst, namely Noah with his household, of whom 
came all righteous men. And it happened, that when they that 
dwelt upon the earth began to multiply, and had gotten them 
many children, and were a great people, they beganne againe to be 
more ungodly then the first. Now when they lived so wickedly Mid wtnow- 
before thee, thou diddest choose thee a man from among them, Wgethihe 
whose name was Abraham, Him thou lovedst, and unto him p^°" . 
onely thou shewedst thy will : and madest an everlasting cove- 
nant with him, promising him that thou wouldest never forsake 
his seede. And unto him, thou gavest Isaliac, and unto Isahac also 
thou gavest Iscob and Esau. As for lacob thou didst choose him 
to thee, and put by Esau : and so lacob became a great multitude. 
And it came to passe, that when thou leddest his seede out of 
Egypt, thou broughtest them up to the mount Sina. And bowing 
the heavens, thou didest set fast the earth, movedst the whole 
world, and madest the depth to tremble, and troubledst the men 
of that age. And thy glory went through foure gates, of fire, and 
of earthquake, and of wind, and of cold, that thou mightest give 
the law unto the seed of lacob, and diligence unto the generation 
of Israel. And yet tookest thou not away from them a wicked 
heart, that thy law might bring forth fruite in them. For the 
first Adam bearing a wicked heart transgressed, and was overcome ; 
and so be all they that are borne of him. Thus infirmity was 
made permanent ; and the law (also) in the heart of the people 
with the malignity of the roote, so that the good departed away, 
and the evill abode still. So the times passed away, and the yeeres 
were brought to an end : then diddest thou raise thee up a servant, 
called David, whom thou commandedst to build a citie unto thy 
name, and to olfer incense and oblations unto thee therein. When 
this was done many yeeres, then they that inhabited the citie for- 
sooke thee, and in all things did even as Adam, and all his genera- 
tions had done, for they also had a wicked heart. And so thou 
gavest the citie over into the hands of thine enemies. Are their yet oom- 
deeds then any better that inhabite Babylon, that they should *'h"h«'tbe*'n" 
therefore have the dominion over Sion ? For when I came thither, „arB lorda on 
and had seene impieties without number, then my soule saw many theto, being 
evill doers in this thirtieth yeere, so that my heart failed me. For ^J^^'y"^ 
I have seene how thou sutferest them sinning, and hast spared 
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wicked doers: and hast destroyed thy people, and hast preserved 
thine enemies, and ha<it not signified it. I doe not remember how 
this way may be left : Are they then of Babylon better then they 
of Sion ? or is there any other people that knoweth thee besides 
Israel ? or what generation hath so beleeved thy Covenants as 
lacob ? And yet their reward appeareth not, and their labour 
hath no fruile : for I have gone here and there through the heathen, 
and I see that they Howe in neulth, and think not upon thy com- 
mandements. Weigh thou tlierfore our wickednesse now in the 
ballance, and theirs also that dwell in the world : and so shall thy 
Name no where be found, but in Israel. Or when was it that they 
which dwell upon the earth, have not sinned in thy sight.' or what 
people hath so kept thy coinmandements ? Thou shalt find that 
Israel by name hath kept thy precepts : but not the heathen. 
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CHAPTER nil 
A ND the Angel that was sent unto me, whose name was Uriel, 
/A gave mee an answere, and said. Thy heart hath gone too 
-^ -*- farre in this world, and thinkest thou to comprehend the 
way of the most High? Then said I, Yea my Lord: and he answered 
rae and said, 1 am sent to shew thee three wayes, and to set forth 
three similitudes before thee. Whereof if thou canst declare me 
one, I will shew thee also the way that thou desirest to see, and 
I shall shew thee from whence the wicked heart comraeth. And I 
said, Tel on my Lord. Then said he unto me, Goe thy way, weigh 
me the weight of the fire, or measure me the blast of the wind, or 
call me againe the day that is past. Then answered I and said. 
What man is able to doe that, that thou shouldest aske such things 
of mee ? And he said unto me. If I should aske thee how great 
dwelhngs are in the midst of the ses, or how many springs are in 
the beginning of the deepe, or how many springs are above the 
firmament, or which are the outgoings of Paradise : peradventure 
thou wouldest say unto rae, 1 never went downe into the deepe, 
nor as yet into hell, neither did I ever climbe up into heaven. 
Neverthelesse, now have I asked thee but onely of the fire and 
winde, and of the day where through thou hast passed, and of 
things from which thou canst not be separated, and yet canst thou 
give me no answeere of them. He said moreover unto me. Thine 
owne things, and such as are growen up with thee, canst thou not 
know. How should thy vessel then bee able to comprehend the 
way of the highest, and the world being now outwardly corrupted, 
to understand the corruption that is evident in my sight? Thea 
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said I unto him. It were better that we were not at all, then that CHAPTER 
we should live still in wickednesse, and to suHer, and not to know IIII 

wherefore. He answered me and said, I went into a forest into u and advireth 
plaine, and the trees tooke counsell, and said. Come, let us goe ''™', ?,"' ^ • 
and make warre against the Sea, that it may depart away before ^tngii*»bovB 
us, and that we may make us more woods. The floods of the Sea liis reash. 
also io like maner tooke counsell, and said. Come, let us goe up 
and subdue the woods of the plaine, that there also we may make 
us another countrey. The thought of the wood was in vaine, for 
the fire came and consumed it. The thought of the Roods of the 
Sea came likewise to nought, for the sand stood up and stopped 
them. If thou wert iudge now betwixt these two, whom wouldest 
thou begin to iustifie, or whom wouldest thuu condemne ? I 
answered and said. Verily it is a foolish thought that they both 
have devised : for the ground is given unto the wood, and the 
sea also hath his place to beare his floods. Then answered he me 
and said, Thou hast given a right iudgment, but why iudgest thou 
not thy selfe also .' For like as the ground is given unto the wood, 
and the sea to his floods : even so they that dwell upon the earth 
may understand nothing, but that which is upon the earth : and 
hee that dwelleth above the heavens, may onely understand the 
things that ore above the height of the heavens. Then answered 
I, and said, I beseech thee, O Lord, let me have understanding. 
For it was not my minde to be curious of the high things, but of NcverthplcsBi 
such as passe by us dayly, namely wherefore Israel is given up as I^^i™" ailntl 
a reproch to the heathen, and for what cause the people whom tiom, »ntt 
thou hast loved, is given over unto ungodly nations, and why the reoeiTeth 
Lawe of our forefathers is brought to nought, and the written J^""" *" 
Covenants come to none effisct. And wee passe away out of the 
world as grass ehoppers, and our life is astonishment and feare, and 
we are not worthy to obtaine mercie. What will he then doe unto 
his Name, whereby we are called ? of these things have I asked. 
Then answered he me, and said. The more thou searchest, the 
□lore thou shalt marveile, for the world hasteth fast to passe away, 
and cannot comprehend the things that are promised to the 
righteous in time to come : for this world is full of unrighteous- 
Dcsse and inflrmities. But as concerning the things whereof thou 
ukest me, I wil tell thee ; for the evil is sowen, but the destrue- 
lion thereof is not yet come. If therefore that which is sowen, 
be not turned upside downe ; and if the place where the evil is 
wwen passe not away, then cannot it come that is sowen with 
good. For the graine of evill seed hath bene sowen in the heart 
ef Adam from the beginning, and how much ungodlinesse hath 
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it brought op unto thi^ time r and how much shall it yet bring 
foorth untill the time of threshing come. Ponder now by thy 
selfe, how great fruit of wickednesse the graine of evil seed hath 
brought forth. And when the eares shall bee cut downe, which 
are without number, how great a floore shall they fill .' Then I 
answered and said. How and u hen shall these things come to passeP 
wherefore are our yeercs few and evill? And he answered me, 
saying. Do not thou hasten above the most Highest ; for thy haste 
is in vaine to be above him, for thou hast much exceeded. Did 
not the soules also of the righteous aske question of these things 
in their chambers, saying. How long shall I hope on this fashion ? 
when commeth the fruit of the floore of our reward.' And unto 
these things Uriel the Archangel gave them answere, and said. 
Even when the number of seedes is filled in you : for he hath 
weighed the world in the ballance. By measure hath hee measured 
the times, and by number hath he numbred the times; and he 
docthnot raoove nor stirre them, untill the said measure be fulfilled. 
Then answered 1, and said, O Lord that bearest rule, even we all 
are full of impietie. And for our sakes peradventure it is that the 
floores of the righteous are not filled, because of the sinnes of them 
that dwell upon the earth. So he answered me. and said, Go thy 
way to a woman with childe, and aske of her, when she hath 
fulfilled her nine moneths, if her wombe may keepe the birth any 
longer within her? Then said 1, No I^rd, that can she not. And 
he said unto mee. In the grave, the chambers of soules arc like the 
wombe of a woman : for like as a woman that travaileth, maketh 
haste to escape the necessitie of the travaile ; even so doe these 
places haste to deliver those things that are committed unto them. 
From the beginning looke what thou desirest to see, it shalbe 
shewed thee. Then answered I, and said. If I have found favour 
in tby sight, and if it be possible, and if I be meet therefore, shew 
me then whether there be more to come then is past, or more 
past then is to come. What is past 1 know ; but what is for to 
come I know not. And he said unto me, Stand up upon the right 
side, and I shal expound the similitude unto you. So 1 stood and 
saw, and behold an hot burning oven passed by before mee : and 
it happened that when the flame was gone by, I looked, and 
behold, the smoke remained still. Afler this there passed by 
before me a watric cloude, and sent downe much raine with a 
storme, and when the stormle raine was past, the drops remained 
still. Then said he unto me, Consider with thy selfe : as the raine 
is more then the drops, and as the fire is greater then the smoke : 
but the drops and the smoke remaine behind : so the quantity 
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wbich is past, did more exceede. Then I prayed, and suyd. May CHAPTER 
I live, thinkest thou, untill that time? or what shall httppen in IIII 

those dayes? He answered me, and sayd. As for the tokens 
whereof thou askest me, I may tell thee of them in part ; but as 
touching thy life, I am not sent to shew thee, for I doe not 
know it. 

CHAPTER V 

NBVERTHELESasconceming the tokens, beholde, the dayes Tliesignen 
shall come that they which dwell upon earth, shall bee f ' Jjj',^""'*' 
taken in a great number, and the way of trueth shall be 
hidden, and the land shall be barren of faith. Bot iniquitie shalbe 
increased above that which now thou seest, or that thou hast heard 
long agoe. And the land that thou seest now to have roote, shalt 
thou see wasted suddenly. But if the most high graunt thee to 
live, thou shalt see after the third trumpet, that the Sunne shall 
suddenly shine againe in the night, and the Moone thrice in the 
day. And blood shal drop out of wood, and the stone shall give his 
voice, and the people shalbe troubled. And even he shal rule 
whom they looke not for that dwel upon the earth, and the foules 
shall take their flight away together. And the Sodomitish sea 
shall cast out lish, and make a noyse in the night, which many 
have not knowen : but they shall all heare the voice thereof. 
There shall be a confusion also in many places, and the fire shalbe 
oft sent out againe, and the wilde beasts shall change their places, 
and menstruous women shall bring foortb monsters. And salt waters 
shall be found in the sweete, and all friends shall destroy one 
another : then shall wit hide it selfe, and understanding withdraw 
it selfe into his secret chamber, and shall be sought of many, 
and yet not be found : then shall unrighteousnesse and incon- 
tinencie be multiplyed upon earth. One land also shall aske 
another, and say, [s righteousnes that maketh a man righteous, 
gone through thee? And it shall say. No. At the same time 
shall men hope, but nothing obtaine ; they shall labour, but their 
« ayes shall not prosper. To shew thee such tokens 1 have leave : 
and if thou wilt pray againe, and weepe as now, and fast seven 
dayes, thou shalt heare yet greater things. Then I awaked, and 
an extreme fearefulnesse went through all my body, and my minde 
was troubled, so that it fainted. So the Angel that was come to 
talke with me, helde me, comforted me, and set me up upon my 
feete. And in the second night it came to passe, that Salathiel 
the captaiae of the people came unto mee, saying. Where hast thou 
? and why is thy countenance so heavJe? Knowcst thou 
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not that Israel is committed unto thee, iti the land of their cap- 
tivitie? Up then, and eate bread, and forsake us not as the 
shepheard that leaveth his flocke in the handes of cruell wolves. 
Then sayd 1 unto him, Goe thy waies from me, and come not nigh 
me : And he heard what 1 said, and went from me. And so I 
fasted seven dayes, mourning and weeping, like as Uriel the Angel 
commanded me. And after seven dayes, so it was that the thoughts 
of my heart were very grievous unto me againe. And my soule 
recovered the spirit of understanding, and I begau to taike with 
the most high againe, and said, O Lord, that bearest rule of every 
wood of the earth, and of all the trees thereof, thou hast chosen 
^tl^did thee one onely vine. And of all lands of the whole world thou 
.them off. hast chosen thee one pit : and of all the flowers thereof, one Lillie. 
And of all the depths of the Sea, thou hast filled thee one river ; 
and of all builded cities, thou hast hallowed Sion unto thy selfe. 
And of all the foules that are created, thou hast named thee one 
Dove : and of all the cattell that are made, thou hast provided thee 
one sheepe. And among all the multitudes of peoples, thou hast 
gotten thee one people : and unto this people whom thou lovedst, 
thou gavest a law that is approved of all. And now O Lord, why 
hast thou given this one people over unto many ? and upon the one 
roote hast thou prepared others, and why hast thou scattered thy 
onely one people among many .' And they which did gainesay thy 
promises, and beleeved not thy covenants, have trodden them 
igbt. downe. If thou didst so much hate thy people, yet shouldest thou 
punish them with thine owne hands. Now when 1 had spoken 
these words, the Angell that came to me the night afore, was sent 
unto me, and said unto me, Heare me, and I will instruct thee, 
hearken to the thing that I say, and 1 shal tell thee more. And 1 
said, Speake on, ray Lord : then said he unto me, thou art sore 
troubled in minde for Israels sake : Invest thou that people better 
then hee that made them? And I said. No Lord, but of very 
griefe have I spoken ; For my reines paine me every houre, while 
1 labour to comprehend the way of the most High, and to seeke 
out part of his iudgement. And he said unto me, Thou canst 
not : and 1 said, Wherfore Lord .' whetunto was I borne then ? or 
why was not my mothers wombe then my grave, that I might not 
have scene the travell of lacob, and the wearisome toyle of the 
stocke of Israel .' And he said unto me, Number me the things 
that are not yet come, gather me together the droppes that are 
scattered abroad, make mee the flowres greene againe that are 
withered. Open me the places that are closed, and bring me 
forth the winds that in them are shut up, shew me the image of a 
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voyce: and then 1 will declare to Ihee the thing that thou CHAPTER 
labourest to knowe. And I said, O Lord, that bearest rule, who V 

may know these things, but hee that hath not his dwelling with 
men ^ As for me, I .tm unwise : how may I then speake of these 
things whereof thou askest me? Then said he unto me, Like 
as thou canst doe none of these things that 1 have spoken of, 
even so canst thou not fiud out my iudgenient, or in the end the 
love that I have promised unto my people. And I said, Behold, 

Lord, yet art thou nigh unto them that be reserved till the end ; 
and what shall they doe that have beene before me, or we (that 
be now) or they that shall come after us ? And he said unto mc, 

1 wil liken my judgement unto a ring: like as there is no slack- 
nesse uf the last, even so there is no swiflnesse of the first. So I 
answered and said, Couldst thou not make those that have beene 
made, and be now, and that are for to come, at once, that thou 
mightest shewe thy iudgement the sooner.' Then answered he 
me, and said. The creature may not hast above the maker, neither 
may the world hold them at once that shalbe created therin. 
And I said. As thou hast said unto thy servant, that thou which 
givest life to all, hast given life at once to the creature that thou 
hast created, and the creature bare it ; even so it might now also 

beare them that now be present at once. And he said unto me, and tb>t Ood 
Aske the wombe of a woman, and say unto her. If thou bringest doeih not nil 
forth chUdren, why doest thou it not together, but one after "™'"'' 
another ? pray her therefore to bring forth tenne children at once. 
And I said. She cannot: but must doe it by distance of time. 
Then said he unto me. Even so have I given the wombe of the 
earth to those that be sowen in it. in their times. For like as a 
young child may nut bring forth the things that belong to the 
aged, even so have I disposed the world which 1 created. And I 
asked and said. Seeing thou hast now given me the way, I will 
proceed to speak before thee : for our mother of whom thou hast 
told me that she is yong, draweth now nigh unto age. He 
answered me and said, Aske a woman that beareth children, and 
shee shall tell thee. Say unto her. Wherefore are not they whome 
thou hast now brought forth, like those that were before, but lesse 
of stature? and she shall answere thee. They that be borne in 
the strength of youth, are of one fashion, and they that are borne 
in the time of age (when the wombe faileth) are otherwise. Con- 
sider thou therfore also, how that yee are lesse of stature then 
those that were before you. And so are they that come after you 
lesse then ye, as the creatures which now begin to be old, and 
hATC passed over the strength of youth. Then saide I, Lord, 
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futlillecl. And when the world that shul begin to vanish away CHAPTER I 
shall bee linishedJtleii will 1 shew these tokens, the books shalbej i 
opened before the firmament, and they shall see all together, 
And the children of a yeere olde shall speaJte with their voyces, 
the women with childe shall bring foorth untimely children, of 
three or fourc moneths old : and they shall live, and bee raised up. 
And suddenly shal the sowen places iippeare unsowen, the full 
storehouses shall suddenly be found empty. And the trumpet;' 
shall give a sound, which when every man heareth they shalbq- 
suddenly afraid. At that time shall friendes fight one against 
another like enemies, and the earth shall stand iu feare with those 
that dwell therein, the tiprings of the fountaines shall stand still, 
and in three houres they shall not runne. Whosoever remaineth 
from all these that I have told thee, shall escape, and see my 
salvation, and the ende of your world.! And the men that are 
received, shall see it, who have not tasted death from their birth : 
and the heart of the inhabitants shalbe changed, and turned into 
another meaning. For evil shalbe put out, and deceit shalbe 
quenched. As for faith, it shall flourish, corruption shalbe over- 
come, f nd the trueth which hath bene so long without fruit, shalbe 
declavbd. And when hee talked with mee, behold, I looked by 
little and little upon him before whom I stood. And these words 
aaid he unto me, I am come to shew thee the time of the night to 
come. If thou wilt pray yet more, and fast seven daies againe, i Ree 
shal tel thee greater things by day, then I have heard. For thy ^'"^ " 
voice is heard before the most High : for the mighty hath s 
thy righteous dealing, he hath scene also thy chasti tie, which thou 
hast had ever since thy youth. And therefore hath he sent mee 
to shew thee al these things, and to say unto thee, Be of good 
comfort, and feare not. And hasten not with the times that are 
past, to thinke vaine things, that thou mayest not hasten from the 
latter times. And it came to passe after this, that I wept againe, 
and fasted seven dayes in like maner, that I might fulfill the three 
weekes which he told me. And in the eight night was ray heart 
vexed within mee againe, and I began to speake before the most 
High. For my spirit was greatly set on fire, and my soule was in 
distresse. And I said, O Lord, thou spakest from the beginning aud rBokoneth 
of the creation, even the first day, and saidest thus. Let heaven "P U>o work™ 
and earth bee made : and thy word was a perfect worke. And ereation, 

then was the spirit, and darkenesse and silence were on every side ; 
the sound of mans voice was not yet formed. Then commandedst 
thou a faire light to come foorth of thy treasures, that thy worke 
might appeare. Upon the second day thou madest the spirit of 
6:F 41 



' knowledge, 




k: 



II. ESDRAS 

the firmament, and commaiidedst it to part asunder, and to make 
a division betwixt the waters, that the one part miglit goe up, and 
the other reinaine beneath. Upon the thirde day thou didst com- 
maund that the waters should bee gathered in the seventh part of 
the earth : sixe parts hast thou dried up and kept them, to the 
intent that of these some being planted of God and tilled, might 
serve thee. For as soone as thy word went foorth, the workc was 
mode. For immediatly there was great and innumerable fruit, 
and many and divers pleasures for the taste, and flowers of un- 
changeable colour, and odours of wonderfull smell : and this was 
done the third day. Upon the fourth day thou commandedst that 
the Sunne should shine, and the Mooiie give her light, and the 
starres should be in order, and gavest them a charge to do .service 
unto man, that was to be made. Upon the tift day, thou saydst 
unto the seventh part, where the waters were gathered, that it 
should bring foorth living creatures, foules nnd fishes ; and so it 
came to passe. For the dumbe water, and without life, brought 
foorth living things at the commandement of God, that al people 
might praise thy wondrous works. Then didst thou ordeine two 
living creatures, the one thou calledst Enoch, and the other 
Leviathan, and didst separate the one from the other: for the 
seventh part (namely where the water was gathered together) 
might not hold them both. Unto Enoch thou gavest one part 
which was dried up the third day, that he should dwel in the 
same part, wherein are a thousand hilles. But unto Leviathan 
thou gavest the seventh part, namely the moist, and hast kept 
him to be devoured of whom thou wilt, and when. Upon the 
sixt day thou gavest commaundement unto the earth, that before 
thee it should bring foorth beasts, cattell, and creeping things : 
and after these, Adam also whom thou madest lord of all thy 
creatures, of him come wee all, and the people also whom thou 
hast chosen. All this have 1 spoken before thee, O Lord, because 
thou madest the world for our sakes. As for the other people 
which also come of Adam, thou hast said that they are nothing, 
but be like unto spittle, and hast likened the abundance of them 
unto a drop that falleth from a vessell, And now, O Lord, 
behold, these heathen, which have ever been reputed as nothing, 
have begun to be lordes over us, and to devoure us ; but wee thy 
people (whom thou hast called thy first borne, thy onely begotten, 
and thy fervent lover) are given into their hande. If the world 
be made for our sakes, why doe we not possesse an inhcri- 
ith the world ? how long shall this endure ? 
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CHAPTER VII ^"^^ 

A ND when I had made an ende of speaking these words, there The way 
A\ was sent unto race the Angel which had beene sent unto " ""ro"- 
■^ "^ mee the nights afore. And he said unto me. Up Esdras, 
and heare the wordes that I am come to tell thee. And I said, 
Speake on, my God. Then said he unto me, The Sea is set in a 
wide place, that it might be deepe and great. But put the case 
the entrance were narrow, and like u river, who then could goe 
into the Sea to looke upon it, and to rule it ? If hee went not 
through the narrow, how could he come into the broad ? There 
is also another thing. A city is builded, and set upon a broad 
field, and is full of ail good things. The entrance thereof is 
□arrow, and is set in a dangerous place to fall, like as if there 
were a fire on the right hand, and on the left a deepe water. 
And one only path between them both, even betweene the fire 
and the water, so small that there could but one man goe there at 
once. If this city now were given unto a man for an inheritance, 
if he never shall passe the danger set before it, how shall he 
receive this inheritance? And I said. It is so. Lord. Then said 
he unto me, Even so also is Israels portion : because for their 
sakes 1 made the world : and Twhen Adam transgressed ray _ 
Statutes, then was decreed that now is done. Then were the When it -m 
entrances of this world made narrow, full of sorrow and travaile : i"^^ '^"' 
they are but few and evill, full of perils, and very painefull. For 
the entrances of the elder world were wide and sure, and brought ■ 
immortal! fruit. If then they that live, labour not to enter these 
strait and vaine things, they can never receive those that are 
laide up for them. \ Now therefore why disquietest thou thy selfe, 
seeing thou art but a corruptible man ? and why art thou mooved, 
whereas thou art but mortall ? Why hast thou not considered in 
thy minde this thing that is to come, rather then that which is 
present? Then answered I, and sayd, O Lord, that bearest rule, 
thou hast ordained in thy Law, that the righteous should inherite 
these things, but that the ungodly should perish ; neverthelesse, 
the righteous shal suffer strait things, and hope for wide : for they 
that have done wickedly, have suffered the strait things, and yet 
shall not see the wide. And he said unto me. There is no iudge 
above God, and none that hath understanding above the highest. 
For there be many that perish in this life, because they despise 
the Lawe of God that is set before them. For God hath given 
strait commandement to such as came, what they should doe to 
live, even as they came, and what they should observe to avoid 
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CHAPTER punishment. Nevertlielesse they were not obedient unto him, but 
spake against him, and imagined vaine things : and deceived 
themselves by their wicked deeds, and sayd of the most Hie, that 
he is not, and knew not liis waies. But bis Law have they 
despised, and denied his covenants ; in his statutes have they not 
beene faithfull, and have not performed his workes. And therfore 
Esdras, for the emptie, are emptie things, and for the ful, are the 
full things. Behold, tlie time shall come, that these tokens which 
I have told thee, shall come to passe, and the bride shall appeare, 
and she commiue forth shall be scene, that now is withdrawcn 
from the earth. |And whosoever is delivered from the foresaid 

. evils, shall see my wonders. For my sonnc lesus shall be revealed 

ud tUe againe. „^^^^ ^^^g^ j^at be with him, and they that remaine shall reioycc 
y within foure hundred yeeres. After these yeeres shall my sonne 
Christ die, and all men that have bfe. And the world shall be 
turned into the old silence seven dayes, like as in the former 
iudgements: so that no man shall remaine. And after seven dayes, 
. the world that yet awaketh not shall be raised up, and that shall 
die, that is corrupt. And the earth shall restore those that are 
asleepe in her, and so shall the dust those that dwell in silence,' 
and the secret places shall deliver those soules that were com- 
mitted unto them. And the most high shall appeare upon the 
seatc of iudgement, and miserie shall passe away, and the long 
' suffering shall have an end. But iudgement oncly shall remaine, 
trueth shall stand, and faith shall waxe strong. And the worke 
nd the good deeds 
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shall fallow, and the reward shall be shewed, 
shall be of force, and wicked deeds shall beare 
I, Abraham prayed Hrst for the Sodomites, 
fathers that sinned in the wildemesse : and 
Israel in the time of Achan, and Samuel; 
destruction : and Solomon for them that fhouli 
tuary. And Helias for those that 



that hee might live. And Ezechias for the people in the time of 
Sennacherib : and many for many. Even so now seeing corruii- 
tion is growen up, and wickednesse increased, and the rightec 
have prayed for the ungodly : wherefore shall it not be 
also.' He answered me and said. This present life is not the end 
where much glory doth abide ; therefore have they prayed for the 
weake. But the day of doome shall be the end of this time, and 
the beginning of the immortality for to come, wherein corruption 
is past. Intemperancie is at an end, infidelity is cut olf, righteous- 
nesse is growen, and trueth is sprung up. Then shall n 
able to save him that is destroyed, nor to oppresse him that hath 
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gotten the victory. I answered then and said. This is my first and CHAPTER 
last saying; that it had beene better not to have given the earth VII 

unto Adam : or else when it was given him, to have restrained God bich not 
him from sinning. For what profit is it for men now in this "*'** P"»^'*" 
present time to live in heavinesse, and after death to looke for ' 

punishment? O thou Adam, what hast thou done? for though 
it vras thou that sinned, thou art not fallen alone, but we all that 
come of thee. For what profit is it unto us, if there be jiromtsed 
us an imraortall time, wheras we have done the works that bring 
death ? And that their is promised us an everlasting hope, 
whereas our selves being most wicked are made vaine ? And that 
there are layd up for us dwellings of health and safety, whereas 
we have lived wickedly f And that the glory of the most high is 
kept to defend them which have led a wary life, whereas we have 
walked in the most wicked woyes of all ? And that there should 
be shewed a paradise whose fruite endureth for ever, wherein is 
setniritie and medicine, sith we shall not enter into it ? For we 
have walked in unpleasant places. And that the faces of them 
which have used abstinence, shall shine above the starres, whereas 
our faces shall bet blacker then darkenesse ? For while we lived 
and committed iniquitie, we considered not that we should begin 
to suffer for it after death. Then answered he me and saide. This 
is the condition of the battel], which man that Is borne upon the 
earth shall fight, that if he be overcome, he shall suffer as thou 
hast said, but if he get the victorie, he shall receive the thing that 
I say. For this is the life whereof Moses spake unto the people 
while hee lived, saying, Choose thee life that thou mayest live, 
Neverlhelesse they beleevcd not him, nor yet the prophets after 
him, DO nor me which have spoken unto them, that there should 
not be such heavinesse in their destruction, as shall bee ioy over 
them that are perswaded to salvation. I answered then and saide, and ii mersifii 
I know, Lord, that the most Hie is called merciful], in that he 
hath mercy upon them, which are not yet come into the world, 
and upon those also that tume to his Law, and that he is patient, 
and long suffereth those that have sinned, as his creatures, and 
that he is bountifull, for hee is ready to give where it needetb, 
and that he is of great mercic, for he multiplieth more and more 
mercies to them that are present, and that are past, and also to 
them which are to come. For if he shall not raultiplie his mercies, 
the world would not continue with them that inherit therein. 
And he pardoneth ; for if hee did not so of his goodnesse, that 
they which have committed iniquities might be eased of them, the 
ten thousand part of men should not remaine living. And being 
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ludge, if he should not forgive them that are cured with his word, 
and put out the multitude of contentioDs, there should bee very 
fewe left [>eradventure in an innumerable multitude. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
ND he answered me, saying, The most High hath made thi* 
world for many, but the world to come for fewe. I will 
tell thee a similitude, Esdrafi, As when thou askest the 
eirth, it shall say unto thee, that it giveth much mold wherof 
earthen vessels are made, but litle dust that golde commeth of: 
even so is the course of this present world. 'There be many 
>, created, but few shall be saved. ' So answered 1 and said, Swallow 
then downe O my soule, understanding, and devoure wisedome. 
For thou hast agreed to give eare, and art willing to prophesie: 
for thou hast no longer space then onely to live. O Lord, if thou 
suffer not thy servant that we may pray before thee, and thou give 
us seed unto our heart, and culture to our understanding, thftt 
there may come fruit of it, howe shall each man live that it 
corrupt, who beareth the place of a man ? For thou art alone, 
and we all one workemanship of thine hands, like as thou hast 
said. For when the body is fashioned now in the mothers wombe, 
and thou givest it members, thy creature is preserved in fire 
and water, and nine months doeth thy workemonsliip endure thy 
creature which is created in her. But that which kee]>eth, and 
is kept, shall both be preserved : and when the tii 
the wombe preserved, delivereth up the things that grew 
For thou hast commanded out of the parts of the body, that is ta 
say, out of the breasts milke to be given, which is the fruit of the 
breasts, that the thing which is fashioned, may bee nourished for 
a time, till thou disposest it to thy mercy. Thou broughtest it 
up with thy righteousnesse, and nourturedst it in thy Law, and 
reformedst it with thy tudgement. And thou shalt mortifie it aa 
thy creature, and quicken it as thy worke. If therefore thou shalt 
destroy him which with so great labour was fashioned, it is an 
easie thing to be ordeined by thy Coramaundement, that the thing 
which was made might be preserved. Now therefore. Lord, I will 
speake (touching man in genernll, thou knowest best) but touehing 
thy people, for whose sake I am sory, and for thine inheritance, 
for whose cause I moume, and for Israel, for whom I am heavy, 
and for lacob, for whose sake I am troubled : therefore will I begio 
to pray before thee, for my selfe, and for them : for I sec the falles 
of us that dwell in the land. But I have heard the swiftnesse of 
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the fudge which is to come. Therefore heare my voyce, and CHAPTER J 
uaderstand my wordes, and 1 shall speake before thee ; this is the VllI 

beginaiDg of the words of Esdras, before he was taken up : and I 
said; O Lord, Thou that dwellest in everlastingnes, which be- 
holdest trom above, thiags in the heaven, and in the aire, whose 
Throne is inestimable, whose glory may not be comprehended, 
before whom the hosts of Angels stand with trembling, (whose 
service is conversant in wind and fire,) whose word is true, and 
sayings constant, whose Commandement is strong, and ordinance 
fearefull, whose looke drieth up the depths, and indignation 
maketh the mountaines to melt away, which the trueth witnesseth: 
O heare the prayer of thy servant, and give eare to the petition of 
thy creature. For while I live, I will speake, and so long as I 
have understanding, I wil answere. O looke not upon the sinnes and j>n 
of thy people : but on Ihcm which serve thee in trueth. Regard 'j"'' "" 
not the wicked inventions of the heathen : but the desire of those ^^ 
that keepe thy Testimonies in afflictions. Thinke not upon those »r< 
that have walked fainedly before thee : but remember them, which 
according to thy will have knowen thy feare. Let it not bee thy 
will to destroy them, which have lived like beasts : but to looke 
upon them that have clearely taught thy Law. Take thou no 
indignation at them which are deemed worse then beasts ; but 
love them that alway put their trust in thy righteousnesse, and 
glory. For we and our fathers doe languish of such diseases ; but 
because of us sinners, thou shall be called merciful!. For if thou 
hast a desire to have mercy upon us, thou shalt bee called merciful], 
to us namely, that have no workes of righteousnesse. For the iust 
which have many good workes layed up with thee, shall out of 
their owne deedes receive reward. For what is man that thou 
• shouldest take displeasure at him ? or what is a corruptible genera- 
tion, that thou shouldest be so bitter toward it.' For in trueth 
there is no man among them that be borne, but he hath dealt 
wickedly, and among the faithfull, there is none which hath not 
done amisse. For in this, O Lord, thy righteousnesse, and thy 
goodnesse shalbe declared, if thou be mercifull unto them which 
have not the confidence of good workes. Then answered he mee, 
and said. Some things hast thou spoken aright, and according unto 
thy words it shalbe. For indeed I will not thinke on the disposi- 
tion of them which have sinned before death, before iudgement, 
before destruction. But I wilt reioyce over the disposition of the 
righteous, and I wil remember also their pilgrimage, and the 
salvation, and the reward that they shall have. Like as I have 
■poken now, so shall it come to passe, For as the husbandman 
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CHAPTER soweth much seed upon the ground, and planteth many trees, and 
VllI yet the thing that is sowen good in his season, commeth not up, 

iwereih neither doeth all that is planted take root : even so is it of them 
that are sowen in the world, they shall not all be saved. 1 
answered then, and said, If 1 have found grace, let me speake. 
Like as the husbandmans seedc perisheth, if it come not up, and 
receive not the raine in due season, or if there come too much 
raine and corrupt it ; even so perisheth man also which is formed 
with thy hands, and is called thine owne image, because thou art 
like unto him, for whose sake thou hast made all things, and 
likened him unto the husbandmans seede. Be not wroth with us, 
but spare thy people, and have mercy upon thine owne inheritance : 
for thou art racrcifull unto thy creature. Then answered he me, 
and said, Things present are for the present ; and things to come, 
for such as be to come. For thou commest farre short, that thou 
shouldest be able to love my creature more then I : but I have oft 
times drawen nigh unto thee, and unto it, but never to the uo- 
righteous. In this also thou art marveilous before the most high ; 
in that thou hast humbled thy selfe as it becommeth thee, and 
hast not iudged thy selfe worthy to be much glorified among the 
righteous. For many great miseries shall be done to them, that 
in the latter time slial dwell in the world, because they have 
walked in great pride. Bui understand thou for thy selfe, and 
and that glorj seeke out the glory for such as be like thee. For unto you is 
li prepsred^ Paradise opened, the tree of life is planted, the time to come is 
prepared, plenteousnesse is made ready, a citie is builded, and 
rest is allowed, yea perfect goodnesse and wisedome. The root of 
evil is sealed up from you, weakenesse and the moth is hidde from 
you, and corruption is fled into hell to be forgotten. Sorrows are 
passed, and in the end is shewed the treasure of immortalitie. 
And therefore aske thou no more questions concerning the multi- 
tude of them that perish. For when they had taken liberty, they 
despised the most High, thought scome of his Lawe, and forsooke 
his wayes. Moreover, they have troden downe his righteous, and 
said in their heart, that there is no God, yea and that knowing 
they must die. For as the things aforesaid shall receive you, so 
thirst and paine are prepared for them ; for it was not his will that 
men should come to nought. But they which be created, have 
dehled the Name of him that made them, and were unthankefull 
unto him which prepared life for them. And therefore is my 
judgement now at hand. These things have I not shewed unto 
all men, but unto thee, and a fewe Uke thee. Then answered I, 
and said. Behold, O Lord, now hast thou shewed me the multitude 
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of the wonders which thou wilt begin to doe ii 
at what time, thou hast not shewed me, 



the last times : but CHAPTBB^ 
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CHAPTER IX 

HEE answered me then, and sayde. Measure thou the time 
diUgentlj in it selfe : and when thou seest part of the 
signes past, which I have tolde thee before, then shalt thou 
understand, that it is the very same time, wherein the highest will 
begin to visite the world which he made. Therefore when there 
shall bee seene earthquakes and uprores of the people in the world : *~' 
then shalt thou wel understand, that the most high spake of those 
things from the dayes that were before thee, even from the be- 
ginning. For like a.s all that is made in the world hath a beginning, 
and an ende, and the end is manifest : even so the times also of the 
highest, have plaine beginnings in wonders and powerfull workes, "^ 
aad endings in effects and signes. 'And every one that shalbe Who AM bs 
saved, and shalbe able lo escape by his works, and by faith, "'■^^ ind 
whereby ye have beleeved, shall be preserved from the sayd perils, " "'"' 
and shall see my salvation, in ray land, and within my borders : ' 
for I have sancti^ed them for me, from the beginning. J Then shall 
they be in pitiful! case which now have abused my wayes ; and 
they that have cast them away despitefully, shall dwell in torments. 
For such, as in their life have received benefits, and have not 
knowen me : and they that have loathed my law, while they had 
yet liberty, and when as yet place of repentance was open unto 
them, understood not, but despised it: the same must know it 
after death by paine. And therefore be thou not curious, how 
the ungodly shalbe punished and when : but enquire how the 
righteous shall be saved, whose the world is, and for whom the 
world is created. Then answered I, and said, I have said before, 
and DOW doe speake, and will speake it also heereafter t thatTthcre 
be many moe of them which perish, then of them which shall be 
saved, like as a wave is greater then a droppe.^ And he answered 
me, saying : Like as the field is, so is also the seed : as the flowres 
be, such are the colours also : such as the workeman is, such also is ,.- 
the worke : and as the husbandman is himselfe, so is his husbandry 
also : for it was the time of the world. And now when I prepared 
the world, which was not yet made, even for them to dwell in that 
now live, no man spake against me. For then every one obeyed. All ibe n 
but now the maners of them which are created in this world that " ""^ "" 
is made, are corrupted by a perpetuall seed, and by a law which is ™^*" ' 
unsearchable, rid themselves. So I considered the world, and 
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CHAPTER behold there was perill, because of the devices that were come into 
And I saw and spared it greatly, and have kept rae a grape 
Yet Qod doetb of the cluster, and a plant of a great people. Let the multitude 
' perish then, which was borne in vaine, and let my grape be kept 

and my plant : for with great labour have I made it perfect. Never- 
thelesse if thou wilt cease yet seven dayes moe (but thou shalt not 
fast in them.) But goe into a field of flowres, where no house is 
builded, and eate only the flowres of the Held, Tast no flesh, drinke 
no wine, but eate flowres onely. And pray unto the Highest con- 
tinually, then wil 1 come and talke with thee. So 1 went ray way 
into the field which is called Ardath, like as he commanded me, 
and there I sate amongst the flowres, and did eate of the herbes 
of the field, and the meate of the same satisfied me. After seven 
dayes I sate upon the grasse, and my heart was vested within me, 
like as before. And I opened my mouth, and begaime to talke 
before the most High and said, O Lord, thou that shewest thy 
selfe unto us, thou wast shewed unto our fathers in the wilder- 
nesse, in a place where no man treadeth, in a barren place when 
they came out of Egypt. And thou spakest, saying, Heare mt " 
Israel, and marke my words, thou seed of lacob. For behold 1 i 
my law in you, and it shall bring fruite in you, and yee shall be 
honoured in it for ever. But our fathers which received the law, 
kept it not, and observed not thy ordinances, and though the 
fruite of thy law did not perish, neither could it, for it was thine : 
Hee oom- yet they that received it, perished, because they kept not the 

plaineih that thing that was sowen in them. And loe, it is a custome when the 
wwSb'kMm ground hath received seed, or the Sea a ship, or any vessel, meate 
Oodi Lair ; or drinke, that, that being perished wherein it was sowen, or cast 
into, that thing also which was sowen or cast therein, or received, 
doth perish, and reniuineth not with us : but with us it hath not 
happened so. For we that have received the law perish by sinne, 
and our heart also which received it. Notwithstanding the 
perisheth not, but reraaineth in his force. And when I spake these 
t- things in my heart, I looked backe with mine eyes, and upon the 
ing in a Bald, rigfit side I saw a woman, and behold, she mounied, and wept with 
a loud voyce, and was much grieved in heart, and her clothes were 
rent, and she had ashes upon her head. Then let 1 my thoughts 
goe that I was in, and turned me unto her, and said unto her. 
Wherefore weepest thou .' why art thou so grieved in thy minde? 
And she said unto me. Sir, let me alone, that 1 may bewaile my 
selfe, and adde unto ray sorow, for I am sore vexed in my minde, 
and brought very low. And I said unto her. What aileth thee ? 
Tell me. She said unto me, I thy servant have bene barren, and 
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had no childe, though I had an husband thirty yeres. And those 
thirtie yeeres I did nothing else day and night, and every houre, 
but make my prayer to the highest. After thirtie yeeres, God 
heard me thine handmaid, looked upon my misery, considered my 
trouble, and gave me a sonne ; and I was very glad of him, so was 
ray husband also, and all my neighbours, and we gave great honour 
unto the Almightie. And I nourished htm with great travaile. 
So when he grew up, and came to the time that he should have a 
wife, I made a feast. 



CHAITER X 

A ND it go came to passe, that "hen my sonne was entred into Hee Bomforteth 
aA his wedding chamber, he fell downe and died. Then we ''" "onun in 
■*■ -*■ all overthrew the lights, and all my neighbours rose up "" ^^''*- 
to comfort me, so I tooke my rest unto the second day at night. 
And it came to passe when they had all left off to comfort me. to 
the end 1 might be quiet : then rose i up by night and fled, and 
came hither into this field, as thou seest. And I doe now puqiose 
not to retume into the citie, but here to stay, and neither to eate 
nor drinke, but continually to moume, and to fast until 1 die. 
Then left I the meditations wherein 1 was, and spake to her in 
anger, saying, Thou foolish woman above all other, seest thou not 
our mourning, and what happeneth unto us? How that Sion our 
mother is full of all heavinesse, and much humbled, mourning 
very sore ? And now seeing we all moume, and are sad, for we 
are all in heavinesse, art thou grieved for one sonne ? For aske 
the earth, and she shall tell thee, that it is she, which ought to 
moume, for the fall of so many that grow upon her. For out of 
her came all at the first, and out of her shal all others come : and 
behold they walke almost all into destruction, and a multitude of 
them is utterly rooted out. Who then should make more mourn- 
ing, then she that hath lost so great a multitude, and not thou 
which art sory but for one .' But if thou sayest unto me. My lamen- 
tation is not like the earths, because I have lost the fruit of my 
womb, which I brought foorth with paines, and bare with sorrowes. 
But the earth not so ; for the multitude present in it, according to 
the course of the earth, is gone, as it came. Then say 1 unto thee. 
Like as thou hast brought foorth with labour : even so the earth 
also hath given her fruit, namely man. ever sithence the beginning, 
unto him that made her. Now therefore keepe thy sorrow to thy 
lelfe, and beate with a good courage that which hath befallen 
thee. For if thou shalt acknowledge the determination of God to 
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CHAPTER Iw iust, thou shalt both receive thy sonne in time, and shalt be 
X commended amongst women. Goe thy way then into the citie, 

to thine husband. And she said unto me. That will I not doe: I 
will not goe into the city, but here will I die. So I proceeded to 
speake further unto her, and said, Doe not so, but bee counselled 
by me i for how many arc the adversities of Sion ? Bee comforted 
in regard of tlie sorow of lerusalem. For thou seest that our Sanc- 
tuary is laid waste, our Altar broken downe, our Temple destroyed. 
Our Psaltery is laid on the ground, our song is put to silence, our 
reioycing is at an end, the light of our candlesticke is put out, the 
Arke of our Covenant is spoiled, our holy things are defiled, and 
the Name that is called upon us, is almost prophaned : our children 
are put to shame, our priests are burnt, our Levites are gone into 
captivitie, our virgines are defiled, and our wives ravished, our 
righteous men caried away, our iitle ones destroyed, our yong men 
are brought in bondage, and our strong men are become weake. 
And which is the greatest of all, the scale of Sion hath now lost 
her honour : for she is delivered into the hands of them that hate 
us. And therefore shake off thy great heavinesse, and put away 
the multitude of sorrowes, that the mighty may be merciful! unto 
thee againe, and the highest shal give thee rest, and ease from 
thy labour. And It came to passe while I was talking with her, 
behold her face upon a sudden shined exceedingly, and her coun- 
tenance glistered, so that I was afraid of her, and mused what it 
might be. And behold suddenly, she made a great cry very 
fearful: so that the earth shooke tit the noise of the woman. And 
1 looked, and beholde, the woman appeared unto me no more, but 
there was a city builded, and a large place shewed it selfe from the 
foundations : then was I a5-aid, and cried with a lowd voice, and 
said. Where is Uriel the Angel, who came unto mec at the first? 
for hee hath caused me to fall into many traunces, and mine end 
is turned into corruption, and my prayer to rebuke. And as 1 wai 
speaking these wordes, behold, he came unto me, and looked upon 
me. And loe, 1 by as one that had bene dead, and mine under- 
standing was taken from me, and he tooke me by the right hand, 
and comforted mee, and set me upon my feet, and said unto me. 
What aileth thee ? and why art thou so disquieted, and why is 
thine understanding troubled, and the thoughts of thine heart? 
And I said. Because thou hast forsaken me, and yet I did according 
to thy words, and I went into the field, and loe 1 have scene, and 
yet see, that 1 am not able to expresse. And hee said unto me. 
Stand up manfully, and 1 wil advise thee. Then said I, Speake 
on, my lord in me, onely forsake me not, lest I die frustrate of my 
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hope. For I have scene, that I knew not, and heare that 1 do not CHAPTH 
know. Or, is my sense deceived, or my soule in a dreame ? Now 
therfore, I beseech thee, that thou wilt shew thy servant of this 
vision. He answered me then, and said, Heare me, and 1 shall 
enforme thee, and tell thee wherefore thou art afraid: for the 
highest wiU reveile many secret things unto thee. Hee hath scene 
that thy way is right : for that thou sorrowest continually for thy 
people, and makest great lamentation for Sion. This therefore is The Ansel 
the meaning of the vision which thou lately sawest. Thou sawest ^''''™. j 
■ woman mourning, and thou beganst to comfort her : but now \o the field. 
9eest thou the likenesse of the woman no more, but there appeared 
unto thee a city budded. And whereas she told thee of the death 
of her eonne, this is the solution. This woman whom thou sawest, 
is Sion : and whereas she said unto thee (even she whom thou 
seest as a city builded.) Whereas I say, she said unto thee, that 
she hath bene thirty yeres barren : those are the thirty yeeres 
wherein there was no offering made in her. But after thirtie 
yeeres, Solomon builded the city, and offered offerings : and then 
bare the barren a sonne. And whereas she told thee that shee 
nourished him with labour : that was the dwelling in Hierusalem. 
But whereas she said unto thee, That my sonne comming into his 
marriage chamber^ happened to have a fall, and died, this was the 
destruction that came to Hierusalem. And behold, thou sawest 
her likenesse, and because she mourned for her sonne, thou beganst 
to comfort her, and of these things which have chaunced, these 
»re to be opened unto thee. For now the most High seeth, that 
thou art grieved unfainedly, and sufferest froih thy whole heart for 
her, so hath he shewed thee the brightnes of her glory, and the 
comelinesse of her beautie. And therfore I bad thee remaine in 
the field, where no house was builded. For I knew that the 
Highest would shew this unto thee. Therefore I commanded 
thee to goe into the field, where no foundation of any building 
was. For in the place wherein the Highest beginneth to shew 
his city, ther can no mans building be able to stand. And ther- 
fore feare not, let not thy heart be afrighted, but goe thy way in, 
and see the beautie and greatnesse of the building, as much as 
thine eyes be able to see : and then shalt thou heare as much as 
thine cares may comprehend. For thou art blessed above many 
other, and art called with the highest, and so are but few. But 
to morrow at night thou shalt remaine here. And so shall the 
highest shew thee visions of the high things, which the most high 
will do unto them, that dwel upon earth in the last dayes. So I 
slept that night and another, like as he commanded me. 
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CHAPTER XI 

THEN saw 1 It dreame, and beholde, there came up from the 
Sea an Eagle, which had twelve feathered wings, and three 
heads. And I saw, and behold, she spred her wings over 
all the earth, and all the wjndes of the ayre blew on her, and were 
gathered together. And I beheld, and out of her feathers there 
grewe other contrary feathers, and they became little feathers, 
and small. But her heads were at rest : the head in the middest 
was greater then the other, yet rested it with the residue, More- 
over I beheld, and toe, the Eagle flew with her feathers, and 
reigned upon earth, and over them that dwelt therein. And 1 
saw that all things under heaven were subiect unto her, and no 
man spake against her, no not one creature upon earth. And I 
beheld, and loe, the Eagle rose upon her talents, and spake to her 
feathers, saying, Watch not all at once, sleepe every one in his own 
place, and watch by course. But let the heads be preserved for 
the last. And I beheld, and loe, the voice went not out of her 
heads, but from the middest of her body. And I numbred her 
contrary feathers, and behold, there were eight of them. And I 
looked, and behold, on the right side there arose one feather, and 
reigned over all the earth. And so it w,is, that when it reigned, 
the ende of it came, and the place thereof appeared no more : so 
the next following stood up and reigned, and had a great time. 
And it happened, that when it reigned, the end of it came also, 
like as the first, so that it appeared no more. Then came there a 
voice unto it, and sayd, Heare, thou that hast borne rule over the 
earth so long ; this I say unto thee, before thou beginnest to appeare 
no more. There shall none after thee attaine unto thy time, 
neither unto the halfe thereof. Then arose the third, and reigned 
as the other before : and appeared no more also. So went it with 
all the residue one after another, as that every one reigned, and 
then appeared no more. Then I beheld, and loe, in processe of 
time, the feathers that folowed, stood up upon the right side, 
that they might rule also, and some of them ruled, but within 
a while they appeared no more : for some of them were set up, 
but ruled not. After this I looked, and behold, the twelve 
feathers appeared no more, nor the two little feathers : and there 
was no more upon the £kgles body, but three heads that rested, 
and sixe little wings. Then saw I also that two little feathers 
divided themselves from the sixe, and remained under the head, 
thatwas upon the right side : for the foure continued in their place. 
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And 1 beheld, and loe, the feathers that were under the wing, CHAPTBBfl 
thought to set up themselves, and to have the rule. And 1 beheld, 1" 

and loe, there was one set up, but shortly it appeared no more. 
And the second w.is sooner away then the first. And 1 beheld, 
and loe, the two that remained, thought also in themselves to 
reigne. And when they so thought, behold, there awaked one of 
the heads that were at rest, namely it that wus in the middest, for 
that was greater then the two other heads. And then [ saw, 
that the two other heads were ioyned with it. And behold, the 
head was turned with them that were with it, and did eate up the 
two feathers under the wing that would have reigned. But this 
head put the whole earth in feare, and bare rule in it over all those 
that dwelt upon the earth, with much oppression, and it had the 
governance of the world more then all the wings that had beene. 
And after this I beheld, and loe the head that was in the midst, 
suddenly appeared no more, like as the wings. But there re- 
mained the two heads, which also in like sort ruled upon the earth, 
and over those that dwelt therein. And 1 beheld, and loe, the head 
upon the right side, devoured it, that was upon the left side. 
Then I heard a, voyce, which said unto me, Looke before thee, and 
consider the tlung that thou seest. And I beheld, and loe, as it And a Lion 
were a roaring Lyon, chased out of the wood ; and I saw that hee ""^^^^i^, 
sent out a mans voyce unto the Eagle, and said, Heare thou, I ^ []„, gagle. 
will talke with thee, and the highest shall say unto thee. Art not 
thou it that remainest of the foure beasts, whom I made to raigne 
in my world, that the end of their times might come through 
them? And the fourth came and overcame all the beasts that 
were past, and hsd power over the world with great fearefulnesse, 
and over the whole corapasse of the earth with much wicked 
oppression, and so long time dwelt he upon the earth with deceit. 
For the earth hast thou not iudged with trueth. For thou hast 
afflicted the meeke, thou hast hurt the peaceable, thou hast loved 
lyers, and destroyed the dwellings of them that brought forth 
fhiite, and hast cast downe the walles of such, as did thee no harme. 
Therefore is thy wrongfull dealing come up unto the Highest, and 
thy pride unto the Mighty. The Highest also hath looked upon 
the proud times, and behold, they are ended, and bis abominations 
are fulfilled. And therefore appeare no more thou Eagle, nor thy 
horrible wings, nor thy wicked feathers, nor thy malitious heads, 
nor thy hurtfull clawes, nor all thy vaine body : that all the earth 
may he refreshed, and may returne, being delivered from thy 
♦iolence, and that she may hope for the iudgement, and mercy of 
him that made her. 
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CHAPTER XII 
A ND it came to passe whiles the Lyon spake these words unto 
A\ the Eagle, I saw : and behold, the head that remained, 
■^ ■*■ and the foure wings appeared no more, and the two went 
unto it, and set themselves up to raigne, and their kingdome was 
small and full of uprore. And I saw, and behold, they appeared 
■ no more, and the whole body of the Eagle was burnt, so that the 
earth was in great feare : then awaked I out of the trouble and 
traunce of my minde, and from great feare, and said unto my spirit, 
Loe, this hast thou done unto me, in that thou searchest out the 
wayes of the Highest. Loe, yet am I weary in my mind, and very 
weake in my spirit : and litle strength is there in me ; for the 
great feare, wherewith I was affrighted this night. Therefore wil 
I now beseech the Highest, that hee will comfort me unto the end. 
And I said. Lord, that bearest rule. If I have found grace before 
thy sight, and if I am iustified with thee, before many others, and 
if my prayer indeed be come up before thy face, comfort me then, 
and shew me thy servant the interpretation, and plaine difference 
of this fearefull vision, that thou maist perfectly comfort my soute. 
For thou hast iudged me worthy, to shew me the last times. And 
he said unto me, This is the interpretation of the vision. The 
le up from the sea, is the kingdome 
ision of thy brother Daniel. But it was 
, therefore now I declare it unto thee, 
me, that there shall rise up a kingdome 
upon earth, and it shall be feared above all the kingdomes that 
were before it. In the same shall twelve kings reigne, one after 
another. Whereof the second shall begin to reigne, and shall have 
more time then any of the twelve. And this doe the twelve wings 
signifie which thou snwest. As for the voice which thou heardest 
speake, and that thou sawest not to goe out from the heads, but 
from the mids of the body thereof, this is the interpretation : That 
after the time of that kingdome, there shall arise great strivings, 
and it shall stand in perill of falling : neverthelesse it shall not 
then fall, but shal be restored againe to his beginning. And 
whereas thou sawest the eight small under feathers sticking to her 
wings, this is the interpretation ; That in him there shal arise 
eight kings, whose time shall bee but small, and their yeeres swift. 
And two of them shall perish : the middle time approching, foure 
shall bee kept untill their end begin to approch : but two shall be 
kept unto the end. And whereas thou sawest three heads resting, 
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this is the interpretation: In his last day es shall the most High CHAPTER 1 
raise up three kingdomes, and renew many things therein, and X"" 

they shai have the dominion of the earth, and of those that 
dwell therein with much oppression, above all those that were 
before them : therefore are they called the heads of the Eagle. 
For these are they that shal accomplish his wickeclnesse, and 
that shall finish his last end. And whereas thou sawest that the 
great head appeared no more, it signifieth that one of them shall 
die upon his bed, and yet with paine. For the two that remaine, 
shall be slaine with the sword. For the sword of the one shall 
devoure the other: but at the last shall he fall through the sword 
himselfe. And whereas thou sawest two feathers under the wings 
passing over the head, that is on the right side : it signifieth that 
these are they whom the Highest hath kept unto their end : this 
is the small kingdom and full of trouble, as thou sawest. And the 
Lyon whom thou sawest rising up out of the wood, and roaring, 
and speaking to the Eagle, and rebuking her for her unrighteous- 
nesse, with all the words which thou hast heard, tliis is the 
Anointed which the Highest hath kept for them, and for their 
wickednesse unto the end: he shall reproove them, and shall 
upbraid there with their crueltie. For hee shall set them before 
him alive in iudgement, and shall rebuke them and correct them. 
For the rest of my people shall he deliver with mercie, those that 
have bin preserved upon my borders, and he shal make them 
ioyfuU untill the comming of the day of iudgement, whereof I have 
spoken unto thee from the beginning. This is the dreame that 
thou sawest, and these are the interpretations. Thou onely hast 
bene meete to know this secret of the Highest Therefore write Heiifaid 
all these things that thou hast seene, in a booke, and hide them. " *^" 
And teach them to the wise of the people, whose hearts tliou '"' "^"^ 
knowest may comprehend, and keepe these secrets. But wait and ta tut, 
thou here thy selfe yet seven dayes moe, that it may be shewed ■*" •" "'? 
thee whatsoever it pleaseth the Highest to declare unto thee t And "* °"^' 
with that he went his way. And it came to passe when all the 
people saw that the seven dayes were past, and I not come againe 
into the citie, they gathered them all together, from the least unto 
the greatest, and came unto me, and said, What have we offended 
thee? and what evill have we done against thee, that thou for- 
sakest us, and sittest here in this place ? For of nil the prophets 
thou only art left us, as a cluster of the vintage, and as a candle in 
a darke place, and as a haven or ship preserved from the tempest : 
are not the evils which are come to us, sufficient? If thou shalt 
forsake us, how much better had it bene for us, if we also had bene 
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burnt in the midst of Sion. For we are not better then they that 
died there. And they wept with a loud voice: then answered 1 
them, and sjiid, Be of good comfort, O Israel, and be not heavy 
thou house of Jacob. For the Highest hatJi you in remembrance, 
and the mighty hath not forgotten you in temptation. Asformee, 
i have not forsaken you, neither am I departed from you : but am 
come into this place, to pray for the desolation of Sion, and that 
i might aeeke mercy for the low estate of your Sanctuary. And 
now goe your way home every man, and after these daycs will I 
come unto you. Su the people went their way into the city, like 
as I commanded them : but I remained still in the field seven dayes, 
as the Angel commanded me, and did eate onely in those dayes, of 
the flowers of the fielde, and had my meat of the herbes. 
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CHAPTER XIII 
: to pnsse after seven dayes, I dreamed a dreame 
y night. And loe, there arose a winde from the sea that 
)oved all the waves thereof. And I beheld, and loe, 
that man waxed strong with the thousands of heaven : and when he 
turned his countenance to looke, all the things trembled that were 
scene under him. And whensoever the voyce went out of his 
mouth, all they burnt, that heard his voyce, like as the earth faileth 
when it feeleth the fire. And after this I beheld, and loe, there 
was gathered together a multitude of men out of number, from the 
foure windes of the heaven, to subdue the man that came out of 
the sea. But 1 beheld, and loe, hee had graved himselfe a great 
mountaine, and flew up upon it. But I would have scene the 
region, or place, whereout the hill was graven, and I could not. 
And after this I beheld, and loe, all they which were gathered 
together to subdue him, were sore afraid, and yet durst fight. 
And loe, as hee saw the violence of the multitude that came, hee 
neither lifl up his hand, nor held sword, nor any instrument of 
warre. But onely I saw that he sent out of his mouth, as it had 
bene a blast of fire, and out of his lippes a flaming breath, and out 
of his tongue he cast out sparkes and tempests, and they were all 
raixt together; the blast of fire, the flaming breath, and the 
great tempest, and fel witli violence upon the multitude, which 
was prepared to fight, and burnt them up every one, so that upon 
a sudden, of an innumerable multitude, nothing was to be per- 
ceived, but onely dust and smell of smoke : when I saw this, I was 
afraid. Afterward saw I the same man come downe from the 
mountaine, and call unto him an other peaceable multitude. And 
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there came much people unto him, whereof some were glad, some CHAPTKR 
were sory, some of them were bound, and other some brought of XIII 

tbem that were offred : then was I sicke through great feare, and I 
awaked and said. Thou hast shewed thy servant wonders from 
the beginning, and hast counted me worthy that thou shouldest 
receive my prayer : shew mee now yet the interpretation of this 
dreame. For as I conceive in mine understanding, woe unto them 
that shall be left in those dayes ; and much more woe unto them 
that are not left behinde. For they that were not left, were in 
heavinesse. Now understand I the things that are layde up in the 
latter dayes, which shall happen unto them, and to those that are 
left behinde. Therefore are they come into great perils, and many 
necessities, like as these dreames declare. Yet is it easier for him 
that is in danger, to come into these things^ then to passe away as 
a cloud out of the world, and not to see the things that happen in 
the last dayes. And he answered unto me, and said. The inter- 
pretation of the vision shal I shew thee, and 1 wil open unto thee, 
the thing that thou hast required. Wheras thou hast spoken of 
them that are left behinde, this is the interpretation. He that 
shall endure the penll in that time, hath kept himselfe ; they that 
be fallen into danger, are such as have workes, and faith towards 
the Almightie. Know this therefore, that they which be left 
behinde, are more blessed then they that be dead. This is the The deolara- 
meaning of the vision : Whereas thou sawest a man comming up ^"" "' ''" 
from the middest of the Sea : the same is hee whom God the ''™°"' 
highest hath kept a great season, which by his ownc selfe shall i 
deliver his creature ; and bee shall order them that are left behinde. 
And whereas thou sawest, that out of his mouth there came as a 
blast of winde, and fire, and storm e : and that he helde neither 
sword, nor any instrument of wnrre, but that the rushing in of him 
destroyed the whole multitude that came to sul}due him, this is 
the interpretation. TBehold, the dayes come, when the most high 
wil begin to deliver them that are upon the earth. And he shall ' 
come to the astonishment of them that dwell on the earth. And ^ 
one shall undertake to light against another, one city against 
another, one plac^e against another, one people against another, and 
one realme against another. And the time shalbe, when these 
things shall come to passe, and the signes shall happen which I 
shewed thee before, and then shall my sonne be declared, whom 
thou sawest as a man ascending^ And when all the people heare 
his voice, every man shall in their owne land, leave the battaile *- 
they have one against another. And an innumerable multitude 
shalbe gathered together, as thou sawest them willing to came, 
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and to overcome liim by fighting. But hee shall stand 
top of the mount Sion. And Sion shall come and shall be shewed 
to all men, being prepared and builded, like as thou sawest the hill 
graven without hands. And this my sonne shall rebuke the wicked 
inventions of those nations, which for their wicked life are fallen 
into the tempest, and shall lay before them their evill thoughts, 
and the torments wherwith they shall begin to be tormented, 
which are like unto aflame : and hee shall destroy them without 
labour, by the law which is like unto fire. And whereas thou 
sawest that hee gathered another peaceable multitude unto him ; 
those are the ten tribes, which were caried away prisoners out of 
their owne land, in the time of Osea the king, whom Sal manasar the 
king of Assyria ledde away captive, and hee caried them over the 
waters, and so came they into another land. But they tooke this 
counsaile amongst themselves, that they would leave the multitude 
of the heathen, and goe foorth into a further countrey, where never 
mankind dwell, that they might there keepe their statutes, which 
they never kept in their owne land. And they en tred into Euphrates 
by the narrow passages of the River. For the most high then shewed 
signes for them, and held still the flood, till they were passed over. 
For through that countrey there was a great way to goe ; namely, 
of a yeere and a h»lfe : and the same region is called Arsareth. 
Then dwelt they there untill the latter time ; and now when they 
shall begin to come, the highest shall stay the springs of the streame 
againe, that they may go through : therefore sawest thou the mul- 
titude with peace. But those that be left behinde of thy people, 
are they that are found within my borders. Now when hee de- 
Btroyeth the multitude of the nations that are gathered together, 
he shal defend his people that remaine. And then shall hee shewe 
them great wonders. Then said 1, O Lord, that bearest rule, shew 
me this : Wherefore have I seene the man comming up from the 
midst of the Sea .' .\nd he said unto me, Like as thou canst neither 
aeeke out, nor know the things that are in the deepe of the sea; 
even so can no man upon earth see my sonne, or those that be 
with him, but in the day time. This is the interpretation of the 
dreame which thou sawest, and whereby thou onely art here 
lightened. For thou hast forsaken thine owne way, and applied 
thy diligence unto my law, and sought it. Thy life hast thou 
ordered in wisdome. and hast called understanding thy mother. 
And therefore have I shewed thee the treasures of the Highest: 
After other three dayes, I will speake other things unto thee, and 
declare unto thee mightie and wonderous things. Then went [ 
forth into the field giving praise and thanks greatly unto the most 
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High, because of his wonders which he did i 
hee govemeth the same, and such things as 
and there I sate three dayes. 

CHAPl'ER XIIII 
A ND it came to passe, upon the third day I sate under an oke, A vi 
/-\ and behold, there came a voyce out of a bush over against "'.t ,. .. ^ 
-*■ ■»■ me, and said, Esdras, Esdras. And I said. Here am I ""l^"" ^"''^ 
Lord, anil I stood up upon my feet. Then said he unto rae, In the 
bush 1 did manifestly reveale my selfe unto Moses, and talked with 
him, when my people served in Egypt. And I sent him, and led 
my people out of Egypt, and brought him up to the mount of Sinai, 
where I held him by me, a Inng season, and told him many 
wonderous things, and shewed him the secrets of the times, and 
the end, and commanded him, saying, These wordes shalt thou 
declare, and these shalt thou hide. And now 1 say unto thee, 
that thou lay up in thy heart the signes that I have shewed, and 
the dreames that thou hast scene, and the interpretations which 
thou hast heard : for thou shalt be taken away from all, and 
from henceforth thou shalt remaine with my sonne, and with 
such as be like thee, untill the times be ended. For the world "id telloth 
hath lost his youth, and the times begin to waxe old. For the ' 'r" y^" 
world is divided into twelve parts, and the ten parts of it are gone 
already, and halfe of a tenth part. And there remaineth that 
which is after the halfe of the tenth part. Now therefore set 
thine house in order, and reprove thy people, comfort such of 
them as be in trouble, and now renounce corruption. Let go 
from thee mortall thoughts, cast away the burdens of man, put off 
now the weake nature, and set aside the thoughts that are most 
heavy unto thee, and haste thee to flie from these times. For yet 
greater evils then those which thou hast scene happen, shall bee 
done hereafter. For looke how much the world shall be weaker 
through age: so much the more shall evils increase upon them 
that dwell therein. For the trueth is fled farre away, and leasing is 
hard at hand : For now hasteth the vision to come, which thou hast 
scene. Then answered I before thee, and said, Behold, Lord, I will 
go as thou hast commanded me, and rcproove the people which 
are present, but they that shall be borne afterwani, who shall 
admonish them ? thus the world is set in darkencs, and they that He doalreih 
dwell therein, are without light. For thy law is burnt, therefore S^'^J^'^ 
no man knoweth the things that are done of thee, or the works to- " " 
that shal begin. But if I have found grace before thee, send the »ll 
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HAPTER holy Ghost into me, and 1 shall write all that huth heiie di 
XIIll the world, since the beginning, which were written in thy Lawe, 

that men may find thy path, and that they which will live In the 
latter dayes, may live. And he answered me, saying, Goe thy 
way, gather the people together, and say unto them, that they 
id is bid seeke thee not for fourtie dayes. But looke thou prepare thee 

riieM * ' many boxe trees, and take with thee Sarea, Dabria, Selemia, 
£^nuK and Asiel, these five which are ready to write swiftly. 
And come hither, and 1 shall light a candle of understanding in 
thine heart, which shall not be put out, till the things be per- 
formed which thou shalt beginne to write. And when thou hast 
done, some things shalt thou publish, and some things shalt thou 
shew secretly to the wise : to morrowe this houre shalt thou 
beginne tn write. Then went 1 foorth as he commanded, and 
gathered all the people together, and said, Heare these words, O 
Israel. Our fathers at the beginning were strangers in Egypt, 
from whence they were delivered : and received the law of life 
which they kept not, which ye also have transgressed after them. 
Then was the land, even the land of Sion, parted among you by 
lot, but your fathers, and yee your selves have done unrlghteous- 
nesse, and have not kept the wayes which the Highest com- 
manded you. And for as much as he is a righteous iudge, hee 
tooke from you in time, the thing that he had given you. And 
DOW are you heere, and your brethren amongst you. Therefore if 
so be that you will subdue your owne understanding, and reforme 
your hearts, yee shall be kept alive, and after death yee shall 
obtaine mercy. For after death, shall the iudgement come, when 
we shall live againe : and then shall the names of the righteous 
be manifest, and the workes of the ungodly shall be declared. 
Let no man therefore come unto me now, nor seeke after me these 
fourty dayes. So I tooke the five men as hee commanded me, 
and we went into the field, and remained there. And the next 
day behold a voyce called mee saying. Esdras, open thy mouth 
fle and they and drinke that I give thee to drinke. Then opened 1 my mouth, 
'd^Undlng- ■"'* behold, he reached me a full cup, which was full as it were 
with water, but the colour of it was like fire. And I tooke it, and 
dranke ; and when I had drunke of it, my heart uttered under- 
standing : and wisedome grew in ray breast, for my spirit strength- 
ened my memorj'. And my mouth was opened and shut no more. 
The highest gave understanding unto the five men, and they 
wrote the wonderfull visions of the night, that were told, which 
they knew not : And they sate fourty dayes, and they wrote in 
the day, and at night they ate bread. As for me 1 spake in the 
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d«y, and held not my tongue by night : in fourty dayes they wrote CHAPTER 
two hundred and foure bookes. And it came to passe when the XJIll 

fourty dayes were fulfilled, that the Highest apake, saying. The but h«e !■ 
first that thou hast written, publish openly, that the worthy and "''"^ad not 
unworthy may read it. But kcepe the seventy last, that thou tha'ua wnttai 
mayest deliver them onely to such as be wise, among the people. 
For in them is the spring of understanding, the fountains of 
wisedome, and the streame of knowledge. And I did so. 



CHAPTER XV 



B^ 



^ EHOLD, speake thou in the eares of my people the words Th» propbede 
of prophesie, which I will put in thy mouth, saith the Lord. i» Mrtalne. 
And cause them to be written in paper : for they are 
faithfull and true. Feare not the imaginations against thee, let 
not the incredulity of them trouble thee, that speake against thee. 
For all the unfaithfull shall die in their unfaithfulnesse. Behold, (joj „[[] (4i„ 
saith the Lord, I will bring plagues upon the world; the sword, venge»noo upon 
famine, death, and destruction. For wickednesse hath exceed- '*"" "i"'™' 
ingly polluted the whole earth, and their hurtfull workes are 
fulfilled, Therefore saith the Lord, 1 will hold my tongue no 
more as touching their wickednesse, which they prophanely 
commit, neither wil I suffer them in those things, in which they 
wickedly exercise themselves : behold, the innocent and righteous 
blood cryeth unto me, and the soules of the iust complaine 
continually. And therefore saith the Lord, I wil surely avenge 
them, and receive unto me, all the innocent blood from among 
them. Beholde, my people is ledde as a flocke to the slaughter : 
I wil not suffer them now to dwel in the land of Egypt. But I 
will bring them with a mighty hand, and a stretched out arme, 
and smite Egypt with plagues as before, and wil destroy al the 
land thereof. Egypt shal mourne, and the foundation of it shall Upon Egypt. 
bee smitten with the plague and punishment, that God shall bring 
upon it. They that till the ground shall moume : for their seedes 
I shall faile, through the blasting, and haile, and with a fearefull 
constellation. Woe to the world, and them that dwell therein. 
For the sword and their destruction draweth nigh, and one people 
shall stand up to fight against another, and swords in their hands. 
For there shalbe sedition among men, and invading one another, 
they shal not regard their kings, nor princes, and the course of 
their actions shall stand in their power. A man shall desire to goe 
into a citie, and shall not be able. For because of their pride, the 
cities shalbe troubled, the houses shalbe destroyed, and men shalbe 
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afraid. A mnn shall have no pitie upon his neighbour, but shall { 
destroy their houses with the sword, and spoils their goods, 
because of the lacke of breud, and for great tribulation. Behold, 
saith God, I will call together all the Kings of the earth to 
reverence me, which are from the rising of the Sunne, from the 
South, from the East, and LibanuE : to tume themselves one 
against another, and repay the things that they have done to them. 
Like as they doe yet this day unto my chosen, so will I doe also 
and recompense in their bosome. Thus saith the Lord God ; My 
right hand shall not spare the sinners, and my sword shal not cease 
over them, that shed innocent blood upon earth. The Gre is gone! 
foorth from his wrath, and hath consumed the foundations of the 
earth, and the sinners like the straw tbat is kindled. Wo to them . 
that sinne and keepe not my comman dements, saith the Lord. 
will not spare them : goe your way ye children from the powt 
defile not my Sanctuary : for the Lord knoweth all them that 
sinne against him, and therefore delivereth he them unto de 
and destruction. Far now are the plagues come upon the whole 
earth, and ye shall remaine in them, for God shal not deliver you, 
because ye have sinned against him. Behold an horrible vision, 
and the appearance thereof from the East. Where the nations of 
the dragons of Arabia shall come out with many eharets, and the 
multitude of them shalbe caried as the winde upon earth, that all 
they which heare tliem, may feare and tremble. Also the Car- 
manians raging in wrath, shal! go forth as the wilde bores of the 
wood, and with great power shall they come, and ioyne battel] 
with them, and shall waste a portion of the land of the Assyrians, 
And then shall the dragons have the upper hand, remembring 
their nature, and if they shall tume themselves, conspiring together 
in great power to persecute them, then these shalbe troubled, and 
keepe silence through their power, and shall flee. And from the 
land of the Assyrians, shall the enemy besiege them, and consume 
some of them, and in their host shall be feare, and dread and strife 
among their kings. Behold clouds from the East, and from the 
North, unto the South, and they are very horrible to looke upon ; 
full of wrath and storrae. They shall smite one upon another, and 
they shall smite downe a great multitude of starres upon the earth, 
even their owne starre ; and blood shalbe from the sword unto the 
belly. And doung of men unto the camels hough. And there 
shalbe great fearefulnesse and trembhngupon earth: and they that 
see the wrath, shall be afraid, and trembling shall come upon them. 
And then shall there come great stormes, from the South, and from 
the North, and another part from the West. And strong winds 
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shal arise from the East, and shall open it, and the cloud which CHAPTER 
bee raised up in wrath, and the starre stirred to cause feare toward XV 

the East and West winde, shalbe destroyed. The great and mightic 
cloudes shall be lifted up full of wrath, and the starre, that they 
may make all the earth afraid, and them that dwel therein, and 
they shall powre out over every high and eminent place, an horrible 
starre. Fire and haile, and fleeing swords, and many waters, that 
ail fields may be full, and all rivers with the abundance of great 
waters. And they ahal breake downe the cities, and walls, moun- 
1 taines and hils, trees of the wood, and grasse of the medowes, and 
their come. And they shal goe stedfastly unto Babylon, and make Babylon and 
her afraid. They shall come to her, and Ijesiege her, the starre ^* ^^ 
and all wrath shall they powre out upon her, then shall the dust 

ind smoke goe up unto the heaven : and all they that be about 
her, shall bewaile her, And they that remaine under her, shall 
doe service unto them that have put her in feare. And thou Asia 
that art partaker of the hope of Babylon, and art the glory of her 
person : woe be unto thee thou wretch, because thou hast made 
thy selfe like unto her, and hast deckt thy daughters in whoredome, 
that they might please and glory in thy lovers, which have alway 
desired to commit whordome with thee. Thou host followed her, 
that is hated in all her works and inventions ; therefore sayth God, 
I will send plagues upon thee : widowhood, povertie, famine, sword, 
and pestilence, to waste thy houses with destruction and death. 
And the glory of thy power shall be dried up as floure, when the 
heate shall arise that is sent over thee. Thou shalt bee weakened 

s a poore woman with stripes, and as one chastised with woundes, 

o that the mightte and lovers shall not be able to receive thee. 

Vould I with iealousie have so proceeded against thee, saith the 
Lord, if thou haddest not alway slaine my chosen, exalting the 
stroke of thine hands, and saying over their dead, when thou wast 
drunken. Set foorth the beauty of thy countenance. The reward 
of thy whoredome shall be in thy bosome, therefore shalt thou re- 
ceive recompense. Like as thou hast done unto my chosen, saytli 
the Lord ; even so shall God doe unto thee, and shall deliver thee 
into mischiefe. Thy children shall die of hunger, and thou shalt 
fall through the sword : thy cities shalbe broken downc, and all 
thine shall perish with the sword in the field. They that be in the 
mountaines shall die of hunger, and eate their owne flesh, and drinke 
ir owne blood, for very hunger of bread, and thirst of water. 
Thou, as unhappy, shalt come through the Sea, and receive plagues 
againe. And in the passage, they shall rush on the idle citie, and 
shall destroy some portion of thy land, and consume part of thy 
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CHAPTER glory, and Bhall retume to Babylon that was destroyed. And thou 
XV shatt be cast downe by them, as stubble, and they shall be unto 

thee as fire, and shall cansume thee and thy cities, thy land and 
thy niountaines, all thy woods and thy fruitfull trees shall they 
bume up with fire. Thy children shall they cary away captive, 
and looke what thou hast, they shall spoile it, and marre the beauty 
of thy face. 

CHAPTER XVI 



Babylon and 
other plaCDB 
ue threatned 
with pligaei 
that oaimot 
be avoided : 



w° 



OE be unto thee, Babylon and Asia, woe be unto thee 
Egypt and Syria. Gird up your selves with clothes of 
sBcke and haire, bewaile your children, and be sory, for 
your destruction is at hand. A sword is sent upon you, and who 
may turne it bucke ? A fire is sent among you, and who may quench 
it ? Plagues are sent unto you, and what is he tliat may drive thera 
away .'' May any man drive away a hungry Lion in the wood ? or 
may any one quench the fire in stubble, when it hath begun to 
bume ? May one tume againe the arrow that is shot of a strong 
archer ? The mightie Lord sendeth the plagues, and who is hee 
that can drive them away ? A fire shall goe foorth from his wrath : 
and who is he that m:iy quench it? He shall cast lightnings, and 1 
who shall not feare ? he shall thunder, and who shall not be afraid ? ,' 
The Lord shall threaten, and who shall not be utterly beaten to 
powder at his presence P The earth quaketh and the foundations 
/ thereof, the sea ariseth up with waves from the deepe, and the 
I waves of it are troubled, and the fishes thereof also hefore the Lord, 
and before the glorie of his power. For strong is his right hand 
that bendeth the bow, his arrowes that hee shooteth are sharpe, 
and shall not misse when they begin to hee shot into the ends of 
the world. Behold, the plagues are sent, and shall not retume 
againe, untill they come upon the earth. The fire is kindled, and 
shall not be put out, till it consume the foundation of the earth. 
Like as an arrow which is shot of a mightie archer retumeth not 
backward : even so the plagues that shall be sent upon earth, shall 
not retume againe. Woe is me, woe is me, who will deliver me in 
those dayes ? The beginning of sorrowes, and great mournings, the, 
beginning of famine, and great death : the beginning of warres,' 
and the powers shall stand in feare, the beginning of evils, what 
shall 1 doe when these evils thai comet* Behold, famine, and 
plague, tribulation and anguish, are sent as scourges for amendment. 
But for all these things they shall not tume from their wickednes, 
nor be alway mindfuU of the scourges. Behold, victuals shall be so 
good cheape upon earth, that they shal think themselves to be in 
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goodeaEe,aDd even then shall evils growe upon earth, sword, famine, CHAPTER 
and great confusion. For many of them that dwell upon earth, XVI 

shall perish of famine, and the other that escape the hunger, shall 
the sword destroy. And the dead shall be cast out as doung, and and with 
there shalbe no man to comfort them, for the earth shall be wasted, ^™>l»tion, 
«nd the cities shall be cast downe. There shall be no man left to till 
the earth, and to sow it The trees shall give fruite, and who shall 
gather them? The grapes shall ripe, and who shall treade them .? 
for all places shall be desolate of men. So that one man sfaall 
desire to see another, and to heare his voyce. For of a citie there 
/ shalbe ten left, and two of the field which shall hide themselves in 
/ the thicke groves, and in the clefts of rockes. As in an orchard 
of olives, upon every tree there are lefl three or foure olives : or, 
when as a vineyard is gathered, there are left some clusters of them 
that diligently seek through the vineyard : even so in those dayes 
there shalbe three or foure left by them that search their houses 
with the sword. And the earth shall be laid waste, and the fields 
therof shal waxe old, and her wayes and all her paths shall grow 
full of thornes, because no man shall travaile therethrough. The 
virgins shall moume having no bridegromes, the women shal moume 
having no husbands, their daughters shall moume having no helpers. 
In the warres shall their bridegromes bee destroyed, and their 
husbands shall perish of famine. Heare now these things, and 
understand ihem, ye servants of the Lord. Behold the word of 
the Lord, receive it, beleeve not the gods of whom the Lord spake. 
Behold, the plagues draw nigh, and are not slackc. As when a 
woman with chUde in the ninth month bringeth forth her son, 
within two or three houres of her birth great paines compasse her 
worabe, which paines, when the child commeth forth, they slacke 
not a moment, even so shall not the plagues bee slncke to come 
upon the earth, and the world shall mourne, and sorrowes shal come 
upon it on every side. O my people, Heare my word : make you The lemnU 
ready to the battell, and in those evils, be even as pilgrtmes upon ""^a Lmile 
the earth. He that sellelh let him be ua hee that fleeth «wny : fo, tro^^; 
and he that buyeth, as one that will loose. He that occupieth 
merchandiie, as he thai had no profit by it : and he that buildeth, 
OS hee that shall not dwell therein. He that soweth, as if he should 
not reape : so also he that planteth the vineyard, as he that shal 
not gather the grapes. They that marry, as they that shall get no 
children : and they that marrle not, as the widowers. And there- 
fore they that labour, labour in vaine. For strangers shall reape 
their fruits, and spoile their goods, overthrowe their houses ; and 
take their children captives, for in captivity and famine shall they 
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And they that occupy their merchandize with 
robbery, the more they decke their citties, their houses, their 
possessions and their owne persons : the more will I be angry 
witli them for their sinne, saith the Lord. Like as an whore 
envieth a right honest and vertuous woman : so shall righteousnesse 
hate iniquity, when she decketh her selfe, and shall accuse her, to 
her face, when he corameth that shall defend htm that diligently 
searcheth out every sinne upon earth. And therfore be yee not 
like therunto, nor to the workes thereof. For yet a little iniquitie 
shall be taken away out of the earth, and righteousnesse shall 
reigne among you. Let not the sinner say that he hath not sinned: 
for God shall bume coales of fire upon his head, which saith before 
the Lord God and his glory, I have not sinned. Behold, the Lord 
knoweth all the workes of men, their imaginations, their thoughts, 
and their hearts: which spake but the word, let the earth be made, 
and it was made ; let the heaven be made, and it was created. In 
his word were the starres made, and he knoweth the number of 
them. He searcheth the deepe, and the treasures thereof, he hath 
measured the Sen, and what it containeth. He hath shut the Sea 
in the midst of the waters, and with his word hath he banged the 
earth upon the waters. He spreadeth out the heavens like a vault, 
upon the waters hath he founded it. In the desart hath hee made 
springs of water, and pooles upon the tops of the mountaines, that 
the floods might powre downe from the high rockes to water the 
earth. He made man, and put his heart in the midst of the body, 
and gave him breath, life, and understanding. Yea and the spirit of 
Almighty God, which made all things, and searcheth out all hidden 
things in the secrets of the earth. Surely he knoweth your inven- 
tions, and what you thinke in your hearts, even them that sinne, 
and would hide their sinne. Therefore hath the Lord exactly 
searched out all your workes, and he will put you all to shame. 
And when your sinnes are brought foorth yee shalbe ashamed 
before men, and your owne sinnes shall be your accusers in that 
day. What will yee doe ? or how will yee hide your sinnes before 
God and his Angels ? Behold, God himselfe is the iudge, feare him : 
leave off from your sinnes, and forget your iniquities to meddle no 
more with them for ever, so shall God lead you forth, and deliver 
you from all trouble. For behold, the burning wrath of a great 
multitude is kindled over you, and they shall take away certaine 
of you, and feede you being idle with things offered unto idoles. 
And they that consent unto them shall be had in derision, and in 
reproch, and troden under foote. For there shall be in every place, 
and in the next cities a great insurrection upon those that feare 
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the Lord. They shall be like mad men, sparing nonej but still CHAPTEIR I 
spoiling and destroying those that feare the Lord. For they shal XVI 

waste and take away their goods, and cast them out of their houses. 
Then shall they be knowen who are my chosen, and they shall be 
tried, as the gold in the tire : Heare, O yee my beloved, saith the bnt lekve them, 
Lord : behold, the dajes of trouble are at hand, but I will deliver and they >h»U 
you from the same. Be yee not afraid, neither doubt, for God is 
your guide, and the guide of them who keepe my commaundements, 
and precepts, saith the Lord God ; Let not your sinnes weigh you 
downe, and let not your iniquities lift up themselves. Woe bee 
unto them that are bound with their sinnes, and covered with 
their iniquities : like as a field is covered over with bushes, and 
the path thereof covered with thomes, that no man may 
travell through. It is left undressed, and is cast into 
the fire, to bee consiuned therewith. 



TOBIT 




CHAPTER I 
HE Booke of the wordes of Tobit, sonne ofTobithis 
Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the sonne of Aduel, ^^^(^„^^ 
the Sonne of Gabael, of the seed of Asael, of j,jg youth, 
the Tribe of Nephthali, who in the time of 
Enemessar king of the Assyrians, was ted cap- 
tive out of Thisbe which is at the right hand of 
that citie, which is called properly Nephthali 
in Galile above Aser, I Tobit have walked all 
the dayes of my life in the way of trueth, and 
iustice, and I did many almes deeds to my brethren, and my 
nation, who came with me to Nineve into the land of the Assyrians. 
And when I was in mine owne countrey, in the land of Israel, being 
but yong, all the tribe of Nephthali my father, fell from the house 
of leruMilem, which was chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, that 
all the tribes should sacrifice there where the Temple of the habi- 
tation of the most High was consecrated, and built for all ages. 
Now all the tribes which together revolted, and the house of my 
father Nephthali sacrificed unto the heifer Baal. But I alone went 
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often to lerusalem nf the FeaEts, as it was ordeined unto al the 
people of Israel by an everlasting decree, having the first fruits, 
and tenths of encrease, with that which was first shome, and them 
gave 1 at the Altar to the Priestes the children of Aaron. The 
first tenth part of al increase, 1 gave to the sonnes of Aaron, who 
ministred at lerusalem : another tenth part I sold away, and went, 
and spent it every yeere at lerusalem. And the thiril, 1 gave unto 
them to whom it was meet, as Debora my fathers mother had 
commanded mee, because 1 was left an orphane by my father. 
Furthermore when I was come to the age of a. man, I married 
Anna of mine owne kinred, and of her I begate Tobias. And 
when we were caried away captives to Nineve, all my brethren, 
and those that were of my kinred, did eale of the bread of the 
Gentiles. But I kept my selfe from eating ; because I remembred 
God with all my heart. And the most High gave me grace, and 
favour before Enemessar, so that I was his purveyour. And 1 went 
into Media, and left in trust with Gabael, the brother of Gabrias 
at Rages a citie of Media, ten talents of silver. Now when 
Enemessar was dead, Sennacherib his sonne reigned in his stead, 
whose estate was troubled, that I could not goe into Media. And 
in the time of Enemessar, I gave many alraes to my brethren, and 
gave my bread to the hungry, and my clothes to the naked : and 
if 1 saw any of my nation dead, or cast about the walles of Nineve, 
I buried him. And if the king Sennacherib had slaine any, when 
hee was come, and Hedde from ludea, I buried them privily, (for 
in his wrath hee killed many) but the bodies were not found, when 
they were sought for of the king. And when one of the Ninevites 
went, and complained of me to the king that I buried them, and 
hid my selfe: understanding that I was sought for to be put to 
death, 1 withdrew my selfe for feare. Then all my goods were 
forcibly taken away, neither was there any thing left me, besides 
my wife Anna, and my sonne Tobias. And there passed not live 
and fiftie dayes before two of his sonnes killed him, and they 
fled into the mountaines of Ararath, and Sarchedonus his sonne 
reigned in his stead, who appointed over his fathers accounts, and 
over all his affaires, Achiacharus ray brother Anaels sonne. And 
Achiacharus entreating for me, I returned to Nineve : now Achia- 
charus was Cup-bearer, and keeper of the Signet, and Steward, and 
overseer of the accounts : and Sarchedonus appointed him Bext 
imto him : and hee was my brothers sonne. 
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NOW when I waa come home againe, and my 
restored unto me, with my sonne Tobias, 
Pentecost, which is the holy Feast of the seven weekes, 
there was a good dinner prepared me, in the which 1 sate down to 
eate. And when I saw abundance of meate, I sayd to my sonne, 
Goe and bring what poore man soever thou shalt finde out of our 
brethren, who is mindfull of the Lord, and loe, 1 tarie for thee. 
But he came againe and said, Father, one of our nation is strangled, 
and is cast out in the market place. Then before I had tasted of 
any meate, I start up and tooke him up into a roume, until! the 
going downe of the Sunne. Then I returned and washed my selfe, 
and ate my meate in heavinesse, remembring that prophesie of 
Amos, as hee said ; 

Your feasts shall be turned into mourning. 

And all your mirth into lamentation. 
Therefore I wept : and after the going dawne of the Sunne, I 
went and made a grave, and buried him. But my neighbours 
mocked me, and said. This man is not yet afraide to be put to 
death for this matter, who fledde away, and yet loe, he burieth the 
dead againe. The same night also I returned from the buriall, and 
slept by the wall of my court yard, being polluted, and my face 
was uncovered ; and I knewe not that there were Sparrowes in 
the wall, and mine eyes being open, the Sparrowes muted warrae blinde. 
doung into mine eyes, and n whitenesse came in mine eyes, and I 
went to the Physicians, but they helped me not ; moreover Achia- 
charus did nourish mee, untill I went into Elymais. And my wife Hiawife 
Anna did take womens workes to doe. And when shee had sent ^_''_^'^.'" 
them home to the owners, they payd her wages, and gave her also 
besides a kid. And when it was in mine liouse, and beganne to 
crie, I said unto her. From whence is this kidde ? is it not stollen ? 
render it to the owners, for it is not lawfull to eate any thing that 
is stollen. But shee replyed upon me. It was given for a gift more 
then the wages: Howbeit I did not beleeve her, but bade her 
render it to the owners ; and I waa abashed at her. But she a'ydiiB.'' 
replyed upon me. Where are thine almes, and thy righteous 
deedes ? behold, thou and all thy workes are kaowen. 






foil 



Tobit grieved 
with hJB wives 
lAouU, piajeth. 



'a raprooliod 

fslhora maidsB, 
prayelh alio. 



k 



TOBIT 

CHAPTER III 

THEN I being grieved, did weepe, and in my sorrowe prsved, 
saying, O Lord, thou art iust and all thy workes, and all 
thy wayes are mercie and trueth, and thou iudgest truely 
and justly for ever. Remember me, and looke on me, punish me 
not for my sinnes and ignorances, and the sinnes of my fathers, who 
have sinned before thee. For they obeyed not thy commaDde- 
ments, wherefore thou hast delivered us for a spoile, and unto 
captivitie, and unto death, and for a proverbe of reproch to all the 
nations among whom we are dispersed. And now thy judgments 
are many and true : Deale with me according to my sinnes, and my 
fathers : because we have not kept thy eommandements, neither 
have walked in trueth before thee. Now therefore deale with 
me as seemeth best unto thee, and command my spirit to be taken 
from me, that I may be dissolved, and become earth : for it is 
profitable for me to die, rather then to live, because I have heard 
false reprochcfi, and have much sorow : command therfore that I 
may now be delivered out of this distresse, and goe into the ever- 
lasting place : turne not thy face away from me. It came to passe 
the same day, that in Ecbatane a citie of Media, Sara the daughter 
of Raguel, was also reproched by her fathers maides, because that 
she had bin maried to seven husbands, whom Asmodeus the evil] 
spirit had killed, before they had lien with her. Doest thou not 
knowe, said they, that thou hast strangled thine husbands ? thou 
hast had already seven huslands, neither wast thou named after 
any of them. Wherefore doest thou beate us for them ? If they 
be dead, goe thy wayes after them, let us never see of thee either 
Sonne or daughter. When she heard these things, she was very 
sorowful, so that she thought to have strangled her selfe, and she 
said, I am the onely daughter of my father, and if I doe this, it 
shall bee a reproch unto him, and I shall bring his old age with 
sorow unto the grave. Then she prayed toward the window, and 
said. Blessed art thou, O Lord my God, and thine holy and glorious 
Name is blessed, and honourable for ever, let al thy works praise 
thee for ever. And now, O Lord, I set mine eyes and my face 
toward thee, and say, Take me out of the earth, that I may heare 
no more the reproch. Thou knowest. Lord, that I am pure from 
all sinne with man, and that I never polluted my name, nor the 
name of my father in the land of my captivitie : 1 am the onely 
daughter of my father, neither hath he any child to bee his heire, 
neither any neere kinsemon, nor any sonne of his alive, to whome 
I may keepe my selfe for a wife : my seven husbands are already 
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dead, and why should I live ? but if it please not thee that I should CHAPTKE J 

die, comraaDd some regard to be had of nie, and pitie taken lU ■ 

of me, that 1 heare no more reproch. So the prayers of them I 
both were heard before the Maiesty of the great God. And An Angal ia ■ 
Raphael was sent to heale them both, that is, to scale away ^"J. 'hTth'* I 

the whitenesse of Tobits eyes, and to give Sara the daughter I 

of Raguel] for a wife to Tobias the sonne of Tobit, and to bind I 

Asmodeus the evill spirit, because she belongeth to Tobias by I 

right of inheritance. The aelfe same time came Tobit home, and H 

entred into his house, and Sara, the daughter of Haguel came H 

downe from her upper chamber. H 

CHAPTER nil I 

IN that day Tobit reniembred the money, which he had com- V 

mitted to Gabael in Rages of Media, and said with himselfe, ^ 

1 have wished for death, wherefore doe I not call for my 1 

Sonne Tobias, that I may sigulhe to him of the money before I die. I 
And when he had called him, he said ; My sonne, when 1 am dead, Tobit g[veth M 
bury me, and despise not thy mother, but honour her all the dayes jostruotionu M 

of thy life, and doe that which shall please her, and greive her not. Tubiw, I 

Remember, ray sonne, that shee saw many dangers for thee, when I 

thou wast in herwombe,and when shee is dead, bury her by me in J 

one grave. My sonne, be mindfull of the Lord our God all thy ^t 

dayes, and let not thy will be set to sinne, or to transgresse his ^M 

Commandements : doe uprightly all thy life long, and follow not H 

the wayes of unrig hteousn esse. For if thou deale truely, thy H 

doings shall prosperously succeed to thee, and to .ill them that live H 

tustly. Give almes of thy substance, and when thou givest almes, H 

let not thine eye be envious, neither tume thy face from any H 

poore, and the face of God shall not be turned away from thee. H 

If thou hast abundance, give almes accordingly; if thou have but ii H 

'litle, be not afraid to give according to that title. For thou layest H 

up a good treasure tor thy selfc against the day of necessitie. ^M 

Because that almes doth deliver from death, and sulfereth not to ^M 

come into darkuesse. For almes is a good gift unto all that give ^M 

it, in the sight of the most tiigh. Beware of all wboredome, my H 

Sonne, and ehiefely take a wife of the seed of thy fathers, and ^t 

take not a strange woman to wife, which is not of tliy fathers ^M 

tribe: for we are the children of the Prophets. Noe, Abraham, fl 

tsaak, and lacob : remember, my sonne, that our fathers from the ^M 

beginning, even that they all maried wives of their owne kinred, H 

and were blessed in their children, and their seede shall inherite H 
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the land. Now therefore my sonne, love thy brethren, and despise 
not in thy heart thy brethrenj the sonnes and daughters of thy 
people, in not taking a wife of them : for in pride is destruction 
and much trouble, and in lewdnesse is decay, and great want : for 
lewdnesse is the mother of famine. Let not the wages of any 
man, which hath wrought for thee, tary with thee, but give him 
it out of hand : for if thou serve Cod he will also repay thee : be 
circumspect, my sonne, in all things thou doest, and be wise in all 
thy conversation. Doe that to no man which thou hatest : drinke 
not wine to make thee drunken ; neither let drunkennesse goe 
with thee in thy iourney. Give of thy bread to the hungry, and 
of thy garments to them that are naked, and according to thine 
abundance give almes, and let not thine eye be envious, when 
thou givest almes. Powre out thy bread on the buriall of the itist, 
but give nothing to the wicked. Aske counsel! of all that are 
wise, and despise not any counsel) that is profitable, Blesse the 
Lord thy God alway, and desire of him that thy wayes may be 
directed, and that all thy pathes, and counsels may prosper: for 
every nation hath not counsell, but the Lord himselfe giveth all 
good things, and hee humbleth whom he will, as he will; now 
therefore my sonne, remember ray comraandements, neither let 
them be put out of thy minde. And now I signifie this to thee, 
that I committed tenne talents to Gabael the sonne of Gabrias 
at Rages in Media. And feare not my sonne, that we are made 
poore, for thou hast much wealth, if thou feare God, and depart 
from all sinne, and doe that which is pleasing in his sight. 



CHAPTER V 

TOBIAS then answered and said, Father, I will doe all things 
which thou hast commauded me. But how can I receive 
the money, seeing I know him not .* Then he gave him 
the handwriting, and said unto him, Seeke thee a man which may 
goe with thee whiles I yet live, and I will give him wages, and 
YoBg Tobias go*^i *"<! receive the money. Therefore when he went to seeke a 
' i^th It guidu man, he found Raphael that was an Angell. But he knew not ; 
Media. ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^j^^ Yiim, Canst thou goe with me to Rages.' and 
The Angol will knowest thou those places well ? To whom the Angel said, I will 
goo with him, gog ^ith thee, and I know the way well : for I have lodged with 
our brother Gabael. Then Tobias said unto him, Tary for me till 
I tell my father. Then he said unto him, Goe and tary not; so 
he went in, and said to his father; Behold, I have found one, 
which wil goe with me. Then he said, Call him unto me, that I 
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may know of what tribe he is, and whether hee be a trustie man CHAPTEB 

to goe witb thee. So he called him, and he came in, and they V 

saluted one another. Then Tobit said unto him. Brother, shew 

me of what tribe and family thou art. To whom hee said, Doest 

thou seeke for a tribe or family, or an hired man to goe with thy 

Sonne ? Then Tobit said unto him, I would know, brother, thy 

kinred, and name. Then he said, 1 am Azarias, the sonne of andsalth hoii 

Ananias the great, and of thy brethren. Then Tobit said, Thou ^"i l™Min»n. 

art welcome brother, be not now anj^ with mee, because I have 

enquired to know thy tribe, and thy family, for thou art my brotherj 

of an honest and good stocke : for I know Ananias, and [onathas 

sonnes of that great Somaias : as we went together to lerusalem 

to worship, and offered the first borne, and the tenths of the fruits, 

and they were not seduced with the errour of our brethren : my 

brother, thou art of a good stocke. But tell me, what wages shall 

I give thee? wilt thou a drachme a day? and things necessary as 

to my owne sonne f Yea moreover, if ye retume safe, I will adde 

some thing to the wages. So they were well pleased. Then TobUi and the 

said he to Tobias ; Prepare thy selfe for the ioumey, and God send ^Ithi"'"'^ 

you a good ioumey. And when his sonne had prepared all things 

for the ioumey, his father said ; Goe thou with this man, and God 

which dwelleth in heaven prosper your ioumey, and the Angel of 

God keepe you company. So they went foorth both, and the yong 

mans dogge with them. But Anna his mother wept, and said to But bii motber 

Tobit, Why hast thou sent away our sonne > is hee not the staffe ],"„?^on^^*'" 

of our hand, in going in and out before us ? Be not greedy (to dopiotiiig. 

adde) money to money : but let it bee as refuse in respect of our 

childe. For that which the Lord hath given us to live with, 

doeth suffice us. Then said Tobit to her. Take no care my sister, 

he shal retume in safety, and thine eyes shall see him. For the 

good Angel will keepe him company, and his ioumey shall be 

prosperous, and he shall retume safe. Then she made an end of 

weeping. 

CHAPTER VI 
A ND as they went on their ioumey, they came in the evening 
/^ to the river Tigris, and they lodged there. And when 
^ -*■ the yong man went downe to wash himselfe, a fish leaped 
out of the river, and would have devoured him. Then the Angel ^^ AnBel 
said unto him. Take the fish ; and the yong man layd hold of the biddeth Toblw 
fish, and drew it to land. To whom the Angel said. Open the fish. |? ^ "lo 
and Uke the heart, and the liver and the gall, and put them up ^n^gsU J^t 
safely. So the yong man did as the Angel commaunded him. and at a Ssb, 
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CHAPTER when they had rosted the fish, they did eate it : then they both 
went on their way, till they drew neere to Ecbatane. Then the 
yong man aside to the Angel ; Brother Azarias, to what use is the 
heart, and the iiver, and the gall of the fish ? And he said unto 
him. Touching the heart and the liver, if a devil, or an evil spirit 
trouble any, we must make a smoke thereof before the man or the 
woman, and the party shalbe no more vexed. As for the gall it is 
good to anoint a man that hath whitenesse in his eyes, and he 
fihalbe healed. And when they were come neere to Rages ; the 

And to marry Angel said to the yong man. Brother, to day wee shall lodge with 
" '" Raguel, who is thy cousin ; hee also hath one onety daughter, 

named Sara, I wil speake for her, that she may be given thee for 
a wife. For to thee doth the right of her appertalne, seeing thou 
onely art of her kinred. And the maide is faire and wise, now 
therefore heare me, and I wil speake to her father, and when wee 
retume from Rages, we will celebrate the manage: for I know 
that Raguel cannot marry hdr to another according to the Law of 
Moses, but he shalbe guiltie of death, because the right of inherit- 
ance doeth rather appertaine to thee, then to any other. Then 
the yong man answered the Angel, I have heard, brother Azarias, 
that this maide hath beene given to seven men, who all died in 
the marriage chamber : and now I am the onely sonne of my 
father, and I am afraid, lest if 1 goe in unto her, I die, as the 
other before ; for a wicked spirit loveth her, which hurteth no 
body, but those which come unto her ; wherefore I also feare, lest 
I die, and bring my fathers and ray mothers life (because of me) 
to the grave with sorrow, for they have no other sonne to bury 
them. Then the Angel said unto him, Doest thou not remember 
the precepts, which thy father gave thee, that thou shouldest 
marrie a wife of thine owne kinred ? wherefore heare me, O my 
brother, for she shall be given thee to wife, and make thou no 
reckoning of the evil spirit, for this same night shall shee be given 
thee in mariage. And when thou shall come into the manage 
chamber, thou shalt take the ashes of perfume, and shalt lay upon 
them, some of the heart, and liver of the tish, and shalt make a 
smoke with it. And the devill shall smell it, and flee away, and 
never come againe any more : but when thou shalt come to her, 
rise up both of you, and pray to God, which is merciful!, who will 
have pity on you, and save you: feare not. for shee is appointed 
unto thee from the beginning; and thou shalt preserve her, and 
shee shall goe with tliee. Moreover I suppose that shee shall 
beare thee children. Now when Tobias had heard these things, 
he loved her, and his heart was effectually loyned to her. 
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CHAPTER VIl 



vn 



AND when they were come to Ecbatane, they came to the 
/A house of Raj{Tiel ; and Sara met them ; and after that they 
■^ -^ had saluted one another, shee brought them into the 
house. Then sayd Raguel to Edna his wife. How like is this yong 
man to Tobit my cousin ? And Raguel asked them. From whence 
are yoo, brethren ? To whom they said, We are of the sonnes of , 

Nephthali, which are captives in Nineve. Then hee said to them. 
Doe yee know Tobit our kinseman ? And they said. We know 
him. Then said hee. Is he in good health ? And they said, Hee 
is both alive, and in good health : And Tobias sayd. He is my 
father. Then Raguel leaped up, and kissed him, and wept, and 
blessed him, and said unto him. Thou art the Bonne of an honest 
and good man ; but when he had heard that Tobit was blinde, he 
was Borowfull, and wept, And likewise Edna his wife, and Sara 
his daughter wept. Moreover, they entertained them cheerefully, 
and after that they had killed a ramme of the flocke, they set store 
of meat on the table. Then said Tobias to Raphael, Brother 
Azarias, speak of those things, of which thou dlddest talke in the 
way, and let this businesse be dispatched. So he communicated 
the matter with Raguel, and Raguel said to Tobias, Eate and 
drink, and make merry : for it is meet that thou shouldest marry 
my daughter: neverthelesse I will declare unto thee the trueth. 
I have given my daughter in mariage to seven men, who died Runel telteth 
that night they came in unto her: neverthelesse for the present ToHm what 
be merry : But Tobias said, I will eate nothing here, till we agree tohisdEughtBr: 
and sweare one to another. Raguel said. Then take her from ^„j rivoth hm 
heucefoorth according to the manner, for thou art her cousin, and inni»rri«g- 
she is thine, and the mercifull God give you good successe in all ""to lii™- 
things. Then he called his daughter Sara, and she came to her 
father, and hee tooke her by the hand, anil gave her to be wife to 
Tobias, saying. Behold, take her after the Law of Moses, and 
leade her away to thy father: And he blessed them, and called 
Edna hia wife, and tooke paper, and did write an instrument of 
covenants, and sealed it. Then they began to eate. After Raguel 
called his wife Edna, and said unto her. Sister, prepare another 
chamber, and bring her in thither. Which when she had done as 
hee had hidden her, she brought her thither, and she wept, and 
she received the teares of her daughter, and said unto her. Be of 
good comfort, my daughter, the Lord of Heaven and earth give comTortath 
thee ioy for this thy sorow : be of good comfort, my daughter. 
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CHAPl'ER VIII 

when they had aupped, they brought Tobias in unto her. 
And as he went, he remenibred the wordes of Raphael, 
ind tooke the ashes of the perfumes, and put the heart, 
and the hver of the Hsb thereupon, and made a smoke therewith. 
Tobiu driveth The which smell, when the evill spirit had smelted, bee fled into 
i^friT'awe.y the outmost parts of Egypt, and the Angel bound him. And after 
iu> hee wna ' that they were both shut in together, Tobias rose out of the bed 
wnght. and said, Sister, arise, and let us pray, that God would have pitie 

" " * on ns. Then began Tobias to say. Blessed art thou, O God of our 

fathers, and blessed is thy holy and glorious Name for ever, let 
the heavens btesse thee, and all thy creatures. Thou madest Adam, 
and gavest him Eve his wife for an helper and stay : of them came 
mankind : thou hast said. It is not good that man should bee 
alone, let us make unto him an aide like to himselfe. And now, 
O Lord, I take not this my sister for lust, but uprightly : therefore 
mercifully ordeine, that wee may become aged together. And 
she said with him. Amen. So they slept both that night, and 
RaguBUhaughl Raguel arose, and went and made a grave saying, 1 feare lest he 
be WM dottd : (j^ j^^d. But when Ragitel was come into his house, he said unto 
his wife Edna, Send one of the maids, and let her see, whether he 
be alive : if he be not, that we may bury him, and no man know it. 
So the maid opened the doore and went in, and found them both 
I asleepe, and eame forth, and told them, that he was alive. Then 
Raguel praised God, and said, O God, thou art worthy to be 
praised with all pure and holy praise: therefore let thy Saints 
praise thee with all thy creatures, and let all thine Angels and 
thine elect praise thee for ever. Thou art to be praised, for thoii 
hast made mee ioyfull, and that is not come to me, which I 
suspected : but thou hast dealt with us according to thy great 
mercie. Thou art to be praised, because thou hast had mercle of 
two, that were the onely begotten children of their fathers, grant 
them mercy, O Lord, and finish their life in health, with ioy and 
mercie. Then Raguel bade his servants to fill the grave. And 
bee kept the wedding feast fourteene dayes. For before the dayes 
of the manage were finished, Raguel had said unto him by an othe, 
that he should not depart, till the fourteene dayes of the mariage 
were expired, and then he should take the halfe of his goods, and 
goe in safetie to his father, and should have the rest when I and 
my wife be dead. 
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THEN Tobias called Raphael, and said unto him. Brother Tobias undotb 
Azarias, Take with thee a servant, and two camels, and go "lo ^"K^' ""**" 
to Rages of Media to Gabael, and bring me the money, u,* mon^. 
and bring him to the wedding. For Ragucl hath swome that I 
shall not depart. But my father counteth the dayes, and if I tarie 
long, he will be very sorie. So Raphael went out and lodged with 
Gabae), and gave him the handwriting, who brought forth bags, Tho Angel 
which were sealed up, and gave them to him. And earely in the Ijndglbaeito 
morning they went forth both together, and came to the wedding, tho wedding, 
and Tobias blessed his wife. 



CHAPTER X 

NOWE Tobit his fatlier counted every day, and when the Tobit »n.l hi» 
dayes of the iouraey were expired, and they came not : T^?.'""^ ^°' 
then Tobit said. Are they detained ? or is Gabael dead ? 
and there is no man to give him the money ? Therefore he was 
very sory. Then his wife said to him. My sonne is dead, seeing 
hee stayeth long, and she beganne to bewaile him, and said. Now 
I care for nothing, my sonne, since 1 have let thee goe, the light of 
mine eyes. To whom Tobit said. Hold thy peace, take no care ; 
for he is safe. But she said. Hold thy peace, and deceive me not : Sbc will not be 
my Sonne is dead, and she went out every day into the way which oomfortad ^y 
they went, and did eate no meat on the day time, and ceased not nusMjia. 
whole nights, to bewaile her somie Tobias, untill the foureteene 
dayes of the wedding were expired, which Itaguel had sworne, 
that he should spend there : Then Tobias said to Raguel, Let me 
goe, for ray father, and my mother look no more to see me. But 
his father in law said unto him, Tary with me, and 1 will send to 
thy father, and they shall declare mito him, how things goe with 
thee. But Tobias said, No; but let me goe to my father. Then BAgnel sendeth 
Raguel arose and gave him Sara his wife, and halle his goods, Tobiaa and bi> 
servants, and cattell, and money. And hee blessed them, and *j(^ ^jJ^' 
sent them away, saying, The God of heaven give you a prosperous ihcii goJiU, 
ioumey, my children. And he said to his daughter. Honour thy and bliwBeth 
father and thy mother in law, which are now thy parents, that 1 ^""'>- 
may heare good report of thee : and hee kissed her. Edna also 
said lo Tobias, The Lord of heaven restore thee, my deare brother, 
and grant that 1 may see thy children of my daughter Sara before 
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CHAPTER I die, that I may reioyce before the Lord : behold, I commit my 
X daughter unto thee of speciall trust, wherefore doe not entreate 

her evill. 



CHAPTER XI 
A FTER these things Tobias went his way, praising God that he 
A\ had given him a prosperous ioumey, and blessed Raguel, 
^ ■*• and Edna his wife, and went on his way till they drew 
neere unto Nineve. Then Raphael said to Tobias, Thou linowest 
brother, how thou didst leave thy father. Let us haste before thy 
wife, and prepare the house. And take in thine hand the gall of 
the fish : so they went their way, and the dog went after them. 
itber Now Anna sate looking about towards the way for her sonne. And 
Bonae when she espied him comming, she said to his father, Behold, thy 
Bonne commeth, and the man that went with him. Then said 
Baphael, 1 know, Tobias, that thy father will open his eyes. 
Therefore annoint thou his eies with the gall, and being pricked 
therewith he shall rub, and the whitenesse shall fall away, and he 
shall see thee. Then Anna ran forth, and fell upon the necke of 
her Sonne, and said unto him, Seeing I have seene thee ray sonne, 
henceforth, I am content to die, and they wept both. Tobit 
went forth toward the doore, and stumbled : but his sonne 
id toohe hold of hia father, and he strake of the 



HIb hther 

meeteCh him 

It the doore, . , . 

md reoovaroth '^n "»'" *"' 



gall on his fathers eyes, saying, Be of good hope, my father. And 
when his eyes beganne to smart, he rubbed them. Aod the white- 
nesse pilled away from the comers of his eyes, and when he saw 
his sonne, he fell upon his necke. And he wept, and said. Blessed 
art thou, O God, and blessed is thy Name for ever, and blessed are 
all thine holy Angels ; for thou hast scourged, and hast taken 
pitie on me : for behold, I see my sonne Tobias. And his Sonne 
went in reioycing, and told his father the great things that had 
happened to him in Media. Then Tobit went out to meete his 
daughter in law at the gate of Ninive, reioycing and praysing God : 
and they which saw him goe, marvelled because he had received 
his sight. But Tobit gave thankes before them : because God had 
mercy on him. And when hee came neere to Sara his daughter 
in Law, hee blessed her, saying. Thou art welcome daughter : God 
be blessed which hath brought thee unto us, and blessed be thy 
father and thy mother ; And there was ioy amongst all his brethren 
which were at Nineve. And Achiachurus, and Nasbas his brothers 
Sonne came. And Tobias wedding was kept seven dayes with 
great ioy. 
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CHAPTER XII *-*^ 

THEN Tobit called his son Tobias, nnd said unto him. My 
Sonne, see that the man have hiE wages, which went with 
thee, and thou must give him more. And Tobias said unto 
him, O father, it is no harme to me to give him halfe of those 
things which I have brought. For he hath brought me againe to 
thee in safely, and made whole my wife, and brought raee the 
money, and likewise healed thee. Then the old man said : It is 
due unto him. So he called the AngeU, and he said unto him, Tobit ofleret 
Take halfe of all that yee have brought, and goe away in safety. ^°'f^,'? '''* 
Then he tooke them both apart, and sayd unto them, Blesse God, hiB^ines; 
praise him, and magnifie him, and praise him for the things which g^j (^^ ^^g, 
he hath done unto you in the sight of all that Uve. It is good to them both 
praise God and exalt his name, and honorably to shew forth the "'^«p »°^ 
works of God, therfore be not slacke to praise him. It is good to tji,,^ 
keepe close the secret of a King, but it is honorable to reveale 
the works of God : do that which is good, and no evil] shall touch 
you. Praier is good with fasting, and almes and righteousnesse : 
a little with righteousnes is better then much with unrighteous- 
nesse : it is better to give almes then to lay up gold. For almes 
doth deliver &om death, and shall purge away all sinne. Those 
that exercise almes, and righteousnesse, shall be filled with life. 
But they that sinne are enemies to their owne life. Surely 1 will 
keep close nothing from you. For I said, it was good to keepe 
close the secret of a King, but that it was honorable to reveale 
the works of God. Now therefore, when thou didst pray, and 
Sara thy daughter in Law, I did bring the remembrance of your 
prayers before the holy one, and when thou didst bury the dead, 
I was with Ihee likewise. And when thou didst not delay to rise 
up, and leave thy dinner to go and cover the dead, thy good deede 
was not hidde from me : but I was with thee. And now God hath 
sent mee to bcale thee, and Sara thy daughter in law. 1 am and icUetli 
Raphael one of the seven holy Angels, which present the prayers HiamthMho 
of the Saints, and which go in and out before the glory of the ""^ "" ** 
Holy one. Then they were both troubled, and fel upon their 
faces ; for they feared. But he said unto them, Feare not, for it 
shall go well with you, praise God therefore. For not of any 
favour of mine, but by the will of our God I came, wherefore 
praise him for ever. AH these daies 1 did appeare unto you, but 
I did neither eat nor drinke, but you did see a vision. Now there- 
fore give God thanks : for 1 go up to him that sent me, but write aud wm Been 
all things which are done, in a booke. And when they rose, they "o more. 
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CHAPTEB saw him no more. Then they confessed the great and wonderfull 
workes of God, and how the Angel of the Lord had appeared unto 

CHAPTER XIII 
Then Tobit wrote a prayer of reioycing, and said, 

t LESSED be God that liveth for ever, and blessed be 
his kingdo. 
For he doeth scourge, and hath mercy ; 
Hee leadeth downe to hell, and brJngeth up againe : 
Neither is there any that can avoid his hand. 
Confesse him before the Gentiles, yu children of Israel : 
For he huth scattered us among them. 
There declare his greatnesse. 
And extoll him before all the living. 
For he is our Lord, 

And he is the God our father for ever: 
And he wil scourge us for our iniquities. 
And will have mercy againe, and will gather us out of all 

nations, 
Among whom he hath scattered us. 
If you tume to him with your whole heart, and with your 

whole minde. 
And deale uprightly before him. 
Then will hee tume unto you. 
And will not hide his face from you ; 
Therefore see what he will doe with you. 
And confesse him with your whole mouth, 
And praise the Lord of might. 
And extoll the everlasting King; 
In the land of my captivitie doe 1 praise him. 
And declare his might and maiesty to u sinnefull nation : 

yee sinners tume, and doe iustice before him : 
Who can tell if he will accept you. 
And have mercy on you ? 

1 wil extoll my God, 

And my soule shal praise the King of heaven. 
And shal reioycc in his greatnesse. 
Let all men speake, and let all praise him for his righteous- 

O [erusalem the holy Citie, 

He will scourge thee for thy childrens workes, 

And will hare mercy againe on the sonnes of the righteous. 
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Give praise to the Lord, for hee is good : 

And praise the everlasting King, 

That his Tabernacle may bee builded in thee againe with ioy ; 

And let him make ioyfuU there in thee, those that are 

captives, 
And love in thee for ever those that are miserable. 
Many nations shall eome from farre to the Name of the 

Lord God, 
With gifts in their hands, even giftes to the King of heaven : 
All generations shall praise thee with great ioy. 
Cursed are all they which hate thee, 
And blessed shall all be, which love thee for ever. 
Reioyce and be glad for the chUdren of the iust : 
For they shall be gathered together, and shall blesse the 

Lord of the iust. 
O blessed are they which love thee, for they shall reioyce in 

thy peace : 
Blessed are they which have been sorowfuU for all thy 

scourges. 
For they shal reioyce for thee, when they have seene all thy 

glory. 
And shalbe glad for ever. 
Let my soule blesse God the great King. 
For leraaalem shall be built up with Sspbires, and Emerauds, 

and precious stone : 
Thy walles and towres, and battlements with pure golde. 
And the streets of lerusalem shal be paved with Berill, and 

Carbuncle, and stones of Ophir. 
And all her streets shall say, Halleluiah, 
And they shall praise him, saying. Blessed be God 
Which hath extolled it for ever. 

CHAPTER Xlin 

SO Tobit made an ende of praising God. And he was eight 
and fifty yeeres olde when hee lost his sight, which was 
restorecl to him after eight yeeres, and he gave almes, and 
he increased in the feare of the Lord God, and praised him. And Tobit giveth 
when he was very aged, hee called his sonne, and the siie sons jj"'""" 
of his Bonne, and said to him. My sonne, take thy children ; for 
behold, I am aged, and am ready to depart out of this life. Goe 
into Media, my sonne, for I surely beleeve those things which 
lonas the Prophet spake of Nineve, that it shall be overthrowen. 
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and th^it for a time peace shal rather be in Media, and that our 
brethren shal) Lie scattered in the earth from that good land, and 
lerusalem shall be desolate, aud the house of God in it shalbe 
burned, and shall be desolate far a time : and that againe God 
will have mercie on them, and bring them againe into the land 
where they shall build a Temple, but not like to the first, untill 
the time of that age be fulfilled, and afterward they shall retume 
from all placesof their captivitie, and buildup lerusalem gloriously, 
and the house of God shall be built in it for ever, with a glorious 
building, as the prophets have spoken thereof. And all nations 
shall tume, and fearc the Lord God truely, and shall burie their 
■doles. So shall all nations praise the Lord, and his people shal 
confesse God, and the Lord shall exalt his people, and all those 
which love the Lord God in trueth and iustiee, shall reioyce, 
shewing mercie to our brethren. And now, my sonne, depart out 
of Nineve, because that those things which the Prophet lonas 
spake, shall surely come to passe. But keepe thou the Law and 
the Commandements, and shew thy selfe raercifull and iust, that 
it may goe well with thee. And burie me decently, and thy 
mother with me, but tarie no longer at Nineve. Remember, my 
Sonne, how Aman handled Achiacharus that brought him up, how 
out of light he brought him into darkenes, and how he rewarded 
him againe : yet Achiacharus was saved, but the other had his 
reward, for hee went downe into darkenesse. Manasses gave 
almes, and escaped the snares of death which they had set for 
him : but Aman fell into the snare and perished. Wherefore now, 
my sonne, consider what almes doeth, and how righteousnesse 
doth deliver. When he had said these things, he gave up the 
ghost in the bed, being an hundred, and eight and fiftie yeeres 
old, and he buried him honourably. And when Anna his mother 
waa dead, he buried her with his father: but Tobias departed 
with his wife and children to Ecbatane, to Raguel his father in 
law : where hee became old with honour, and hee buried his father 
and mother in lawe honourably, and hee inherited their substance, 
and his father Tobits. And he died at EU:batane in Media, being 
an hundred and seven and twentie yeeres old. But before 
he died, he heard of the destruction of Nineve, which was 
taken by Nabuchodonosor and Assuerus : and before 
his death hee reioyced o 
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CHAPTER I 
BIN the twelfth yeere of the reigne of Nabuchodo- 
Qosor, who Feigned in Nineve the great citie, 
(in the dayes of Arphaxad, which reigned over 
the Medes in Ecbatane, and built in Ecbatane 
walles round about of stones hewen, three 
cubites broad, und sixe cubites long, and made 
the height of the wall seventy cubites, and the 
breadth thereof fiftie cubites : and set the 
towers thereof upon the gates of it, an hundred 
cubites high, and the breadth thereof in the foundation threescore 
cubites. And he made the gates thereof, even gates that were 
raised to the height of seventie cubites, and the breadth of them 
was fourtie cubites, for the going foorth of his mightie armies, and 
for the setting in aray of his footmen.) Even in those dayes. Icing 
Nabuchodonosor made wsrre with king Arphaxad in the great 
plaine, which is the plaine in the borders of Kagau. And there 
came unto him, all they that dwelt in the liill countrey, and all 
that dwelt by Euphrates, and Tigris, and Hydaspes, and the plaine 
of Arioch the king of the Elimeans, and very many nations of 
the sonnes of Chelod, assembled themselves to the battell. Then 
Nabuchodonosor king of the Assyrians, sent unto all that dwelt in 
Persia, and to all that dwelt Westward, and to those that dwelt in 
Cilicia, and Damascus and Libanus, and Antilibanus, and to all that 
dwelt upon the Sea const, and to those amongst the nations that 
were of Carmel, and Galaad, and the higher Galile, and the great 
plaine of Esdrelon, and to alt that were in Samaria, and the cities 
thereof: and beyond lordan unto lerusalehi, and Betane, and 
Chellus, and Kades, and the river of Egypt, and Taphnes, and 
Ramesse, and all the land of Gesem, untill you come beyond Tanis, 
and Memphis, and to all the inhabitants of Egypt, untill you come 
to the borders of Ethiopia. But all the inhahitnnts of the land 
made light of the commandement of Nabuchodonosor king of the 
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CHAPTER Assyrians, neither went tliey with him to the battell : for they 

1 not afraid of him : yen he was before them as one man, and they 

sent away his Ambassadours from them without effect, and with 
H«a thMatneth disgrace. Therefore Nabuchodonosor was very angry with all this 
*^**?'''** countrey, and swore by his throne and kiugdome, that hee would 
^jghim, surely be avenged upon all those coasts of Cilicia, and Damascus, 

and Syria, and that he would slay with the sword all the inhabitants 
of the land of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and all ludea, 
and all that were in Egypt, till you come to the borders of the 
two Seas. Then he marched in battell aray with his power 
against king Arphaxad in the seventeenth yeere, and he pre- 
vailed in his battell : for he overthrew all the power of Arphaxad, 
and all his horsemen and all his chariots, and became Lord of his 
cities, and came unto Ecbatane, and tooke the towers, and spoiled 
the streetes thereof, and turned the beauty thereof into shame. 
"•dkiUeth Hee tooke also Arphaxad in the mountaincs of Ragau, and smote 
^' ' him through with his dartes, and destroyed him utterly that day. 
and roturaeth So he returned afterward to Nineve, both he and all his company 
to Ninevo, ^f simdjy nations : being a very great multitude of men of warre, 

and there he tooke his ease and banketted, both he and his armio 
an hundred and twenty dayes. 

CHAPTER II 

AND in the eighteenth yeere, the two and twentieth day of 

A\ the first month, there was taike in the house of Nabu- 

■^ chodonosor king of the Assyrians, that he should as he 

said avenge himselfe on all the earth. So he called unto him all his 

officers, and all his nobles, and communicated with them his secret 

counsell, and concluded the afflicting of the whole earth out of his 

owne mouth. Then they decreed to destroy all flesh that did not 

Olofomea ii obey the comma undement of his mouth. And when he had ended 

■PP^^ his counsell, Nabuchodonosor king of the Assyrians called Olo- 

' femes the chiefe captaine of his army, which was next unto him, 

and said unto him. Thus saith the great king, the Lord of the 

whole earth : Behold, thou shalt goe forth from my presence, and 

take with thee men that trust in their owne strength, of footemen 

an hundred and twenty thousand, and the number of horses with 

their riders twelve thousand. And thou shalt goe against all the 

West couutrey, because they disobeyed my commandement. And 

thou shalt declare unto them that they prepare for me earth and 

water ; for I will goe forth in my wrath against them, and will 

cover the whole face of the earth with the feete of mine armie, 
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and I will give them for a spoile unto them. So that their slaine CHAPTER 
shull till their vallies, and brookes, and the river shall be filled 11 

with their dead, til it overflow. And 1 will lead them captives to 
the utmost parts of all the earth. Thou therefore shalt goe foorth, 
and take before hand for me all their coasts, and if they will yeeld 
themselves unto thee, thou shalt reserve them for me till the day 
of their punishment. But concerning them that rebell, let not Bndabargodto 
thine eye spare them : but put them to the slaughter, and spoile JP*'° "^f"^ 
them wheresoever thou goest. For as I live, and by the power ^^t yeald. 
of ray kingdome, whatsoever I have spoken, that will 1 doe by 
mine hand. And take thou heede that thou transgresse none 
of the Commaundemeuts of thy Lord, but accompLsh them fully, 
as 1 have commaunded thee, and deferre not to doe them. ^ 
Then Olofemes went foorth from the presence of his Lord, and 
called all the governours and Captaines, and the officers of the 
army of Assur. And he mustered the chosen men for the His &rmicj 
battell, as his Lord had commaunded him, unto an hundred and ""^ iiroviaion, 
twenty thousand, and twelve thousand archers on Horsebacks. 
And he ranged them as a great army is ordered for the warre. 
And he tooke Camels, and Asses for their cariages a very great 
number, and aheepe, and Oxen, and Goates without number, for 
their provision, and plenty of vittaile for every man of the army, 
and very much gold, and silver, out of the Kings house. Then he 
went foorth and all his power to go before King Nabuchodonosor 
in the voyage, and to cover al the face of the earth Westward with 
their charets, and horsemen, and their chosen footmen. A great 
multitude also of sundry countries came with them, like locusts, and 
like the sand of the earth : for the multitude was without number. 
And they went foorth of Nineve, three dayes iourney toward the 
plajne of Bectileth, and pitched from Bectileth neere the moun- 
taine. which is at the left hand of the upper Cilicia. Then he 
tooke all his armie, his footmen, and horsemen and chariots, and 
went from thence into the hill countrey, and destroyed Phud, ihepUnei 
and Lud : and spoiled all the children of Itasses, and the children "t''"'' ho 
of Ismael, which were toward the wildemesse at the South of the w^t^*^ 
land of the Chellians. Then he went over Euphrates, and went he want. 
through Mesopotamia, and destroyed all the high cities that were 
upon the river Arbonai, till you come to the sea. And hee tooke 
the borders of CiUcia, and killed all that resisted him, and came 
to the borders of lapheth, which were toward the South, over 
against Arabia. He compassed also all the children of Madian, 
and burnt up their tabernacles, and spoiled their sheepcoats. 
^ Then hee went downe into the plaine of Damascus in the time of 
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wbeat-liarveat, and burnt up all their lieldes, and destroyed their 
flockes, and beards, also he spoiled their cities, and utterly wasted 
their countreys, and smote all their yong men with the edge of the 
sword. Therefore the feare and dread of him, fell upon all the 
inhabitants of the sea coastes, which were in Sidon and Tyrus, and 
them that dwelt in Sur, anti.Odna.and all that dwelt in lemnaan, 
and they that dwelt in Azotus, and Aschalon feared him greatly. 
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CHAPTER III 
} they sent Gmbassadours unto him, to treat of peace, saying. 
Behold, we the servants of Nabuchodonosor the great king 
lie before thee; use us aa shall be good in thy sight. Behold, 
our houses, and all our places, and all our fieldes of wheat, and 
fiockes, and heards, and all the lodges of our tents, lie before thy 
face : use them as it pleaseth thee. Behold, even our cities and 
the inhabitants thereof are thy servants, come and deale with 
them, as seemeth good unto thee. So the men came to Holo- 
femes, and declared unto him after this maner. Then came hee 
downe toward the Sea coast, both hee and his armie, and set 
garisons in the high cities, and tooke out of them chosen men for 
aide. So they and all the countrey round about, received them 
■ with garlands, with dances, and with timbrels. Yet hee did 
J^'l''^ . cast downe their frontiers, and cut downe their groves: for hee 

their Eoda, tliat ^^^ decreed to destroy all the gods of the land, that all nations 
they inight should worship Nabuchodonosor onely, and that all tongues and 
Nab* biS°' tribes should call upon him as God. Also he came over against 
nosur. Esdraelon neere unto ludea, over against the great strait of ludea. 

Hq DoiuniDth And hee pitched betweene Geba, and Scythopolis, and there hee 
nmre to ludea. taried a whole moneth, that he might gather together all the 
cnriages of his armie. 
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CHAPTER Iin 

NOW the children of Israel that dwelt in ludea, heard all that 
Holofernesthe chlefe captaine of Nabuchodonosor king of 
the Assyrians hnd done to the nations, and after wliat 
manner bee had spoiled all their Temples, and brought them to 
nought. Therefore they were exceedingly afraid of him, and were 
troubled for lerusalem, and for the Temple of the Lord their God. 
For they were newly returned from the captivitie, and all the people 
of ludea were lately gathered together; and the vessels, and the 
Altar, and the house, were sanctified after the profanation. There- 
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fore they sent into all the coasts of Samaria, and the villages, and CHAPTER 
to Bethoron, and Bel men, and lericho, and to Choba, and Esora, IIII 

and to the valley of Salem, and possessed themselves beforehand of ThelBwen 
all the tops of the high mountaines, and fortified the villages that "e sfraid of 
were in them, and laid up victuals for the provision of warre : for aoVforUflo 
their tieldes were of late reaped. Also loacim the hie Priest which tho bilUi. 
was in those daies in lerusalem, wTote to them that dwelt in Beth- They of 
ulia, and Betomestham which is over against Esdraelon toward Kail"ili» take 
the open countrey neere to Dothaim, charging them to keepe the ^nJi^efc 
passages of the hill countrey : for liy them there was an entrance 
into ludea, and it was easie to stoppe them that would come up, 
because the passage was strait for two men at the most. And the 
children of Israel did as loacim the hie Priest had commanded 
them, with the ancients of all the people of Israel, which dwelt at 
lerusalem. Then every man of Israel eryed to God with great Ai! biael fall 
fervencie, and with great vehemency did they humble tlieir soules; "> fating and 
both they and their wives, and their children, and their cattell, P'*J'"- 
and every stranger and hireling, and their servants bought with 
money, put sackecloth upon their loynes. Thus every man and 
woman, and the little children, and the inhabitants of lerusalem 
fell before the temple, and cast ashes upon their heads, and spread 
out their sackcloth before the face of the Lord : also they put 
sackecloth about the Altar, and cryed to the God of Israel all with 
one consent earnestly, that hee would not give their children for 
a pray, and their wives for a spoile, and the cities of their inherit- 
ance to destruction, and the Sanctuary to profanation and repmch, 
and for the nations to reioyce at. So God heard their prayers, and 
looked upon their afflictions : for the people fasted many dayes in 
all tudea, and lerusalem, before the Sanctuary of the Lord Al- 
mighty. And loacim the high Priest, and all the Priestes that 
stood before the Lord, and they which ministred unto the Lord, 
had their loines girt with sackecloth, and offered the daily burnt 
offerings, with the vowes and free gifts of the people, and had ashes 
on their miters, and cried unto the Lord with all their power, that 
he would looke upon all the house of Israel graciously. 

CHAPTER V 

THEN was it declared to Holofemes the chief captaine of 
the iirmie of Assur that the children of Israel had prepared 
for warre, and had shut up the passages of the hdl countrey, 
and had fortified nil the tops of the high hilles, and had laide im- 
pediments in the champion countreys. Wherewith he was very 
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angiy, and called all the princes of Moab, and the captaiaes of , 
Ammon, and all the governours of the Sea coast. And he said 
unto them, Tell mee now, ye aonnes of Canaan, who this people 
is that dwelleth in the hill coantrey? and what are the cities that ] 
they inhabite ? and what is the multitude of their armie .' 
wherein is their power and strength, and what king is set over . 
them, or captaine of their armie? and why have they determined 
not to come and meet me, more then all tlie inhabitants of tbe 
West ? Then said Achior, the captaine of all the si 



the captaine of all the sonnes of Ammon: 
Let my lord now heare a word from the mouth of thy servant, and 
1 will declare unto thee the trueth, concerning this people which 
dwelleth neere thee, and inhabiteth the hill countreys : and there 
shall no lie come out of the mouth of thy servant. This people 
are descended of the Caldeans, and they soiourned heretofore in 
Mesopotamia, because they would not follow the gods of their 
and what tbeir fathers, which were in the land of Caldea. For they left the way 
h^th^^""^ of their ancestours, and worshipped the God of heaven, the God 
whom they knew ; so they cast them out from the face of their 
gods, and they fled into Mesopotamia, and soiourned there many 
dayes. Then their God commaunded them to depart from the 
place where they soiourned, and to goe into the land of Chanaan, 
where they dwelt, and were increased with gold and silver, and 
with very much cattell. But when a famine covered all the land 
of Chanaan, they went downe into Egypt, and soiourned there, 
while they were nourished, and became there a great multitude, 
BO that one could not number their nation. Therefore the king of 
Egypt rose up against them, and dealt subtilly with tbem, and 
brought them low, with labouring in bricke, and made them slaves. 
Then they cried unto their God, and he smote all the land of 
Egypt with incurable plagues, so the Egyptians cast them out 
of their sight. And God dried the red Sea before them : and 
brought them to momit Sina, and Cades Bame, and cast forth all 
that dwelt in the wildemesse. So they dwelt in the land of the 
Amorites, and they destroyed by their strength all them of Ese- 
bon, and passing over lordan they possessed all the hill countrey. 
And they cast forth before them, the Chanaanite, the Pheresite, 
the lebusite, and the Sychemite, and all the Gergesites, and they 
dwelt in that countrey many dayes. And whilest they sinned not 
before their God, they prospered, because the God that bateth 
iniquitie, was with them. But when they departed from the way 
which he appointed them, they were destroyed in many battels very 
sore, and were led captives into a land that was not theirs, and 
the Temple of their God was caat to the ground, and their citiea 
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were taken by the enemies. But nowe are they returned to their CHAPTER 

God, and are come up from the places, where they were scattered, V 

and have possessed Jerusalem, where their Sanctuary is, and are 

seated in the hill countrey, for it was desolate. Now therefore, 

my lord and govemour, if there be any errour in this people, and 

they sinne against their God, let ua consider that this shal be their 

mine, and let us goe up, and we shal overcome them. But if there and BclHaeth 

be no iniquitie in their nation, let my lord now passe by, lest their not lo meddle 

Lord defend them, and their God be for them, and wee become"' °'°' 

a reproch before all the world. And when Achior had finished All that hoard 

these sayings, all the people standing round about the tent, mur- ^''°- ''•™ 

mured, and the chiefe men of Holofemes, and all that dwelt by ^° "' 

the Sea side, and in Moab, spake that he should kill him. For, 

sny they, we will not be afraid of the face of the children of Israel, 

for loe, it is a people that have no strength, nor power for a strong 

battell. Now therefore. Lord Holofemes, we will goe up, and 

they shall be a pray, to be devoured of all thine arroie. 

CHAPTER VI 
AND when the tumult of men that were about the councell 
/-\ was ceased, Holofernes the chiefe captaine of the armie 
of Assur, said unto Achior and all the Moabites, before 
all the company of other nations. And who art thou Achior and 
the hirelings of Ephraim, that thou hast prophesied amongst us • 

as to day, and hast said, that we should not make warre with the 
people of Israel, because their God will defend them.* and who 
is God but Nabuchodonosor P He will send his power, and will Holofern« 
destroy them from the face of the earth, and their God shall not de»plBBtb God. 
deliver them : but we his servants will destroy them as one man, 
for they are not able to siistaine the power of our horses. For 
with them we will tread them under foote, and their mountains 
shall be drunken with their blood, and their fields shall be filled 
with their dead bodies, and their footcsteps shall not be able to 
stand before us, for they shal utterly perish, saith king Nabuclio- 
donosor Lord of all the earth ; for hee said. None of my words 
shall be in vaine. And thou Achior, an hireling of Ammon, which 
hast spoken these words in the day of thine iniquity, shalt see my 
face no more, from this day untill I take vengeance of this nation 
that came out of Egypt, And then shall the sword of mine armie, 
and the multitude of them that serve me, paase through thy sides, ?^^'"**^°'^ 
and thou shalt fal among their slaine, when I retume. Now there- Mndeth hlni 
fore my servants shall bring thee backe into the hilt countrey, and »w*)-. 
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CHAPTER shall set thee in one of the cities of the passages. And thou shalt 
VI not perish till thou be destroyed with them. And if thou per- 

swade thy selfe in thy minde, that they shall not be taken, let not 
thy countenance fall : I have spoken it, and none of my words 
shall be in vaine. Then Holofernes commanded his servants that 
waited in his tent, to take Achior and bring him to Bethulla, and 
deliver him into the hands of the children of Israel. So his ser- 
vants tooke him, and brought him out of the campe into the plaine, 
and they went from the midst of the plaine into the hill countrey, 
and came unto the fountaines that were under Bcthulia. And 
when the men of the citie saw them, they tooke up their weapons, 
and went out of the citie to the toppe of the hill, and every man 
that used a sling kept them from comming up by casting of stones 
against them. Neverthelesse having gotten privily under the hill, 
they bound Achior and cast him downe, and left him at the foote of 
The BetlialiBDi the hill, and returned to their Lord. But the Israelites descended 
receive and from their citie, and came unto him, and loosed him, and brought 
heart him. ^^^^ ^^^^ Bethulia, and presented him to the govemours of the 
citie, which were in those dayes Ozias the sonne of Micha of the 
tribe of Simeon, and ChabrJs the sonne of Gothoniel, and Charmis 
the Sonne of Melchiel. And they called together all the ancients 
of the citie, and all their youth ranne together, and their women 
to the assembly, and they set Achior in the midst of alt their 
people. Then Ozias asked him of that which was done, And 
he answered and declared unto them the words of the connsell of 
Holofernes, and all the words that he had spoken in the midst 
of the princes of Assur, and whatsoever Holofernes had spoken 
Thej fall to proudly against the house of Israel. Then the people fell downe, 
priyer, and and worshipped God, and cryed unto God, saying, O Lord God of 
ownfort Aohior. heaven, behold their pride, and pity the low estate of our nation, 
and looke upon the face of those that are sanctified unto thee this 
day. Then they comforted Achior and praised him greatly. And 
0;!ias tooke him out of the assembly unto his house, and made a 
feast to the Elders, and they called on the God of Israel all that 
night for helpe. 

CHAFTER VII 
HolofemeB ' | ^HE next day Holofernes commanded all his army, and all 
^Sl^ I ^'^ people which were come to take his part, that they 

"^ should remoove their campe against Bethulia, to take afore- 
hand the ascents of the hill countrey, and to make warre against 
the children of Israel. Then their strong men removed their 
campes in that day, and the annie of the men of warre was, an 
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hundred and seventy thousand footmen, and twelve thousand 
horsemen, beside the l)aggage, and other men thst were afoot 
amongst them, a very great multitude. And they camped in the 
valley neere unto Betbutia, by the fountaine, and they spred them- 
selves in breadth over Dotbaim, even to BelmaJm, and in length 
from Betbutia unto Cyamon which is over against Esdraelon. Now 
the children of Israel, when they saw the multitude of them, were 
greatly troubled, and said every one to his neighbour : Now will 
these men licke up the face of the earth ; for neither the high 
mountaines, nor the vaUeys, nor the hiJs, are able to beare their 
waight. Then every man tooke up his weapons of warre, and 
when they had kindled fires upon their towers, they remained and 
watched all that night. But in the second day Holofcraes brought 
foorth all his horsemen, in the sight of the children of Israel which 
were in Bethulia, and viewed the passages up to the city, and came » 
to the fountaine of their waters, and tooke them, and set garrisooa '^ 
of men of warre over them, and he himselfe remooved towards his 
people. Then came unto him all the chiefe of the children of 
Ksau, and al the gavernours of the people of Moab, and the 
captaines of the sea coast, and said, Let our lord now heare a word, 
that there be not an overthrow in thine armie. For this people of 
the children of Israel do not trust in their speares, but in the 
height of the mountaines wherein they dwell, because it is not 
easie to eome up to the tops of their mountains. Now therefore 
my lord, fight not against them in battell aray, and there shall not 
so much as one man of thy people perish, liemaine in thy campe, 
and keepe all the men of thine army, and let thy servants get into 
their hands the fountaine of water which issueth foorth of the foot 
of the mountaine. For tilt the inhabitants of Bethulia have their 
water thence : so shall thirst kil them, and they shall give up their 
citie, and we and our people shal goe up to the tops of the moun- 
taines that are neere, and will campe upon them, to watch that 
none goe out of the city. So they and their wives, and their 
children shalbe consumed with famine, and before the sword come 
against them, they shall be overthrowen in the streets where they 
dwel. Thus sbalt thou render them an evil reward : because they 
rebelled and met not thy person peaceably. And these words 
pleased Holofemes, and al his servants, and he appointed to doe 
as they had spoken. So the campe of the children of Ammon 
departed, and with them five thousand of the Assyrians, and they 
pitched in the valley, and tooke the waters, and the fountaines of 
the waters of the children of Israel. Then the children of Esau 
went up, with the children of Ammon, and camped in the hil 
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CHAPTER countrey over against Dotha-em : and they sent some of them 
tow&rd the South, and toward the East over against Ekrebel, which 
is neere unto Chusi, that is upon the brooke Mochmur, and the 
rest of the army of the Assyrians camped in the plaine, and 
covered the face of the whole land, and their tents and cariages 
were pitched to a very great multitude. Then the children of 
Israel cried unto the Lord their God, because their heart failed, 
for all their enemies had compassed them round about, and there 
was no way to escape out from among them. Thus all the company 
of Asaur remained about them, both their footmen, charets and 
horsemen, foure and thirtie dayes, so that all their vessels of water 
failed all the inhabitants of Bethulia. And the cistemes were 
emptied, and they had not water to drinke their fill, for one day ; 

Tbey faint and for they gave them drinke by measure. Therefore their young 
children were out of heart, and their women and yong men fainted 
for thirst, and fell downe in the streetes of the city, and by the 
passages of the gates, and there was no longer any strength in 
them. Then all the people assembled to Ozias, and to the chiefe 
of the city, both young men, and women, and children, and cryed 
with B loude voice, and saide before all the Elders ; God be ludge 
bctweene us and you : for you have done us great iniury in that 
you have not required peace of the children of Assur. For now we 
have no helper : but God hath sold us into their hands, that wee 
should be throwen downe before them with thirst, and great 
destruction. Now therefore call them unto you, and deliver the 
whole citie for a sj>ode to the people of Olofernes, and to all his 
armie. For it is better for us to be made a spoile unto them, then 
to die for thirst : for wee will be his servants, that our soules may 
live, and not see the death of our infants before our eyes, nor our 
wives nor our children to die. We take to witnesse against you, 
the heaven and the earth, and our God, and Lord of our fathers, 
which punisheth us according to our sinnes, and the sinnes of our 
fathers, that hee doe not according as we have said this day. Then 
there was great weeping with one consent in the middest of the 
assembly, and they cryed unto the Lord God with a loude voice. 

Who promUfl Then said Ozias to them. Brethren, be of good courage, let us 

B* ^df^ """'''' y* endure five dayes, in the which space the Lord our God may 
tume his mercy toward us, for he will not forsake us utterly. And 
if these dayes passe, and there come no helpe unto us, 1 wil doe 
according to your word. And he dispersed the people every one 
to their owne charge, and they went unto the walles and towres 
of their citie, and sent the women and children into their houses. 
I and they were very low brought in the city. 
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e of Oziel, tlie sonne of Elcia, the son of ADanias, 
the son of Gedeon, the sonne of Raphaim, the son of Acitho, the 
Sonne of Eliu, the sonne of Eliab, the sonne of Nathanael, the 
Sonne of Samael, the sonne of Salasadai, the son of Israel. And 
Manasses was her husband of her tribe and kinred, n-ho died in 
the barley harvest. For as hee stood overseeing them that bound 
sheaves in the field, the heat came upon his head, and hee fell on 
his bed, and died in the city of Bethuiia, and they buried him 
with his fathers, in the field betweene Dothaim and Balamo. So "" 
ludeth was a widow in her house three yeeres, and foure moneths. 
And she made her a tent upon the top of her house, and put on 
sackecloth on her loynes, and ware her widowea apparell. And 
she fasted all the dayes of her widowhood, save the eves of the 
Sabbath, and the Sabbaths, and the eves of the newe Moones, and 
the newe Moones, and the Feasts, and solemne dayes of the house 
of Israel. Shee was also of a goodly countenance, and very 
beautifull to behold ; and her husband Manasses had left her golde 
and silver, and men servants and maide servants, and cattell, and 
lands, and she remained upon them. And there was none that 
gave her an ill worde; for shee feared God greatly. Now when 
shee heard the evill wordes of the people against the governor 
that they fainted for lacke of water (for ludeth had heard all the 
wordes that Ozias had spoken unto them, and that he had sworne 
to deliver the citie unto the Assyrians after five dayes) Then 
shee sent her waiting woman that had the government of all 
things that she had, to call Ozias, and Chabris, and Charmis, the 
ancients of the citie. And they came unto her, and she said unto 
them, Heare me now, O yee governours of the inhabitants of 
Bethuiia : for your wordes that you have spoken before the people 
this day are not right, touching this othe which ye made, and 
pronounced betweene God and you, and have promised to deliver 
the citie to our enemies, unlesse within these daies the Lord tume 
to helpe you. And now who are you, that have tempted God this She bluneth 
day, and stand in stead of God amongst the children of men ? And ttegivemotm 
now trie the Lord Almighty, but you shall never know any thing, miwUiyMld: 
For you cannot find the depth of the heart of man, neither can ye 
perceive the things that he thinketh : then how can you search 
out God, that hath made all these things, and knowe his minde, 
or comprehend his purpose ? Nay my brethren, provoke not the 
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Lord our God to anger. For if he will not helpe us within these 
few dayes, he hath power to defend us when he will, even every 
day, or to destroy us before our enemies, Doe not binde the 
counsels of the Lord our God, for God is not as man, that he may 
be threatned, neither ia he as the sonne of man that he should 
bee wavering, Therefore let us waite for salvation of him, and 
Gall upon him to helpe us, and he will heare our voyce if it please 
him. For there arose none in our age. neither is there any now 
in these daies, neither tribe, nor familie, nor people, nor city 
among us, which worship gods made with hands, as hath bene 
aforetime. For the which cause our fathers were given to the 
sword, and for a spoile, and had a great fall before our enemies. 
But we know none other god : therefore we trust that he will 
not despise us, nor any of our nation. For if we be taken so, alt 
ludea shall lie waste, and our Sanctuarie shat be spoiled, and he 
will require the prophanatian thereof, at our mouth. And the 
slaughter of our brethren, and the captivitie of the countrey, and 
the desolation of our inheritance, will he turne upon our heads 
among the Gentiles, wheresoever we shall bee in bondage, and 
we shall be an offence and a reproch to all tliem that possesse us. 
For our servitude shall not be directed to favour: but the Lord 
our God shall turne it to dishonour. Now therefore, O brethren, 
let us shew an example to our brethren, because their hearts 
depend upon us, and the Sanctuary, and the house, and the Altar 
rest upon us. Moreover, let us give thankes to the Lord our God, 
which trieth us, even as be did our fathers. Remember what 
things he did to Abraham, and how he tried Isaac, and what 
happened to lacob in Mesopotamia of Syria, when he kept the 
sheepe of Laban his mothers brother. For, hee hath not tried us 
in the fire as he did them, for the examination of their hearts, 
neither hath hee taken vengeance on us ; but the Lord doeth 
scourge them that come neere unto him to admonish them. 
Then said Ozias to her. All that thou hast spoken, hast thou 
spoken with a good heart, and there is none that may gainesay 
thy words. For this is not the first day wherin thy wisedome is 
manifested, but from the beginning of thy dayes all thy people 
have knowen thy understanding, because the disposition of thine 
heart is good. But the people were very thirstyj and compelled 
us to doe unto them as we have spoken, and to bring an othe 
upon our selves, which wee will not breake. Therefore now pray 
thou for us, because thou art a godly woman, and the Lord will 
send us raiue to fill our cistemes, and we shall faint no more. 
Then said ludeth unto them, Heare me, and I wil doe a thing, 
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'Eich shall goe throughout all generations, to the children of our CHAPTER 1 
nation. You shall stand this night in the gate, and 1 will goe VIII 

foorth with my waiting woman : and within the dayes that you She promiieth 
have promised to deliver the citie to our enemies, the Lord will todoesoroe- 
visit Israel by mine hand. But inquire not you of mine act: for "^8 'or them. 
I will not declare it unto you, til the things be finished that 1 doe. 
Then said Ozias and the princes unto her, Goe in peace, and the 
Lord God be before thee, to take vengeance on our enemies. So 
they returned irom the tent, and went to their wards. I 



CHAPTER IX 

THEN ludeth fell upon her face, and put ashes upon her ludcth 
head, and uncovered the sackcloth wherewith she was bumbleih 
clothed, and about the time, that the incense of that '^^"^"^^ 
evening was offered in lerusalem, in the house of the Lord, ludeth 
cryed with a loud voyce, and said, O Lord God of my father and prsyeth 
Simeon, to whom thou gavest a sword to take vengeance of the ^^ *" proepar 
strangers, who loosened the girdle of a maide to delile her, and aeainBtthe 
discovered the thigh to her shame, and polluted her virginity to onemi™ of hi» 
her reproch, (for thou saidst it shall not be so, and yet they did s^D^'uane. 
so.) Wherefore thou gavest their rulers to be slaine, so that they 
died their bed in blood, being deceived, and smotest the servants 
with their Lords, and the Lords upon their thrones: and hast 
given their wives for a pray, and their daughters to bee captives, 
and all their spoiles to be divided amongst thy deere children: 
which were mooved with thy xeale, and abhorred the pollution of 
their blood, and called upon thee for aide : O God, O my God, 
heare me also a widow. For thou hast wrought not onely those 
things, but also the things which fell out before, and which 
ensewed after, thou hast thought upon the things which are now, 
and which are to come. Yea what things thou didst determine 
were redy at hand, and said, Loe we are heere ; for all thy wayes , 
are prepared, and thy iudgements are in thy foreknowledge. For 
behold, the Assyrians are multiplyed in their power: they are 
exalted with horse and man : they glory in the strength of their 
footemen : they trust in shield and speare, and bow, and sling, 
and know not that thou art the Lord that breakest the battels : 
the Lord is thy name. Throw downe their strength in thy 
power, and bring downe their force in thy wrath ; for they have 
purposed to defile thy Sanctuary, and to pollute the Tabernacle, 
where thy glorious name resteth, and to cast downe with sword 
the home of thy altar. Behold their pride, and send thy wrath 
■■:N 97 




lUDETH 

upon their heads : give into mlDe hand which am u widow, the 
power that 1 have conceived. Smite by the deceit of my lips the 
Bervant with the prince, and the prince with the servant : breake 
downe their statelinesse by the hand of a woman. For thy power 
standeth not in multitude, nor thy might in strong men, for thou 
art a God of the afflicted, an helper of the oppressed, an upholder 
of the weake, a protector of the forelorne, a saviour of them that 
are without hope. I pray thee, 1 pray thee, O God of my father, 
and God of the inheritance of Israel, Lord of the heavens, and 
earth, creator of the waters, king of every creature : henre thou 
my prayer : and make my speech and deceit to be their wound 
and stripe, who have purposed cruel] things against thy covenant, 
and thy hallowed house, and against the top of Sion, and against 
the house of the possession of thy children. And make every 
nation and tribe to acknowledge that thou art the God of all 
power and might, and that there is none other that protecteth 
the people of Israel but thou. 

CHAPTER X 

NOW after that she had ceased to cry unto the God of Israel, 
and had made an end of all these words, she rose where 
she had fallen downe, and called her maide, and went 
downe into the house, in the which she abode in the Sabbath dayes 
ii and in her feast dayes, and pulled off the sackcloth which she had 
' on, and put off the garments of her widowhood, and washed her 
body all over with water, and annointed herselfe with precious oint- 
ment, and braided the haire of her head, and put on a tire upon it, 
and put on her garments of gladnesse, wherewith she was clad 
during the life of Manasses her husband. And she tooke sandals 
upon her feete, and put about her, her bracelets and her chaines, 
and her rings, and her earerings, and all her ornaments, and 
decked her selfe bravely to allure the eyes of all men that should 
see ber. Then she gave her mayd a bottle of wine, and a cruse of 
oyle, and filled a bagge with parched corne, and lumpes of figs, 
and with fine bread, so she folded all these things together, and 
layd them upon her. Thus they went forth to the gate of the 
citie of Gethulia, and found standing there Ozias, and the ancients 
of the city Chabris, and Cbarmis. And when they saw her, that 
her countenance was altered, and her apparel was changed, they 
wondered at her beautie very greatly, and said unto her, The God, 
the God of our fathers give thee favour, and accomplish thine 
enterprises to the glory of the children of Israel, and to the 
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citation of lenisalem ; then they worshipped God. And she CHA^^ST 
said unto then), Command the gates of the city to be opened unto 
me, that I may goe forth to accomplish the things, whereof you 
have spoken with me ; so they commanded the yong men to open 
unto her, as shee had spoken. And when they had done so, 
ludeth went out, she and her mayd with her, and the men of the "ini'ie rob forth 
eilie looked after her, iintill shee was gone downe the mountaine, °*'"''« <»°ip«- 
and till she had passed the valley, and could see her no more. 
Thus they went straight foorth in the valley : and the 6rst watch 
of the Assyrians met her ; and tooke her, and asked her. Of what 
people art thou ? and whence commest thou ? and whither goest 
thou.* And she said, I am a woman of the Hebrewes, and am 
fled from them : for they shalbe given you to be consumed r and 
I am comming before Olofernes the chiefe captaine of your army, 
to declare words of trueth, and I will shew him a way, whereby 
he shall goe, and winne all the hil countrey, without loosing the 
body or life of any one of his men. Now when the men heard 
her wordes, and beheld her countenance, they wondered greatly 
at her beautie, and said unto her; Thou hast saved thy life, in 
that thou hast hasted to come downe to the presence of our lord : 
now therfore come to hi£tent, and some of us shall conduct thee, 
untill they have delivered thee to his hands. And when thou 
standest before him, bee not afraid in thine heart : but shew unto 
him according to thy word, and he will intreat thee well. Then The w»toli taks 
they chose out of them an hundred men, to accompany her and ^udoonduDt bar 
her mayd, and they brought her to the tent of Olofernes. Then 
was there a concourse throughout all the campe : for her comming 
was noised among the tents, and they came about her, as she 
stood without the tent of Olofernes, till they told him of her. 
And they wondered at her beautie, and admired the children of 
Israel because of her, and every one said to his neighbour ; Who 
would despise this people, that have among them such women, 
•urely it is not good that one man of them be left, who being let 
goe, might deceive the whole earth. And they that lay neere 
Olofernes, went out, and all his servants, and they brought h^r 
into the tent. Now Olofernes rested upon his bed under a 
canopie which was woven with purple, and gold, and emeraudes, 
and precious stones. So they shewed him of her, and he came 
out before his tent, with silver lampes going before him. And 
when ludeth was come before him and hia servants, they all mar- 
veiled at the beautie of her countenance ; and Hhe fel downe 
upon her face, and did reverence unto him ; and his servants 
tooke her up. 
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CHAPTER XI 



THEN said Olofemes unto her. Woman, bee of good comfort, 
feare not in thine heart: for I never hurt any, that was 
willing to serve Nabiichodonosor the king of all the earth. 
Now therefore if thy people that dwelleth in the mountaines, had 
not set light by me, I would not have lifted up my speare against 
Olofemesuli- them : but they have done these things to themselves. But now 
MuJlTot"™''" *^'^ ™^ wherefore thou art fled from them, and art come unto us : 
Domming. for thou art come for safeguard, be of good comfort, thou shalt 

live this night, and hereafter. For none shall hurt thee, but 
intreat thee well, as they doe the servants of king Nabuchodo- 
□osor my lord, Then [udeth said unto him, Receive the words of 
thy servant, and suffer thine handmaid to speake in thy presence, 
Sh« telletb him and I will declare no He to my lord this night. And if thou wilt 
^^a^yp^-" *"""••"' *''*' "*"■'''' ■'^ '''■"^ handmaid, God will bring the thing 
yaile. perfectly to passe by thee, and my lord shall not faile of his 

purposes, as Nabuchodonosor king of all the earth liveth, and 
as his power liveth, who hath sent thee for the upholding of 
every living thing : for not only men shall serve him by thee, but 
also the beasts of the field, and the cattell, and the foules of the 
aire shu.ll live by thy power, under Nabuchodonosor .ind all his 
^ house. For wee have heard of thy wisedome, and thy policies, and 
it is reported in all the earth, that thou onely art excellent in all 
the kingdome, and mightie in knowledge, and wonderfull in feates 
of warre. Now as concerning the matter which Achior did speake 
in thy counsel!, we have heard his w ords ; for the men of Bethulia 
saved him, and hee declared unto them all that hee had spoken 
unto thee. Therefore, O lord and governor, reiect not his word, 
but lay it up in thine heart, for it is true, for our nation shall not 
be punished, neither can the sword prevaile against them, except 
they sinne against their Go*!. And now, that my lord be not 
defeated, and frustrate of hts purpose, even death is now fallen 
upon them, and their sinne hath overtaken them, wherewith they 
will provoke their God to anger, whensoever they shall doe that 
which is not fit to be done. For their victuals faile them, and all 
their water is scant, and they have determined to lay hands upon 
their cattell, and purposed to consume all those things, that God 
hath forbidden them to eate by bis Lawes, and are resolved to 
spend the first fruits of the come, and the tenths of wine and oyle, 
which they had sanctified, and reserved for the Priests that serve 
in lerusalem, before the face of our God, the which things it is 
not lawfull for any of the people so much as to touch with their 
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hands. For they have sent some to lerusalem, because they also 
that dwel there have done the like, to bring them a license from 
the Senate. Now when they shall bring them word, they will 
forthwith doe it, and they shall be given thee to be destroyed 
the same day. Wherefore I thine handmaide knowing all this, 
am fledde from their presence, and God hath sent me to worke 
things with thee, whereat all the earth shalbe astonished, and 
whosoever shall heare it. For thy servant is religious, and servelh 
the God of heaven day and night ; now therefore, my lord, I will 
remaine with thee, and thy servant will goe out by night into the 
valley, and I will pray unto God, and he wil tel me when they 
have committed their sinnes. And I will come, and shew it unto 
thee ; then thou shalt goe forth with all thine army, and there 
shall be none of them that shall resist thee. And I will leade 
thee through the midst of ludeii, untill thou come before leru- 
salem, and I will set thy throne in the midst thereof, and thou 
shalt drive them as sheep that have no shepheard, and a dogge 
shall not so much as open his mouth at thee : for these things 
were totde mee, according to my foreknowledge, and they were 
declared unto me, and I am sent to tell thee. Then her wordes H 
pleased Olofemes. and all his servants, and they marveiled at her P' 
wisedome, and said. There is not such a woman from one end of ^^ 
the earth to the other, both for beautie of face, and wisedome of 
wordes. Likewise Olofemes said unto her, God hath done well 
to send thee before the people, that strength might be in our 
hands, and destruction upon them that lightly regard my lord : 
and now thou art both beautiful! in thy countenance, and wittie 
in thy wordes; surely if thou doe as thou hust spoken, thy God 
shall be my God, and thou shalt dwel in the house of king 
Nabuchodonosor, and shalt be renowmed through the whole earth. 



CHAPTER XII 

THEN hee commaunded to bring her in, where his plate was 
set, and bad that they should prepare for her of his owne 
meats, and that she should drinke of his owne wine. And It 
ludeth said, I will not eat thereof, lest there bee an offence : but ^ 
provision shall be made for mee of the things that I have brought. 
Then Olofemes said unto her. If thy provision should faile, howe 
should we give thee the like? for there be none with us of thy 
nation. Then said ludeth unto him. As thy soule liveth, my lord, 
thine handemaid shall not spend those things that 1 have, before 
the Lord worke by mine hand, the things that he hath determined. 
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CHAPTER Then the Berranta of Olofernes brought her into the tent, a 

XII slept til midnight, and she arose when it was towards the morning 

watch, aad sent to Olofernes, saying, Let my lord now command, 

Bheuried three that thine handmaid may goe forth unto prayer. Then Olofernes 

dayosintho commaunded his guard that they should not stay her: thus she 

Bvmc'iiight abode in the camp three dayes, and went out in the night into 

wont forth to the Valley of Bethulia, and washed her selfe in a fountaioe of 

**"'■ water by the campe. And when she came out, shee besought the 

Lord God of Israel to direct her way, to the raising up of the 

children of her people. So she came in cleane, and remained in 

the tent, nntill shee did eate her meat at evening. And in the 

fourth day Olofernes made a feast to his owne servants only, and 

called none of the officers to the banquet. Then said he to Bagoas 

the Eunuch, who had charge over all that he had : Goe now. and 

perswade this Ebrewe woman which is with thee, that she come 

unto us, and eate and drinke with us. For loe, it will be a shame 

for our person, if we shall let such a woman go, not having had 

her company : for if we draw her not unto us, she wHI laugh us to 

BagoMdoth scome. Then went Bagoas from the presence of Olofernes, and 

move her to bo came to her, and he said, Let not this faire damosell feare to 

Ol^T^ come to my lord, and to bee honoured in his presence, and drink 

wine, and be merry with us, and be made this day as one of the 

daughters of the Assyrians, which serve in the house of Nabucho- 

donosor. Then said Iiideth unto him. Who am I now, that I 

should gainesay my lord? surely whatsoever pleaseth him, I will 

doe speedily, and it shall bee my ioy unto the day of my death. 

So she arose, and decked her selfe with her apparell, and all her 

womans attire, and her maid went and laid soft skinnes on the 

ground for her, over against Olofernes, which she had received of 

Bagoas for her daily use, that she might sit, and eate upon them. 

Now when ludeth came in, and sate downe, Olofernes his heart 

was ravished with her, and his minde was moved, and he desired 

greatly her company, for hee waited a time to deceive her, from 

the day that he had scene her. Then said Olofernes unto her, 

Drinke now. and be merry with us. So ludeth saide, 1 will drinke 

now my lord, because my life is magnified in me this day, more 

then all the dayes since I was l>ome. Then she tooke and ate 

whofocloj-of and dranke before him what hermaide had prepared. And Olo- 

her (»in|ianie femes tooke ftreat delight in her, and dranke much more wine, 

" ""* then he had drunke at any time in one day, since he was borne. 
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CHAPTER XIII ^"xm"' 

NOW when the evening was come, his servants made haste 
to depart, and Bagoag shut his tent without, and dismissed 
the waiters from the presence of his lord, and they went 
to their beds ; for they were all weary, because the feast had bene 
long. And ludeth was left alone in the tent, and Olofemes lying ludeth b left 
along upon his bed, for hee was filled with wine. Now ludeth »jj"i« "'itli 
had eomraanded her maide to stand without her bedchamber, anil hbu^ 
to waite for her coinming forth as she did daily : for she said, she 
would goe forth to her prayers, and she spake to Bagoas, according 
to the same purpose. So all went forth, and none was left in the Sheprkyeth 
bedchamber, neither little, nor great. Then ludeth standing by ^ JL?^ 
his bed, said in her heart : O Lord God of all power, looke at this "S^- 

present upon the workes of mine liands for the exaltation of leru- 
salem. For now is the time to heipe thine inheritance, and to 
execute mine enterprises, to the destruction of the enemies, which 
are risen against us. Then she came to the pillar of the bed, 
wliicb was at Olofemes head, and tooke downe his fauchin from 
thence, and approehed to his bed, and tooke hold of the haire of 
his bead, and said. Strengthen mee, O Lord God of Israel, this 
day. And she smote twise upon his necke with all her might, Sha out off hi« 
and she tooke away his head from him, and tumbled his body ^^ ,"''*'«''«' 
downe from the bed, and pulled downe the canopy from the 
pillars, and anon after she went forth, and gave Olofemes his head 
to her niaide. And she put it in her bag of meate, so they twaine Ami Tetunied 
went together according to their custome unto prayer, and whe ""' 
they passed the campe, they compassed the valley, and went u 
the mountaine of Bethulia, and came to the gates thereof. Then 
said ludeth a farre off to the watchmen at the gate. Open, open 
now the gate: God, even our God is with us, to shew bis power 
yet in lerusalem, and his forces against the enemie, as he hath 
even done this day. Now when the men of her citie heard her 
voyce, they made haste to goe downe to the gale of their citie, 
and they called the Elders of the citie. And then they ranne 
altogether both small and great, for it was strange unto them that 
she was come : so they opened the gate, and received them, and 
made a fire for a light, and stood round about them. Then she 
said to them with a loud voyce, Praise, praise God, praise God, 

SI say) for hee hath not taken away his mercy from the house of 
srael, but hath destroyed our enemies by mine hands this night. 
So she tooke the head out of the bag, and shewed it, and said 
imto them, Behold the head of Olofemes the chiefe captaine of 
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the armie of Absut, and behold the canopy wherein he did lie in 
his drunkennesse, and the Lord hath smitten him by the liand of 
a woman. As the Lord liveth, who hath kept me in my nay that 
1 went, my countenance hath deceived him to his destruction, and 
yet hath hee not committed sinne with mee, to defile and shame 
mee. Then all the people were wonderfully astonished, and 
bowed themselves, and worshipped God, and said witli one accord : 
Blessed be thou, O our God, which hast this day brought to 
• nought the enemies of thy people. Then said Ozias unto her, O 
daughter, blessed art thou of the most high God, above all the 
women upon the earth, and blessed be the Lord God, which hath 
created the heavens, and the earth, which hath directed thee to 
the cutting off of the head of the chiefe of our enemies. For this 
thy confidence shall not depart from the heart of men, which 
remember the power of God for ever. And God tume these 
things to thee for a perpetuall praise, to visite thee in good things, 
because thou hast not spared thy life for the affliction of our 
nation, but hast revenged our ruine, walking a straight way before 
our God : and all the people said. So be it, so be it. 

CHAPTER XIIII 

THEN saide ludeth unto them, Heare me now, my brethren, 
and take this head, and hang it upon the highest place of 
your walles. And so soone as the morning shall appeare, 
and the Sunne shal come forth upon the earth, take you every one 
his weapons, and goe forth every valiant man out of the city, and 
set you a captaine over them, as though you would goe downe 
into the field toward the watch of the Assyrians, but goe not 
downe. Then they shal take their armour, and shal goe into 
their campe, and raise up the captaines of the army of Assur, and 
Ihey shall runne to the tent of Olofernes, but shall not finde him, 
then feare shall fall upon them, and they shall flee before your 
face. So you, and all that inhabite the coast of Israel, shall 
pursue them, and overthrow them as they goe. But before you 
doe these things, call me Achior the Ammonite, that hee may see 
and know him that despised the house of Israel, and that sent 
him to us as it were to his death. Then they called Achior out 
of the house of Ozias, and when hee was come, and saw the head of 
Olofernes in a mans hand, in the assembly of the people, he fell 
downe on his face, and his spirit failed. But when they had 
recovered him, bee fell at ludeths feete, and reverenced her, and 
said: Blessed art thou in all the tabernacle of luda. and in all 
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nations, which hearing thy name shal! be astonished. Now there- CHAPTEK 

fore tell mee all the things that thou hust done in these dayes ; XIIII 

Then ludeth declared unto hira in the midst of the people, all Achiorhearat 

that shee had done from the day that shee went foorth, untill ''i?^'\''^'||^ 

that houre she spake unto them. And when shee had left offdoifa,»i^i« 

speaking, the people shouted with a lowd voice, and made a ioyful oinmmdied. 

noise in their citie. And when Achior had scene all that the God 

of Israel had done, hee beleeved in God greatly, and circumcised 

the foreskinne of his flesh, and was ioyned unto the house of Israel 

unto this day. And assoone as the morning arose, they hanged tho haad of 

the head of Olofemes upon the wall, and every man took his Olofomea in 

weapons, and they went foorth by bandes unto the straits of the "* "''■ 

mountaine. But when the Assyrians sawe them, they sent to 

their leaders, which came to their Captatnes, and tribunes, and to 

every one of their rulers. So they came to Olofemes tent, and 

said to htm that had the charge of all his things. Waken now our 

lord ; for the bUtcs have beene bold to come downe against us 

to battell, that they may be utterly destroyed. Then went in 

Bagoas, and knocked at the doore of the tent : for he thought 

that he had slept with ludeth. But because none answered, he heo is found 

opened it, and went into the bedchamber, and found him cast '•""^ ""* """ 

upon the floore dead, and his head was taken from him. There- ''""^'«*'- 

fore lie cried with a lowd voice, with weeping, and sighing, and a 

mighty cry, and rent his garments. After, hee went into the 

tent, where ludeth lodged, and when hee found her not, he 

leaped out to the people, and cried ; These slaves have dealt 

treacherously, one woman of the Hebrewes hath brought shame 

upon the house of king Nabuchodonosor : for behold, Olofemes 

lieth upon the ground without a head. When the captaines of 

the Assyrians armie heard these words, they rent their coats, and 

their minds were wonderfully troubled, and there was a cry, and 

a very great noise throughout the campe. 

CHAPTER XV 

AND when they that were in the tents heard, they were Tho AMjiiani 
/-\ astonished at the thing that was done. And feare and *™.'i'"™'*""' 
■*■ -*- trembhng fell upon them, so that there was no man that '''""■ 
durst abide in the sight of his neighbour, but rushing out alto- 
gether, they fled into every way of the plaine, and of the hill 
countrey. They also that had camped in the mountaines, round 
about Bethulia, fled away. Then the children of Israel every one 
that was a wurriour among them, rushed out upon them. Theo 
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CHAPTER sent Ozias to Bethomasthem, and to Bebai, and Chobai, and Cola^ 

XV and to all the coasts of Israel, such as should tell the things that 

were done, and that all should rush forth upon their enemies to 

destroy them. Now when the children of Israel heard it, they all 

fell upon them with one consent, and slewe them unto Choba: 

likewise also they that come from lerusalem, an<l from all the hill 

country, for men had told them what things were done in the 

campe of their enemies, and they thut were in Gaload and in 

Galile chased them with a great slaughter, untill they were past 

Damascus, and the borders thereof. And the residue that dwelt 

at Bethulia, fell upon the campe of Assur, and spoiled them, and 

were greatly enriched. And the children of Israel that returned 

from the slaughter, had that which remained, and the villages, 

and the cities that were in the mountaines, and in the plaine, gate 

The hleh Pricit many spoiles ; for the multitude was very great. Then loscim 

I^tTo'^"' *° "" *'*^ ^'S^ Priest, and the Ancients of the children of Israel that 

dwelt in lerusalem, came to behold the good things that God hod 

shewed to Israel, and to see ludeth, and to salute her. And 

when they came unto her, they blessed her with one accord, and 

said unto her. Thou art the exaltation of lerusalem : thou art the 

great glory of Israel : thou art the great reioycing of our nation. 

Thou hast done all these things by thine hand: thou hast done 

much good to Israel, and Gad is pleased therewith : blessed bee 

thou of the Almightie Lord for evermore : and ail the people said. 

The Btoflo of So be it. And the people spoiled the campe, the apnee of thirty 

is^T^to dayes, and they gave unto ludeth Olofernes his tent, and all his 

ludotb. plate, and beds, and vessels, and all his stulfe : and she tooke it, 

and laide it on her mule, and made ready her carts, and laid them 

thereon. Then all the women of Israel ran together to see her, 

and blessed her, and made a dance among them for her : and shea 

tooke branches in her hand, and gave also to the women that were 

The women with her. And they put a garland of olive upon her, and her 

°'°™^*"'*i"" maid that was with her, and shee went before the people in the 

dance, leading all the women : and all the men of Israel followed 

in their armor with garlands, and with songs in their mouthes. 

CHAPTER XVI 

Tho eong of Then ludeth began to sing this thankesgiving in all Israel, and all I 
ludsth. the people sang after her this song of praise. And ludeth si 

BEGIN unto my God with timbrels. 
Sing unto my Lord with cymbals : 
Tune unto him a newe Psalme: 
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Exalt him, and cal upon bis name. ( 

For God breaketh the battels : 

For amongst the campes in the midst of the people 

Hee hath delivered me out of the hands of them that 

persecuted me. 
AsBur came out of the mountains from the North, 
He came with ten thousands of his army, 
The multitude wherof stopped the torrents, 
And their horsemen have covered the hilles. 
He bragged that he would bume up my borders, 
And kill my young men with the sword. 
And dash the sucking children against the ground. 
And make mine infants as a pray. 
And my virgins as a spoile. 
But the Almighty Lord hath disappointed them by the hand 

of a woman. 
For the mighty one did not fall by the yong men. 
Neither did the sonnes of the Titans smite him. 
Nor high gyants set upon him : 
But ludeth the daughter of Merari weakned him with the 

beautie of her countenance. 
For she put off the garment of her widowhood, for the 

exaltation of those that were oppressed tn Israel, 
And anointed her face with oyntment. 
And bound her haire in a tyre. 
And tooke a linnen garment to deceive him. 
Her sandals ravished his eyes, 
Her beautie tooke his minde prisoner, 
And the fauchin passed through his necke. 
The Persians quaked at her boldnesse, 
And the Medes were daunted at her hardinesse. 
Then my afflicted shouted for ioy. 

And my weake ones cryed aloude ; but they were astonished : 
These lifted up their voices, but they were overthrowen. 
The sonnes of the damosels have pierced them through. 
And wounded them as fugitives children : 
They perished by the battell of the Lord. 
I will sing unto the Lord a new song, 
O Lord thou art great and glorious. 
Wonderful in strength and invincible. 
Let all creatures serve thee : 
For thou spakest, and they were made. 
Thou didst send forth thy spirit, and it created them, 
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And there is none that can resist thy voyce. 

For the mountaines shall be mooved from their foiuidstions 

with the wiiters. 
The rockes shall melt as wane at thy presence : 
Vet thou art mercifull to them that feare thee. 
For all sacrifice is too little for a sweete savour unto thee. 
And all the fat is not sufficient, for thy burnt offering : 
But he that feareth the Lord is great at all times. 
Woe to the nations that rise up against my kinred : 
The Lord almighty will take vengeance of them in the day 

of iudgement 
In putting fire and wormes in their flesh. 
And they shall feele them and weepe for ever. 
Now assoone as they entred into lerusalem, they worshipped the 
Lord, and agsoone as the people were purified, they offered their 
Sho dedioatoth burnt offerings, aiid their free offerings, and their gifts. ludeth 
also dedicated all the stuffe of Olofernes, which the people had 
given her, and gave the canopy which she had taken out of his 
bed chamber, for a gift unto the Lord. So the people continued 
feasting in lerusalem before the Sanctuarie, for the space of three 
moneths, and ludeth remained with them, After this time, every 
oneretumed to his owne inheritance, and ludeth went toBcthulia, 
and remained in her owne possession, and was in her time honour- 
able in all the countrey. And many desired her, but none knew 
her all the dayes of her life, after that Mannsses her husband was 
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dead, and was gathered to his people. But she encreased i 

and more in honour, and waxed oldc in her husbands house, 

being an hundred and five yeeres olde, and made her maide 

free, so shee died in Bethulia : and they buried her in the cave 

of her husband Manasses. And the house of Israel lamented 

her seaven dayes, and before shee dyed, she did distribute her 

goods to all them that are neerest of kinred to Manasses her 

husband : and to them that were the neerest of her kinred. 

And there was none that made the children of Israel 

any more afraide, in the dayes of ludeth, nor a 

long time after her death. 
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The rest of the Chapters of 

The Booke of ESTHER, 

which are found neither in the Hebrewe 
nor in the Calde. 

Part of the tenth Chapter after the Greeke. 

HEN MardocheuB aaide, God hath done these 
things. For I remember a dreame, which ] 
sawe concerning these matters, and notliing 
thereof hath failed. A little fountaine became 
n river, and there was light, and the Sunnej 
and much water : thia river is Esther, whom " 
the King married and made Queene. And 
the two Dragons are I, and Aman. And the 
nations were those that were assembled, to 
destroy the name of the lewes. And my nation is this Israel, 
which cryed to God and were saved : for the Lord hath saved his 
people, and the Lord hath delivered us from all those evils, and 
God hath wrought signes, and great wonders, which have not bin 
done among the Gentiles. Therefore hath hee made two lots, 
one for the people of God, and another for all the Gentiles. And 
these two lots came at the houre, and time, and day of iudgement 
before God amongst all nations. So God remembred his people, 
and justified his inheritance. Therefore those dayes shall be unto 
them in the moneth Adar, the foureteenth and lifteeuth day of 
the same moneth, with an assembly, and ioy, and with gladncssc, 
before God, according to the generations for ever among his 

CHAPTER XI 

IN the fourth yeere of the raigne of Ptolomeus, and Qeopatra, 
Dositheus, who said hee was a priest and Levite, and Ptolo- 
meus his Sonne brought this Epistle of Phurim, which they 
said was the same, and that Lysimachus the soune of Ptolomeus, 
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CHAPTER that waa in leruaalem, had interpreted it. In the second yeere 
XI oftheraigneofArtaxerxes the great: in the first day of the moneth 

TbeBtoakeand NiEati, Mardocheus the sonne of lai 



SI^dMh/ua ^°°°^ °^ '''^" °^ ^^^ *^^^^ **^ Beniara 
a lew and dwelt in the citie of Susa, s 
in the kings court. He was also 
Nabuchodonosor the king of Babylon 
lechonias kingof ludea ; and thisw 
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tumult with thunder, and earthquakes, and uproare in the 
land. And behold, two great dragons came forth ready to fight, 
and their crie was great. And at their cry all nations were pre- 
pared to battel, that they might fight against the righteous people. 
And loe a day of darknesse and obscurity: tribulation, and anguish, 
affliction, and great uproare upon the earth. And the whole 
righteous nation was troubled, fearing their owne evils, and were 
und o( » little ready to perish. Then they cryed unto God, and upon their cry, 
whidTboQumo "* '* were from a little fountaine, was made a great flood, even 
a great water, much water. The light and the Sunne rose up, and the lowly were 
exalted, and devoured the glorious. Now when Mardocheus, who 
had scene this dreame, and what God had determined to doe, 
was awake : he bare this dreame in minde, and untill night by 
all meaties was desirous to know it. 

CHAPTER XII 

AND Mardocheus tooke his rest in the court with Gabatha, 

A\ and Tharra, the two Eunuches of the king, and keepers of 

The ooniplraole "^ the palace. And he heard their devices, and searched 

of the two Q,,(. their purposes, and learned that they were about to lay hands 

diBcovflred by upou Artaxerxes the king, and so he certified the king of them. 

UardoohBuB, Then the king examined the two Eunuches, and after that they 

had confessed it, they were strangled. And the king made a 

for whioh ho ts record of these things, and Mardocheus also wrote thereof. So 

™'"|^""^''>' the king commaunded Mardocheus to serve in the court, and for 

rewardwl. this he rewarded him. Howbeit Aman the sonne of Amadnthus 

the Agagite, who was in great honour with the king, sought to 

molest Mardocheus and his people, because of the two Eunuches 

of the king. 

CHAPTER XIII 
The oopie of the r | iHE copy of the letters was this. The great king Artaxerzei, 
writeth these things to the princes, and governours that I 
ire under him from India unto Ethiopia, in an hundred I 
and seven and twentie provinces. After that 1 became Lord over | 
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tamay nations, and had dominion over the whole world, not lifted CHAFTBR 
up with presumptioa of my autboritie, but cnrying my selfe alway XllI 

with equitie and inililenesse, 1 purposed to settle my subiects 
continually in a quiet life, and making my kingdome peaceable, 
and open for passage to the utmost coasts, to renue peace which 
is desired of all men. Now when I asked my couosetlers how this 
might bee brought to passe, Aman that excelled in wisedome 
among us, and was approoved for his constant good will, and 
stedfast fidelitie, and had the honour of the second place in the 
kingdome, declared unto us, that in all nations throughout the 
world, there nas scattered a certaine malitious people, that had 
Lawes contrary to all nations, and continually despised the eom- 
mandements of Kings, so as the uniting of our kingdomes hon- 
ourably intended by us, cannot goe forward. Seeing then we 
understand that this people alone is continually in opposition unto 
all men, ditfering in the strange maner of their Lawes, and evill 
affected to our state, working all the mischiefe they can, that our 
kingdome may not be firmely stabUshed : therefore have we com- 
manded thatal they that are signified in writing unto you by Aman 
(who is ordained over the afTaircB, and is next unto us) shall all 
with their wives and children bee utterly destroyed, by the sword 
of their enemies, without all mercie nnd pitie, the fourteenth day of 
the twelfth moneth Adar of this present yeere : that they, who of 
old, and now also are malitious, may in one day with violence goe 
into the grave, and so ever hereafter, cause our affaires to he well 
settled, and without trouble. Then Mardocheus thought upon all Tho pmjer o 
the works of the Lord, and made his prayer unto him, saying, O MapJuchBua 
Lord, 1/jrd, the king Almightie : for the whole world is in thy " " ' 
power ; and if thou hast appointed to save Israel, there is no man 
that can gainesay thee. For thou hast made heaven and earth, 
and all the wonderous things under the heaven. Thou art Lord of 
all things, and there is no man that can resist thee, which art the 
Lord. Thou knowest all things, and thou knowest Lord, that it 
was neither in contempt nor pride, nor for any desire of glory, 
that I did not bow downe to proud Aman. For 1 could have bene 
content with good will for the salvation of Israel, to kisse the soles 
of hia feet. But I did this, that I might not preferre the glory of 
man above the glory of God : neither will I worship any but thee, 
O God, neither wil I doe it in pride. And now, O Lord God, 
and King, spare thy people : for their eyes are upon us, to bring us 
to nought, yea they desire to destroy the inheritance that hath 
beene thine from the beginning. Despise not the portion which 
thou hast delivered out of Egypt for thine owne selfe : heare my 
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prayer, and \>e merciful! unto thine inheritsnce : turne our sorrow 
ioto ioy, that wee may live, O Lord, and praise thy Name : and 
destroy not the moutheE of them that praise thee, O Lord. All 
Israel in like maner cried most earnestly unto the Lord, because 
their death was before their eyes. 
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CHAPTER XIIII 
UEENE ESTHER also being in feare of death, resorted unto 
the Lord, and layd away her glorious apparel, and put on 
the garments of iinguish, and mourning : and in stead of 
pretious oyntments, she covered her head with ashea, and doting, 
and she humbled her body greatly, and all the places of her ioy she 
filled with her tome haire. And shee prayed unto the Lord God 
of Israel, saying, O my Lord, thou onely art our king : helpe me 
desolate woman, which have no helper but thee : for my danger is 
in mine hand. From my youth up 1 have heard in the tribe of my 
family, that thou, O Lord, tookest Israel from among all people, and 
our fathers from all their predecessours, for a perpetuall ioheritance, 
and thou hast performed whatsoever thou didst promise them. 
And now we have sinned before thee : therefore hast thou given 
us into the hands of our enemies, because wee worshipped their 
gods : O Lord, thou art righteous. Nevertheles it satisfietb them 
not, that we are In bitter captivitie, but they have striken bands 
with their idols, that they will abolish the thing, that thou with 
thy mouth hast ordained, and destroy thine inheritance, and stop 
the mouth of them that praise thee, and quench the glory of thy 
house, and of thine Altur, and open the mouthes of the heathen to 
set fuorth the praises of the {doles, and to magnifie a fleshly king 
for ever. O Lord, give not thy scepter unto them that be 
nothing, and let them not laugh at our fall, but tume their device 
upon themselves, and make him an example that hath begunne 
this against us. Remember, O Lord, make thy selfe knawen in 
time of our affliction, and give mee boldnesse, O King of the nations, 
and Lord of all power. Give me eloquent speech in my mouth 
before the lyon : turne his heart to hate him that fighteth against 
us, that there may be an end of him, and of all ttiat are like minded 
to him : but deliver us with thine hand, and helpe me that Jtm 
desolate, and which have no other helper but thee. Thou knowest 
all things, O Lord, thou knowest that 1 hate the glory of the 
unrighteous, and abhorre the bed of the uncircumcised, and of all 
the heathen. Thou knowest my necessitie : for 1 abhorre the signe 
of my high estate, which is upon mine head, in the dayes wherein 
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I shewe my selfe.aQd that I abhorre it as a menstruous ragge, and 
that I weare it not when I am private by my selfe. And that thine 
handmaid hath not eaten at Amans table, and that 1 have not greatly 
esteemed the Kings feast, nor drunke the wine of the drinkc 
offerings : neither had thine handmaid any ioy, since the day that 
1 was brought hither to this present, but in thee, O Lord God of 
Abraham. O thou mightie God above all, heare the voice of the 
forlome, and deliver us out of the handes of the mischievous, and 
deliver me out of my feare. 



CHAPTER XV 
A ND upon the third day when shee had ended her prayer, she 
/-\ laide away her mourning garments, and put on her glorious 
■^ ■*■ apparell. And being gloriously adorned, after she had 
called upon God, who is the beholder, and Saviour of all things, 
she tooke two maids with her. And upon the one shee leaned as 
carying her selfe daintily. And the other followed bearing up her 
traine. And she was ruddy through the perfection of her beautie, 
and her countenance was cheerefull, and very amiable; but her 
heart was in anguish for feare. Then having passed through all Esther oommoth I 
the doores, shee stood before the King, who sate upon his royall '■"" ""^ "'"8" 
throne, and was clothed with all his robes of maiestie, all glitter- 
ing with golde and precious stones, and he was very dreadfuU. 
Then lifting up his countenance that shone with maiestie, he looked Hae lookath 
very fiercely upon her : and the Queene fell downe and was pale, "J^V'-^'j^Sf 
and fainted, and bowed her selfe upon the head of the maide that ' 
went before her. Then God changed the spirit of the king into The idue doth 
mildnesse, who in a feare leaped from his throne, and tooke her in ^^ ''^'."^ 
his arraes till she came to her selfe againe, and comforted her with hec. 
loving words, and sayd unto her : Esther, what is the matter ? I am 
thy brother, be of good cheere. Thou shalt not die, though our 
commandement be generall : come neere. And so he held up his 
golden scepter, and laid it upon her necke, and embraced her, 
and said, Speake unto me. Then .said shee unto him, I saw thee, 
my lord, as an Angel of God, and my heart was troubled for feare 
of thy maiestie. For wonderfull art thou, lord, and thy coun- 
tenance is full of grace. And as she was speaking, she fell downe 
for faintnesse. Then the king was troubled, and nil bis servants 
comforted her. 
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THE great king Artaxerxes unto the princes and ^ 
of an hundreth and seven and twenty provinces, 
India unto Ethiopia, and imto all our faithful! Subiects, 
greeting. Many, the more often they are honoured with the great 
bountie of their gracious princes, the more proud they are waxen^ 
and endeavour to hurt not our Subiects onely, but not being able 
to beare abundance, doe take in hand to practise also against those 
that doe them good : and take not only thankfulnesse away from 
among men, but also lifted up with the glorious words of lewde 
persons that were never good, they thinke to escape the iustice of 
God, that seeth all things, and hateth evill. Often times also 
fairc speech of those that are put in trust to manage their friends 
affaires, hath caused many that are in authority to be partakers 
of innocent blood, and hath enwrapped them in remedilesse 
calamities: beguiling with the falshood and deceit of their lewd 
disposition, the innocencie and goodnesse of princes. Now jee 
may see this as we have declared, not so inucJi by ancient histories, 
as yee may, if ye search what hath beene wickedly done of late 
through the pestilent behaviour of them that are unworthily placed 
in autboritie. And we must take care for the time to come, that 
our kingdome may bee quiet and peaceable for all men, both by 
changing our purposes, and alwayes iudging things that are evident, 
with more equall proceeding. For Aman a Macedonian the son of 
Amadatha, being indeed a stranger from the Persian blood, and 
far distant from our goodnesse, and as a stranger received of us : 
had so farre forth obtained the favour that wee shew toward every 
nation, as that he was called our father, and was continually 
honoured of all men, as the next person unto the king. But he 
not bearing his great dignitie, wetit about to deprive us of our king- 
dome and life : having by manifold and cunning deceits sought of us 
the destruction as well of Mardocheus, who saved our life, and 
continually procured our good, asalsoof blamelesse Esther partaker 
of our kingdome, with their whole nation. For by these meanes 
he thought, finding us destitute of friends, to have translated the 
kingdome of the Persians to the Macedonians. But wee finde 
that the lewes, whom this wicked wretch hath delivered to utter 
destruction, are no evill doers, but live by most iust lawes ; and 
that they be cliildrea of the most high and most mighty living God, 
who hath ordered the kingdome both unto us, and to our pro- 
genitors in the most excellent maner. Wherefore ye ahall doe 
well not to put in execution the Letters sent unto you by Aman 
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tbe Bonne of Amadatha. For bee that was the woricer of these CHAPTEK 
things, 19 hanged at the gates t>f Susa with all his family : God, XVI 

who ruleth all things, speedily rendring vengeance to him accord- wti reroketh 
ing to his deserts. Therefore ye shall publish the copy of this ^^o ''t^ 
Letter in all places, that the lewes may freely live after their ^|^ to ^ 
owne lawes. And ye shall aide them, that even the same day, deatro; the 
being the tbirteenth day of the twelfth moneth Adar, they may l^*™- 
be avenged on them, who in the time of their affliction shall set 
upon them. For Almightie God hath turned to ioy unto them 
the day, wherein the chosen people should have perished. You and oommaitd- 

shall therefore among your solemne feasts keepe it an high of'^^fp'^^ 

day with all feasting, that both now and hereafter there mayuiootobe 
be safetie to us, and the well affected Persians: but to those Itopt holy, 
which doe conspire against us, a memoriall of destruction. There- 
fore every citie and countrey whatsoever, which shall not doe 
according to these things, shall bee destroyed without mercy, 
with fire and sword, and shall be made not onely un- 
passable for men, but also most hatefull to wilde 
beasts and foules for ever. 



THE WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

CHAPTER I 
OVE righteousnesse, yee that be iudges of the 

Thinke of the Lord with a goo<i (heart) 
And in simplicitie of heart seeke him. 
For hee will bee found of them that tempt To whom God 
him not: aSur"""'"" 

And sheweth hiniselfe unto such as doe not 

distrust him. 
For froward thoughts separate from God ; 
And his power when it is tryed, reprooveth the unwise. 
For into a malitious soule wisedome shall not enter: aodWi 

Nor dwell in the body that is subiect unto sinne. heraelfi 

For the holy spirit of discipline will flic deceit, 
And remove from thoughts that are without understanding ; 
And will not abide when un righteousnesse commeth in. 
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WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

For wisedome is a loving spirit : 

And will not acquite a blasphemour of his words : 

For God is witnesae of his reines. 

And a true beholder of his heart, 

And a hearer of his tongue. 

For the spirit of the Lord filleth the world : 

And that which containeth all things hath knowledge of 
the voice. 

Therefore he that speaketh unrighteous things,cannDt be hid: 

Neither shal vengeance, when it punisheth, passe by him. 

For inquisition shall be made into the counsels of the 
ungodly : 

And the sound of his words, shall come unto the Lord, 

For the manifestation of his wicked deedes. 

For the eare of iealousie heareth al things : 

And the noise of murmurings is not hid. 

Therefore beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable. 

And refraine your tongue from backbiting : 

For there is no word so secret that shall goe for nought : 

And the mouth that belieth, slayeth the soule, 

Seeke not death in the errour of your life ; 

And pull not upon your selves destruction, with the workes 
of your hands. 

For God made not death t 

Neither hath he pleasure in the destruction of the living. 

For he cronted all things, that they might have their being : 

And the generations of the world were healtbfull : 

Anil there is no poyson of destruction in them : 

Nor the kingdome of death upon the earth. 

For righ ten usn esse is immortall. 

But ungodly men with their workes, and words called it to 
them; 

For when they thought to have it their friend, they con- 
sumed to nought. 

And made a covenant with it. 

Because they are worthy to take part with it. 

CHAPTER II 

FOR the ungodly said, reasoning with themselves, but 
not aright : 
Our life is short and tedious. 
And in the death of a man there is no remedie : 



WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

Neither was there any man knowen to have returned from CHAPTER \ 

the grave. U 

For wee are borne at all adventure : 
And we shalbe heereafter as though we had never bene : 
For the breath in our nostrils is as smoke, 
And a litle sparke in the moving of our heart. 
Which being extinguished, our body shall be turned into 
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spirit shall vanish as the soft aire: 

name shalbe forgotten in time, 

nan shall have our works in remembrance, 

hfe shall passe away as the trace of a cloud : 
And shall be dispersed as a mist 
That is driven sway with the beames of the Sunne, 
And overcome with the heat thereof. 
For our time is a very shadow that passeth away ; 
And after our end there is no returning : 
For it is fast sealed, so that no man commeth againe. 
Come on therefore, let us enioy the good things that are Tberefow they 
present: ST"""'" 

And let us speedily use the creatures like as in youth. thi^ 

Let us fill our selves with costly wine, and ointments: 
And let no flower of the Spring passe by us. 
Let us crowne our selves with Rose buds, before they be 

Let none of us goe without his part of our voluptuousnesse: 

Let us leave tokens of our iojfulnesse in every place : 

For this is our portion, and our lot is this. 

Let us oppresee the poore righteous man, nni co 

Let us not spare the widow, »B»iM( 

Nor reverence the ancient gray haires of the aged. 

Let our strength bee the Lawe of iuslice : 

For that which is feeble is found to be nothing worth. 

Therefore let us lye in wait for the righteous : 

Because he is not for our tume. 

And he is cleane contrary to our doings : 

He upbraideth us with our offending the Law, 

And obiecteth to our infamy the transgres sings of out 

education, 
Hee professeth to have the knowledge of God : 
And hee calleth himselfe the childe of the Lord. 
Hee was made to reproove our thoughts. 
Hee is grievous unto us even to beholde: 
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WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 



For his life is not like other mens, 

His wfties are of another fashion. 

We are esteemed of him as counterfeits : 

He abstaiDeth from our wayes as from ftlthinesse : 

He pronounceth the end of the iust to be blessed, 

And mttketh his boast that God is his father. 

Let us see if his wordes be true : 

And let us prove what shall happen in the end of hin 

For if the iust man be the sonne of God, he will heipe him. 

And deliver him from the hand of his enemies. 

Let us examine him with despitefulnesse and torrture. 

That we may know his meekenesse, 

And proove his patience. 

Let us condemne him with a shameful! death : 

For by his owne saying, he shall be respected. 

Such things they did imagine, and were deceived : 

For their owae wickednesse hath bhnded them. 
fAs for the mysteries of God, they knew them not : 

Neither hoped they for the wages of right eousnesse : 

Nor discerned n reward for blamelesse soules. 

For God created man to bee immortal!, 
^ And made him to be an image of his owne eternitie. J 

Neverthelesse through envie of the devill came death into ] 
the world : 

And they that doe holde of his side doe finde it. 
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CHAPTER m 

I UT the soules of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
And there shall no torment touch them. 
In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die : 

And their departure is taken for misery, 

And their going from us to be utter destruction ; 

But they are in peace. 

For though they bee punished in the sight of men : 

Yet is their hope full of immortalilie. J. 

And having bene a little chastised, they shaH)e greatly 
rewarded : 

For God proved them, and found them worthy for himselfe. 

* s gold in the furnace hath hec tried them, 



And received thei 



a burnt olTering. 



And in the time of their visitation, they shall shine and I 
runne to and fro, 



WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

Like sparkes among the stubble. 

They shall iudge the Dations, and have dominion over the 

people. 
And their Lord shall raigne for ever, 
They that put their trust in him, shall understand the 

And such as be faithfiill in love, shall abide with him : 

For grace and mercy is to his saints. 

And he hath care for hia elect. 

But the ungodly shalbe punished according to their owne T 
imaginations, '" 

Which have neglected the righteous, and forsaken the Lord. 

For who so despiseth wisedoroe, and nurture, he is miserable. 

And their hope is valine, their labours uafruitfuU, 

And their workes unprofitable. 

Their wives are foolish. 

And their children wicked. 

Their of- spring is cursed : 

Wherefore blessed is the barren that is undefiled, p 

Which hath not knowen the sinfull bed : '^ 

She shall have fruit in the visitation of soules. ^^ 

And blessed is the Eunuch which with his hands hath d 
wrought no iniquitie : 

Nor imagined wicked things against God : 

For unto him shall be given the speclall gift of faith, 

And an inheritance in the Temple of the Lord more accept- 
able to his minde. 

For glorious is the fruit of good labours : 

And the root of wisedom shall never fall jiway. 

As for the children of adulterers, they shall not com( 
their perfection. 

And the seed of an unrighteous bed shal be rooted out. 

For though they live long, yet shall they bee nothing ' 
regarded : 

And their last age shall be without honour. 

Or if they die quickly, they have no hope, 

Neither comfort in the day of triall. 

For horrible is the end of the unrighteous generation. 
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CHAPTER nil 
I ETTER it is to have no children, and to have vertue : 
For the memoriall thereof is imiuortal : 
Because it is knoweii with God and with men. 

When it is present, men take example at it, 

And when it is gone they desire it : 

It weareth a crown, and triumpheth for ever. 

Having gotten the victorie, striving for undehled rewards. 

But the multiplying brood of the ungodly shall not thrive. 

Nor take deepe rooting from bastard slips, 

Nor lay any fast foundation. 

For though they flourish in branches for a time : 

Yet standing not fast, they shall he shaken with the winde: 

And through the force of windes they shall be rooted out. 

The unperfect branches shall bee broken off, 

Their fruit unprofitable, 

Not ripe to eate : yea meet for nothing. 

For children begotten of unlawfull beds, are witnesses of 
wickednes 

Against their parents in their triall. 

But though the righteous be prevented with death: yet 
shal he be in rest. 

For honourable age is not that which standeth ii 

Nor that is measured by number of yeeres. 

But wisedome is the gray haire unto men. 

And an unspotted life is old age. 

He pleased God, and was beloved of him : 

So that living amongst sinners, he was translated. 

Yea, speedily was he taken away, lest that wickednes should 

alter his understanding. 
Or deceit beguile his soule. 
For the bewitching of nnughtines doth obscure things that 

are honest ; 
And the wandring of concupiscence, doth undermine the 

simple mind. 
He being made perfect in a short time, 
Fulfilled a long time. 
For his soule pleased the Lord : 
Therefore hasted he to take him away, from among the 

wicked. 
This the people saw, and understood it not ; 
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WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

Neither Uid they up this in their miDdes, 

That his grace and inercie is with his Saints, 

And that he hath respect unto his chosen. 

Thus the righteous that is dead, shall condemne the ungodly, 

which are hving, 
And youth that is soone perfected, the many yeeres and old 

age of the unrighteous. 
For they shall see the end of the wise, 
And shall not understand what God in his counsell hath 

decreed of him. 
And to what end the Lord hath set him in safetie. 
They shal see him and despise him. 
But God shall laugh them to scorne, 
And they shal hereafter be a vile carkeis. 
And a reproch among the dead for evermore. 
For he shall rend them, and cast them downe headlong, 

that they shalbe speechles : 
And he shal shake them from the foundation : 
And they shall bee utterly laid waste, and be in sorow : 
And tlieir memoriall shall perish. 
And when they east up the accounts of their sinnes, they 

shall corae with feare : 
And their owne iniquities shall convince them to their face. 

CHAPTER V 

THEN shal the righteous man stand in great boldnesse. The wiokwl 
Before the face of such jis have afflicted him, 't'th'^SSf 

And made no account of his labours. ' ega"J. 

When they see it, they shalbe troubled with terrible feare. 
And shall be amazed at the strangenesse of his salvation, so 

farre beyond all that they looked for. 
And they repenting, and groning for anguish of spirit, shall 

say within themselves. 
This was he whom wee had sometimes in derision, and a 

proverbe of reproch. 
We fooles accounted his life madnes, anil ounrimii 

And his end to be without honour. 'holt errour. 

How is hee numbred among the children of God, and iha miitli 

And his lot is among the Saints ? ..f ihoir Uvc, 

Therefore have wee erred from the way of trueth. 
And the light of right eousnesse hath not shined unto us. 
And the Sunne of rigbteousnesse rose not upon us. 
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We wearied our selves in the way of wickedoesse, and 

destruction : 
Yea, we have gone through deserts, where there lay no way : 
But as for the way of the Lord, we have not knowen it. 
What hath pride profited us ? 

Or what g-ood hath riches with our vaunting brought us r* 
All those things aro passed away like a shadow. 
And as a Poste that hasted by. 

And as a ship that passeth over the waves of the water. 
Which when it is gone by, the trace thereof cannot bee found: 
Neither the path way of the keele in the waves. 
Or as when a bird hath (fowen thorow the aire, 
There is no token of her way to be found, 
But the light aire being beaten with the stroke of her wings. 
And parted with the violent noise and motion of them, 

is passed thorow. 
And therin afterwards no signe where she went, is to 

be found. 
Or like as when an arrow is shot at a marke, 
It parteth the aire, which immediatly commeth together 

againe : 
So that a man cannot know where it went thorow : 
Even so we in like inaner, assoone as we were borne, began 

to draw to our end. 
And had no signe of vertue to shew : 
But were consumed in our owne wickednesse. 
For the hope of the ungodly is like dust that is blowen away 

with the wind, 
Like a thinne froth that is driven away with the storrae : 
Like as the smoke which is dispersed here and there with a 

tempest. 
And passeth away as the remembrance of a guest that 

tarieth but a day. 
But the righteous live for evermore, 
"" ■ ■ . ■ ^jjj, ^[,g Lo^^ 

I is with the most High, 
Eceive a glorious kingdome, 
t from the I^irds hande : 
For with bis right hand shall he cover them. 
And with his arme shall he protect them. 
He shall take to him his ielousie for complete armour. 
And make the creature his weapon for the revenge of his 
enemies. 
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He shal put od righteousnesse as a brestplnte. 

And true iudgemenl in stead of an heJmet. 

He shall take holinesse for an invincible shield. 

His severe wrath shall he sharpen for a sword, 

And the world shall fight with him against the unwise. 

Then shal the right-aiming thunder bolts goe abroad, 

And from the cloudes, as from a well-drawen bow, shall they 

flie to the raarke. 
And bailestones full of wrath shal be cast as out of a 

stonebow. 
And the water of the Sea shall rage against them, 
And the floods shall cruelly drowue them. 
Yea a mightie wind shall stand up against them, 
And like a storme shall blow them away : 
Thus iniquity shal lay wast the whole earth. 
And ill dealing shall overthrow the thrones of the mightie. 



CHAPTER VI 

HEARE therefore, O yee kings, and understand, KIng»mu«t 

Leame yee that be iudges of the ends of the earth. B^" •"o- 
Give eare you that rule the people. 
And glory in the multitude of nations. 

For power is given you of the Lord, They bavs 

And soveraigntie from the Highest, their power 

Who shall try your workes, '"^ ^^ 

And search out your counsels. 
Because being Ministers of his kingdome, you have not 

iudged aright. 
Nor kept the law, nor walked after the counsell of God, 
Horribly and speedily shall he come upon you : who will not 

For a sharpe iudgement shall be to them that be in high "P"" "i""- 

For mercy will soone pardon the meanest : 

But mighty men shall be mightily tormented. 

For he which is Lord over all, shall feare no mans person : 

Neither shall he stand in awe of any mans greatnesse : 

For he hath made the small and great, 

And careth for all alike. 

But a sore triall shull come upon the mighty. 

Unto you therefore, O kings, doe I speake. 

That yee may leame wisedome, and not fall away. 

For they that keepe holinesse holily, shall be iudged holy : 
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And they that have learned such things, shall find what 

to auswere. 
Wherefore set your affection upon my words, 
Desire them, and yce shall be instructed. 
Wisedome is glorious and never fadeth away : 
Yea she is easily seene of them that love her, 
And found of such as seeke her. 
She preventeth them thut desire her, in making herselfe first 

knowen unto them. 
Whoso seeketh her earely, shall have no great travaile : 
For he shall find her sitting at his doores. 
To thinke therefore upon her is perfection of wiaedome ; 
And who so watcheth for her, shall quickly he without care. 
For she goeth about seeking such as are worthy of her, 
Sheweth herselfe favourably unto them in the waycs. 
And nieeteth them in every thought. 

For the very true beginning of her, is the desire of discipline, 
Aud the care of discipline is love : 
And love is the keeping of her lawes ; 
And the giving heed unto her lawes, is the assurance of incor- 

ruption. 
And incorruption maketh us neere unto God. 
Therefore the desire of wisedome bringeth to a kingdome. 
If your delight be then in thrones and scepters. O ye kings 

of the people. 
Honour wisedome that yce may raigne for evermore. 
As for wisedome what she is, and how she came up, I will 

tell you. 
And will not hide mysteries from you ; 
But will seeke her out from the beginning of her nativity. 
And bring the knowledge of her into light. 
And wdl not passe over the trueth. 
Neither will 1 goe with consuming envy : 
For such a man shall have no fellowship with wisedome. 
But the multitude of the wise is the welfare of the world ; 
And a wise king is the upholding of the people. 
Receive therefore instruction thorough my words. 
And it shall doe you good. 
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CHAPTER VII 

I MY selfe also am a mortall tnatij like to all. 
And the ofspring of him that 
earth, 
And in my mothers wombe was fashioned to be flesh in the 

time of tenne moneths 
Being compacted in blood, of the seed of man, and the 

pleasure that eame with sleepe. 
And when 1 was borne, ! drew in the common aire. 
And fell upon the earth which is of like nature, 
And the 6rst voice which I uttered, waa crying as all others 

doe. 
I waa nursed in swadling clothes, and that with cares. 
For there is no king that had any other beginning of birth. 
For all men have one entrance unto life, and the like going Ho preferred 

Wherefore I prayed, and understanding was given mee ; thinga cEie. 

I called upon God, and the spirit of wisedome came to me. 

I preferred her before scepters, and thrones, God gare blin 

And esteemed riches nothing in comparison of her. Udee'irtSi 

Neither compared I unto her any precious stone, henad. 

Because all gold in respect of her is as a little sand. 

And sOver shalbe coimted as clay before her. 

I loved her above health and beautie, 

And chose to have her in stead of light : 

For the light that commeth from her never goeth out. 

All good things together came to me with her. 

And innumerable riches in her hands. 

And 1 reioyeed in them all, because wisedome goeth before 

e mother of them, 
municate her liberally : 



And I knew not that shee 
I learned diligently, and d< 
I doe not hide her riches. 
For shee is a treasure unto 
Which they that 



;n that never faileth : 
the friends of God : 
ided for the gifts that come from learning. 
God hath granted me to speake as 1 would. 
And to conceive as is meet for the things that are given mee : 
Because it is hee that leadetb unto wisedome, and directeth 

the wise. 
For in his hand are both we and our wordes : 
All wisedome also end knowledge of workemanship. 
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For hee hath given mee certaine knowledge of the things 

that are, 
Namely to know how the world was made, and the operation 

of the elements : 
The beginning, ending, nnd midst of the timea : 
The alterations of the turning of the Sunne, and the change 

The circuits of yeres, and the positions of starres: 

The natures of living creatures, and the furies of wilde beasts : 

The violence of windes, and the reasonings of men : 

The diversities of plants, and the vertues of rootes : 

And all such things as are either secret or manifest : them 1 

know. 
For wisedome which is the worker of all things, taught 

mee: 
For in her is an understanding spirit, holy. 
One onely, manifold. 
Subtile, lively. 
Cleare, undefiled, 
Plaine, not subiect to hurt. 

Loving the thing that is good, quicke, which cannot be letted. 
Beady to do good : 

Kinde to man, stedfost, sure, free from care. 
Having all power, overseeing all things, 
And going through all understanding, pure, and most subtile 

For wisedome is more mooving then any motion : 
She passeth and goeth through all things by reason of her 
purenesse. 
^ For she is the breath of the power of God, 
And a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Almighty : 
Therefore can no undeliled thing fall into her. 
y For shee is the brightnesse of the everlasting light : 
The unspotted rairrour of the power of God, 
And the Image of his goodnesse. 
And being but one she can doe all things : 
And remayning in her selfe, she maketh all things new : 
And in all ages entring into holy soules, 
She maketh them friends of God, and Prophets. 
For God loveth none but him, that dwelleth with wisedome. 
For she is more beautiful then the Sunne, 
And above all the order of starres, 
Being compared with the light, she is found before itj 
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For after this comnielh night ; 

But vice shall not prevaile against wisdome. 

CHAPTER VIII 

WISDOME reacheth from one ende to another 
mightily : 
And sweetly doeth she order all things. 

1 loved ber and sought her out. 

From my youth 1 desired to make her my spouse. 

And I was n lover of her beaulie. 

In that she is conversant with God, she magnifieth her 
nobilitie ; 

Yea, the Lord of all things himselfe loved her. 

For she is privy to the mysteries of the knowledge of God, For be Ihmt 

And a lover of his workes. '"''' 'b^*^ 

If riches be a possession to be desired iD this life ; thiS-*""^ 

What is richer then wisedome that worketh all things ? 

And if prudence worke ; 

Who of all that are, is a more cunning workeman then she .' 

And if a man love righteousnesse. 

Her labours are vertues : 

For she teacheth temperance and prudence : iustice and 
fortitude. 

Which are such things as men can have nothing more pro- 
fitable in their life. 

If a man desire much experience ; 

She knoweth things of old, and coniectureth aright what is 
to come : 

Shee knoweth the subtUties of speaches, and can expound 
darke sentences: 

She foreseeth signes and wonders, and the events of seasons 
and times. 

Therefore I purposed to take her to me to live with mee. 

Knowing that shee would be a couDsellour of good things, 

And a comfort in cares and griefe. 

For her sake I shall have estimation among the multitude. 

And honour with the Elders, though I be yong. 

1 shall be found of a quicke conceit in indgement. 

And shall be admired in the sight of great men. 

When I hold my tongue they shal bide my leisure. 

And when 1 speake they shall give good care unto me : 

If I talke much, they shall lay their bandes upon their mouth. 
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-, 'Moreover, by the meases of her, 1 shall obtaine immortalitie, 
' And leave behind me an everlasting memorial] to them that 
come after mej 
I shaU set the people in order. 
And the nations shalbe subiect unto me. 
Horrible tyrants shall be afraide when they doe but heare of 

I shall be found good among the multitude, and valiant in 

After 1 am come into mine house, [ will repose my selfe with 

her: 
For her conversation hath no bittemes, 
And to live with her, hath no sorrow, but mirth and ioy. 
Now when I considered these things in my selfe. 
And pondered them in mine heart, how that to be allyed 

unto wisedome, is immortalitie. 
And great pleasure it is to have her friendship. 
And in the workes of her hands are infinite riches. 
And in the exercise of conference with her, prudence : 
And in talking with her a good report : 
I went about seeking how to take her to me, 
^ For 1 was a wittie child, and had a good spirit. 
>Yea rather being good, I came into a body undefiled.J 
Neverthelesse when I perceived that I could not otherwiae 

obtaine her, except God gave her me 
(And that was a point of wisdome also to know whose gift 



she« 



>s) 



I prayed unto the Lord, and besought him 
And with my whole heart I said : 



[ Oodfor his 



o 



CHAPTER IX 

. GOD of my fathers, and Lord of mercy. 
Who hast made all things with thy word. 
Anil ordained man through thy wisedome. 

That he should have dominion over the creatures, which thou 
hast made. 

And order the world according to equitie and right eousnesse. 

And execute judgement with an upright heart; 

Give me wisedome that sitteth by thy Throne, 

And retect me not from among thy children : 

For I thy servant and Sonne of thine handmaide. 

Am a feeble person, and of a short time, 
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And too youngfor the understanding of iudgetnent and lawes. CHAPTER 1 
For though a man be never so perfect among the children of IX 

men, without wlileli 

Yet if thy wisedonie be not with him, hee shall be nothing '■"■ *'^> "»" 

Thou hast chosen me to be a king of thy people, 

And a ludge of thy sons and daughters : 

Thou hast commaunded me to build a Temple upon thy 
holy mount, 

And an Altar in the city wherein thou dwellest, 

A resemblance of the holy Tabernacle which thou hast pre- 
pared from the beginning : 

And wisedome was with thee : which knoweth thy workes. 

And waa present when thou madest the world. 

And knew what was acceptable in thy sights 

And right in thy Coram aun dements. 

O send her out of thy holy heavens. 

And from the Throne of thy glory, 

That being present shee may labour with mec, 

That 1 may know what is pleasing unto thee. 

For she knoweth and understandeth all things. 

And shee shall lende rac soberly in my doings. 

And preserve me in her power. 

So shall my workes be acceptable. 

And then shall I iudge thy people righteously, 

And be worthy to sit in my fathers seate. 

For what man is hee that can know the counsel! of God.' Deithermuili 

Or who can thinkc what the will of the Lord is ? "U to* ta 

For the thoughts of mortall men are miserable, t*''"" '^™'- 

And our devices are but uncertaine. 

For the corruptible body preaseth downe the soule. 

And the earthy tabernacle weigheth downe the minde that 
museth upon raany things. 

And hardly doe we gesse aright at things that are upon earth, 

And with labour doe wee find the things that are before us : 

But the things that are in heaven, who hath searched out? 

And thy counsell who hath knowen, except thou give wise- 

And send thy holy spirit from above ? 

For so the wayes of them which lived on the earth were 

reformed. 
And men were taught the things that are pleasing unto thee. 
And were saved through wisedome. 
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SHE preserved the first formed father of the 
wus created alone. 
And brought him out of his fall. 

And gave him power to rule all things. 

But when the unrighteous went away from her in his 

He perished also in the fury wherwith he murdered his 
brother. 

For whose cause the earth being drowned with the flood, 

Wisedome againe preserved it, 

And directed the course of the righteous, in a piece of wood, 
of small value. 

Moreover, the nations in their wicked conspiracie being con- 
founded. 

She found out the righteous, and preserved him blamelesM 
unto God, 

And kept him strong against his tender compAssion towards 
his Sonne. 

When the ungodly perished, ahee delivered the righteous 

Who fled from the fire which fell downe upon the five cities. 
Of whose wickednesse even to this day the waste land that 

smoketh, is a testimonie. 
And plants bearing fruite that never come to ripenesse : 
And a standing pillar of salt is a monument of an unbeleeving I 

soule. 
For regarding not wisedome. 
They gate not only this hurt, that they knew not the things I 

which were good : 
But also left behind them to the world a memorial] of their 

fooUshnes : 
So that in the things wherein they offended, they could not 

so much as be hid. 
But Wisedome delivered from paine those that attended upon 

When the righteous fled from his brothers wrath, she guided 

him in right paths ; 
Shewed him the kingdome of God ; and gave him knowledge 

of holy things, 
Made him rich in his travailes, and multiplied the fruit of his 

labours. 
In the covetousnesse of such as oppressed bin 
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She stood by him, and made him rich. CHA 

She defended him from his enemies. 

And kept him safe from those that lay in wait, 

And in a sore conflict she gave him the victory. 

That he might knowe that gudlinesse is stronger then all. 

When the righteous was solde, she forsooke him not, loeeph, 

But delivered him from sinne : 

She went downe with him into the pit, 

And left him not in bonds 

Till she brought him the scepter of the kingdom 

And power against those that oppressed him ; 

As for them that had accused him, she shewed them to be 

liers, 
And gave him perjietuall glory. 
She delivered the righteous people, and blamelesse seed from 

the nation that oppressed them. 
She entred into the soule of the servant of the Lord, Moiea, 

And withstood dreadfutl kings in wonders and signes, 
Rendred to the righteous & reward of their labours, and the 

Guided them in a marvellous way, laraeliias 

And was unto them for a cover by day. 
And a light of starres in the night season : 
Brought them through the red sea. 
And led them thorow much water. 
But she drowned their enemies, 
And cast them up out of the bottome of the deepe. 
Therefore the righteous spoiled the ungodly. 
And praised thy holy Name, O Lord, 
And magnified with one accord thine hand that fought for 

For wisedome opened the mouth of the dumbe, 

And made the tongues of them that cannot speake, eloquent. 
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CHAPTER XI 

SHE prospered their works ii 
Prtjphet. 
They went thorough the i 
inhabited. 

And pitched tents in places where there lay no way. 
They stood against their enemies, and were avenged of their 
adversaries. 
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When they were thirsty they called upon thee, 

And water was given them out of the flinty rocke. 

And their thirst was quenched out of the hard stone. 

For by what things their enemies were punished. 

By the same they in their neede were benefited. 

For in stead of a fountaine of a perpetual! running river, 

troubled with foule blood, 
For a manifest reproofe of that commandement, whereby 

the infants were slaine. 
Thou gavest unto them abundance of water by a meanes 

which they hoped not for. 
Declaring by that thirst then, how thou hadst punished 

their adversaries. 
For when they were tryed, albeit but in mercy chastised. 
They knew how the ungodly were iudged in wrath and 

tormented thirsting in another maner then the lust. 
For these thou didst admonish, and trie as a father : 
But the other as a severe king thou didst condemue and 

punish. 
Whether they were absent, or present, they were vexed 

alike. 
For a double griefe came upon them. 
And a groaning for the remembrance of things past. 
For when they heard by their owne punishments the other 

to be benefited. 
They had some feeling of the Lord. 
For whom they reiected with scome when bee was long 

before throwen out at the casting forth of the infants. 
Him in the end, when they saw what came to passe, they 

But for the foolish devises of their wickednesse, 
Wherewith being deceived, they worshipped serpents voyd 

of reason, and vile beasts : 
Thou didst send a multitude of unreasonable beasts upon 

them for vengeance. 
That they might knowe that wherewithall a man sinneth, by 

the same also shall he be punished. 
J Forthy Almighty hand 
That made the world of matter without forme, J 
Wanted not meanes to send among them a multitude of 

Beares, or fierce Lyons, 
Or unknowen wild beasts full of rage newly created, 
Breathing out either a fiery vapour, 
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Or filthy seats of scattered smoake, CHAPTER ' 

Or shooting horrible sparkles out of their eyes : XI 

Whereof not onely the harme might dispatch them at once : 

But also the terrible sight utterly destroy them. 

Yea and without these might they have fallen dawne with God oould havs 

one blast, detlroyed then 

Being persecuted of vengeance, und scattered abroad 

thorough the breath of Ihy power, 
But thou hast ordered all things in measure, and number, 

and weight. 
For thou canst shew thy great strength at all times when 

thou wilt. 
And who may withstand the power of thine arme .'' 
For the whole world before thee is as a litle graine of the 

bal lance. 
Yea as a drop of the morning dew that falleth dowae upon 

the earth. 
But thou hast mercy upon all ; for thou canst doe all things, but he ii meral- 
And winkest at the sinnes of men : because they should '"^ ** ■"■ 

amend. 
For thou lovest all the things that are, 
And abhorrest nothing which thou hast made : 
For never wouldest thou have made any thing, if thou badst 

hated it. 
And how could any thing have endured if it had not beene 

thy will.' 
Or beene preserved, if not called by thee ? 
But thou sparest all : 
For they are thine, O Lord, thou lover of soules. 



CHAPTER XII 

FOR thine uncorruptible spirit is in all things. 
Therefore chastnest thou them by little, and little, Ood did not 
that offend, o"^™™! 

And wamest them by putting them in remembrance, at onoe. 

wherin they have offended. 
That leaving their wickednesse they may beleeve on thee 

O Lord. 
For it was thy will to destroy by the handes of our fathers. 
Both those old inhabitants of thy holy land. 
Whom thou hatedst for doing most odious workes of witch- 
crafts, and wicked sacrifices ; 
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And also those mercilesse murderers of children. 

And devoiirers of mans flesh, and the feasts of blood ; 

With their Priests out of the midst of their idolatrous 

And the parents that killed with their owne hands, soules 

destitute of heipe: 
That the land which thou esteecnedst above all other. 
Might receive a worthy colonic of Gods children. 
Neverthelesse, even those thou sparedst as men, 
And didst send waspes forerunners of thine hoste. 
To destroy them by little and little. 
Not that thou wast unable to bring the ungodly under the 

hand of the righteous in battell, 
Or to destroy them at once with cruel beiistes, or with one 

rough word : 
But executing thy iudgements upon them by little and 

little, thou gavest them place of repentance. 
Not being ignorant that they were a naughtie generation, 

and that their malice, was bred iu them. 
And that their cogitation would never be changed. 
For it was a cursed seed, from the beginning. 
Neither didst thou for feare of any man give them pardon 

for those things wherein they sinned. 
For who shall say, What hast thon done ? 
Or who shall withstand thy iudgement, 
Or who shall accuse thee for the nations that perish whom 

thon hast made .'' 
Or who shall come to stand against thee, to be revenged 

for the unrighteous men ? 
For neither is there any God but thou, that careth for all. 
To whom thou mightest shew that thy iudgement is not 

unright. 
Neither shall king or tyrant bee able to set his face againat 

thee, for any whom thou hast punished. 
For so much then as thou art righteous thy selfe, thou 

orderest all things righteously : 
Thinking it not agreeable with thy power to condemne him 

that hath not deserved to be punished. 
For thy power is the beginning of righteousnesse. 
And because thou art the Lord of all, it maketh thee to be 

gracious unto all. 
For when men will not beleeve, that thou art of a full power, 

thou shewest thy strength, 
1S4 



WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

And among them that know it, thou makest their boldnesse 
manifest. 

But thou, mastering thy power, iudgest with equitie. 

And orderest us with great favour : 

For thou mayest use power when thou wilt. 

But by such workes hast thou taught thy people. 

That the iust man should be mercifull. 

And hast made thy children to be of a good hope. 

That thou givest repentance for sinnes. 

For if thou didst punish the enemies of thy children. 

And the condemned to death with such deliberation. 

Giving them time and place, whcrby they might be de- 
livered from their malice. 

With how great circumspection diddest thou iudge thine 

Unto whose fathers thou hast swome, and made covenants 

of good promises ? 
Therefore whereas thou doest chasten us, thou scourgest our 

enemies a thousand times more, 
To the intent that when wee iudge, wee should carefully 

thinke of thy goodnesse. 
And when we our selves are judged, wee should looke for 

mercy. 
Wherefore, whereas men have lived dissolutely and un- 
righteously, 
Thou hast tormented them with their owne abominations. 
For they went astray very farre in the wayes of errour, 
And held them for gods (which even amongst the beasts of 

their enemies were despised) 
Being deceived as children of no understanding. 
Therefore unto them, as to children without the use of reason, 

thou didst send a iudgement to mocke them. 
But they that would not be refourmed by that correction 

wherein he dallied with them. 
Shall feele a iudgement worthy of God. 
For looke, for what things they grudged when they were thaj » 

punished, pimish 

(That is) for them whom they thought to be gods, [now] "'*'' ^ 

being punished in them ; 
When they saw it, they acknowledged him to be the true 

God, whome before they denyed to know i 
And therefore came extreme damnation upon them. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

SURELY vaine are all men by oature, who are ignorant * 
of God, 
And could not out of the good things that are seene, 
know him that is : 
Neither by considering the workes, did they acknowledge the 

worke-master ; 
But deemed either fire, or wind, or the swift aire. 
Or the circle of the stars, or the violent water, or the light! 

of heaven 
To be the gods which governe the world : 
With whose beautie, if they being delighted, tooke them to 

be gods : 
Let them know how much better the Lord of them is ; 
For the first Author of beautie hath created them. 
But if they were astonished at their power and vertue. 
Let them understand by them, how much mightier he tl 

that made them. 
For by the greatnesse and beautie of the creatures. 
Proportional) ly the Maker of them is seene. 
But yet for tWs they are the lesse to bee blamed : 
For they perad venture erre 
Seeking God, and desirous to finde him. 
For being conversant in his workes, they search him 

dih gently, 
And be lee ve their sight; because the things are beautifull 

that are seene. 
Howbeit, neither are they to bee pardoned. 
For if they were able to know so much, 
That they could aimc at the world ; 
How did they not sooner finde out the Lord thereof? 
But miserable are they, and in dead things is their hope. 
Who called them gods which are the workes of mens 

Golde and silver, to shewe arte in, and resemblances of 

beasts. 
Or a stone good for nothing, the worke of an ancient hand. 
Now a carpenter that felleth timber, after hee hath sawen 

downe a tree meet for the purpose. 
And taken olTall the barke skilfully round almut. 
And hath wrought it handsomely. 
And made a vessell thereof fit for the service of mans life : 
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And after spending the refuse of his worke to dresse his 

meat, hath filled himselfe : 
Aud taking the very refuse among those which served to 

(Being a crooked piece of wood, and ful of knots) 

Hath carved it diligently when hee had nothing else to doe. 

And formed it by the skill of his understanding. 

And fashioned it to the image of a man : 

Or made it like some vile beast, lajiing it over with vermihon, 

And with paint, colouring it red, 

And covering every spot therein : 

And when he had made a convenient roume for it, 

Set it in a wall, and made it fast with yron : 

For he provided for it, that it might not fall : 

Knowing that it was unable to heipe it selfe, 

(For it is an image and hath neede of helpe ;) 

Then maketh hee prayer for his goods. 

For his wife and children. 

And is not ashamed to speake to that which hath no life. 

For health, hee calleth upon that which is weake : 

For life, prayeth to that which is dead : 

For aide, humbly beseecheth that which hath least meanes 

to helpe : 
And for a good ioumey, hee asketh of that which cannot set 

a foot forward : 
And for gaining and getting, and for good succcsse of his 

Asketh abilitie to doe, of him that is most unable to doe 
any thing. 



CHAPTER XIIII 
A GAINE, one preparing himselfe to saile, and about to Though ic 
A\ passe through the raging waves, ti™i'"'h'" 

■^ -*- Calleth upon a piece of wood more rotten then the " ' '*" 

vessell that carieth him. 
For verely desire of gaine devised that, 
And the workeman built it by his skill : 
But thy providence, O Father, govenieth it : 
For thou hast made a way in the Sea, 
And a safe path in the waves : 
Shewing that thou canst save from all danger : 
Yea though ,i man went to Sea without arte. 
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Ncverthelesse thou wouldest not that the works of thy 

wisedome should be idle. 
And therefore doe men commit their lives to a small piece 

And passing the rough sea in n weake vessell, are saved. 
For in the old time also when the proud gyants perished, 
The hope of the world governed by thy hand, escaped in a 

weake vessell. 
And left to all ages a seed of generation. 
For blessed is the wood, whereby righteousnesse conimeth. 
But that which is made with hands, is cursed, aswell it, as 

hee that made it : 
He, because he made it, and it, because being corruptible it 

was called God. 
For the ungodly and his ungodUnes are both alike hateful! 

unto God. 
For that which is made, shall bee punished together with 

him that made it. 
Therfore even upon the idoles of the Gentiles shall there be 

a visitation : 
Because in the creature of God they are become an aboniina- 

And stumbling blocks to the soules of men. 

And a snare to the feet of the unwise. 

For the devising of idoles was the beginning of spiritual 

fornication. 
And the invention of them the corruption of life. 
For neither were they from the beginning, neither shall they 

For by the vaine glory of men they entred into the world. 

And therefore shall they come shortly to an end. 

For a father afflicted with untimely mourning. 

When he hath made an image of his childe soone taken 

Now honoured him as a god, which was then a dead man. 
And delivered to those that were under him, ceremonies 

and sacrifices. 
Thus in processe of time an ungodly custorae growen strong, 

was kept as a law, 
And graven images were worshipped by the commande- 

raents of kings, 
Whom men could not honour in presence, because they dwelt 

farre off, 
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They tooke the counterfeit of his visage from farre, CHAPTBi 

And made an expresse image of a king whom they honoured, XlIIl 

To the end that by this their forwardnes, they might flatter 

him that was absent, as if he were present. 
Also the singular diligence of the artificer did heipe 
To set forward the ignorant to more superstition. 
For he peradventure willing to please one in authoritie. 
Forced all his skill to make the resemblance of the best 

fashion. 
And so the multitude allured by the grace of the worke, 
Tooke him now for a god, which a litle before was but 

honoured as a man. 
And this was an occasion to deceive the world : 
For men serving either calamitie or tyrannic, 
Did ascribe unto stones, and stockes, the incommunicable 

Moreover this was not enough for them, that they erred in 

the knowledge of God, 
But whereas they lived in the great warre of Ignorance, 
Those so great plagues called they peace. 
For whilest they stew their children in sacrifices, or used And the clTeoto 

secret ceremonies, thereof. 

Or made revellings of strange rites. 

They kept neither lives nor manages any longer undefiled : 
But either one slew another traiterously, or grieved him by 

adulterie : 
So that there reigned in all men without exception, blood, 

manslaughter, theft, and dissimulation. 
Corruption, un faith fuln esse, tumults, periurie. 
Disquieting of good men, 
Forgetfulnesse of good tumes. 
Defiling of soules, changing of kinde, 

Disorder in ma ri ages, adulterie, and shame les uncleannesse. 
For the worshipping of idoles not to be named, 
Is the beginning, the cause, and the end of all evill. 
For either they are mad when they be merry, or prophesie 

Or live uniustly, or else lightly forsweare themselves. 
For insomuch as their trust is in idoles which have no life. 
Though they sweare falsly, yet they looke not to bee hurt, OodwilpnalA 
Howbeit for both causes shai they be iustly punished : ^"(^J^mW 

Both because they thought not well of God, giving heed b; theii idoUa. 
imto idols. 
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And hifl life of lesse value then clay : CHAF 

Forasmuch as hee knew not his maker. 

And him that inspired into him an active soule. 

And breathed in a living spirit. 

But they counted our life a pastime, 

And our time here a market for gaine ; 

For, say they, we must be getting every way, though it 

be by evil meanes. 
For this man that of earthly matter maketh brickie vessels, 

and graven images, 
Knoweth himselfe to offend above all others. 
And iill the enemies of thy people, that hold them 

subiectjon 
Are most foolish and are more miserable then very babes. 
For they counted all the idoles of the heathen to be goda : 
Which neither have the use of eyes to see, 
Nor noses to draw breath. 
Nor eares to heare. 
Nor fingers of hands to handle, 
And as for their feete they are slow to goe. 
For man made them. 

And he that borrowed his owne spirit fashioned them, 
But no man can make n god like unto himselfe. 
For being mortall he worketh a dead thing with wicked 

For hee himselfe Is better then the things which he 

worshippeth : 
Whereas he lived once, but they never. 
Yea they worshipped those beasts also that are moat hatefull : the; wor- 
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to bee desired in 



Neither are they beautiful 

respect of beasts, 
But they went without the praise of God and his blessing. 

CHAPTER XVI 

HEREFORE by the like were they punished worthily, Qod gave 
And by the multitude of beasts tormented. atmnge me«te 

In stead of which punishment, dealing graciously ([(„'* E^''Sieic 
with thine owne people sjipetite, and 

Thou preparedst for them meate of a strange taste ; 
Even quailes to slirre up their appetite : 
To the end that they desiring food 
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Might for the ougly sight of the beasts sent among them. 

Loath even that which they must needs desire ; 

But these suffering penury for a. abort space. 

Might be made partakers of a strange taste. 

For it was requisite, that upon them excercising tyranny 

should come penury which they could not avoyde; 
But to these it should onely be shewed how their enemies 

were tormented. 
For when the horrible fiercenesse of beasts came upon these. 
And they perished with the stings of crooked serpents. 
Thy wrath endured not for ever. 
But they were troubled for a smal season that they might 

be admonished. 
Having a signe of salvation. 
To put them in remembrance of the commandement of 

thy Law. 
For hee that turned himselfe towards it, was not saved by 

the thing that he saw : 
But by thee that art the saviour of all. 
And in this thou madest thine enemies confesse. 
That it is thou who deliverest from all evill: 
For them the bitings of grassehoppers and flies killed. 
Neither was there found any remedy for their life : 
For they were worthy to bee punished by such. 
But thy sonnes, not the very teeth of venemous dragons 



For thy mercy was ever by them, and healed them. 

For they were pricked, that they should remember thy 

And were quickly saved, that not falling into deep 

forge tfulnesse. 
They might be continually mindefuU of thy goodnesse. 
ntioone healed For it was neither herbe, nor mollifying plaistcr that 

n by but restored them to health : 

But thy word, O Lord, which healeth alt things. 

For thou hast power of life and death : 

Thou leadest to the gates of hell, and bringest up againe. 

A man indeed killeth through his malice : 

And the spirit when it is gone foorth retumeth not; 

Neither the soule received up, commeth againe. 

But it is not possible to escape thine hand. 

For the ungodly that denied to know thee, were scourged 

by the strength of thine arme : 

nut 
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With strange raines, hailee, and showers were they per- 
secuted, that they could not avojd. 
And through fire were they consumed. 
For, which is most to be wondered at. 
The fire had more force in the water that quencheth 

all things : 
For the world fighteth for the righteous. 
For sometimes tlie fiame was mitigated. 
That it might not bunie up the beasts that were sent 

against the ungodly : 
But themselves might see and perceive that they were 

persecuted with the iudgement of God. 
And at another time it burneth even in the midst of water, 

above the power of fire. 
That it might destroy the fruits of an uniust land. 
In stead whereof thou feddest thine owne people, uith 

Angels food, 
And didst send them from heaven bread prepared without 

their labour. 
Able to content every mans delight, and agreeing to every 

taste. 
For thy sustenance declared thy sweetnesse unto thy 

children. 
And serving to the appetite of the eater 
Tempered it selfe to every mans liking. 
But snow and yce endured the fire and melted not. 
That they might know that fire burning in the haile, and 

sparkling in the raine. 
Did destroy the fruits of the enemies. 
But this againe did even forget his owne strength, 
That the righteous might be nourished. 
For the creature that serveth thee who art the maker, 
Encreaseth his strength against the unrighteous for their 

punishment. 
And abateth his strength for the benefit of such as put 

their trust in thee. 
Therefore even then was it altered into all fashions. 
And was obedient to thy grace that nourisheth all things, 
According to the desire of them that had need : 
That thy children, O Lord, whom thou lovest, might know 
That it is not the growing of fruits that nourisheth man .- 
But that it is thy word which preserveth them that put 

their trust in thee. 
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For that which was not destroied of the fire. 

Being warmed with a litle Sunne beome, soune melted away, 

That it might bee knowen, th&t wee mutt prevent the 

Sunne, to give thee thanks, ' 

And at the day-spring pray unto thee. 
For the hope of the unfaithfull, shal melt away as the 

Winters hoare-frost. 
And shall runne away as unprofitable water. 

CHAPTER XVII 

FOlt great are thy ludgements, and cannot be expressed : 
Therefore unnourtured soules have erred. 
For when unrighteous men thought to oppresse the 
holy nation : 
They being shut up in their bouses, the prisoners of darke- 

nesse, and fettered with the bondes of a long night. 
Lay [there] exiled from the eternall providence. 
For while they supposed to lie hid in their secret sinnes, 
They were scattered under a darke vaile of forgetfulnesse. 
Being horribly astonished, and troubled with (strange) 

apparitions. 
For neither might the corner that helde them keepe them 

from feare : 
But noises (as of waters) falling downe, sounded about them. 
And sadde visions appeared unto them with heavie counte- 
nances. 
No power of the fire might give them light : 
Neither could the bright flames of the starres endure to 

lighten that horrible night. 
Onely there appeared unto them a fire kindled of it selfe, 

very dreadful! : 
For being much terrified, they thought the things which 

they saw 
To be worse then the sight they saw not. 
As for the illusions of arte Mogicke, they were put downu. 
And their vaunting in wisedome was reprooved with disgrace. 
For they that promiBed to drive away terrours, and troubles 

from a sicke soule. 
Were sicke themselves of feare worthy to be laughed at. 
For though no terrible thing did feare them : 
Yet being skared with beasts that passed by, and hissing of j 
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Denying that they saw the ayre, which could of no side 

be avoided. XVII 

For wickednesse condemned by her owne witnesse, is very 

timorous. 
And being pressed with conscience, olwayes forecasteth 

grievous things. 
For feare is nothing else, but a betraying of the succours The terraon 

which reason oBereth. "' "" 'U "n- 

And the expectation from within being lesse, Mianoo. 

Counteth the ignorance more then the cause which bringeth 

the torment. 
But they sleeping the same aleepe that night which was 

indeed intolerable, 
And which came upon them out of the bottomes of 

inevitable hell : 
Were partly vexed with monstrous apparitions, 
And partly fainted, their heart failing them : 
For a suddaine feore and not looked for, came upon them. 
So then, whosoever there fell downe, was straitly kept. 
Shut up in a prison without yron barres. 
For whether hee were husbandman, or shepheard. 
Or a labourer in the field. 
He was overtaken, and endured that necessitie, which could 

not be avoided : 
For they were all bound with one chaine of darkenesse. 
Whether it were n whistling winde. 
Or a melodious noise of birdes among the spreading 

branches. 
Or a pleasing fall of water running violently : 
Or a terrible sound of stones cast downe. 
Or a running that could not be seene of skipping beasts, 
Or a roaring voice of most savage wilde beasts. 
Or a rebounding Eccho from the hollow mountaines ; 
These things made them to swoone for feare. 
For the whole world shincd with cleare light, 
And none were hindered in their labour. 
Over them onely was spread an heavie night. 
An image of that darkenesse which should afterwards 

receive them : 
But yet were they unto themselves more grievous then 

the darkenesse. 



Thy Egypt' 



knd vltb tbe 
dealb of their 
•bildren. 



WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

CHAPTER XVIII 

NEVERTHELESSE, thy Saints had a very great light. 
Whose voice they hearing and not seeing their 
shape. 

Because they also had not suffered the same things, they 
counted them happy. 

But for that they did not hurt them now, of whom they 
had beene wronged before, they thanked them. 

And besought them pardon, for that they had beene 
enemies. 

Id stead whereof thou gavest them a burning pillar of 
fire. 

Both to be a guide of the unknowen ioumey. 

And an harmelesse Sunne to entertaine them honourably. 

For they were worthy to be deprived of light, and im- 
prisoned in darkness e. 

Who had kept thy sounes shut up. 

By whom the uncorrupt liglit of the law was to be given 
unto the world. 

And when they had determined to slay the babes of the 

One child being cast forth, and saved : to reprove them, 

Thou tookest away the multitude of their children, 

And destroyedst them altogether in a migbtie water. 

Of that night were our fathers certified afore, 

That assuredly knowing mito what oathes they had given 

credence, they might afterwards bee of good cheere. 
So of thy people was accepted both the salvation of the 

righteous, and destruction of the enemies. 
For wherewith thou didst punish our adversaries. 
By the same thou didst glorifie us whom thou hadst called. 
For the righteous children of good men did sacrifice secretly, 
And with one consent made a holy Inwe, 
That the Saints should bee alike partakers of the same 

good and evill. 
The fathers now stngiDg out the songs of praise, 
But on the other side there sounded an ill-according crie 
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The master and the servaunt were punished atler one maner. 
And like as the king, so suffered the common person. 
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So they altogether had innumerable dead with one kind 

of death, 

Neither were the living sufficient to burie them : 
For in one moment the noblest ofspring of them was 

destroyed. 
For whereas they would not beleeve any thing by reason 

of the enchantments, 
Upon the destruction of the first borne, Ihey acknowledged 

this people to be the sonnes of God. 
For while nil things were in quiet silence. 
And that night was in the midst of her swifl course. 
Thine almighty word leapt downe from heaven, out of thy 

royal I throne, 
Ab a fierce man of warre into the midst of a land of 

destruction. 
And brought thine unfained commandement as a sharpe 

And standing up filled all things with death, 
And it touched the heaven, but it stood upon the earth. 
Thensuddenly visions of horrible dreames troubled them sore. 
And terrours came upon them unlocked for. 

And one throwen here, another there halfe dead. Thay thorn- 

Shewed the cause of his death. wlvMiawihe 

For the dreames that troubled them, did foreshew this, "»o« thetem. 

Lest they should perish, and not know why they were 

afflicted. 
Yea, the tasting of death touched the righteous also, goj »]„ 

And there was a destruction of the multitude in the pUgoed hii 

wildemes: owne people. 

But the wrath endured not long. 
For then the blamelesse man made haste, and stood foorth Bywhitmeanee 

to defend ihein, '^IST""' 

And bringing the shield of his proper ministerie. 
Even prayer and the propitiation of incense. 
Set himselfe against the wrath, and so brought the calamity 

Declaring that hee was thy servant. 
So hee overcame the destroyer, 
Not with strength of body, nor force of armes. 
But with a word subdued he him that punished, 
Alleaging the oathes and covenants made with the fathers. 
For when the dead were now fallen downe by heaps one 
upon another, 

147 



WISEDOME OF SOLOMON 

Standing betweene, he staied the wrath. 

And parted the way to the living. 

For in the long garment was the whole world, 

And in the foure rowes of the stones was the glory of the 

fathers graven. 
And thy maiestie upon the diademe of his head. 
Unto these the destroyer gave place, and was afraid of 

them: 
For it was enough that they onely tasted of the wrath. 
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CHAPTER XLX 
I for the ungodly, wrath came upon them without 
mercie unto the end : 
For he knew before what they would doe; 
Howe that having given them leave to depart. 
And sent them hastily away. 
They would repent and pursue them. 
For whilest they were yet mourning, 
And making lamentation at the graves of the dead. 
They added another foolish device. 
And pursued them as fugitives, whom they had entreated to 

be gone. 
For the destiny, whereof they were worthy, drew them unto 

this end. 
And made them forget the things that had already happened. 
That they might fulfill the punishment which was wanting 

to their torments. 
And that thy people might passe a wonderfull way : 
But they might find a strange death. 
For the whole creature in his proper kind was fashioned 

againe anew. 
Serving the peculiar commandements that were given unto 

them, 
That thy children might be kept without hurt. 
As namely, a cloud shadowing the campe, 
And where water stood befijre drie land appeared. 
And out of the red Sea a way without impediment, 
And out of the violent streame a greene field ; 
Where-thorough all the people went that were defended 

with thy band. 
Seeing thy marveilous strange wonders. 
For they went at large like horses, 
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And leaped like Inmbes, 

Praising thee O Lord, who hadst delivered them. 

For they were yet mindefull of the things that were done 
while they soioumed in the strange land. 

How the ground brought forth flies in stead of cattell. 

And bow the river cast up n multitude of frogs in stead of 
fishes. 

But afterwards they saw a new generation of foules. 

When being led with their appetite they asked delicate 
meates. 

For quailes came up unto them from the Sea, for their con- 
tentment. 

And punishments came upon the sinners 

Not without former signes by the force of thunders : 

For they suffered iustly, according to their owne wicked- 

Insomuch as they used a more hard and hateful! beh&viour 

towards strangers : 
For the Sodomits did not receive those whom they knew ti 

not when they came : wi 

But these brought friends into bondage, that had well 

deserved of them. 
And not onely so : but peradventure some respect shall be 

had of those. 
Because they used strangers not friendly. 
But these very grievously afflicted them. 
Whom they had received with feastings. 
And were already made partakers of the same lawes with 

them. 
Therefore even with blindnesse were these stricken, 
As those were at the doores of the righteous man : 
When being compassed about with horrible great darknesse. 
Every one sought the passage of his owne doores. 
For the elements ivere changed in themselves \yy a kind of The wonderfull 

harmonie, ngrcBmcnt of 

Like as in n Psaltery notes chiinge the name of the tune, .„™"ri,Jh, 
And yet are alwayes sounds, which may well be perceived 

by the sight of the things that have beene done. 
For earthly things were turned into watry, 
And the things that before swamme in the water, now went 

upon the ground. 
The fire had power in the water, forgetting his owne vertue : 
And the water forgat his owne quenching nature. 
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Oa the Other side, the flames wAsted not the flesh of the 
corruptible living things, though they walked thei 

Neither melted they the ycie kind of heavenly meate, that 
was of nature apt to melt. 

For in ail things, O Lord, thou didst magnifie thy people. 

And glorilie them, neither didst thou lightly regard them ; 

But didst assist them in every time and place. 
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A Prologue made by an uneertaine Authour. 

HIS lesus was the sonne of Sirach, nnd grand- 
childe to lesus of the same name with him ; 
This man therefore lived in the latter times, 
after the people had bene led awny captive, 
and cnlled home againe, and almost after all 
the Prophets. Now his grandfather lesus (as 
he himselfe witnesseth) was a man of great 
diligence and wiaedome among the Hebre>fes, 
who did not onely gather the grave and short 
Sentences of wise men, that had bene before him, but himselfe also 
uttered some of his owne, full of much understanding and wisedome. 
When as therefore the first lesus died, leaving this booke almost 
perfected, Sirach his sonne receiving it after him, left it to his 
owne Sonne lesus, who having gotten it into his hands, compiled 
it all orderly into one Volume, and called it Wisdome, Intituling 
it, both by his owne name, his fathers name, and his grandfathers, 
alluring the hearer by the very name of Wisedome, to have a 
greater love to the studie of this Booke. It conteineth therefore 
wise Sayings, darke Sentences, and Parables, and certaine par- 
ticular ancient godly stories of men that pleased God. Also his 
Prayer and Song. Moreover, what benefits God had vouchsafed his 
people, and what plagues he had heaped upon their enemies. This 
lesus did imitate Solomon, and was no lesse famous for Wisedome, 
and learning, both being indeed a man of great learning, and so 
reputed also. 
160 
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The Prologue of the Wisdome of Jesus 
the Sonne of Sh-ach. 

WHEREAS maiiy and great things have bene delivered 
unto us by the Law ami the Prophets, and by others 
that have followed their steps, for the which things 
Israel ought to be cotninended for teaming and Wisedome, and 
whereof not unely the Readers must needs become skilful them- 
selves, but also they that desire to learoe, be able to profit them 
which are without, both by speaking and writing : My grandfather 
lesus, when he had much given himselfe to the reading of the 
Law, and the Prophets, and other Bookes of our fathers, and had 
gotten therein good iudgement, was drawen on also himselfe, to 
write something pertayning to learning and Wisedome, to the 
intent that those which are desirous to learne, and are addicted 
to these things, might profit much more in living according to the 
Law. Wherefore, let me intreat you to reade it with favour and 
attention, and to pardon Us, wherein wee may seeme to come 
short of some words which we have laboured to interprete. For 
the same things uttered in Hebrew, and translated into an other 
tongue, have not the same force in them : and not onely these 
things, hut the Law it selfe, and the Prophets, and the rest of the 
Bookes, have no small difference, when they are spoken in their 
owne language. For in the eight and thirtieth yeere comming 
into Egypt, when Euergetes was King, and continuing there some 
time, i found a Booke of no small learning, therefore 1 thought 
it most necessary for mee, to bestow some diligence and travaile 
to interprete it : Using great watchfulnesse, and skill in that 
space, to bring the Booke to an end, and set it foorth for them 
also, which in a strange countrey are willing to leame, being 
prepared before in maners to live after the Law. 



CHAPTER I 
A LL wisedome commeth from the Lord, , 
/-\ And is with him for ever, 
■^ Who can number the sand of the sea, 

And the drops of raine. 
And the dayes of eternity ? 
WTio can find out the height of heaven. 
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And the breadth of the earth, and the deepe, and 
.' Wisedome hath beene created before all things. 

And the understanding of prudence from everlasting. 

The word of God most high, is the fountaine of wisdome, 

And her wayes are everlasting commandements. 

To whom hath the root of wisdome beene revealed ? 

Or who hath koowen her wise counsels? 

[Unto whom hath the knowledge of wisedome b. 
manifest ? 

And who bath understood her great experience ?] 

There is one wise and greatly to bee feared ; 

The Lord sitting upon his Throne. 

He created her, and saw her, and numbred her. 

And powred her out upon nil his workesj 

Shee [is] with all flesh according to his gm. 

And nee bath given her to them that love him. 

The fcare of the Lord is honour, and glory. 

And gladnesse, and a crowne of reioycing. 

The feare of the Lord maketh a merrie heart. 

And giveth ioy and gladnesse, and a long life. 

Who so feareth the Lord, it shall goe well with him at thi 
last. 

And he shall finde favour in the day of his death. 
TTo feare the Lord, is the beginning of wisedome : i 

And it was created with the faithful! in the wombe. 

Shee hath built an everlasting foundation with men. 

And she shal continue with their seede. 
i'To feare the Lord, is fulnesse of wisedome J 

And filleth men with her fruits. 

Shee filleth all their house with things desireable, 

And the gamers with her increase. 
'The feare of the Lord is a crowne of wisedomc.J 

Making peace and perfect health to flourish, both which iir 
the gifts of God : 

And it enlargcth their reioycing that love him. 

Wisedome raineth downe skill and knowledge of undei 
standing, 

-And exaJteth them to honour that holde her fast. 

The root of wisedome is to feare the Lord, f 

And the branches thereof are long life. " 

The feare of the Lord driveth away sinnes : 

And where it is present, it tumeth away wrath. 

A furious man cannot be iustified, 
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For the sway of his fury shalbe his destruction. 
A patient man will beare for a time. 
And afterw&rd iuy shall spring up unto him. 
He wil hide his words for a time. 
And the lippes of many shdil declare his wisedome. 
The parables of knowledge are in the treasures of wisedonie : 
But godlines is an abomination to a sinner. 
If thou desire wisedome, keepe the commaundementG, 
And the Lord shall give her unto thee. 
iFor the feare of the Lord is wisdorae, and instruction : J ^ 
And faith anil meekenesse are his delight. 
Distrust not the feare of the Lord when thou art poore: i 

And come not unto hira with a double heart. * 

Be not an hypocrite in the sight of men. 
And take good heede what thou speakest 
Exalt not thy selfe, lest thou fall. 
And bring dishonour upon thy soule, 
And so God discover thy secrets. 

And cast thee downe in the midst of the congregation. 
Because thou camest not in trueth, to the feare of the 

Lord; 
But thy heart ia full of deceit. 



CHAPTER II 

MY Bonne, if thou come to serve the Lurde, 
PreiMire thy soule for temptation. 
Set thy heart aright, and constantly endure, 
And make not haste in time of trouble. 
Cleave unto him, and depart not away. 
That thou mayest be increased at thy last end. 
Whatsoever is brought upon thee, take cheerefulty. 
And bee patient when thou art changed to a lowe estate. 
For gold is tried in the fire. 

And acceptable men in the furnace of adversilie. 
Beleeve in him, and he will helpe thee, 
Order thy way aright, and trust in him. 
Ye that feare the Lord, waite for his raercie, 
And goe not aside, lest ye fall. 
Yee that feare the Lord, beleeve him, 
And your reward shall not faile. 
Ye that feare the Lord, hope for good, 
:U 
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CHAPTER And for everlasting ioy and mercy. 

II Looke at the generations of old, and see. 

Did ever any trust in the Lord, and was confounded ? 

Or did any abide in his feare, and was forsaken ? 

Or whom did hee ever despise, that called upon him ? 

For the Lord is full of compassion, and mercie, long snfTering, 
and very pitiful!. 

And forgiveth sinnes, and saveth in time of affliction. 
For voe lo Woe be to fearefull hearts, and faint hands, 

ihom that And the sinner that goeth two wayes. 

Woe unto him that is fsint hearted, for he beleevc 

Therefore shall he not be defended. 
Woe unto you that have lost patience : 
And what will ye doe when the Lord shall visile you ? 
But they that They that feare the Lord, will not disobey his word, 

ISTdw"^"*' ^°^ ^^^ *'"''^ '""'^ ^"°' *'" ''^^P^ ^'^ "'"y^*' 

They that feare the Lord, will seeke that which is 

pleasing unto him, 
And they that love him, shall bee filled with the Law, 
They that feare the Lord, uill prepare their hearts. 
And humble their soules in his sight ; 
Saying, We wil fal into the hands of the Lord, and not ii 

the hands of men : 
For as his maiestie ii, so is his mercie. 



CHAPTER III 

HEARE mee your father, O children, 
And doe thereiifter, that ye may be safe. 
For the Lord hath given the father honour over tl 

Ajid hath confirmed the authoritie of the mother over the 

Who so honoureth his father, maketh an atonement for his 



And he that honoureth his mother, is as one that layeth 

treasure, 
^^'ho so honoureth his father, shal have ioy of his 

children. 
And when he maketh his prayer, hee shall bee heard. 
He thnt honoureth his father, shal have a long life, 
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And he thut is obedieDt unto the Lord, shall bee a comfort 

to his mother. 
He that feareth the Lord, will honour his father. 
And will doe service luito his parents, as to his masters. 
Honour thy father and mother, both in word and deed, 
That a blessing may come upon thee from them. 
For the blessing of the father establisheth the houses of 

children. 
But the curse of the mother rooteth out foundations. 
Glory not in the dishonour of thy father. 
For thy fathers dishonour is no glory unto thee. 
For the glory of a man, is from the honour of his father. 
And a mother in dishonour, is a reproch to the children. 
My Sonne, helpe thy father in his age. 
And grieve him not as long as hee liveth. 
And if his understanding faile, have patience with him. 
And despise him not, when thou art in thy ful strength. 
For the relieving of thy father shall not be forgotten ; 
And in stead of sinnes it shall be added to build thee 



be remembred, 

i the yce in the faire 



In the day of thine affliction it sh: 
Thy sinnes also shal melt away, 

warme weather. 
He that forsaketh his father, is as a blasphemer. 
And he that angreth his mother, is cursed of God. 
My Sonne, goe on with thy businesse in meekenesse, 
So shalt thou be beloved of him that is approved. 
The greater thou art, the more humble thy selfe. 
And thou shalt find favour before the Lord. 
Many are in high place and of renowne : 
But mysteries are revelled unto the meeke. 
For the power of the Lord is great, 
And hee is honoured of the lowly. 

Seeke not out the things that are too hard for thee, v 

Neither search the things that are above thy strength. * 

But what is commaunded thee, think e thereupon with ' 

reverence, 
For it is not needfull for thee, to see with thine eyes, the 

things that are in secret. 
Be not curious in unnecessarie matters : 
For moe things are shewed unto thee, then men understand. 
For many are deceived by their owne vaine opinion, 
And an evill suspition hath overthrowen their iudgcment. 
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Without eyes thou shalt want light : professe not the 

knowledge therfore that thou hast not. 
A Btubborne heart shall fare evill at the last. 
And he that loveth danger shall perish therein. 
An obstinate heart shall be laden w " 
And the wicked man shall heape sinne 
In the punishment of the proud there is no remedie : 
For the plant of wickednesse hath taken roote in him. 
The heart of the prudent will understand a parable. 
And :in attentive eare is the desire of a wise n 
Water will quench a ttaming firCj 
And almes maketh an attonement for si 
And hee that requiteth good tumes, is mindfull of that w 

may come heereafter t 
And when he falleth he shall find a stay. 







CHAPTER mi 

MY sonne, defraude not the poore of his living, 
And make not the needy eies to waite lon^. 
Make not an hungry soulc sorrowfull. 
Neither provoke a man in his distresse. 
Addc not more trouble to an heart that is vexed. 
And deferre not to give to him that is in neede. 
Reiect not the supplication of the afflicted. 
Neither turne away thy face from a poore man. 
Turne not away thine eye from the needy, 
And give him none occasion to curse thee ; 
For if he curse thee in the bitternesse of his soule. 
His prayer shall be heard of him that made him. 
Get thy selfe the love of the congregation. 
And bow thy head to a great man. 
Let it not grieve thee to bowe downe thine eare to the poor. 
And give him a friendly answere with meekenesse. 
Deliver him that sufFreth wrong, Irom the hand of the 

oppressour. 
And be not faint hearted when thou sittest in iudgement. 
Be as a father unto the fatherlesse, 
And in stead of a husband unto their mother. 
So shalt thou be as the sonne of the most high. 
And he shall love thee more then thy mother doeth. 
Wisedome exalteth her children. 
And layeth hold of them that seeke her. 
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fHe that loveth her, loveth life, CHAPTER. | 

And they that seeke to her carely, shall be filled with 
I 
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He that holdeth her fast shall iuherit glory. 

And wheresoever she entreth, the Lord will blesse. 

They that serve her shall minister to the Holy one. 

And them that love her, the Lord doth love. 

Who so giveth eare unto her, shall iudge the nations, 

And he that attendeth unto her, shall dwell securely. 

7mmit himselfe unto her, he shall inherite her. 
And his generation shall hold her in possession. 
For at the first she will walke with him by crooked wnyes, 
And bring feiire and dread upon him. 
And torment him with her discipline, 
Untill she may trust his soule, 
And try him by her Lawes. 

Then wil she retume the straight way unto hira. 
And comfort him, and shew him her secrets. 
But if he goe wrong, she will forsake him. 
And give him over to his owne mine. 

Observe the opportunitie, and beware of evili, »' 

And be not ashamed when it concemeth thy soule. ^ 

For there is a shame that bringeth sinne, n 

And there is a shame which is glorie and grace. *' 

Accept no person against thy soule, 

And let not the reverence of any man cause thee to fall ; 
And refraiue not to speake, when there is occasion to doe 

And hide not thy wlsedome in her beautie- 

For by speach wisedome shall be knowen, 

And learning by the word of the tongue. 

In DO wise speake agninst the trueth. 

But be abashed of the errour of thine ignorance. 

Bee not ashamed to confesse thy sinnes, 

And force not the course of the river. 

Make not thy selfe an underling to a foolish man. 

Neither accept the person of the mighty. 

Strive for the trueth unto death, and the Lord shall fight 

for thee. 
Be not hastie in thy tongue. 
And in thy deeds slacke and remisse. 

Bee not as n Lion in thy house, norbe*! 

Nor franlicke among thv servants. in oar be 
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Let not tliine hand bee itretched out to receive. 
And shut when thou sbouldest repay. 



CHAPTER V 

SET not thy heart upon thy goods. 
And say not, 1 have ynough for my life. 
Folow not thine owne minde, 
And thy strength, to walke in the wayes of thy heart : 
And say not. Who shall control! mee for my workesl' 
For the Lord will surely revenge thy pride. 
Say not, I have sinned, and what harme hath happened 

unto mee ? 
For the Lord is long-suffering, he wil in no wise let thee goe. 
Concerning propitiation, l>ee not without feare 
To adde sinne unto sinne. 
And say not. His mercy is great, 
Hee will be pacified for the multitude of my sinnes : 
For mercy and wrath come from him. 
And his indignation resteth upon sinners. 
Make no tarying to tume to the Lord, 
And put not off from day to day : 
For suddenly shal the wrath of^he Lord come foortb, 
And in thy securitie thou sbalt be destroyed. 
And perish in the day of vengeance. 
Set not thy heart upon goods uniustly gotten ; 
For they shall not profit thee in the day of calamitie. 
Winnow not with every winde. 
And goe not into every way : 
For so doth the sinner that hath a double tongue. 
Be stedfast in thy understanding, 
And let thy word be the same. 
Be swift to heare, and let thy life be sincere. 
And with patience give answere. 
If thou hast understanding, answer thy nei},dibour, 
If not, lay thy hand upon thy mouth. 
Honour and shame is in taike ; 
And the tongue of man is his fall. 
Be not called a whisperer. 
And lye not in wait with thy tongue : 
For a foule shame is upon the thiefe. 
And an evill condemnation upon the double tongue. 
Be not ignorant of any thing, in n great matter 
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CHAPTER VI CHAPTBR 

IN stead of u friend, become not an enemie i 
For [thereby] thou shalt inherite an ill name, shame, 
and reproch : 
Even so shall a sinner that hath a double tongue. 

Extoll not thy selfe in the counsell of thine owne heart, Doe cot eitoU 

That thy aoule bee not tome in pieces as a bull [straying alone.] ""^^T"" 
Thou shall eat up thy leaves, and loose thy fruit. 
And leave thy selfe as a dry tree. 
A wicked soule shall destroy him that hath it, 
And shall make him to be laughed to scome of his enemies. 
Sweet language M'ill multiply friends: 
And a faire speaking tongue will increase kinde greetings. 
Be in peace with many ; 

Neverthelesse have but one counseller of a thousand. 
If thou wouldst get a friend, prove him first. But make 

And be not hasty to credit him. ohoine of a 

For some man is a friend for his owne occasion, '""'"'■ 

And will not abide in the day of thy trouble. 
And there is a friend, who being turned to enmitie, and 

strife, 
Will discover thy reproch. 

Againe some friend is a companion at the table. 
And will not continue in the day of thy affliction. 
But in thy prosperitie hee will be as thy selfe. 
And will be bould over thy servants. 
If thou be brought low, he will be against thee, 
And will hide himselfe from thy face. 
Separate thy selfe from thine enemies, 
.\nd take heed of thy friends. 
A faithfuU friend is a strong defence : 

And hee that hath found such an one, hath found a treasure. 
Nothing doeth countervaile a faithful friend. 
And his excellencie is unvaluable. 
A faithfull friend is the medicine of life. 
And they that feare the Lord shal hnde him. 
Who so fearcth the Lord shall direct his friendship aright. 
For as he is, so shall his neighbour be also. 

My Sonne, gather instruction from thy youth up ; Soekowinedmno 

So shalt thou finde wisedome till thine old age. betimes i 

Come unto her as one that ploweth, and soweth. 
And wait for her good fruits, 
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For tliuu shult not tuile much in l&bouriug about her, 

But thuu shult eat of her fruits right soone. 

She is very unpleasant to the unlearned : 

He that is without understanding, n ill not remaine with 

She vvil lye upon him as n mightie stone of trioll. 

And liee will cast her from hiro ere it be long. 

For wisedome is aecnrding to her name. 

And she is not manifest unto many. 

Give care, my sonne, receive my advice. 

And refuse not my counsell. 

And put thy feet into her fetters. 

And thy necke into her chaine. 

Bow downe thy shoulder, and beare her. 

And be not grieved with her bonds. 

Come unto her with thy whole heart. 

And keepe her wuyes with all thy power. 

Search and secke, and shee shall bee made knowen 

thee, 
And when thou hast got hold of her, let her not goe. 
For at the last thou ahiJt finde her rest, 
And that ahalbe turned to thy ioy. 
Then shall her fetters be a strong defence for thee. 
And her chaines a robe of glory. 
For there is u golden ormtment upon her, 
And her bandes are purple lace. 
Thou shalt put her on as a robe of honour : 
And shult put her about thee as :i crowne of ioy. 
My sonne, if thou wilt, thou ahalt bee taught : 
And if thou wilt apply thy minde, thou shatt be prudent. 
If thou love to heare, thou shalt receive understanding : 
And if thou bow thine eare, thou shalt be wise. 
Stand in the multitude of the elders. 
And cleave unto him that ii 



th her. ■ 
1 unto V 



biMidjto Be willing to heare every godly di^icourse, 



And let not the jmrables of understanding escape thee. 
And if thou seeat a man of understanding, ^et thee betimes 

And let thy foote weare the steps of his dotire. 
Let thy minde be upon the ordinances of the Lord, 
And meditate continually in his com man dements : 
He shal establish thine heart. 
And give thee wisedome nt thine owne desire. 
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CHAPTER VII 

DOE no e*iU, so shall no harme come unto thee. 
Depart from the uniust, and injquitie shull turne 
away from thee. 
My Sonne, sow not upon the furrowes of unrighteousDesse, 
And thou shaU not reape them seven folde. 
Seeke not of the Lord prehemioence. 
Neither of the King the seate of honour, 
lustilie not thy selfe before the l>ord, 
And boast not of thy wisedome before the king. 
Seeke not to be iudjfe. 
Being not able to take away iniquitie, 
Lest at any time thou feare the person of the mightie, 
And lay a stumbling blocke in the way of thy uprightnesse, 
OSiend not agtunst the multitude of a city. 
And then thou shalt not east thy selfe downe among the 

people. 
Bind not one sinne upon another. 
For in one thou shalt not be unpunished. 
Say not, God wil looke upon the multitude of my oblations. 
And when I offer to the most High God, he will accept it. 
Be not faint hearted when thou makest thy prayer. 
And neglect not to give almes. 

Laugh no man to scome in the bitternesse of his soule : 
For there is one which humbleth and cxalteth. 
Devise not a He against thy brother : 
Neither doe the like to thy friend- 
Use not to make any inaner of lie : 
For the custome thereof is not good. 
Use not many words in a multitude of Elders, 
And make not much babling when thou prayest. 
Hate not laborious worke. 

Neither husbandrie, which the most High hath ordeincd. 
Number not thy selfe among the multitude of sinners, 
But remember that wrath will not tary long. 
Humble thy soule greatly : 

For the vengeance of the ungodly is fire and wormes. 
Change not a friend for any good by no meanes : 
Neither a faithfuU brother for the gold of Ophir. 
Forgoe not a wise and good woman : 
For her grace is above gold. 

Whereas thy servant worketh truely, cntreate him not evQI, 
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Nor the hireling that bestoweth himselfe wholly for thee. 

Let thy soule love a good servant. 

And defraud him not of liberty. 

Host thou cattell i have on eye to them, 

And if they be for thy profit, keepe them with thee. 

Hast thou children ? instruct them. 

And bow downe their necke from their youth. 

Hast thou daughters } have care of their body, 

And shewe not thy selfe cheerefull toward them. 

Marrie thy daughter, and so shalt thou have performed a 

weightie matter : 
But give her to a man of understanding. 
Hast thou a wife after thy minde .' forsake her not. 
But give not thy selfe over to a light woman. 
Honour thy father with thy whole heart. 
And forget not the sorrowes of thy mother. 
Remember that thou wast begot of them. 
And how canst thou recompense them the things that they 

have done for thee ? 
Feare the Lord with all thy soule. 
And reverence his priests. 

Love him that made thee with all thy strength, 
And forsake not his ministers. 
Feare the Lord, and honour the priest : 
And give him his portion, as it is commanded thee. 
The ^rst fruits, and the trespasse offering. 
And the gift of the shoulders, 
And the sacrifice of sane tifi cat ion, and the first fruits of the 

holy things. 
And stretch thine hand unto the poore. 
That thy blessing may be perfected. 
A gift hath grace in the sight of every man Uving, 
And for the dead deteine it not. 
Faile not to bee with them that weepe. 
And moume with them that mourne. 
Be not slow to visit the sicke : 
For that shall make thee to be beloved. 
Whatsoever thou takest in hand, remember the end. 
And thou shalt never doe amisse. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

STRIVE not with a mighty man, 
Lest thou fall iQto his hands. 
Bee not at variance with a rich man. 
Lest he overweigh thee : 
For gold hath destroyed many, 
And perverted the hearts of kings. 
Strive not with a man that is full of tongue, 
And heape not wood upon his fire. 
lest not with a rude man. 
Lest thy ancestours be disgraced. 
Iteproch not a man that tumeth from sinne, 
But remember that we are all worthy of punishment. 
Dishonour not a man in his old age : 
For even some of us waxe old. 
Beioice not over thy greatest enemie being dead. 
But remember that we die all. 
Despise not the discourse of the wise, 
But acquaint thy selfe with their proverbs ; 
For of them thou shalt leame instruction. 
And how to serve great men with ease. 
Misse not the discourse of the Elders ; 
For they also learned of their fathers. 
And of them thou shalt learne understanding, 
And to give answere as need requireth. 
Kindle not the coales of a sinner. 
Lest thou be burnt with the flame of his fire. 
Rise not up (in anger) at the presence of an iniurious pers 
Least he lie in waite to entrap thee in thy words. 
Lend not unto him that is mightier then thy selfe ; 
For if thou lendest him, count it but lost. 
Be not surety above thy power : 
For if thou be surety, take care to pay it. 
Goe not to law with a iudge. 

For they will iudge for him according to his honour. 
Travaile not by the way with a bold fellow. 
Least he become grievous unto thee : 
For he will doe according to his owne will. 
And thou shalt perish with him through his folly. 
Strive not with an angry man, 
And goe not with him into a solitary place : 
For blood is as nothing in his sight, 
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And where there is no helpe, he will overthrow tliee. 

Consult not with a foole ; 

For he cannot keepe counaell. 

Doe no secret thing before a stranger, 

For thou knowesl not what he will bring forth. 

Open not thine heart to every man. 

Least he requite thee with a shrewd turne. 
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CHAPTER IX 
E not iealous over the wife of thy hoe 



And teach her not an evil lesson against thy selfe. 

Give not thy soule unto a woman. 
To set her foot upon thy substance. 
Meete not with an harlot, 
Least thou fall into her snares. 

Use not much the conipanie of a woman that is a singer. 
Least thou be taken with her attempts, 
Gaze not on a maide, 
* That thou fall not by those things, that are pretious in her, 
Give not thy soule unto harlots. 
That thou loose not thine inheritance. 
Looke not round about thee, in the streets of the citie. 
Neither wander thou in the soHtary places thereof. 
Turne away thine eye from a beautifull woman. 
And looke not upon anothers beautie : 
For many have beene deceived by the beautie of n « oman. 
For heerewith love is kindled as a fire. 
Sit not at all with another mans wife. 
Nor sit downe with her in thine armes, 
And spend not thy money with her at the wine, 
Least thine heart incline unto her. 
And so thorough thy desire thou fall into destruction. 
Forsake not an old friend. 
For the new is not comparable to him : 
A new friend is as new wine : 
When it is old, thou shall drinke it with pleasure. 
Envy not the glory of a sinner: 
For thou knowest not what shall be his end. 
Delight not in the thing that the ungodly have pleasure in 
But remember they shall not goe unpunished unto thei 
grave. 
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Keepe thee farre from the man that hath power to kOl, 

So shaJt thou not doubt the feare of death : 

And if thoit come unto him, make no fault. 

Least he take iiway thy life presently ; 

Remember that thou goest in the midst of snares. 

And that thou wulkest upon the battlements of the citie. 

,hou canst, ghesse at thy neighbour. 
And consult with the wise. 
Let thy talke be with the wise, 

And all thy communication in the law of the most High. 
And let iust men eate and drinke with thee. 
And lei thy glorying be in the feare of the Lord. 
For the hand of the artificer, the worke shall be commended ; 
And the wise ruler of the people, for his speech. 
A man of aa ill tongue is dangerous in his citie. 
And he that is rash in his talke shall be hated. 




□ui neiglibaim. 
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CHAPl'EB X 

A WISE iudge will instruct his people, 
And the governeraent of a prudent i 
ordered. 

As the iudge of the people is himselfe, so are his officers. 
And what maner of man the ruler of the citie is, such are 

all they that dwell therein. 
An unwise king destroyeth his people. 
But through the prudence of them which are in authoritie, 

the citie shalbe inhabited. 
The power of the earth is in the hand of the Lord, Ooa Betteih 

And in due time hee will set over it one thai is profitable. *''"' "?■ 
In the hand of God is the prosperitie of man : 
And upon the person of the scribe shall he lay his honour. 
Beare not hatred to thy neighbour for every wrong. 
And do nothing at all by iniurious practises. 

Pride is hatefull before God, and man : The iDl^onvelli- 

And by both doeth one commit iniquitie. eneai of priife. 

Because of unrighteous dealings, iniuries, and riches got by ^v'^toujii^. 

The kingdome is translated from one people to another. 
Why is earth and ashes proude .' 

There is not a more wicked thing, then a covetous man .- 
For such an one setteth his owne soule to sale, 
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Because while he liveth, he costeth sway his bowels. 

The Phisition cutteth off a long disease. 

And he that is to day a King, to morrow shall die. 

For when a man is litnd, 

Hee shall inherite creeping things, beastes and wormes. 

The beginning of pride is, when one departeth from God, 

And his heart is turned away from his maker. 

For pride is the beginning of sinne. 

And hee that hath it, shall powre out abomination : 

And therefore the Lord brought upon them strange 

calamities. 
And overthrew them utterly. 
Vbat God hath The Lord hath cast downe the thrones of proud Princes, 

done to the \„^ ggt op the meekc in their stead. 

™" The Lord hath plucked up the rootes of the proud 

nations ; 
And planted the lowly in their place. 
The Lord overthrew countreys of the heathen ; 
And destroyed them to the foundations of the earth. 
He tooke some of them away, and destroyed them. 
And hath made their memoriall to cease from the earth. 
Pride was not made for 

Nor furious anger for them that are borne of a woman. 
They that feare the Lord are a sure seed. 
And they that love him, an honourable plant: 
They that regard not the Law, are a dishonourable seed. 
They that transgrcsse the com man dements, arc a deceivable 

seed. 
Among brethren he that is chiefe is honourable. 
So are they that feare the Lord in his eyes. 
The feare of the Lord goeth before the obtayning of 

Buthoritie : 
But roughnesse and pride, is the loosing thereof. 
Whether hee bee rich, noble, or poore, 
Their glorie is the feare of the Lord. 

It is not meet to despise the poore man that hath under- 
standing. 
Neither is it convenient to magnifie a sinnefull 
Great men, and ludges, and Potentates shall bee honoured. 
Yet is there none of them greater than he that feareth the 

Lord. 
Unto the servant that is wise, shall they that are free doc 

service : 
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And hee that hath knowledge, will not grudge when he is 

reformed. X 

Be not overwise in doing thy busines, 

And boast not thy selfe in the time of thy distresse. 

Better is he that laboureth and aboundeth in all things. 

Then hee that boasteth himselfe, and wanteth bread. 

My Bonne, glorilie thy soule in meekenesse. 

And give it honour according to the dtgnitie thereof. 

Who wil iustilie him that sinneth against his owne soule? AndvhaDi 

And who will honour him that dishonoureth his owne life ? 

The poore man is honoured for his skill. 

And the rich man is honoured for his riches. 

Hee that is honoured in povertie, how much more in riches ? 

And he that is dishonourable in riches, how much more in 
povertie ? 



CHAPTER XI 

WISEDOME lifteth up the head of him that is of 
low degree, 
And roaketh him to sit among great men. 
Commend not a man for his beautie. 
Neither abhorre a man for his outward appearance. 
The Bee is little among such as Hie, 
But her fruite is the chiefe of sweete things 
Boast not of thy cloathing and raiment, w 

And exalt not thy selfe in the day of honour : ^b 

For the workes of the Lord are wonderfull, ^ 

And his workes among men are hidden. 
Many kings have sit downe upon the ground. 
And one that was never thought of, hath worne the crowne. 
Many mightie men have beene greatly disgraced : 
And the honourable delivered into other mens hands. 
Blame not before thou hast examined the trueth ; 
Understand first, and then rebuke. 

Answere not, before thou hast heard the cause : a, 

Neither interrupt men in the midst of their talke. «■ 

Strive not in a matter that concemeth thee not ; 
And sit not in iudgement with sinners. 

My sonne, meddle not with many matters : jj. 

For if thou meddle much, thou shalt not be innocent : wi 

And if thou follow after, thou shalt not obtaine, "" 
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Neither shatt Ihou escape by flying. 

There is one that laboureth and taketh paines, and nmketh 

And is so much the more behinde. 

Againe, there is another that is slow, and hath neede of 

helpe, 
Wanting abilitie, and full of povertie. 
Yet the eye of the Lord looked upon him for good. 
And set liim up from his low estate, 
And lifted up his head from miserie, 
So that many that saw it, marvelled at him. 
Prosperilie and adversitie, life and death, 
Poverty and riches, come of the Lord. 
Wisedome, knowledge, and understanding of the Lawe, are 

of the Lord: 
Love, and the way of good workes, are from him. 
Errour and darkenesse had their beginning together with 

And evill shall waxe old with them that glory therein. 

The gift of the Lord remaineth with the godly, 

And his favour bringcth prosperitie for ever. 

There is that waxeth rich by his wariuesse, and pinching. 

And this is the portion of his reward : 

Whereas he sayth, I have found rest, 

And now will eate continually of my goods, 

And yet hee knoweth not what time shall come upon him, 

And that hee must leave those things to others, and die. 

Be stedfast in thy covenant, and be conversant therein. 

And waxe olde in thy worke. 

Marveile not at the workes of sinners. 

But trust in the Lord, and abide in thy labour : 

For it is an easie thing in the sight of the Lord, on the 

sudden to make a poore man rich. 
The blessing of the Lord is in the reward of the godly. 
And suddenly he maketh his blessing to flourish. 
Say not. What profit is there of my service .' 
And what good things shal I have hereafter ? 
Againe, say not, I have enough, and possesse many things ; 
And what evill can come to me hereafter? 
in the day of prosperitie, there is a forge tfulnesse of 

affliction : 
And in the day of affliction, there is no remembrance of 

prosperitie. 
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For it is an easie thing unto the Lord in the day of 

death, 
To reward a man according to his wayes. 
The affliction of an houre, maketh a niuti forget pleasure : 
And in his end, his deeds shalbe discovered, 
ludge none blessed before his death : 
For a man shall bee knowen in his children. 
Bring not every man into thine house. 
For the deceilfull man hath many traines. 
Like as a Partrich taken [and kept] in a cage, so is the heart 

of the proud ; 
And like as a spie, watcheth hee for thy fall. 
For hee lieth in wait, and tumeth good into evill. 
And in things worthy praise, will lay blame upon thee. 
Of o sparke of fire, a heape of coales is kindled : 
And a sinnefull man layeth waite for blood. 
Take heed of n mischievoua man, (for hee worketh 

wickednesse) 
Lest hee bring upon thee a perpetuall blot. 
Receive a stranger into thine house, and hee will disturbe 

thee. 
And turne thee out of thine owne. 
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WHEN thou wilt doe good, know to whom thou doest it, 
So shalt thou be thanked for thy benefites. 
Do good to the godly man, and thou shalt tind a Be not libenll 
reconipence, '"" 

And if not from himj yet from the most High. 
There can no good come to him that is alwayes occupied 



iDUDljudly. 



evill : 






Nor to him that giveth n 
Give to the godly man. 
And helpe not a sinner. 
Doe well unto him that is lowly. 
But give not to the ungodly : 
Hold backe thy bread, and give it not unto him, 
Lest he overmaster thee thereby. 
For [else] thou shalt receive twice as much evill, 
For all the good thou shalt have done unto him. 
For the most High hateth sinners. 
And will rep-iy vengeance unto the ungodly, 
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CHAPTER And keepeth them against the migbtie (Uy of their 

XII punishment. 

Give unto the good, 
I And heipe not the sinner. 

I A friend cannot be knowen in prosperitie, 

I And an enemy cannot be hidden in adversitie. 

r In the prosperitie of a man, enemies will be grieved. 

But in his adversitie, even a friend will depart. 
Tniit not thinu Never trust thine enemie : 

enemio, nor the p^,. i;jjg g^^ yron rusteth, so is his wickednesse. 

Though he humble bimselfe, and goe crouching. 
Yet take good lieed, and beware of him. 
And thou shalt bee unto him, as if thou hadsl wiped a 

looking glasse. 
And tliou sbalt knowe that his rust hath not beene altogether 

wiped away. 
Set him not by thee. 
Lest when he hath overthrowen thee, he stand up in th^ 

Neither let him sit at thy right hand. 

Lest he seeke to take thy seat. 

And thou at the last remember my wordes. 

And be pricked therewith. 

Who will pi tie a charmer that is bitten with « serpent, 

Or any such as come nigh wilde beasts ? 

So one that goelh to a sinner, and is defiled with him in hi s 

sinnes, who will pitied 
For a while hee will abide with thee, 
But if thou begin to fall, he wil not tarie. 
An enemie speaketh sweetly with his lippes, 
But in his heart he imagineth how to throw thee into 
Hee will weepe with his eyes. 
But if he find opportunitie, hee will not be satisfied W>' 



pit: 

itl> I 



If adversitie come upon thee, thou shalt find him there fir*** | 
And though he pretend to helpe thee, yet shal he undermi"* J 

thee. 
He will shake his head and clap his handes. 
And whisper much, and change his countenance. 
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CHAFTEBJ 

xin 

HE that toucheth pitch, shal be defiled therewith, Eocpeiiot 

And hee that hath fellowship with a proude man, ""'l™'"''*''^ 
,„,,., 1 1.. "^ *^ ' the prouda, or 

shall be like unto him. mightier then 1 

Burthen not thy selfe above thy power, while thou livest, Hij saifo. 
And have no fellowship with one that is mightier, and richer 

then thy selfe. 
For how agree the kettle and the earthen pot together? 
For if the one be smitten af^ainst the other, it shall be broken. 
The rich man hath done wrong, 

And yet he threatneth withaU : ~ 

The poore is wronged, and he must intreat also. 
If thou be for his profit, he will use thee : 
But if thou have nothing, he will forsake thee. 
If thou have any thing, he wilt live with thee. 
Yea he will make thee bare, and will not be sorie for it. 
If he have need of thee, hee will deceive thee, 
And smile upon thee, nnd put thee in hope. 
He will speake thee faire, and say, What wantest thou ? 
And hee will shame thee by his meates, 
Untill he have drawen thee drie twice or thrice. 
And at the last hee will laugh thee to scome : 
Afterward when he seeth thee, he will forsake thee, 
And shake his head at thee. 
Beware that thou bee not deceived, and brought downe in 

thy iolitie. 
If thou be invited of a mighty man, withdraw thy selfe. 
And 60 much the more will he invite thee. 
Presae thou not upon him, lest thou be put backe. 
Stand not farre oif, lest thou be forgotten. 
Affect not to be made equall unto him in talke, 
And beleeve not his many words : 
For with much communication will he tempt thee. 
And smiling upon thee will get out thy secrets. 
But cruelly he will lay up thy words. 
And will not spare to doe thee hurt, and to put thee in 

prison. 
Observe and take good heed. 
For thou walkest in peril of thy overthrowing : 
When thou hearest these things, awnke in thy sleepc. 
Love the Lord all thy life, 
And call upon him for thy salvation. 
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Every beast lovetb his like. 

And every man loveth his neighbour. 

All flesh consorteth according to kind. 

And a man will cleave to his like : 

What fellowship hath the wolfe with the lambe ? 

So the sinner with the goilly. 

What agreement is there betweene the Hyena and a dogge? 

And what peace betweene the rich and the poore ? 

Aa the wildc asae is the lyons pray in the wildemesse : 

So the rich eate up the poore. 

As the proud hate humilitie : 

So doth the rich abhorre the poore. 

A rich man beginning to fall, is held up of his friends : 

But It poore man being downe, is thrust also away by bis 

friends, 
When a rich man is fallen, he hath many helpers : 
He Bpeaketh things not to be spoken, and yet men iustifie 

him: 
The poore man slipt, and yet they rebuked him loo : 
He spake wisely, and could have no place. 
When a rich man speaketh, every man holdeth his tongue, 
And looke what bee sayeth, they extoll it to the clouds: 
But if the poore man speake, they saj, What fellow is 

this? 
And if he stumble, they will beipe to overthrowe him. 
Riches are good unto him that hath no sinne, 
And poverty is evill in the mouth of the ungodly. 
The heart of a man changetb his countenance. 
Whether it be for good or evill : 

And II merry heart maketb a cheerefull countenance. 
A cheerefull countenance is a token of a heart that is in 

prosperity. 
And the finding out of parables, is a wearisome labour of 

the minde. 



B 



CHAPTER Xrni 
LESSED is the man that hath not slipt with his mouth, 
Acd is not pricked with the multitude of sinnes. 
Blessed is hee whose conscience hath not condemned 



And who is not fallen from his hope in the Lord. 
Riches are not comely for a niggard : 
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And what should an envious man doe with money? CHAPTER 

He that gathereth by defrauding his owne soule, XIIII 

Gathereth for others, that shall spend his goods riotously. 

Hee that is evill to himselfe, to whom will he be good ? ThBoiggard 

He shall not take pleasure in his goods. i^oth good i« 

There is none worse then he that envieth himselfe ; none. 

And this is a recompence of his wickednesse. 

And if he doth good, he doth it unwillingly. 

And at the last he will declare his wickednesse. 

The envious mnn hath a wicked eye, 

He tumeth away his face and despiseth men. 

A covetous mans eye is not satisfied with his portion. 

And the iniquity of the wicked dryeth up his soule. 

A wicked eye envieth [his] bread. 

And he is a niggard at his table. 

My Sonne, according to thy habilitie doe good to thy selfe. 

And give the I>ord his due offering. 

Remember that death will not be long in j;omming. 

And that the covenant of the grave is not shewed unto thee. 

Doe good unto thy friend before thou die. But doe thou 

And according to thy abilitie, stretch out thy hand and give K°<>d- 

Defraud not thy selfe of the good day. 

And let not the part of a good desire overpasse thee, 

Shalt thou not leave thy travailes unto another ? 

And thy labours to be divided by lot ? 

Give, and take, and sanctifie thy soule, 

For there is no seeking of dainties in the grave. 

All flesh waxeth old as a garment : 

For the covenant from the beginning is ; thou shalt die 1 

As of the greene leaves on a thicke tree. 
Some fall, and some grow ; 
So is the generation of flesh nnd blood. 
One commeth to an end, and another is borne. 
Every worke rotteth and consumeth away, 
And the worker therof shal goe withall. 
Blessed is the man that doeth meditate good things in Hdd nrs hipp; 
wisdome, ">"* ^'»* '»*"'■ 

And that reasoneth of holy things by his understanding. * ^ """*' 

He that considereth her wayes in his heart, 
Shall also have understanding in her secrets. 
Goe after her as one that traceth, 
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And tie in wait in her wayes. 

Hee that prieth in at her windowes, 

Shal iilso hearken at her doorcs. 

Hee that doeth lodge neere her house. 

Shall also fasten a pin in her walles. 

He shall pitch his tent nigh unto her. 

And shall lodge in a lodging where good things ; 

He shal set his children under her shelter, 

And shall lodge under her branches. 

By her he shall be covered from heat. 

And in her glory shall he dwell. 
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CHAPTER XV 

HE that feareth the Lord will doe good. 
And he that hath the knowledge of the Law £ 
obtaine her. 
And as a mother shall she meet him. 
And receive him as a wife maried of a virgin. 
With the bread of understanding shall she feed him. 
And give him the water of wisedome to drinke. 
Hee shall be stayed upon her, and shall not be moved, 
And shall rely upon her, and shall not he confounded. 
Shee shall exalt him above his neighbours. 
And in the midst of the congregation shall she opea hi> 

mouth. 
He shall finde ioy, and a crowne of gladnesse. 
And she shall cause him to inherit an everlasting name. 
But foolish men shall not attaine unto her, 
And sinners shall not see her. 
For she is farre from pride, 
And men that are Hers cannot remember her. 
Praise is not seemly in the mouth of a sinner, 
For it was not sent him of the Lord : 
For praise shalbe uttered in wisdorae, 
And the Lord wil prosper it. 
^ Say not thou. It is through the Lord, that I fell away. 
For thou oughtest not to doe the things that he hateth. 
Say not thou. He hath caused mee to erre, 
For hee hath no need of the sinfull man. 
The Lord hateth all abomination. 
And they that feare God love it not. 
Hee himselfe made man from the beginning, 
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And left him in the hand of his counBcll, 

If thou wilt, to keepe the Commandements, '- 

And to performe acceptable faithfulnesse. 

He hsth set fire and water before thee : 

Stretch forth thy hand unto whether thou wilt. ' 

Before man is life and death. 

And whether him liketh shalbe given him. 

For the wisedome of the Lord is great, 

And he is mighty in power, and beholdeth all things. 

Anil his eyes are upon them that feare him. 

And hee knowetb every worke of man. 

Hee hath commanded no man to do wickedly. 

Neither hath he given any man license to ainne. 



CHAPTER XVI 

DESIRE not a multitude of unprofitable children. 
Neither delight in ungodly sonnes. 
Though they multiply, reioyce not in them, ^^j 

Except the feare of the Lord be with them. 

Trust not thou in their life. 

Neither respect their multitude : 

For one that is iust, is better then a thousand. 

And better it is to die without children, then to have them 
that are ungodly, 

For by one that hath understanding, shall the city be re- 
plenished, 

But the kindred of the wicked, shall speedily become desolate. 

Many such things have 1 scene with mine eyes. 

And mine eare hath heard greater things then these. 

In the congregation of the ungodly, shall a fire be kindled, The wioked u 

And in a rebellious nation^ wrath is set on (ire. >"" Bpared for 

Hee was not pacified towaris the olde giants, """^ "' 

Who fell away in the strength of their foolishnesse. 

Neither spared he the place where Lot sotoumed. 

But abhorred them for their pride. 

Hee pitied not the people of perdition. 

Who were taken away in their sinnes. 

Nor the sixe hundreth thousand footmen, 

Who were gathered together in the hardnesse of their 
hearts. 

And if there be one stiffe-necked among the people. 

It is marveile, if he escape unpunished ; 
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CHAPTER 
XVI 

Both the wnth 
and the meray 
of the Lord 



For mercy and wrath are with him, 

Hee is mighty to forgive, and to powre out diepleasure. 

As his mercy is great, so is his correction also : 

He iudgeth a man according to his workes. 

The sinner shall not escape with his spoiles. 

And the patience of the godly shall not be frustrate. 

Make way for every worke of mercy : 

For every man shall finde according to his workes. 

The Lord hardened Pharaoh, that hee should not know him, 

That his powerfull workes might be knowen to the world. 

His mercy is manifest to every creature, 

And hee hath separated his light from the darkeoesse with 

an Adamant. 
Say not thou, I will hide my selfe from the Lord : 
Shall any remember me from above .' 
I shall not be remembred ^mong so many people : 
For what is my soule among such an infinite number of 

creatures ? 
Behold, the heaven, and the heaven of heavens, 
The deepe and the earth, and all that therein ii, shall be 

mooved when he shall visit. 
The mountaines also, and foundations of the earth 
Shall bee shaken with trembling, when the Lord looketh 

upon them. 
No heart can thinke upon these things worthily : 
And who is able to conceive his wayes .' 
It is a tempest, which no man can see : 
For the most part of his workes are hidde. 
Who can declare the workes of his iustice ? 
Or who can endure them ? 
For his Covenant is afarre off, 
And the triall of aU things is in the ende. 
He that wanteth understanding, will thinke upon i 

And a foolish man erring, imagineth follies. 

My Sonne, hearken unto mee, and learne knowledge. 

And marke my words with thy heart. 

I will shewe foorth doctrine in weight. 

And declare his knowledge exactly. 

The works of the Lord are done in iudgement from thv 

beginning : 
And IVom the time he made them, hee disposed the pait| 
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Hee garnished his workes for ever. 

And in his hand are the chiefe of them unto all generations : 

They neither labour, nor are weary. 

Nor cease from their workes. 

None of them hindreth another, 

And they shall never disobey his word. 

After this, the Lord looked upon the earth. 

And filled it with his blessingB. 

With all maner of living things hath hee covered the face 

thereof, 
And they shall returne into it agajne. 

CHAPTER XVII 

THE Lord treated man of the earth. 
And turned him into it againe. 
He gave them few dayes, and a short timu. 

And power also over the things therein. 

He endued them with strength by themselves. 

And made them according to his image. 

And put the feare of miin upon all flesh. 

And gave him dominion over beasts and foQles. 

[They received the use of the five operations of the Lord, 

And in the sixt place he imparted them understanding. 

And in the seventh, speech, an interpreter of the cogita- 
tions thereof.] 

Counsell, and a tongue, and eyes, 

Eares, and a heart, gave he them to understand. 

Withall, hee dlled them with the knowledge of under- 
standing, 

And shewed them good and eviU. 

Hee set his eye upon their hearts. 

That he might shew them the greatnesse of his workes. 

He gave then) to glory in his marvellous actes for e 

That they might declare his works with understanding. 

And the elect shall praise his holy Nai 

Beside this he gave them knowledge. 

And the law of life for an heritage. 

He made an everlasting covenant with them. 

And shewed them his iudgements. 

Their eyes saw the maiestie of his glory, 

And their eares heard his glorious voyce. 

And he said unto them. Beware of all unrighteousnes. Avoid oil Blnnai 
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And he gave every man comniiuidenient concerning his 

neighbour, 
Their wayes are ever before him, 
And shall not be hid from his eyes. 
Every man from his youth is given to evill. 
Neither could they nuke to themselves fleshie hearts Cor 

For in the division of the nations of the whole euth, he Bet 

a ruier over every people. 
But Israel is the Lords portion. 

Whom being his first borne, hee nourisheth with discipline. 
And giving him the light of his love, doth not forsake him. 
Therefore till their workes are as the Sunne before him. 
And his eyes are continually upon their wayes. 
None of their unrighteous deeds are hid from him. 
But all their iiinnes are before the Lord : 
But the Lord being gracious, and knowing his workemanship. 
Neither left nor forsooke them, but s]uu-ed them. 
The almes of a man is as a signet with him. 
And he will keep the good deedes of man, as the apple of 

the eye. 
And give repentance to his aonnea and daughters. 
Afterward he will rise up and reword them. 
And render their recompense ujKin their heads. 
But unto them that repent, he granted them retume. 
And comforted those that faile in patience. 
Retume unto the Lord, and forsake thy sinnes. 
Make thy prayer before his face, and offend lesse. 
Tume B(;aine to the most High, and tume away from ini- 

For he will leade thee out of darkcnesse into the light of 

health. 
And hate thou abomination vehemently. 
Who shall praise the most High in the grave. 
In stead of them which live and give thaidis .' 
Tbankesgiving perisheth from the dead, os from one that is 

The living and sound in heart, shall praise the Lord. 
How great is the loving kindnes of the Lord our God, 
And his compassion unto such as tume unto him in holinesse ? 
. iFor all things cannot bee in 

Because the sonne of man is not immortal. 
What is brighter then the Sun ? yet the light thereof faileth : 
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And flesh aod blood will imagine evill. ( 

Hee vieweth the power of the height of heaven, XVU 

And all men aru but earth snd ashesJ 

CHAPTER XVIII 

HEE that liveth for ever, created all things in generaU. 
The Lord onely is righteous. 
And there is none other but he. 

Who govemeth the world with the palme of his hand, and 
all things obey his will, 

For he is the king of all, 

Bj his power dividing holy things among them from pro- 
phane. 

To whom hath he given power to declare his works ? Godi workea 

And who shall finde out his noble actes ? *" *" ^ 

Who shall number the strength of his maiestie .' "oadted ti. 

And who shall also tel out his mercies ? 

As for the wonderous workes of the Lord, there may nothing 
bee taken from them, neither may any thing bee put 
unto them. 

Neither can the ground of them be found out. 

When a man hath done, then he beginneth. 

And when hee leaveth off, then he shall be doubtfull. 

What is man, and whereto serveth he ? 

What is his good, and what is his evil .' 

The number of a mans dayes at the most are an hundred M»>u lite 
yeeres. '■ '>'o'^ 

As a drop of water unto the Sea, and a gravell stone in com- 
parison of the sand. 

So are a thousand yeeres to the dayes of etemitie. 

Therfore is God jiatient with them, Ood i« 

And powreth forth his mercy upon them. mer^fnll. 

He saw and perceived their end to be evill. 

Therefore he multiplied his compassion. 

The mercy of man is toward his neighbour. 

But the mercy of the Lord is upon all flesh : 

He reprooveth and nurtureth, and teacheth. 

And bringeth againe as .a shepheard his fiocke. 

He hath mercy on them that receive discipline. 

And that diligently seeke after his iudgements. I*>« "<" 

My Sonne, blemi.h not thy Rood JeeJ., "StS 

Neither use uncomfortable ivords when thou givest any thing, with ill vonloL 
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Shall not the deaw asswAge the heate ? 

So is a word better then a gift 

Loe is not a word better then a gift ? 

But both are with a gracious man. 

A foole will upbraide churlishly. 

And a gift of the envious consumeth the eyes. 

Leame before thou speak e. 

And use phisicke, or ever thou be sicke. 

Before iudgement examine thy selfe, 

And in the day of visitation thou Ehalt find merey. 

Mumbte thy selfe before thou be sicke. 

And in the time of sinnes shew repentance. 

I^t nothing hinder thee to pay thy vowe in due time. 

And deferre not untill death to be iustified. 

Before thou pruyest, prepare thy selfe. 

And be not as one that tempteth the Lord. 

Thinke upon the wrath that shall be at the end ; 

And the time of vengennce when he shall turne awny his face. 

When thou haat enough remember the time of hunger, 

And when thou art rich thinke upon poverty and need. 

From the moming untill the evening the time is changed, 

And all things are soone done before the Lord. 

A wise man will feare in every thingj 

And in the day of sinning he will beware of offence : 

But a foole will not observe time. 

Every man of understanding knoweth wisedome, 

And wil give praise unto him that found her. 

They that were of understanding in sayings, became also 

wise themselves, 
And powred forth exquisite parables. 
Goe not after thy lustes. 
But refraine thy selfe from thine appetites. 
If thou givest thy soule the desires that please her. 
She will make thee a laughing atocke to thine enemies, that 

maligne thee. 
Take not pleasure in much good eheere. 
Neither be tyed to the expence thereof. 
Be not made a begger by banquetting upon borrowing. 
When thou hast nothing in thy purse. 
For thou shalt lie in waite for thy owne life : 
And be talked on. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

n that is given to drunki 
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CHAPTER 

A LABOURING « 
not be rich. 
And hee that contemneth small things shall fall 
by little and little. 
Wine and womeu will make men of understanding to fall wina uid 

away, woman sedoM ] 

And he that clenveth to harlots will become impudent. 

Mothes and wormea shall have him to heritage. 

And a bold man shall be taken away. 

He that is hasty to give credit is light minded. 

And he that sinneth shall offend against his owi 

Who so taketh pleasure in wickednesse shall be c 

But he that resisteth pleasures, crowneth his life. 

He that can rule Ids tongue shall live without strife. 

And he that hateth babbling, shall have lesse evill. 

Rehearse not unto imother that which is told unto thee. Say not &11 

And thou shalt fare never the worse. t*"™ hewegt. 

Whether it be to friend or foe, talk not of other mens 

And if thou canst without offence reveale them not. 

For he heard and observed thee. 

And when time commeth he will hate thee. 

If thou hast heard a word, let it die with thee. 

And be bold it will not burst thee. 

A foole travaileth with a word. 

As a woman in labour of a child. 

As an arrowe that sticketh in a mans thigh. 

So is a word within a fooles belly. 

Admonish a friend, it may be he hath not done it. 

And if he have [done it] that he doe it no more. 

Admonish thy friend, it may be be hath not said it, 

And if he have, that he speake it not againe. 

Admonish a friend : for many times it is a slander. 

And beleeve not every tale. 

There is one that slippeth in his speach, but not from his 

heart. 
And who is he that hath not offended with his tongue ? 
Admonish thy neighbour before thou threaten him, Roprove thy 

And not being angry give place to the Law of the most high, tnsnd witboat ] 
The feare of the Lord is the iirst step to be accepted [of him,] '^^^'■ 
And wisedome obtaineth his love. 
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The knowledge of the Commandments of the Lord, is the 

doctrine of life. 
And they that do things tlint please hiin, shall receive the 

fruit of the tree of immorlalitie. 
The feare of the Lord is all wisedome. 
And in all wisedome is the performance of the Law, and the 

knowledge of his oninipotencic. 
If a servant say to his master, I will not doe as it pleaseth thee. 
Though afterward hee due it, hee angereth him that nourish- 

eth him. 
The knowledge of wickednes is not wisedome. 
Neither at any time the counsell of sinners, prudence. 
There is a wickednesse, and the same an abomination. 
And there is a foole wanting in wisedome. 
He that hath smal understanding and feareth God, 
Is better then one that hath much wisedome, and trans- 

gresseth the Law of the most High. 
There is an exquisite subtilty, and the same is uniust. 
And there ia one that turneth aside to make iudgement 

appeare : 
And there is a wise man that iustitteth in iudgement. 
There is a wicked man that hangeth downe his head sadly ; 
But inwardly he is full of deceit. 

Catting downe his countenance, and making as if lie heard not: 
Where he is not knowen, he will do thee n mischiefc before 

thou be aware. 
And if for want of power hee be hindered from sinning. 
Yet when he lindeth opportunitie he wil doe evil. 
A man may bee knowen by his looke. 
And one that hath understanding, by his countenance, when 

thou meetest him. 
A roans attire, nnd excessive laughter, 
And gate, shew what he is. 

CHAPTER XX 

THERE is a reproofe that is not comely : 
Againe some man holdeth his tongue, and he is wise. 
It is much better to reproove, then to be angry 
.ecrelly. 
And he that confcsseth his fault, shall he preserved from 

hurt. 
How good is it when thou art reproved, to shew repentance ? 
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For so shalt thou escape wilfull einne. 

As is the lust of an Eunuch to deflnitre a virgine ; 

So is he that executeth iudgeinent with violence. 

There is one that keepeth silence and is found wise ; 

And another by much babling becomineth hatefull. 

Some man holdeth his tongue, because hee hath not to 

answere. 
And some keepeth silence, knowing his time. 
A wise man wU hold his tongue till he see opportunitie : 
But a babler and a foole will regard no time. 
He that useth many words shalbe abhorred ; 
And hee that taketh to himselfe authoritie therein, shalbe 

There is a sinner that hath good auccesse in eviU things ; 

And there is a gaine that tumeth to losse. 

There is a gift that shall not profit thee ; O 

And there is a gift whose recompence is double. *" 

There is an abasement because of glory ; 

And there is that lifteth up his head from a low estate. 

There is that buyeth much for a little, 

And repayeth it seven fold. 

A wise man by his words maketh himselfe beloved: 

But the graces of fooles shalbe powred out, 

The gift of a foole shall doe thee no good when thou hast it ; 

Neither yet of the envious for his necessitie : 

For hee looketh to receive many things for one. 

Hee giveth little ;ind upbraideth much ; 

He openeth his month like a crier ; 

To day he lendeth, and to morrow will he aske it againe : 

Such ao one is to be hated of God and man. 

The foole saith, I have no friends, 

I have no thanke for all my good deeds ; 

And they that ente my bread speake evill of mc. 

How oft, and of how many shall he be laughed to scoriie ? 

For hee knoweth not aright what it is to have ; 

And it is all one unto him, as if he had it not. 

To slip upon a pavement, is better then to slip v 

tongue : 

So, the fall of the wicked shall come speedily. 
An unseasonable tale will alwayes be in the mouth of the 

A wise sentence shall be reiected when it commeth out of a 
fools mouth : 
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For he will not speake it in due season. 

There is that is hindred from sinning theough want : 

Aiid when hee tuketh rest, he shall not be troubled. 

There is that destroyeth his owne soule through basbfulnesse, 

And hy accepting of persons uverthroweth himselfe. 

There is that for bashfulnes promiseth to his friend. 

And maketh him his enemy for nothing. 

A lie is a foule blot iJi a man, 

Yet it is continually in the mouth of the unUught 

A thiefe is better then ji man that is accustomed to lie : 

But they both shall have destruction to heritage. 

The disposition of a liar is dishonourable, 

And his shame is ever with him. 

shall promote himselfe to honour with his words : 
And hee that hath understanding, will please great men. 
He that tilleth his land, shall increase his heape : 
And he that pleaseth great men, shal get pardon for iniquity. 
Presents and gifls blind the eyes of the wise. 
And stoppe up his mouth that he cannot reproovc. 
Wisedome that is hidde, and treasure that is hoarded up. 
What profit is in them both ? 
Better is he that hideth his folly, 

that hideth his wisedome. 
Necessary patience in seeking the Lord, 
Ib better then he that leadeth his life without a guide. 
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hast thou sinned ? doe so no more. 

But aske pardon for thy former sinnes. 

Flee from sinne as from the face of a Serpent; 
For if thou commest too neere it, it will bite thee ; 
The teeth thereof, are as the teeth of a lyoa. 
Slaying the soules of men. 
All iniquitie is as a two edged sword. 
The wounds whereof cannot be healed. 
To terrific and doe wrong, will waste riches : 
Thus the house of proude men shalbe made desolate. 
A prayer out of a poore mans mouth reacheth to the ear 

And his iudgement commeth speedily. 

He that hateth to be reprooved, is in the way of sinners: 
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But hee that feareth the Lord, will repent from hia heart. CHAPTBK^ 

An eloquent man is kaowen farre and neere, XXI 

But a man of understanding knowetb when he slippeth. 

He that buitdeth his house with other mens money. 

Is like one that gathereth himselfe stones for the tombe of 
his burial), 

The congregation of the wicked is like tow wrapped together; Theendeof the J 

And the end of them ia a flame of fire to destroy them. uniiut ibtil b« , 

The way of sinners is made plaine with stones. 

But at the end thereof is the pit of hell. 

Hee that keepeth the Law of the Lord, getteth the under- 
standing thereof: 

And the perfection of the feare of the Lord, is wisedome. 

He that is not wise, will not be taught: 

But there is a wisedome which muitiplieth bittemesse. 

The knowledge of a wise man shall abound like a flood : 

And his counsell is like a pure fountaine of life. 

The inner parts of a foole, are like a broken vessel). 

And he will holde no knowledge as long as he liveth, 

If a skilfull man heare a wise word, 

Hee will commend it, and adde unto it : 

But assoone as one of no understanding heareth it, it dis- 
please th him. 

And he casteth it bebinde his backe. 

Tlie talking of a foole is like a burden in the way : 

But grace shall be found in the lips of the wise. 

They inquire at the mouth of the wise man in the congrega- 

And they shall ponder his words in their heart. 
As is a house that is destroyed, so is wisedome to a foole : 
And the knowledge of the unwise, is as talke without sense. 
Doctrine unto fooles, is as fetters on the feete. 
And like manacles on the right hand. 
A foole lifteth up his voyce with laughter. 
But a wise man doeth scarce smile alitle. 
Learning is unto a wise man, as an ornament of gold. 
And like a bracelet upon his right arme. 
A foolish mans foote is soone in his [neighbours] house : 
But a man of experience is ashamed of him. 
A foole will peepe in at the doore into the house. 
But he that is well nurtured, will stand without 
It is the rudenesse of a man to hearken at the doore .- 
But a wise man will be grieved with the disgrace. 
: AA 185 
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The lips of talkers will bee telliag such things as 

not unto them ; 
But the words of such as have understanding, are wci 

the ballance. 
The heart of fooles is in their mouth, 
But the mouth of the wise is in their heart. 
When the ungodly curseth Satan, 
He curseth his owne soule. 
A whisperer de5Ieth his owne soule, 
And is hated wheresoever hee dwelleth. 

CHAPTER XXII 
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n is compared to a filthy stone, 
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ASLOUTHFUL n 
And every one w 
A slouthfull I 
dunghill : 
Every man that takes it up, will shake 
An evil) nurtured sonne is the dishonour of his father 

begate him : 
And a [foolish] daughter is home to his losse. 
A wise daughter shall bring an inheritance to her husband : 
But shee that liveth dishonestly, is her fathers lieavinesse. 
Shee that is bold, dishonoureth both her father and her 

husband. 
But they both shall despise her. 
A tale out of season [is as] musick in mourning : 
But stripes and correction of wisedome are never out of time. 
Who so teacheth a foole, is as one that gleweth a potsheard 

together. 
And as hee that waketh one from a sound sleepe. 
Hee that telleth a tale to a foole, speaketh to one in a slumber: 
When hee hath told his Ule, he will say, Whot is the matter? 
If children live honestly, and have wherwithall. 
They shall cover the basenesse of their parents, 
But children being haughtie through disdaine, and want of 

nurture. 
Doe staine the nobilitie of their kinred. 
,Weepe for the dead, for hee hath lost the light : 
And weepe for the foole, for he wanteth understanding ; 
Make litle weeping for the dead, for hee is at rest : 
But the life of the foole is worse then death. 
Seven dayes doe men moume for him that is dead ; 
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But for a footer and an ungodly man, all the dayei of his life. 

Talke not much with a foole. 

And goe not to him that hath no understanding. 

Beware of him lest thou have trouble, 

And thou shalt never be defiled with his fooleries: 

Depart from him, and thou shalt find rest. 

And never bee disquieted with madnesse. 

What is heavier then lead ? 

And what is the name thereof, but a foole P 

Sand, and saJt, and a masse of yron is easier to beare 

Then a man without understanding. 

As timber girt and bound together in a building, cannot be Theiriie 

loosed with shaking ; heart will i 

So the heart that is stablished by advised counsel, shal feare "' 

A heart setled upon a thought of understanding. 

Is as a faire plaistering on the wall of a gallerie. 

Pales set on an high place will never stand against the wind : 

So a feareful heart in the imagination of a foole, can not 

stand against any feare. 
He that pricketh the eye, wil make teares to fall : 
And he that pricketh the heart, maketh it to shewe her 

knowledge. 
Who so casteth a stone at the birds, frayeth them oway, What will 
And he that upbraideth his friend, breaketh friendship. » Wend. 

Though thou drewest a sword at thy friend, yet despaire not, 
For there may be a returning {to favour.) 
If thou hast opened thy mouth against thy friend, feare not. 
For there may be a reconciliation : 
Except for upbraiding, or pride, or disclosing of secrets, or 

a treacherous wonnd. 
For, for these things every friend will depart. 
Be faithfull to thy neighbour in his povertie. 
That thou mayest reioyce in his prosperitie : 
Abide stedfast unto him in the time of his trouble, 
That thou mayest bee heire with him in his heritage ; 
For a meane estate is not alwayes to be contemned. 
Nor the rich that is foolish, to be had in admiration. 
As the vapour and smoke of a furnace goeth before the fire 
So reviling before blood. 
I will not be ashamed to defend a friend : 
Neither will I hide my selfe from him. 
And if any evill happen unto me by him, 
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Every one that heareth it will beware of him. 
Who shall set h watch before my mouth. 
And a scale of wisedome upon my lippes, 
That I fall not suddenly by them, and that my tongue 
destroy me not ? 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

I LO RD, father and govcmour of all my whole life, 
Leave me not to their counsels, 
And let me not fall by them. 
Who will set scourges over my thoughts. 
And the discipline of wisedome over mine heart ^ 
That they spare me not for mine ignorances 
And it passe not by my sinnes ; 
Least mine ignorances increase. 
And my ainnes abound to my destruction, 
And 1 fall before mine adversaries. 
And mine enemic reioyce over mee. 
Whose hope is farre from thy mercy. 
O Lord, father and God of my life, 
Give me not a proud looke, 

But tume away from thy servants nlwaies a haughty minde : 
Tume away from mee vaine hopes, and concupiscence. 
And thou shalt hold him up that is desirous alwaies to serve 

thee. 
Let not the greedinesse of the belly, nor lust of the flesh 

take hold of me. 
And give not over me thy servant into an impudent minde. 
Heare, O yee children, the discipline of the mouth : 
He that keepeth it, shall never be taken in his lippes. 
The sinner shall be left in his foolishnesse : 
Both the evill speaker and the proud shall fall thereby. 
Accustorae not thy mouth to swearing : 
Neither use thy selfe to the naming of the holy one. 
For as a servant that is continually beaten, shall not be 

without a blew marke : 
So hee that sweareth and nameth God continually, shal not 

be faultlesse. 
A man that useth much swearing shall be filled with 

And the plague shall never depart from his hou 
If he shall oSend, his sinne shall be upon him : 
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And if he acknowledge not his sinne, bee m&ketb a double CHAPTfll 
offence, XXIII 

And if he sweare in vaine, he shall not be innocent, 

But his house shall be full of calamities. 

There is a word that is clothed about with death : 

God grauot that it be not found in the heritage of lacob, 

For ail such things shall be farve from the godly, 

And they shall not wallow in their sinnes. 

Use not thy mouth to unteniperate swearing. 

For therein is the "ord of sinne. 

Remember thy father and thy mother, b 

When thou sittest among great men. "i 

Be not forgetfull before them. 

And so thou by thy custome become a foole, 

And wish that thou hadst not beene borne, 

And curse the day of thy nativitie. 

The man that is accustomed to opprobrious words. 

Will never be reformed all the dates of his life. 

Two sorts of men multiply sinne, O 

And the third will bring wrath : o' 

A hot minde is as a burning fire, it will never be quenched 
till it be consumed: 

A fomicatour in the body of his flesh, will never cease till 
he hath kindled a fire. 

All bread is sweete to u whoremonger, 

He will not leave off till he die. 

A man that breaketh wedlocke. 

Saying thus in his heart. Who seeth me ? 

I am compassed about with darknesse : the walles cover me ; 

And no body seeth me, what neede 1 to feare .' 

The most high wil not remember my sinnes : 

Such a man only feareth the eies of men. 

And knoweth not that the eies of the Lord are tenne thou- 
sand times brighter then the Sunne, 

Beholding all the waiea of men. 

And considering the most secret parts. 

He knew all things ere ever they were created. 

So also after they were periited, he looked upon them all : 

This man shall bee punished in the streets of the citie. 

And where he suspecteth not, he shall be taken. 

Thus shall it goe also with the wife, that leaveth her husband, 

And bringeth in an heire by another: 

For first she hath disobeyed the Law of the moBt High : 
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CHAPTER And secondly, she hath trespassed against her owne husbi 

XXIII And thirdly, she hath played the whore in adultery. 

The kdoltraae And brought children by another man. 

wifeaiimeUi Shee shall be brought out into the congregation, 

nMDj WW. ^^j inquisition shalbe made of her children. 

Her children shall not take root. 

And her branches shall bring foorth no fruit. 

She shall leave her niemorie to be cursed, 

And her reproch shall not be blotted out. 

And they that rem«ine, shall know that there is nothing 
better then the feare of the Lord, 

And that there is nothing sweeter then to take heed unto 
the Commandement of the Lord. 

It is great glory to follow the Lord, 

And to be received of him is long life. 

CHAPTER XXIIII 
1 T ~r-r 7-ISEDOME shall praise her selfe, 

^y And shall glory in the midst of her people. 

In the Congregation of the most high, shall she 
open her mouth. 
And triumph before his power. 
'' I came out of the mouth of the most High, 
And covered the earth as a cloud. 
I dwelt in high places. 
And my throne is in a cloudy pillar. 
. I alone compassed the circuit of heaven. 
And walked in the bottome of the deepej 
In the waves of the sea, and in all the earth. 
And in every people, and nation, I got a possession. 
With all these ! sought rest : 
And in whose inheritance shall I abide? 
So the creatour of all things gave mee a commandement. 
And hee that made me, caused my tabernacle to rest : 
And said. Let thy dwelling be in lacob, 
And thine inheritance in Israel. 
"" Hee created mee from the beginning before the world. 
And I shall never faile. 

In the holy Tabernacle I served before him : 
And so was I established in Sion. 
Likewise in the beloved citie he gave mee rest, 
And in lerusalem was my power. 
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CHAPTER 

XXI 11 1 

Her glorj, 



And 1 tooke roote in an honourable people. 

Even in the portion of the Lords inheritance. 

1 was exalted like a Cedar in Lib&nus, 

And as a Cypresse tree upon the mountaines of Hennon. 

1 was exalted like a palme tree in Engaddi, 

And as a rose-plant in lericho. 

As a faire olive tree in a pleasant fielde, 

And grew up as a planetree by the water. 

I gave a sweete smell like cinamon, and aspalathus. 

And 1 yeelded a. pleasant odour like the best mirrhe. 

As Galbanum and Onix, and sweet Storax, 

And as the fume of franckincense in the Tabernacle. 

As the Turpentine tree, 1 stretched out my branches. 

And my branches are the branches of honour and grace. 

As the Vine brought I foorth pleasant savour. Hoc fruit. 

And my flowers are the fruit of honour and riches. 

1 am the mother of faire love, and feare, and knowledge, 

and holy hope, 
J I therefore being eternall, am given to all my children which 

are named of him. 
Come unto me all ye that be de.sirous of mee. 
And fill your selves with my fruits. 
For my memorial is sweeter then hony. 
And mine inheritance then the hony combe. 
They that eate mee shall yet be hungry. 
And they that drinke me shall yet be thirstie. 
He that obeyeth me, shall never be confounded. 
And they that worke by me, shall not doe amisse. 
All these things are the booke of the Covenant of the most 

high God, 
£ven the Law which Moses commanded for an heritage unlo 

the Congregations of lacob. 
Faint not to bee strong in the Lord ; 
That he may con6rrae you, cleave unto him : 
For the Lonl Almightie is God alone. 
And besides him there is no other Saviour. 
He filleth all things with his wisdome, as Physon, 
And as Tigris in the time of the new fruits. 
He maketh the understanding to abound like Euphrates, Qei inorewe, 
And as lorden in the time of the harvest. and perfeetion. 

He maketh the doctrine of knowledge appeare as the light. 
And as Geon in the time of vintage. 
The first man knew her not perfectlv : 
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e shall the last finde her out. 
For her thoughts are more then the Sea, 
And her counsels profounder then the great deepe. 
I also came out as a brookc from a river, 
And as a conduit into a garden. 
I said, I will water my best garden, 
And will water abundantlj' my garden bedde : 
And loe, my brooke became a river. 
And my river became n sea. 

1 will yet make doctrine to shine as the morning. 
And will send forth her light afarre off, 
I will yet powre out doctrine as prophecie. 
And leave it to all ages for ever. 
Behold that 1 have not laboured for my selfe onely. 
But for all them that seeke wisedome. 



CHAPTER XXV 

fN three things 1 was beautified. 

And stoode up beautiful, both before God and 

The unitie of brethren, the love of neighbours, 
' a wife that agree together. 
Three sorts of men ray soule hateth, 
And 1 am greatly otTended at their life : 
A poore man that is proud, n rich man that is a lyar. 
And nn olde adulterer that doteth. 
If thou hast gathered nothing in thy youth, 
How canst thou finde any thing in thine age ? 
Uh how comely a thing is iudgement for gray haires. 
And for ancient men to know counsell ? 
Oh how comely is the wisedome of olde men, 
And understanding and counsel! to men of honour ? 
Much experience is the crowne of olde men. 
And the feare of God is their glory. 
There be nine things which 1 have iudged in mine heart to 

be happy. 
And the tenth I will utter with my tongue : 
A man that hath ioy of his children. 
And he that liveth to see the fall of his enemie. 
Well is him that dwelleth with a wife of understanding. 
And that hath not slipped with his tongue. 
And that hath not served a man more unworthy then 

himselfe, 
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Well is him that hath found prudence. 

And he that speaketh in the eares of him that will heave. 

Oh how great is he that findeth wisedome ! 

Yet is there none above him that feareth the Lord, 

But the love of the Lord passeth all things for illumination : 

He that holdeth it, whereto shall he be likened ? 

The feare of the Lord is the beginning of his love ; 

And faith is the beginning of cleaving unto him. 

[Give mee] any plague, but the plague of the heart ; Nothing worn 

And any wickednesse, but the wickednesse of a womiin. ^^'^ •* wiokod 

And any affliction, but the affliction from them that hate me : *° 

And any revenge, but the revenge of enemies. 

There is no head above the head of a serpent, 

And there is no wrath above the wrath of a 

I had rather dwell with n lyon and a dragon. 

Then to keepe house with a wicked woman. 

The wickednesse of a woman changeth her face. 

And darkeneth her countenance like aackecloth. 

Her husband shall sit among his neighbours : 

And when hecheareth it, shall sigh bitterly. 

All wickednesse is but little to the wickednesse of a woman : 

Let the portion of a sinner fall cipon her. 

As the climbing up a sandie way is to the feete of the aged, 

So is u wife full of words to a cjuiet man. 

Stumble not at the beautie of :i woman, 

And desire her not for pleasure. 

A woman, if shee maiutalne her husband, 

Is full of uriger, impudencie, and much repruch. 

A wicked woman nbateth the courage, 

Maketh a heavie countenance, and n wounded heart ; 

A woman that will not comfort her husband in distrcsse, 

Maketh weake hands, and feeble kneea. 

Of the woman came the beginning of sinne. 

And through her wee all die. 

Give the water no passage ; 

Neither a wicked woman libertle to gad abrond. 

If she goe not as thou wouldest have ber. 

Cut her off from thy flesh, 

And give her a bill of divorce, and let her goe. 
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CHAPTER SXM 
LESSED is tbc m>n that batii > Totatw wife. 
For the DHiiber at' tus d»jt» shMil be dauUe. 



Ana be sbaU foUD the jenes of Im fife ■ pncc^ 

A good wife n a good port i on, 

WUcfa shAU be gmn in the pqrtMB of then that feare the 

Lord. 
Whether • man be ridi or poore. 
If be have a good heart towuda the Lord, be thai) at all 

tiBes WKiofCt with a cbeeicAiU ooontenaiiee. 
There bee three thinp that Biae heart featctfa : 
And &r the fenrtfa 1 was sece afiaid : 
The (lander of a ettie, the gatherii^ together of an uiralj 

mahitade, and a Gibe acensation : 
All tbeK are worse tbeo death. 
Bat a griefe of heart and soirow, is a woman that is ielona 

orer another woaiaii. 
And a acourge of the tongue which commiinicatetfa withalL 
An eril wife is a joke shaken tu and fro x 
He that hath hoIiJ of her, is as though he held a scoipion. 
A dmnken woman and a gadder abroad, causeth great anger. 
And sbee will not cover her owoe shame. 
The whordome of a woman mav be knowen in her hanghty 

lookes. 
And eye lids. 

If thy daughter be shamelesse, keepe her in straitly : 
Lest she abuse her selfe through overmuch libertie. 
Watch over an impudent eye ; 
And marveile not, if shee trespasse against thee. 
Shee will open her mouth as a thirstie traveller, when he 

hath found a fountaine ; 
And drinke of every water neere her : 
By every hedge will she sit downe. 
And open her quiver against every arrow. 
The grace of a wife delighteth her husband. 
And her discretion will fat his bones. 
A silent and loving woman is a gift of the Lord, 
And there is nothing so much worth, as a mind well in- 
structed. 
A shamefafit and faithfull woman is a double grace, 
And her continent mind cannot be valued. 
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As the Sunne when it ariseth in the high heaven : 

So is the beautie of a good wife in the ordering of her house. 

Ab the cleare light is upon the holy candlesUcke : 

So is the beautie of the face in ripe age. 

As the golden pillars are upon the sockets of silver: 

So are the faire feete with a constant heart. 

My Sonne, keepe the flowre of thine age sound : 

And give not thy strength to strangers, 

When thou hast gotten a fruitful! possession through all the 

field: 
Sowe it with thine owne seede, trusting in the goodnesse of 

thy stoeke. 
So thy race which thou leavest shalbe magnified, 
Having the confidence of their good descent. 
An harlot shall bee accounted as spittle : 
But a raaried woman is a towre against death to her husband. 
A wicked woman is given as a portion to a wicked man ; 
But a godly woman is given to him that feareth the Lord. 
A dishonest woman contemneth shame. 
But an honest woman will reverence her husband. 
A shamelesse woman shalbe coiinted as a dog : 
But she that is shamefast will feare the Lord. 
A woman that honourcth her husband, shall bee iudged wise 

of all : 
But she that dishonoureth him in her pride, shall be counted 

ungodly of all. 
A loude crying woman, and a scolde, 
Shall be sought out to drive away the enemies. 
There be two things that grieve my heart : 
And the third maketh me angry : 
A roan of warre that suSereth poverty. 
And men of understanding that are not set by : 
And one that retumeth from righteousnesse to sinm 
The Lord prepareth such a one for the sword. 
A merchant shall hardly keepe himselfe from doing 
And an huckster shall not be freed from sinne. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 

ANY have sinned for a smal matter : 
And he that seeketh for abundance w 
eies away. 

ile sticketh fast betweene the ioynings of the stones : 
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So doth ainne sticke close betweene buying and setting, 
Unlesse a man liold himselfe diligently in the feare of the 

Lord, 
His house shall soone be overthrowen. 
As when one sifteth with a sieve, the refuse remaineth, 
So the mth of man in his talke. 
The furnace prooveth the potters vessell : 
So the triult of man is in his reasoning. 
The fruite declareth if the tree have beene dressed : 
So is the utterance of a conceit in the heart of man. 
Praise no mun before thou hearest him spenke, 
For this is the trial) of men. 
If thou followest righteousnesse, thou shalt obtaine her, 
And put her on, as a glorious long robe. 
The birds will resort unto their like. 
So will truth retume unto them thiit practise in her. 
As the Lyon lieth in waite for the pray : 
So sinne for them that worke iniquity. 
The discourse of a godly raan is alwaies with wisedome : 
But a foole changeth as the Moone. 
If thou he among the undiscreet, observe the time : 
But be continually among men of understanding. 
The discourse of fooles is irksome. 
And their sport is in the wantonnesae of sione. 
The talke of him that sweareth much, maketh the haire 

stand upright: 
And their braules make one stop his eares. 
The strife of the proud is blood-shedding. 
And their revilings are grievous to the eare. 
Who so diacoverelh secrets, looseth his credit : 
And shall never find friend to his minde. 
Love thy friend, and be faithfuH unto liim : 
But if thou bewrayest his secrets, follow no more after him. 
For as a man h.'ith destroyed his enemie ; 
So hast thou lost the love of thy neighbour. 
As one that letteth a bird goe out of his hand. 
So hast thou let thy neighbour goe, and shalt not get him 

againe. 
Follow after him no more, for he is loo far off, 
He is as ii roe escaped out of the snare. 
As for a wound it may be bound up, and nfter reviling there 

may be reconcilement : 
But he that bewrayeth secrets is without hope. 
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He that winketh with the eies worketh evil. 

And he that knoweth him will depart from him. XXV 

When thou art present he will speake sweetly, 

And will admire thy words: 

But at the last he will writhe his mouth. 

And slander thy sayings. 

I have hated many things, but nothing like him, 

For the Lord will hate him. 

Who so casteth a stone on high, casteth it on his owne head, Reo ttut 

And a deceitfull stroke shall make wounds. ""i^'tK? P 

Who so diggeth a pit shall fall therein : J^\;»" 

And he that selteth a trap shall be taken therein. 

He that worketh mischiefe, it shall fall upon him, 

And he shnll not know whence it eommeth. 

Mockery and reproach are from the proud : 

But vengeance as .1 Lyon shall lie in waite for them. 

They that reioyce at the fall of the righteous shalbe taken In 

the snare. 
And anguish shall consume them before they die. 
Malice and wrath, even these are abhominations. 
And the sinfull man shall have them both. 

CHAPTER XXVni 

HE that revengeth shall find vengeance from the Lord, Against 
And he will surelykeepe his ainnes(in remembrance.) fovenge, 
Forgive thy neighbour the hurt that he hath done 
unto thee. 
So shall thy sinnes also be forgiven when thou prayest. 
One man beareth hatred against another, 
And doeth he seeke pardon from the Lord .'' 
Hee sheweth no mercy to a man, which is like bimselfe ; 
And doeth hee nske forgivenesse of his owne sinnes ? 
If he that is but ffesh nourish hatred. 
Who will intreat for pardon of his sinnes .' 
Remember thy end, and let enimitie cease, 
[Remember] corruption and death, and nbide in the Com- 

mHndements. 
Remember the Commaundements, and Iieare no malice to 

thy neighbour : 
[Remember] the Covenant of the highest, and winke at 

ignorance. 
Ahstaine from strife, and thou Bh«lt diminish thy sinnes : QuarreUing, 
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For a furious man will kindle strife. 

A sinfull man disquieteth friends, 

And maketh debate among them that be at peace. 

As the matter of the fire is, so it bumeth : 

And as a mans strength is, so is his wrath. 

And according to his riches his anger riseth. 

And the stronger they are which contend, the moi 

will be inflamed. 
An hastie contention kindleth a fire. 
And an hasty fighting sheddeth blood. 
If thou blow the sparke, it shall bume : 
If thou spit upon it, it shall be quenched. 
And both these come out of thy mouth. 
Curse the whisperer, and double tongued ; 
For such have destroyed many that were at peace. 
A backbiting tongue hath disquieted many. 
And driven them from nation to nation. 
Strong cities hath it pulled down. 
And overthrow en the houses of great men, 
A backbiting tongue hath cast out vertuous women, 
And deprived them of their labours. 
Who so hearkeneth unto it, shall never finde rest, 
And never dwel quietly. 

The stroke of the whip maketh markes in the flesh. 
But the stroke of the tongue breaketh the bones. 
Many have fallen by the edge of the sword : 
But not so many as have fallen by the tongue. 
Well is hee that is defended from it. 
And hath not passed through the venime thereof: 
Who hath not drawen the yoke thereof. 
Nor hath bene bound in her bands. 
For the yoke thereof is a yoke of yron. 
And the bands thereof are bandes of brasse, 
The death therof is an evil death, 
The grave were better then it. 
It shall not have rule over them that feare God, 
Neither shall they be burnt with the flame thereof, 
Such as forsake the Lord shall fall into it. 
And it shall bume in them, and not be quenched, 
It shalbe sent upon them as a Lion, 
And devoure them as n Leopard. 
Lookc that thou hedge thy possession iibout with thomts, I 
And binde up thy silver and gold : 
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And weigh thy words in a ballance, 

And make a doore and barre for thy mouth. 

Beware thou slide not by it. 

Lest thou fall before him that lieth in wait. 



CHAl'TER XXIX 

HEE that is merciful], will lende unto his neighbour, 
And hee that strengthneth his hande, keepeth the 
Gsmmandemeiits. 
Lend to thy neighbour in time of his need, y 

And pay thou thy neighbour itgaine in due season. nt 

Keepe thy word and deale faithfully with him, "' 

And thou shalt alwaies finde the thing that is necessary for 

thee. 
Many when a thing was lent them, reckoned it to be found, bi 
And put them to trouble that helped them. m 

Till he hath received, he will kisse a mans hand : {l 

And for his neighbours money he will spcake submissely : 
But when he should repay, he will prolong the time, 
And returne words of griefe, and comptaine of the time. 
If he prcvaile, he shall hardly receive the halfe. 
And he will count as if he had found it : 
If not ; he hath deprived him of his money. 
And he hath gotten him an enemy without cause ; 
He payeth him with cursings, and raylings: 
And for tionour he will pay him disgrace. 
Many therefore have refused to lend for other mens ill 

dealing, 
Fearing to be defrauded. 

Yet have thou patience with a man in poore estate. 
And delay not to shew him mercy. 

Heipe the poore for the commandements sake, o 

And turne him not away because of his povertie. 
Lose thy money for thy brother and thy friend. 
And let it not rust under a stone to be lost. 
Lay up thy treasure according to the commandements of the 

most high. 
And it shall bring thee more protite then golde. 
Shut up almes in thy storehouses : 
And it shall deliver thee from all affliction. 
It shal fight for thee against thine enemies. 
Better then a mightie shield and strong speare. 
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An honect roan is suretie for his neighbour : 

But hee th«t is impudent, will forsake him. 

Forget not the friendship of thy suretie : 

For bee hath gi«en his life for thee. 

A sinner will overthrow the good estate of his suKtie : 

And be that is of aa unthaukfull minde, 

Will leave him in [danger] that delirered him. 

Snretiship hath undone many of good estate. 

And ihaked them «s a wave of the Sea : 

Migbtie men hath it driren from their houses, 

So that they waodred among strange nations. 

A wicked man tranigresBing the command em en ts of the Lord, 1 

shall fall into soretiship : 
And hee that undertaketh and followeth other mens I: 

nesse for gaine, shall fall into suits. 
Helpe thy neighbour according to thy power. 
And beware that thou thy selfe fall not into the same. 
The cbiefe thing for bfe is water and bread. 
And clothing, nnd an house to cover shame. 
Better is the life of a poore man in a meane cottage, 
Then delicate fare in another man« house. 
Be it little or much, holde thee contented, 
That thou heare not the reprocb of thy house. 
For it is a miserable bfe to goe from bouse to house ; 
Forwhere thou art a stranger, thou darest not open thy raontli. ] 
Thou sbalt entertajne and feast, and have no tbankea: 
Moreover, thou shalt beare bitter words. 
Come thou stranger, and furnish a table. 
And feede me of that thou hast ready. 
Give place thou stranger to an honourable man, 
My brother commeth to be lodged, and I have neede 

These things are grievous to a man of understanding : 

The upbraiding of house-roome, and reproching of the lender. J 



CHAPTER XXX 

HEE that toveth his sonne, causeth him oft to feele the 
rodde. 
That hee may have ioy of him in the end. 
He that chastiseth his sonne, shall have ioy in him. 
And shall reioyce of him among his acquaintance. 
He thai teacheth his sonne, grieveth the eneroie : 
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And before his friencls he shall reioyce of him. CHAl 

Though his father die, yet he is as though hee were not dead : XXX 

For hee hath left one behinde him that is like himselfe, 

While he lived, he saw and reioyced in him : 

And when he died hee was not sorrowful!. 

He left behinde him an avenger against his enemies, 

And one that shall requite kiodnesse to his friends. 

He that maketh too much of his sonne, shall biude up his and not to 

wounds, oookor thorn. 

And his bowels wil be troubled at every cry. 
An horse not broken becommeth headstrong : 
And a childe left to himselfe will be wilful). 
Cocker thy childe, and hee shall make thee afraid : 
Play with him, and he will bring thee to heavjnesse. 
Laugh not with him, lest thou have sorrow with him^ 
And lest thou gnash thy teeth in the end. 
Give tiim no liberty in his youth. 
And winke not at his follies. 
Bow downe his necke while hee is young. 
And beate him on the sides white he is a childe, ' 

Lest hee wuxe stubbome, and be disobedient unto thee. 
And so bring sorrow to thine heart. 
Chastise thy sonne, and hold him to labour, 
Lest his lewd behaviour be an offence unto thee. 

Better is the poore being sound and strong of constitution, Healib is b«t< 
Then a rich man that is afflicted in his body. then wnlth. 

Health and good state of body are above all gold, 
And a strong body above infinite wealth, 
There is no riches above a sound body, 
And no ioy above the ioy of the heart. 
Death is better then a bitter life, or continuall sickenesse. 
Delicates powred upon a mouth shut up. 
Are as messes of meat set upon a grave. 
What good doth the offering unto an idole? 
For neither can it eat nor smell : 
So is he that is persecuted of the Lord. 
Hee seeth with his eyes and gronetb. 
As an Eunuch that embraceth a virgine, and sigheth. 
Give not over thy mind to heavinesse. 
And afflict not thy selfe in thine owne counsell. 
The gladnesse of the heart is the life of man, 
And the ioyfulnes of a man prolongeth his dayes. 
Love thine owne soule, and comfort thy heart, 
; : CC 801 



Heulth and U 
am ahorteoed 
by grieto. 



ECCLESIASTICUS 

Remove sorrow far from thee : 

For sorrow hath killed many. 

And there is no profit therein. 

Envie And wrath shorten the life. 

And carefulnesse bringeth age before the time. 

A cherefuU and good heart 

Will have a care of his meat and diet. 



Of moderstioD 
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CHAPTEH XXXI 
TATCHING for riches, consumeth the fiesh. 

And the care therof driveth away aleepe. 

Watching care wilt not let a man slumber. 
As a sore disease breaketh sleepe. 

The rich hath great labour in gathering riches together. 
And when he resteth, he is filled with his delicates. 
The poore Jaboureth in his poore estate, 
And when be leaveth off, bee is still needie. 
He that loveth gold shall not bee iustified. 
And he that followeth corruption, shall have enough thereof. 
Gold hath bill the ruine of many, 
And their destruction was present. 
It is a stumbling block unto them that sacrifice unto it, 
And every foole shall be taken therewith. 
Blessed is the rich that is found without blemish. 
And hath not gone after gold : 
Who is he ? and we will call him blessed : 
For wonderfull things hath bee done among his people. 
Who hath bene tried thereby, and found perfit ? 
Then let him glory. 

Who might offend and hath not offended, 
Or done evill, and hath not done it.' 
His goods shall be established. 
And the congregation shall declare his almes. 
If thou sit at a bountifuU table, bee not greedy upon it. 
And say not, There is much meate on it. 
Remember that a wicked eye is an evill thing : 
And what is created more wicked then an eye ? 
Therefore it weepeth upon every occasion. 
Stretch not thine hand whithersoever it looketh. 
And thrust it not with him into the dish, 
ludge of thy neighbour by thy aelfe : 
And be discreet in every point. 



ECCLESIASTICUS 

Eate as it becommeth a man those things which are set 

before thee r 
And devoiire not, lest thou be hated. 
Leave off first for maners sake. 
And be not unsatiable, lest thou olfend. 
When thou sittest among many, 
Reach not thine hand out first of all. 
A very litle is sufficient for a man well nurtured, 
And he fetcheth not his wind short upon his bed. 
Sound sleepe commeth of moderate eating : 
He riseth early, and his wits are with him, 
But the paine of watching and choller. 
And pangs of the bellie are with an unsatiable man. 
And if thou hast bin forced to eate. 
Arise, goe forth, vomit, and thou shalt have rest. 
My Sonne, heare me, and despise me not, 
And at the last thou shalt finde as I told thee : 
Id all thy workes bee quicke. 
So shall there no sick en esse come unto thee. 
Who so is liberall of his meat, men shall speake well of 

And the report of his good housekeeping will be beleeved. 
But against him that is a niggard of fais meate, the whole 

citie shall murmure ; 
And the testimonies of bis niggardnesse shall not be 

doubted of 
Shew not thy valiantnesse in wine. 
For wine hath destroyed many. 
The furnace prooveth the edge by dipping: 
So doth wine the hearts of the proud by drunkennesse. 
Wine is as good as life to a man if it be drunke moderatly ; 
What life is then to a man that is without wine ? 
For it was made to make men glad. 
Wine measurably drunke, and in season, 
Bringeth gladnesse of the heart and cheerefulnesse of the 



vith excesse, maketh bittemesse of the 



linde. 
But wine drunken * 

With brawling and quarreling. 

Drunkennesse increaseth the rage of a foole till he offend, 

It diminisheth strength, and mdfceth wounds. 

Rebuke not thy neighbour at the wine. 

And despise him not in his mirth : 
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n (to drinke.) 



Give him no despitefull words. 

And presse not upon him with urging i 

CHAPTER XXXII 

IF thou be made the master (of the feast) 
Lift not thy selfe up. 
But bee among them as one of the rest, 
Take diligent care for them, and so sit downe. 
And when thou hast done all thy office, take thy place 
That thou mayest be merry with them. 
And receive a crowne for thy well ordering of the feast. 
Speake thou that art the elder, for it becometh thee, but 

with sound iudgement. 
And hinder not musicke. 

Powre not out words where there is a musitian. 
And shew not forth wisedome out of time. 
A consort of musicke in a banket of wine. 
Is as a signet of Carbuncle set in gold. 
As a signet of an Emeraud set in a worke of gold^ 
So is the meloilie of musicke with pleasant wine. 
Speake yong man, if there be need of thee : 
And yet scarsely when thou art twise asked : 
Let thy speach be short, comprehending much in few wordi^ 
Be as one that knoweth, and yet holdeth his tongue. 
If thou he among great men, make not thy selfe equall with 

them, 
And when ancient men are in place, use not many words. 
Before the thunder goeth lightening ; 
And before a shamefast man shall goe favour. 
Rise up betimes, and be not the last : 
But get thee home without delay. 
There take thy pastime, and do what thou wilt ; 
But sinne not by proud speach. 
And for these things blesse him that made thee. 
And hath replenished thee with his good things. 
Who so feareth the Lord, will receive his discipline. 
And they that seeke him early, shall find favour. 
He that seeketh the law, shall be filled therewith ; 
But the hypocrite will be offended thereat. 
They that feare the Lord shall find iudgement. 
And shall kindle justice as a lighL 
A sinluU man will not be reproved, 
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But findeth an excuse according to his will. 

A man of counsell will be considerate. 

But a strange and proud man is not daunted with feare, 

Even when of himselfe he bath done without couusell. 

Doe nothing without advice, 

And when thou hast occe done, repent not 

Goe not in a way wherein thou maiest fall. 

And stumble not among the stones. 

Be not confident in a plaine way. 

And beware of thine owne children. 

In every good worke trust thy owne soule : 

For this is the keeping of the cotnmandements. 

He that beleeveth in the Lord, taketh heed to the com- 

mandementj 
And he that trusted in him, shall fare never the worse. 



CHAPTER 1 
XXXIl 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 

THERE shall no evill happen unto him that feareth the The satttj 
Lord, fi^Uitt^* 

But in temptation even againe he nil deliver him. Lord. 
A wise man hateth not the Law, 
But he that is an hypocrite therein, is as n ship ii 
A man of understanding trusteth in the Law, 
And the Law is faithfull unto him, as an oracle. 
Prepare what to say, and so thou shalt be heard, 
And binde up instruction, and then make answere. 
The heart of the foolish is like a cartwheele : 
And his thoughts are like a rolling axeltree. 
A stallion horse is as a mocking friend, 
Hee neigheth under every one that sitteth upon him. 
Why doth one day excell another I* Timea uid 

When as all the light of every day in the yeere is of the '™^^"* 

By the knowledge of the Lord they were distinguished : 

And he altered seasons and feasts. 

Some of them hath hee made high dayes, and hallowed 

And some of them hath hee made ordinary dayes. 

And all men are from the ground, Hen iMinhli 

And Adam was created of earth. i!°"h^h"n^^ 

In much knowledge the Lord hath divided them, ^f the potier. 

And made their wayes divers. 
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Some of them hath hee blessed, and exalted. 

And some of them hath hee sanctified, and set neere lumselfe: 

But some of them hath hee cursed, and brought lov. 

And turned out of their places, 

As the elay is in the potters hand to fashion it at his pleasure : 

So man is in the hand of him that made him. 

To render to them as liketh him best 

Good is set against evill. 

And life against death : 

So is the godly against the sinner. 

And the sinner against the godly. 

So looke upon all the workes of the most High, 

And there are two and two, one against another. 

1 awaked up last of all. 

As one that gathereth after the grape-gatherers: 

By the blessing of the Lord I profited, 

And filled my wine-presse, like a gatherer of grapes. 

Consider that 1 laboured not for my selfe onely. 

But for all them that seeke learning ; 

Heare me, O ye great men of the people. 

And hearken with your eares ye rulers of the CongregstioD: 

Give not thy sonne, and wife, thy brother and friend 

Power over thee while thou livest, 

And give not thy goods to another. 

Lest it repent thee : and thou intreat for the same againe, 

As long as thou livest and hast breath in thee. 

Give not thy selfe over to any. 

For better it is that thy children should seeke to thee, 

Then that thou shouldst stand to their courtesie. 

In all thy workes keepe to thy selfe the preheminence. 

Leave not a statne in thine honour. 

At the time when thou slialt end thy dayes. 

And finish thy life, distribute thine inheritance. 

Fodder, a wand, and burdens, are for the asse : 

And bread, correction, and worke for a servant. 

If thou set thy servant to labour, thou shalt finde rest: 

But if thou let him goe idle, he shall seeke libertie. 

A yoke and a collar doe bow the necke : 

So are tortures and torments for an evill servant. 

Sende him to labour that hee be not idle : 

For idlenesse teacheth much evill. 

Set him to tvurke, as is lit for him ; 

If he be not obedient, put on more heavy fetten, 
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But be not excessive toward any. 

And without discretion doe nothing. 

If thou have a servant, let hiin bee unto thee as thy selfe, 

Because thou hast bought him with a price. 

If thou have a servant, intreate him as a brother : 

For thou hast neede of him, as of thine owne soule : 

If thou intreate him evill, and he runne from thee. 

Which way wilt thou goe to seeke him .* 




CHAPl'ER XXXini 

THE hopes of a man voyd of understanding are vaine. Of drMmca. 
and-ialse : 
And dJearaes lift up fooles. 
Who so regardeth dreames, 
!b like him that catcheth at a shadow, and followeth after 

the winde. 
The vision of dreames is the resemblance of one thing to 

another. 
Even as the likenesse of a face to a face. 
Of an uncleane thing, what can be cleansed ? 
And from that thing which Is false, what trueth can come.^ 
Divinations, and soothsayings, and dreames are vaine : 
And the heart fancieth as a womans heart in travell. 
If they be not sent from the most high in thy visitation. 
Set not thy heart upon them. 
For dreames have deceived many, 
And they have failed that put their trust in them. 
The Law shall be found perfect without hes : 
And wisedonie is perfection to a faithfull mouth. 
A man that hath travailed knoweth many things : 
And hee that hath much experience, wil declare wisedome. 
He that hath no experience, knoweth little : 
But he that hath travailed, is full of prudence. 
When I travailed, 1 saw many things : 
And I understand more, then I can expresse. 
I was oft times in danger of death, 
Yet I was delivered because of these things. 

The spirit of those that feare the Lord shall live, The praise aad 

For their hope is in him that saveth them. !'.'^"'^?''^ 

Who so feareth the Lord, shall not feare nor be afraid, 
For hee is his hope. 
Blessed is the soule of him that feareth the Lord : 
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To whom doeth hee looke ? and who is his strength ? 

For the eyes of the Lord are upon them that love hitn, 

He is their mightie protection, and strong stay, 

A defence from heat, and a cover from the Suime at noone, 

A preservation from stumbling, and a, helpe from falling. 

He raiseth up the soule, and hghteneth the e^es : 

Hee giveth health, life, and blessing. 

Hee that sacrificeth of a thing wrongfully gotten, his offer- 
ing is ridiculous, 

And the giftes of uniust men are not accepted. 

The most high is not pleased vrith the offerings of the wicked, 

Neither is he pacified for sinoe by the multitude of sacrifices. 

Who so bringeth an otferiug of the goods of the poore, 

Doeth as one that killeth the sonne before his fathers eyes. 

The bread of the needle, is their life : 

He that defraudetb him thereof, is a man of blood. 

Hee that taketh away his neighbours living, slayeth him 

And bee that defraudetb the labourer of his hire, i 
bloodshedder. 

When one buiideth, and another pulleth downe. 

What profite have they then but labour ? 

When one prayeth, and another curseth, 

Whose voice will the Lorde heare > 

He that washeth himselfe after the touching of a dead body, 
if he touch it againe. 

What availeth his washing ? 

So is it with a man that fssteth for his sinnes. 

And goeth againe and doeth the same : 

WTio will heare his prayer, 

Or what doeth bis humbling profit him ? 

CHAPl'ER XXXV 

HEE that keepeth the law. bringeth offerings enow ; 
He that t^eth heed to the commandement, offeretk | 
a peace offering. 
He that requiteth a good tume, offeretb fine floure : 
And he that giveth almes, sacrificeth praise. 
To depart from wickednesse is a thing pleasing to the Lord: I 
And to forsake unrighteousnesse, is a propitiation. 
Thou sbalt not appeare emptie before the Lord: 
For all these things [are to bee done] because of the 1 
commandero ent. 
M6 
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The offering of the righteous maketh the Altar fat. 

And the sweete savour thereof is before the most high. 

The sacrifice of a iust man is acceptable. 

And the meraoriall thereof shall never be forgotten. 

Give the Lord his honour with a good eye. 

And diminish not the first fruits of thine hands. 

In all thy gifts shew a eheerefull countenance. 

And dedicate thy tithes with gladnesse. 

Give unto the most high, according as hee hath enriched thee, 

And as thou hast gotten, give with a eheerefull eye. 

For the Lord recompeuseth. 

And will give thee seven times as much. 

Doe not thinke to corrupt with gifts, for such he will not 

receive : 
And trust not to unrighteous sacrifices, 
For the Lord is iudge. 
And with him is no respect of persons. 
Hee will not accept any person against a poore man : 
But will heare the prayer of the oppressed. 
He will not despise the supplication of the fatherlessc ; 
Nor the widowe when she powreth out her complaint. 
Doeth not the teares run downe the widowes cheeks .-' 
And is not her crie against him that causeth them to fall 
He that serveth the Lord, shall be accepted with favour, 
And his prayer shall reach unto the cloudes. 
The prayer of the humble pierceth the clouds : 
And till it come nigh he will not be comforted : 
And will not depart till the most High shall beholde 
To iudge righteously, and execute iudgement. 
For the Ixird will not be slacke, neither will the mightie be 

patient towards them. 
Till he hath smitten in sunder the loines of the unmereifull. 
And repaid vengeance to the heathen : 
Till he have taken away the multitude of the proud. 
And broken the scepter of the unrighteous : 
Till he have rendred to every man according to his deeds. 
And to the works of men according to their devises. 
Till he have iudged the cause of his people : 
And made them to reioyce in his mercie. 
Mercie is seasonable in the time of affliction. 
As cloudes of raine in the time of drought 
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CHAPTER XXXVI 

HAVE mercie upon us, O Lord God of all, and behold us : 
And sead t\iy feare upun all the nations that eeeke 
not after thee. 

Lift up thy hand against the strange nations. 

And let them see thy power. 

As thou ws5t sanctified in us before them : ' 

So be thou magnified among them before us. ' 

And let them know thee, as we have knowen thee. 

That there is no God, but onely thou, O God. 

Shew new signes, and make other strange wonders : 

Glorifie thy hand and thy right arme, 

Tliat they may set forth thy wonderous workes. 

Kaise up indignation, and powre out wrath : 

Take away the adversarie and destroy the enemie. 

Make the time short, remember the covenant. 

And let them declare thy wonderfull works. 

Let him that escapeth, be consumed by the rage of the fire. 

And let them perish that oppresse the people. 

Smite in sunder the heads of the rulers of the heathen. 

That say. There is none other but we. 

Gather all the tribes of lacob together. 

And inherit thou them, as from the beginning. 

O Lord have mercie upon the people, that is called by thy 

And upon Israel, whom thou hast named thy first borne. 

O bee mercifuil unto lerusalem thy holy citie. 

The place of thy rest. 

Fill Sion with thine unspeakable oracles. 

And thy people with thy glory. 

Give testimonie unto those that thou hast possessed from the 

beginning. 
And raise up prophets that have bin in thy name. 
Reward them that wait for thee. 
And let thy prophets be found faithfull. 
O Lord heare the prayer of thy servants. 
According to the blessing of Aaron over thy people. 
That all they which dwel upon the earth, may know 
That thou art the Lord, the etemall God. 
The belly devoureth all meates. 
Yet is one meat better then another. 
As the palate tasteth divers kinds of vi 
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So doth an heart of understanding false speeches. 

A froward heart causeth heavinesse : 

But a man of experience will recompense him. 

A woman will receive every man. 

Yet is one clauRhter better then another. 

The beautie of a woman cheareth the countenance, 

And a man loveth nothing better. 

If there be kindnesse, meekenes, and comfort in her tongue 

Then is not her husband like other men. 

He that getteth a wife, beginneth a possession, 

A helpe like unto himselfe, and a pillar of rest. 

Where no hedge is, there the possession is spoiled : 

And he that hath no wife will wander up and down 



Who will trust a thiefe well appointed, that skippeth from 

citie to citie .' 
So [who will beleeve] a man that hath no house ? and lodgeth 

wheresoever the night taketh him ? 

CHAPTER XXXVII 

EVERY friend saieth, 1 am his friend also: How to know 

But there is a friend which is onely a friend in name, ^^y^ 
Is it not a griefe unto death. 
When a companion and friend is turned to an enemie? 
O wicked imagination, whence earnest thou in 
To cover the earth with deceit? 
There is a companion, which reioyceth in the prosperity of a 

But in the time of trouble will he against him. 
There is a companion which helpeth his friend for the belly. 
And taketh up the buckler against the enemie. 
Forget not thy friend in thy minde. 
And be not unmindful! of him in thy riches. 
Every counseller extoJleth counsell ; 
But there is some that counselleth for himselfe. 
Beware of a counseller. 
And know before what neede he hath 
(For he will counsell for himselfe) 
Lest hee cast the tot upon thee : 
And say unto thee. Thy way is good : 

And afterward he stand on the other side, to see what shall 
befall thee. 
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ECCLESIASTICUS 

The daies of the life of man may be numbred : 

But the daies of Israel are innumerable : 

A wise man shall inherite glory among his people, 

And his name shalbe perpetual]. 

My Sonne proove thy soule in thy life. 

And see what is evill for it, and give not that unto it. 

For all things are not profitable for all men. 

Neither hath every soule pleasure in every thing. 

Be not unsatiable in any dainty thing : 

Nor too greedy upon meates. 

For excesse of meates, bringeth sicknesse. 

And surfetting will tume into choler. 

By surfetting have many perished, 

But hee that taketh heed, prolongeth his life. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII 

HONOUR a Phisitian with the honour due unto him, Hodoot due to 
for the uses which you may have of him : the Phuitisn, 

For the Lord hath created him. ""* '''*■■ 

For of the most High commeth healing. 
And he shall receive honour of the King. 
The skill of the Phisitian shall lift up his head : 
And in the sight of great men he shalbe in admiration. 
The Lord hath created medicines out of the earth ; 
And he that is wise will not abhorre them. 
Was not the water made sweet with wood. 
That the vertue thereof might be knowen ? 
And he hath given men skill. 

That hee might be honoured in his marvellous workes. 
With such doeth he heale [men,] 
And taketh away their paines. 

Of such doeth the Apotbecarie make a confection ; 
And of his workes there is no end. 
And from him is peace over all the earth. 
My Sonne, in thy siekenesse be not negligent : 
But pray unto the Lord, and he will make thee whole. 
Leave off from sinne, and order thy hands aright, 
And cleanse thy heart from all wickednesse. 
Give a sweet savour, and a memorinll of fine flowre : 
And make a fat offering, as not being. 
Then give place to the phisitian, for the Lord hath created 
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Let him not go from thee, for thou hast Deed of him. 
There is & time when in their hands there is good successe. 
For they shall also prny unto the Lord, 
That hee would prosper that, which they give, for ease and 

remedy to prolong life. 
He that sinneth before his maker. 
Let him fal into the hnnd of the Phisitian. 
My Sonne, let tearcs fall downe over the dead. 
And begin to lament, as if thou hadst suffered great haiue 

thy selfe : 
And then cover his body according to the custome, 
And neglect not his buriall. 
Weepe bitterly, and make great moane. 
And use lamentation, as hee is worthy, 
And that a duy or two, lest thou be evill spoken of: 
And then comfort thy selfe for thy heavinesse. 
For of heavinesse commeth death. 
And the heaviaesse of the heart, breaketh strength. 
In affliction also sorrow remaineth : 
And the life of the poore, is the curse of the heftrt. 
Take no he a vines to heart : 
Drive it away, and remember the last end. 
Forget it not, for there is no turning againe ; 
Thou shalt not doe him good, but hurt thy selfe. 
Remember my judgement : for thine also shall be so ; 
Yesterday for me, and to day for thee. 
When the dead is at rest, let his remembrance rest. 
And be comforted for him, when his spirit is departed from him. 
The wisedome of a learned man commeth by opportunitie 

of lessure : 
And he that hath litle busines shal become wise. 
How- can he get wisdome that holdeth the plough. 
And that glorieth in the goad ; 

That driveth oxen, and is occupied in their labours. 
And whose taike is of bullocks ? 
He giveth his minde to make furrowes : 
And is diligent to give the kine fodder. 
So every carpenter, and workemaster, that laboureth night 

and day : 
And they that cut and grave scales, 
And are diligent to make great variety. 
And give themselves to counterfait imagerie. 
And watch to finish ii worke. 
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The smith also sitting by the anviU, 

And considering the iron worke ; 

The vapour of the iire wasteth his flesh. 

And he fighteth with the heat of the furnace : 

The noise of the hammer and the anvill is ever in his eares. 

And his eies looke still upon the patteme of the thing that 

he maketh, 
He setteth his mind to finish bis worke, 
And wiitcheth to polish it perfitl}'. 
So doeth the potter sitting at his worke. 
And turning the wheele about with his feet. 
Who is alwa; carefully set at his worke : 
And maketh all his worke by number. 
He fashioneth the clay with liis amie. 
And boweth downe his strength before his feet : 
He applieth himsetfe to lead it over ; 
And he is diligent to make cleane the furnace. 
All these trust to their hands ; 
And every one is wise in his worke. 
Without these cannot a citie be inhabited : 
And they shall not dwell where they will, nor goe up and 

downe. 
They shall not be sought for in publike counssile. 
Nor sit high in the congregation : 
They shal not sit on the ludges seate. 
Nor understand the sentence of iudgement : 
They cannot declare iustice, and iudgement. 
And they shall not be found where parables are spoken. 
But they will maintaine the state of the world. 
And [all] their desire is in the worke of their craft. 



CHAPTER XXXIX 

BUT hee that giveth his minde to the Law 
high. 
And is occupied in the meditation thereof, 
Wil seeke out the wisdome of all the ancient. 
And be occupied in prophecies. 
Hee will keepe the sayings of the renowmed men : 
And where subtile parables are, he will be there ah 
Hee will seeke out the secrets of grave sentences. 
And be conversant in darke parables. 
He shall serve among great men. 
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ECCLESIASTICUS 

And appeare before princes : 

He will travaile through strange countreys. 

For hee hath tried the good, and the evil) among men. 

Hee will give his heart to resort early to the L.ord that 

And will pray before the most high. 

And will open his mouth in prayer. 

And make supplication for his sinnes. 

When the great Lord will, 

He sh.ill bee filled with the spirit of understanding : 

He thai powre out wise sentences, 

And give thankes unto the Lord in his prayer. 

Hee shall direct his counsel! and knowledge. 

And in his secrets shall hee meditate. 

Hee shall shew foorth that which he hath learned. 

And shall glory in the Law of the covenant of the Lord. 

Many shall commend his understanding. 

And so long as the world endureth, it shall not be blotted out. 

His memoriall ahull not depart away, 

And his name shall live from generation to generation. 

Nations shall shewe foorth his wisedomc. 

And the congregation shall declare his praise, 

If hee die, he shall leave a greater name then a thousand : 

And if he live, he shall increase it. 

Yet I have more to say which I have thought upon. 

For I am lilled as the Moone at the full. 

Hearken unto me, ye holy children. 

And budde foorth as a rose growing by the brooke of the 

lield: 
And give yee a sweete savour as frankincense, 
And flourish as a lilly. 

Send foorth a smell, and sing a song of praise, 
Blesse the Lord in all his workes. 
Magnifie his Name, 
And shewe foorth his praise 
With the songs of your lips, and with harpes, 
And in praising him you shall say after this maner; 
Al the works of the Lord are exceeding good. 
And whatsoever hee commandeth, shalbe accomplished in 

due season. 
And none may say. What is this ? wherefore is that ? 
For at time convenient they shall all be sought out : 
At his commaundement the waters stood as an heape, 
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And at the wordes of 

waters. 

At his cominaudement is done whatsoever pleaseth him. 
And none can hinder when he will save. 
The workes of all flesh are before him. 
And nothing can be hid from his eyes. 
He sceth from everlasting to everlasting, 
And there is nothing wonderfull before him. 
A man neede not to say, What is this P wherefore is that ? 
For hee hath made all things for their uses. 
His blessing covered the dry land as a river. 
And watered it as a flood. 
As hee hath turned the waters into saltncfise : 
So shall the heathen inherite his wrath. 
As his wayes are plaine unto the holy. 
So are they stumbling blockes unto the wicked. 
For the good, are good things created from the beginning : 
So evill things for sinners. 

The principall things for the whole use of mans life. 
Are water, fire, yron, and salt, 
FJoure of wheate, honie, milke, 
And the blood of the grape, and oyle, and clothing. 
All these things are for good to the godly : 
So to the sinners they are turned into evill. 
There be spirits that are created for vengeance. 
Which in their furie lay on sore strokes. 
In the time of destruction they powre out their force. 
And appease the wrath of him that made them. 
Fire, and haile, and famine, and death : 
All these were created for vengeance : 
Teeth of wild beasts, and scorpions, serpents, 
And the sword, punishing the wicked to destruction. 
They shall reioice in his commandement. 
And they shall bee ready upon earth when neede is, 
And when their time is come, they shall not transgresse 

his word. 
Therefore from the beginning I was resolved. 
And tJiought upon these things, and have left them in 

writing. 
All the workes of the Lord are good : 
And he will give every needefull thing in due season. 
So that a man cannot say, This is worse then that : 
For in time they shall all be well approved. 
: EE 217 



ECCLESIASTICUS 

And therefore praise ye the Lord with the whole heart and 

mouth. 
And blesse the Name of the Lord. 



CHAPTER XL 

GREAT travaile is created for every man. 
And an henvy yoke is upon the sons of Adam, 
From the day that they goe out of their mothers 
worn be, 
TUl the day that they retume to the mother of all things. 
Their imagination of things to come, and the day of death 
[Trouble] their thoughts, and [cause] feare of heart : 
From him that sitteth on a throne of glory. 
Unto him that is humbled in earth and ashes, 
From him that weareth purple, and a crown. 
Unto him that is clothed with a linnen frocke. 
Wrath, and envie, trouble and unquietnesse, 
Feare of death, and anger, and strife. 
And in the time of rest upon his bed. 
His night sleepe doe change his knowledge. 
A title or Qothing is his rest. 
And afterword he is in bis sleepe, as in a day of keeping 

watch, 
Troubled in the vision of his heart. 
As if he were escaped out of a battel! : 
When all is safe, he awaketh. 
And marveileth that the feare was nothing. 
[Such things happen] nnto all flesh, both man and beast. 
And that is seven fold more upon sinners. 
Death and bloodshed, strife and sword. 
Calamities, famine, tribulation, and the scourge : 
These things are created for the wicked, 
And for their sakes came the flood. 
All things that are of the earth shal turne to the eart^i 

again e : 
And that which is of the waters doeth retume into the Sea. 
All briberie and iniustice shall be blotted out : 
But true dealing shall endure for ever. 
The goods of the uniust shall bee dried up like a river, 
And shall vanish with noise, like a great thunder in raine. 
While he openeth his hand he shal reioyce: 
So shall transgressours come to nought. 
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The childi^n of the ungodly shall not bring forth many 

branches : 
But are as uncleanc roots upon a hard rocke. 
The weed growing upon every water, and baiike of a river, 
Shall bee pulled up before all grasse. 
Bountifulnes is as a most fruitful! gardeOj 
And mercifulnesse endureth for ever. 
To labour and to be content with that a man hath, is a sweet 

life: 
But hee that findeth a treasure, is above them both. 
Children and the building of n citie continue a mnns name : 
But a blamelesse wife is counted above them both. 
Wine and musicke reioyce the heart : 
But the love of wisedome is above them both. 
The pipe and the psalterie make sweet melodic : 
But a pleasant tongue is above them both. 
Thine eye desireth favour and beautie : 
But more then both, come while it is greene, 
A friend and companion never meet amisse : 
But above both is a wife with her husband. 
Brethren and heipe are against time of trouble : 
But almes shall deliver more then them both. 
Golde and silver make the foote stand sure : 
But counsell is esteemed above them both. 
Riches and strength lift up the heart : 
But the feare of the Lord is above them both : 
There is no want in the feare of the Lord, 
And it needeth not to seeke helpe. 
The feare of the Lord is a fruitful! garden. 
And covereth him above all glory. 
My Sonne, lead not a beggers life : 
For better it is to die then to beg. 
The life of him that dependeth on another mans table. 
Is not to be counted for a life : 
For he poDuteth himselfe with other mens meate. 
But a wise man well nurtured will beware thereof 
Begging is sweet in the mouth of the slmmelesse : 
But in his belly there shall bume a fire. 
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CHAPTER XLI 
DEATH, how bitter is the remembranee of thee to 
n that liveth at rest in his possesBions, 
Unto the man that hath nothing to vexe bitn, and 
that hath prosperity in all things : 
Yea unto him that is yet able to receive meate? 
O death, acceptable is thy sentence unto the needy, and 

unto him whose strength faileth. 
That is now in the last age, and is vexed with all things. 
And to him that despaireth and hath lost patience. 
Fcare not the sentence of death, 
Remember them that have beene before thee, and thatl 

come after, 
For this is the sentence of the Lord over all (teah. 
And why art thou against the pleasure of the most High? 
There is no inquisition in the grave. 
Whether thou have lived ten, or a hundred, or a thousand 

yeeres. 
The children of sinners, are abhominable children : 
And they that are conversant in the dwelling of the ungodly. 
The inheritance of sinners children shal perish. 
And their posterity shal have a perpetuall reproch. 
The children will complaine of an ungodly father. 
Because they shall be reproched fur his sake. 
Woe be unto you ungodly men 

Which have forsaken the law of the most high God : 
For if you encrease, it shall be to your destruction. 
And if you be borne, you shall be borne to a curse : 
And if you die, a curse shall be your portion. 
All that are of the earth shall turne to earth againe : 
So the ungodly shall goe from a curse to destruction. 
The mourning of men is about their bodies : 
But an ill name of sinners shall be blotted out. 
Have regard to thy name : 
For that shall continue with thee above a thousand f 

treasures of gold. 
A good life hath but few daies ; 
But a good name endureth for ever. 
My children, keepe discipline in peace: 
For wisedome that is hid, and a treasure that is not s 
What profit is in them both ? 
A man that hideth his footishncsse is better 
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Then a man that hideth his wiaedome. 

Therefore be shamefast according to my word ; 

For it is not good to retaine all sharaefastnesse. 

Neither is it altogether approoved in every thing. 

Be ashamed of whoredome before father and mother. 

And of a lie before n prince and a mighty man : 

Of an offence before a iudge and ruler. 

Of iniquitie before n congregation and people, 

Of uniust dealing before thy partner and friend : 

And of theft in regard of the place where thou soiournest. 

And in regard of the tnieth of God and his covenant. 

And to leane with thine elbow upon the mcate, 

And of scorning to give and take : 

And of silence before them that salute thee. 

And to look upon an harlot : 

And to tume away thy face from thy kinsman, 

Or to take away a portion or a gift. 

Or to gaze upon another mans wife. 

Or to bee overbusie with his maide, and come not neere 

her bed. 
Or of upbraiding speaches before friends ; 
And after thou hast given, upbraide not : 
Or of iterating and speaking againe that whicli thou hast 

heard. 
And of revealing of secrets. 
So shalt thou be truely shamefast. 
And finde favour before all men. 
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OF these things be not thou ashamed, 
And accept no person to sinne thereby. 
Of the Law of the most High, and his Covenant, 
And of iudgement to iustifie the ungodly : 
Of reckoning with thy partners and travellers : 
Or of the gift of the heritage of friends : 
Of exactnesse of ballance, and waights: 
Or of getting much or little : 
And of merchants indifferent selling, 
Of much correction of children, 
And to make the side of an evill servant to bleed. 
Sure keeping is good where an evill wife is. 
And shut up where many hands are. 
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Deliver all things io number and waiglit. 

And put al in writing that thou givest out, or receivest in. 

Be not ashamed to informe the unwise and foolisfa. 

And the extreeme aged that contendeth with those that 

are yong. 
Thus shall thou bee truely learned 
And approved of ail men living. 

The father waketh for the daughter when no man knoweth, 
And the care for her taketh away sleepe ; 
When shee is yong lest shee passe away the flowre of her age. 
And being married, lest she should be hated : 
In her virginitie lest she should be defiled, 
And gotten with ehilde in her fathers house; 
And having an husband, lest she should misbehave berselfe : 
And when shee is married, lest shee should be barren. 
Keepe a sure watch over a shamelesse daughter. 
Lest shee make thee a laughing stocke to thine enemies. 
And a by-word in the citie, and a reproch among the people, 
And make thee ashamed before the multitude. 
Behold not every bodies beauty, 
And sit not in the midst of women. 
For from garments commeth a moth. 
And from women wickednesse. 

Better is the ehurbshnesse of a man, then a courteous woman, 
A woman I say, which bringeth shame and reproch. 
I will now remember the works of the Lord, 
And declare the things that I have seene : 
In the words of the Lord are his workes. 
The Sunne that giveth light, looketh upon all things: 
And the worke thereof is full of the glory of the Lord. 
The Lord hath not given power to the Saints to declare all '| 

his marvellous workes. 
Which the Almightie Lord firmely setlcd, 
That whatsoever is, might be established for his glory. 
He seeketh out the deepe and the heart, 
And considereth their crafty devices : 
For the Lord knoweth all that may be knowen. 
And he beholdeth the signes of the world. 
Hee deelareth the things that are past, and for to come. 
And reveileth the steps of hidden things. 
No thought escapeth him, 
Neither any word is hidden from him. 

Hee hath garnished the ezcelleot workes of his wisedome, 
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And hee is from everlasting to everlasting. 

Unto him may nothing be added, neither can he be 

ihed. 
And he hath no need of any counseller. 
O how desireable are all his workes : 
And that a man may see even to a sparke. 
All these things live and remaine for ever, for all uses. 
And they are all obedient. 
All things are double one against another: 
And hee bath made nothnig unperfit. 
One thing establisheth the good of another : 
And who shatbe filled with beholding his glory ? 



CHAPTER XLIII 

THE pride of the height, the cleare firmament. 
The beautie of heaven, with his glorious shew ; 
The Sonne when it appeareth, declaring at his rising, 
A marvellous instrument, the worke of the most High. 
At noone it parcheth the country. 
And who can abide the burning heate thereof? 
A man blowing a furnace is in works of heat. 
But the Sunne bumeth the mountaines three times more ; 
Breathing out 6ery vapours. 

And sending foorth bright beames, it dirameth the eyes. 
Great is the Lord that made it. 
And at his commandement it runneth hastily. 
He made the Moone also to serve in her season, 
For a declaration of times, and a signe of the world. 
From the Moone is the signe of Feasts, 
A light that decreaseth in her perfection. 
The moneth is called after her name, 
Encreasing wonderfully in her changing, 
Being an instrument of the itrmies above, 
Shining in the firmament of heaven. 
The beautie of heaven, the glory of the starres. 
An ornament giving light in the highest places of the Lord. 
At the commandement of the holy One, they will stand in 

their order. 
And never faint in their watches. 

Looke upon the rainebow, and praise him that made it. 
Very beautifull it is in the brightnesse thereof. 
It compasseth the heaven about with a glorious circle, 
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And the hands of the most high hnve bended it. 

By hiB commandement hee maketh the snow to fall apace. 

And sendeth swiftly the lightnings of his iudgment. 

Through this the treasures are opened. 

And clouds file forth as foules. 

By his great power hee maketh the doudes finne. 

And the hailestones are broken small. 

At his sight the mountaines are shaken. 

And at his will the South wind bloweth. 

The noise of the thunder maketh the earth to tremble: 

So doth the Northren storme, and the whirlewinde : 

As birds flying he scattereth the snow, 

And the falling downe thereof, is as the lighting of graa- 

hoppers. 

The eye marveileth at the beauty of the whitenesse thereof. 
And the heart is astonished at the raining of it. 
The hoare frost also as salt hee powreth on the earth, 
And being congealed, it lieth on the toppe of sbttrpe stalcei, j 
When the colde North-winde bloweth. 
And the wiiter is congealed into yce. 
It abideth upon every gathering together of water. 
And clotheth the water as with a brestpiate. 
It devoureth the mountaines, and burueth the wildemesse. 
And consumeth the grasse as fire. 
A present remedy of all is a mistc coming speedily ; 
A tiew comming after heate, refresheth. 
y his counsell he appeaseth the deepe, 
And pinnteth Hands therein. 

They that saile on the Sea, tell of the danger there 
And when wee heare it with our cares, wee niarveile there 
For therein be strange and wonderous workes, 
V&rietie of all kindes of be&sts, and whales created. 
~y him the ende of them hath prosperous successe. 
And by his word all things consist. 
We may speake much, and yet come short : 
Wherefore in sumroe, he is all. 
How shall wee be able to magnilie him? 
For hee is great above all his workea. 
The Lord is terrible and very great. 
And marvellous is his power. 

When you glorihe the Lord exalt him as much ns you ca 
For even yet wil he farre ejtceed. 

And when you exalt him, put foorth all your strength, 
9Stt 
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And be not weary : for you can never goe farre enough. 

Who hath Beene him, that hee might tell us ? 

And who can magnifie him as he is P 

There are yet hid greater things then these be, 

For wee have scene but a lew of his workes : 

For the Lord hath made all things. 

And to the godly hath hee given wisedome. 

CHAPTER XLIIII 

IET UB now praise famous men, 
J And our Fathers that begat us. 
The Lorde hath wrought great glory by them. 
Through his great power from the beginning. 
Such as did beare rule in their kingdomes, 
Men renowmed for their power, 
Giving counsell by their understanding. 
And declaring prophecies ; 
Leaders of the people by their counsels, 
And by their knowledge of learning meet for the people, 
Wise and eloquent in their instructions. 
Such as found out musical tunes. 
And recited verses in writing. 
Rich men furnished with abtlitie, 
Living peaceably in their habitations. 
All these were honoured in their generatio 
And were the glory of their times. 
There be of them, that have left a name behind them. 
That their praises might be reported. 
And aome there be, which have no memorial. 
Who are perished as though they had never bene. 
And are become as though they liad never bene borne. 
And their children after them. 
But these were mercifull men, 
Whose righteousness e hath not beene forgotten. 
With their seed shall continually remaine a good inheritance 
And their children are within the covenant. 
Their seed stands fast. 
And their children for their sakes. 
Their seed shall remaine for ever. 
And their glory shall not be blotted out. 
Their bodies are buried in peace. 
But their name liveth for evermore. 
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The people «iU tell of their wisdome. 

And the congregation will shew forth their praise. 

Enoch pleuseil the Lord and was translated. 

Being an esample of repentance, to all generations. 

Noah was found perfect and righteous. 

In the time of wrath, he was taken in exchange (for 

world) 
Therefore was he left as it remnant unto the earth, wheo ] 

the flood came. 
An everlasting Covenant was made with him. 
That all flesh should perish do more by the flood. 
Abraham was a great lather of many people : 
In glory was there none like unto bim : 
Who kept the Law of the most High, 
And was in covenant with him, 
Hee established the Covenant in his flesh. 
And when he was proved, he was found faithfull. 
Therefore he assured him by an othe, 
That he would blesse the nations in his seed. 
And that he would multiply him, as the duiit of the earth. 
And exalt his seed as the starrcs. 
And cause them to inherit from Sea to Sea, 
And from the river unto the utmost part of the land. 
With Isaac did he establish likewise [for Abraliam hb fathers 1 

The blessing of all men and the covenant. 

And made it rest upon the head of lacob. 

Hee acknowledged him in his blessing. 

And gave him an heritage. 

And divided his portions. 

Among the twelve tribes did he part them, 

CHAPTER XLV 
A ND he brought out of him a mercifull man 
A\ Which found favour in the sight of all flesfa,,| 
■^ -*■ Even Moses beloved of God and men, 
Whose memoriall is blessed : 
He made him like to the glorious Saints, 
And magnified him, so that his enemies stood in fe 
By his words he caused the wonders to cease. 
And he made him glorious in the sight of kings, 
And gave him a commaundement for his people. 
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And shewed him part of his glory, 

He sanctilied him in his faithfulnesse, and meekenesse, 

And chose him out of all men. 

He made him to heare his voyce. 

And brought him into the darke cloud, 

And gave him commandements before his face, 

Even the law of life and knowledge. 

That hee might teach lacob his Covenants, 

And Israel his iudgments. 

He exalted Aaron an holy man like unto him, o 

Even his brother, of the tribe of Levi. 

An everlasting covenant he made with him. 

And gave him the priesthood among the people. 

He beautified him with comely ornaments. 

And clothed him with a robe of glory. 

Hee put upon him perfect glory : 

And strengthened him with rich garments. 

With breeches, with a long robe, and the Ephod : 

And he compassed him with pomegranates. 

And with many golden bels round about. 

That as he went, there might be a sound. 

And a noise made that might be heard in the Temple, 

For a memoriall to the children of his people. 

With an holy garment, with gold and blew silke, and purple 

the worke of the embroiderer ; 
With a brestplate of iudgement, and with Urim and 

Thummim. 
With twisted scarlet, the worke of the cunning worke- 

With precious stones graven like scales, and set in gold, the 

worke of the leweller. 
With a writing engraved for a memoriall, after the number 

of the tribes of Israel. 
He set a crowne of gold upon the miter, wherein was 

engraved hot in esse 
An ornament of honour, a costly worke, 
The desires of the eies goodly and beautiful. 
Before him there were none such. 
Neither did ever any stranger put them on, but onely his 

children, and hia childrens children perpetually. 
Their sacrifices shall be wholy consumed 
Every day twise continuidly. 
Moises consecrated him, 
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And annointed him «ith holy oile. 
This was appoioted unto him by an everlasting covenant, 
And to his seed bo long as the heavens should remaine. 
That they should minister unto him, and execute the office 

of the priesthood. 
And blcsse the people in his name. 
He chose him out of all men hving 
To offer sacrifices to the Lord, 
Incense and a sweet savour, for a memorial), 
To make reconciliation for liis people. 
He gave unto him his command em ents. 
And authority in the statutes of iudgements. 
That he should teach lacob the testimonies, 
And informe Israel in his lawes. 
Strangers conspired together against him. 
And maligned him in the wildemesse. 
Even the men that were of Dathans, and Abirons side. 
And the congregation of Core with fury and wrath. 
This the Lord saw and it displeased him, 
And in his wrathfull indignation, were they consumed : 
He did wonders upon them, 
To consume them with the fiery flame. 
But he made Aaron more honourable, 
And gave him an heritage, 

And divided unto him the first fruits of the encrease. 
Especially he prepared bread in abundance : 
For they eate of the sacrifices of the Lord, 
Wliich he gave unto him and his seed : 
Howbeit in the land of the people he had no inheritance, 
Neither had he any portion among the people, 
For the Lord himselfe is his portion and inheritance. 
The third in glory is Phinees the sonne of Eleazar, 
Because he had zeale in the feare of the Lord, 
And stood up with good courage of heart, 
When the people were turned backe, and made reconciliation 

for Israel. 
Therfore was there n covenant of peace made with him. 
That he should be the cheefe of the sanctuary, and of his 

people. 
And that he, and his posteritie 
Should have the dignitie of the Priesthood for ever. 
According to the covenant made with David sonne of lesse, 

of the tribe of luda. 
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That the inheritance of the king should be to his posterity CHAPTER 

alone : XLV 

So the inheritance of Aaron should also be unto his seed. 
God give you wisedome in your heiirt 
To iuclge his people in righteousnesse. 
That their good things be not abolished, 
And that their glory may endure for ever. 



CHAPTER XLVI 

IESUS the Sonne of Nave was valiant in the wars, t 

And was the successor of Moses in prophesies, <>' 

Who according to his name was made great 
For the saving of the elect of God, 
And taking vengeance of the enemies that rose up against 

them. 
That he might set Israel in their inheritance. 
How great glory gat he when he did lift up his hands, 
And stretched out his sword against the cities? 
Who before him so stood to it ? 

For the Lord himselfe brought his enemies unto him. 
Did not the Sunne goe backe by his meanes ? 
And was not one day as long as two ? 
He called upon the most high Lord, 
When the enemies pressed upon him on every side, 
And the great Lord heard him. 
And with hailestones of mighty power 
He made the battel! to fall violently upon the nations, 
And in the descent (of Bethoron) hee destroyed them that 

resisted. 
That the nations might know all their strength. 
Because hee fought in the sight of the Lord, 
And he followed the mightie one. 
In the time of Moses also, he did a worke of mercie, 
Hee and Caleb the sonne of lephunne. 
In that they withstood the Congregation, 
And withheld the people from sinne, 
And appeased the wicked murmuring. 
And of sixe hundred thousand people on foot, they two were 

preserved 
To bring them into the heritage, 
F,ven unto the land that floweth with milk and hony. 
The Lord gave strength .ilso unto Caleb, ^ 
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Which remained with him unto his old age, 

So that he entred upon the high places of the lanff^AO.^ 

And his seed obtained it for an heritage. 

That all the children of Israel might see 

That it is good to follow the Lord. 

And concerning the ludges, every one hy name, 

Whose heart went not a whoring. 

Nor departed from the Lord, 

Let their memory be blessed. 

Let their bones flourish out of their place. 

And let the name of them that were honoured, be continued 

upon their children. 
Samuel the Prophet of the Lord, beloved of his Lord, 
Established a kingdom, and anointed princes over his people. 
By the Law of the Lord hee iudged the Congregation, 
And the Lord had respect unto lacob. 
By his faithfulnes he was found a true Prophet, 
And by his word he was knowen to be fulthfuU in vision. 
He called upon the raighty Lord, 
When his enemies pressed upon him on every side. 
When he ofiered the sucking lambe. 
And the Lord thundered from heaven, 
And with a great noise made his voice to be heard. 
And he destroyed the rulers of the Tyrians, 
And all the princes of the Philistines. 
And before his long sleepe 
Hee made protestations in the sight of the Lord, and 

anoynted, 
I have not taken any mans goods, so much as a shoe, and 

man did accuse him. 
And after his death he prophesied. 
And shewed the King his end, 
And lift up his voyce from the earth in prophesie. 
To blot out the wickednesse of the people. 

CHAPTER XLVII 

A ND after him rose up Nathan 
A\ To prophesie in the time of David. 
"*■ As is the fat taken away from the peace offering. 

So was David chosen out of the children of Israel. 
Hee played with Lions as with kids. 
And with beares as with lambs. 
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Slew he sot » gyaiit when hee was yet but yong i" 

And did he not take away reproch from the people. 

When he lifted up his hand with the stone in the sling. 

And beat downe the boasting of Goliah ? 

For he called upon the most high Lord, 

And he gave him strength in his right hand 

To slay that mighty warriour. 

And set up the home of his people : 

So the people honoured him with ten thousands. 

And praised him in the blessings of the Lord, 

In that hee gave him a crowne of glory. 

For hee destroyed the enemies on every side. 

And brought to nought the Philistines his adversaries. 

And brake their home in sunder unto this day. 

In alt his workes hee praised the holy one most High, with 

words of glory, 
With his whole heart he sung songs. 
And loved him that made him. 
He set singers also before the Altar, 
That by their voyces they might make sweet melody, and 

daily sing praises in their songs. 
He beautified their feasts. 

And set in order the solemne times, untill the ende. 
That they might praise his holy Name, 
And that the Temple might sound from raomiiig. 
The Lord tooke away his sinnes. 
And exalted his home for ever : 
He gave him a covenant of kings. 
And a throne of gloty in Israel. 

After him rose up a wise Sonne, 

And for his sake he dwelt at large. li 

Salomon reigned in a peaceable time, and was honoured ; " 
For God made all quiet round about him, 
That hee might build an house in his Name, 
And prepare his Sanctuary for ever. 
How wise wast thou in thy youth. 
And as a flood filled with understanding. 
Thy soule covered the whole earth. 
And thou filledst it with dark parables. 
Thy name went farre unto the Hands, 
And for thy peace thou wast beloved. 
The countreys marveiled at thee for thy Songs, 
And Proverbs, and Parables, and interpretations. 
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By the Name of the Lord God, 

Which is called the Lord God of Israel, 

Thou didst gather gold as tinne, 

And didst multiply silver as lead. 

Thou didst bow thy loines unto women, 

And by thy body thou wast brought into subiectioii. 

Thou didst staine thy honour, and pollute thy seed, 

So that thou broughtest wrath upon thy children. 

And wast grieved for thy folly. 

So the kingdome was divided, 

And out of Ephraim ruled a rebellious kingdome. 

But the Lord will never leave olf his mercy, 

Neither shall any of his workes perish. 

Neither will hee abolish the posterity of his elect. 

And the seed of him that loveth htm he will not take ftway : 

Wherefore he gave a remnant unto lacob. 

And out of him a. roote unto David. 

Thus rested Solomon with his fathers. 

And of his seede he left behinde him Roboam, 

Even the foolishnesse of the people, and one that had no 

understanding : 
Who turned away the people through his counsell : 
There was also leroboam the sonne of Nabat, 
Who caused Israel to siniie. 
And shewed Ephraim the way of sinne : 
And their sinnes were multiplied exceedingly, 
That they were driven out of the land. 
For they sought out all wickednes. 
Till the vengeance came u]>on them. 

CHAPTER XLVIII 

THEN stood up Elias the Prophet as lire. 
And his word burnt like a lampe. 
He brought a sore famine upon them. 
And by his zeale he diminished their number. 
By the word of the Lord he shut up the heaven. 
And also three times brought downe (ire, 
O Elias, how wast thou honoured in thy wondrous deedes ! 
And who may glory like unto thee ! 
Who didst raise up a dead man from death, 
And his soule from the place of the dead by the word of the 
most Hie. 
^92 



ECCLESIASTICUS 

Who broughtest kings to destruction. 

And honourable men from their bcdde. 

Who heardest the rebuke of the Lord in Sinai, 

And in Horeb the iudgment of vengeance. 

Who anointed kings to take revenge. 

And Prophets to succeed after him : 

Who wast taken up in a whirlewinde of fire. 

And in a charet of fierie homes : 

Who wast ordained for reproofes in their times. 

To pacific the wrath of the Lordes iudgeinent before it brake 

foorth into fury. 
And to turne the heart of the father unto the sonne. 
And to restore the tribes of Incob. 
Blessed are they that saw thee. 
And slept in love, 
For we shal surely live. 

Elias it was, who was covered with a whirlewinde : ot Eliw 

And Elizeus was filled with his spirit : 
Whilest he lived he was not mooved [with the presence] of 

any prince. 
Neither could any bring him into subiection. 
No word eould overcome him. 
And nfteT his death his body prophecied. 
He did wonders in his life. 
And at his death were his works marveilous. 
For all this the people repented not, 
Neither departed they from their sinnes. 
Till they were spoiled and caried out of their land. 
And were scattered through all the earth : 
Yet there remained a small people. 
And a ruler in the house of David : 
Of whom, some did that which was pleasing to God, 
And some multiplied sinnes. 

Ezekias fortified his citie, and of ExekiMT^ 

And brought in water into the midst thereof: 
He digged the hard rocke with yron. 
And mude welles for waters. 
In his time Sennacherib came up. 
And sent Rabsnces, 
And lift up his hand against Sion, 
And boasted proudly. 
Then trembled their hearts and handes. 
And they were in paine as women in travell. 
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But they called upon the Lord which is mercifull. 

And stretched out their hands towards him. 

And immediatly the holy One heard them out of heaven. 

And delivered them by the ministery of Esay. 

He smote the hoste of the Assyrians, 

And his Angel destroyed them. 

For Ezekias had done the thing that pleased the Lord, 

And was strong in the wayes of David his father. 

As Esay the Prophet, who was great and faithfull in h 

vision, had commaunded him. 
In his time the Sunne went back e ward. 
And bee lengthened the kings life. 
Hee sawe by an excellent spirit what should come to pas 

at the last. 
And hee comforted them that mourned in Sion. 
He shewed what should come to passe for ever. 
And secret things or ever they came. 



CHAPTER XLIX 

THE remembrance of losiits is like the composition of 
the perfume 
That is made by the arte of the Apothecarie ; 
It is sweete as hony in nil mouthes. 
And as musicke at a banquet of wine. 
He behaved himselfe uprightly in the conversion of the 

And tooke away the abominations of iniquitie. 

He directed his heart unto the Lord, 

And in the time of the ungodly he established the worship 

of God. 
All, except David and Ezechias, and losias, were defective : 
For they forsooke the Law of the most High, 
^ven) the kings of ludah failed ; 
Therefore he gave their power unto others. 
And their glory to a strange nation. 
They burnt the chosen citie of the Sanctuarie, 
And made the streets desolate according to the prophecie 

of leremias; 
For they entreated him evil, 
Who neverthelesse was a prophet sanctified in his mothers 

wombe. 
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That he might root out and afflict and destroy, 

And that he might build up also and plant. 

It was Ezechiel who sawe the glorious vision, 

Which was shewed him upon the chariot of the Cherubims. 

For he made mention of the enemies under [the figure of] 

the raine, 
And directed them that went right. 
And of the twelve prophets let the memorial be blessed, 
And let their bones flourish agatne out of their place : 
For they comforted Jacob, 
And delivered them by assured hope, 
How shall we magnilie Zorobabel? 
Even he was as a signet on the right hand. 
So was lesus the sonne of losedec : 
Who in their time builded the house, 
And set tip an holy Temple to the Lord, 
Which was prepared for everlasting glory. 
And among the elect was Neemias whose renowme is great. 
Who raised up for us, the walles that were fallen, 
And set up the gates and the barres, 
And raised up our ruines againe. 
But upon the earth wag no man created like Enoch, 
For he was taken from the earth. 
Neither was there a man borne like unto Joseph, 
A govemour of his brethren, a stay of the people, 
Whose bones were regarded of the Lord. 
Sem and Seth were in great honour among men. 
And so was Adam above every living thing in the creation. 
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CHAPTER L 

SIMON the high priest the sonne of Onias, o 

Who in his life repaired the house againe, « 

And in his dayes fortified the Temple : 
And by him was built from the foundation the double height. 
The high fortresse of the wall about the Temple. 
In his dayes the cisteme to receive water being in compaSBC 

as the sea. 
Was covered with plates of brasse. 
He tooke care of the Temple that it should not fall. 
And fortified the citie against besieging. 
How was he honoured in the midst of the people. 
In his comming out of the Sanctuarie ^ 
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n the midst of a cloud : 



He wus as the momin^ staire ii 

And as the moone at the fuU. 

As the Sunne shining upon the Temple of the most High, 

And as the rainebow giving light in the bright cloudes. 

And as the flowre of roses in the spring of the yeere. 

As lillies by the rivers of waters, 

And as the branches of the frankincense tree in the time 



As fire and iacense in the censer. 

And as a vesiiell of beaten gold 

Set with all maner of precious stones, 

And as a faire olive tree budding forth fruit. 

And as a Cyprease tree which growetb up to the cloudes. 

When he put on the robe of honour, 

And was clothed with the perfection of glory, 

When he went up to the holy nltar. 

He made the garment of holinesse honourable. 

When he tooke the portions out of the priests hands, 

Hee himselfe stood by the hearth of the altar. 

Compassed with his bretliren round about, 

As a yong cedar in Libanus, 

And as pialme trees compassed they him round about. 

So were all the sonnes of Aaron in their glory. 

And the oblations of the Lord in their hands, before all the 

congregation of Israel. 
And finishing the service at the altar. 

That he might adome the offring of the most high Almighty, 
He stretched out his hand to the cup. 
And powred of the blood of the grape. 
He powred out at the foote of the altar, 
A sweet smelling savour unto the most high King of all. 
Then shouted the sonnes of Aaron, 
And sounded the silver trumpets. 
And made a great noise to be heurd. 
For a remembrance before the most High. 
Then all the people together hasted. 
And fell downe to the earth upon their faces 
To worship their Lord God almighty the most High, 
The singers also sang praises with their voices. 
With great variety of sounds was there made sweete melodic. 
And the people besought the Lord the most High 
By prayer before him that is mercifull. 
Till the solemnity of the Lord was ended. 
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And they hod finished his service. 

Then he went downe, nnd lifted up his hands 

Over the whole congregation of the children of Israel, 

To give the blessing of the l^rd with his lips. 

And to reioyce in his name. 

And they bowed themselves downe to worship the second 

That they might receive a blessing from the most High. 

Now therefore blesse yee the God of all, 

Which onely doth wonderous things every where. 

Which exalteth our dales from the wombe, 

And dealetb with us according to his mercy. 

He grant us ioyfulncsse of heart, 

And that peace may be in our dales in Israel for ever. 

That hee would conlirme his mercy with us, 

And deliver us at his time. 

There be two maner of nations which my heart abhorreth. 

And the third is no nation. 

They that sit upon the mountaine of Samaria, and they thiit 

dwell amongst the Philistines, 
And that foolish people that dwell in Sichem. 
lesus the sonne of Sirach of Hienisalem hath written in The oonolualoiL 

this booke, 
The instruction of understanding and knowledge. 
Who out of his heart powred forth wisedome. 
Blessed is he that shall be exercised in these things 
And hee that layeth them up in his heart, shall beco 
For if he doe them, hee shall be strong to all thing; 
For the light of the Lord leadeth him. 
Who giveth wisedome to the godly : 
BIess«l be the Lord for ever. Amen. Amen. 



CHAPTER LI 
A Frajrer of lesus the sonne of Sirach. 

I WILL thanke thee, O Lord and king, 
And praise thee O God my Saviour, 
I doe give praise unto thy name : 
For thou art my defender, and helper. 
And hast preserved my body from destruction. 
And from tlie snare of the slanderous tongue. 
And from the lippes that forge lies. 



ECCLESIASTICUS 

And hast beene my helper ogajast mine adversaries. 

And hast delivered me according to the multitude of thy 

mercies, and greatnesse of thy name. 
From the teeth of them that were ready to devoure me, 
And out of the bunds of such as sought after my life, 
And from the manifold afflictions which I had : 
From the choking of fire on every side. 
And from the mids of the lire, which 1 kindled not : 
From the depth of the belly of hel. 
From an uncleane tongue. 
And from lying words. 

By an accusation to the king from an unrighteous tongue. 
My soule drew neere even unto death, 
My life was neere to the hell beneath : 
They compassed me on every side. 
And there was no man to helpe me : 
I looked for the succour of men. 
But there was none : 

Then thought 1 upon thy mercy, O Lord, 
And upon thy acts of old. 
How thou deliverest such as wnite for thee, 
And savest them out of the hands of the e 
Then lifted I up my supplication from the earth. 
And prayed for deliverance from death. 
I called upon the Lord the father of my Lord, 
That he would not leave me in the dayes of my trouble, 
And in the time of the proud when there was no helpe. 
I will praise thy Name continually. 
And will sing praise with thankesgiving, 
And so my prayer was heard : 
For thou aavedst me from destruction, 
And deliverest mee from Ihe evill time : 
Therefore will 1 give thankes and praise thee. 
And blesse thy Name, O Lord. 
When I was yet yong. 
Or ever I went abroad, 
1 desired wiaedome openly in my prayer. 
I prayed for her before the Temple, 
And will seeke her out even to the end : 
Even ^m the (lowre till the grape was ripe, hnth my heart I 

delighted in her. 
My foot went the right way. 
From my youth up sought 1 after her 
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I bowed downe mine eare a litle and received her, 

And gate much lenrning. 

1 profited therein, [therefore] will 1 ascribe the glory 

Unto him that giveth me wisedome : 

For I purposed to doe after her, 

And earnestly I followed that which is good. 

So shall I not be confounded : 

My soule hath wrestled with her. 

And in my doings I was eJiact, 

I stretched foorth my hands to the heaven above. 

And bewailed my ignorances of her. 

I directed my soule unto her. 

And I found her in purenesse, 

I have had my heart ioyned with her from the beginning, 

Therefore shall 1 not bee forsaken. 

My heart was troubled in seeking her : 

Therefore have I gotten a good possession. 

The Lord hath given mee a tongue for my reward. 

And I wil praise him therewith. 

Draw neere unto me you unlearned. 

And dwell in the house of learning. 

Wherefore are you slow, and what say you of these things. 

Seeing your soules are very thirstie ? 

1 opened my mouth, and said, 

Buy her for your selves without money. 

Put your necke under the yoke, 

And let your soule receive instruction. 

She is hard at hand to finde. 

Behold with your eies, 

How that 1 have had but little labour. 

And have gotten unto me much rest. 

Get teaming with a great summe of money, 

And get much gold by her. 

Let your soule reioyce in his mercy. 

And be not ashamed of his praise. 

Worke your worke betimes, 

And in his time he will give you your reward. 
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CHAPTER I 

ND these are the wordea of tlie booke, which 
Baruch the sonne of Nerias, the sonne of 
Maasiaa, the sonne of Sedecias, the sonne of 
Asudias, the son of Chelcias, wrote in Babylon, 
in the lift yere^ und in the seventh day of the 
moneth, what time as the Caldeans tooke leru- 
salem, and burnt it with fire. And Barucfa 
did reade the words of this booke, in the 
hearing of lechonias, the sonne of loachim 
ludn, and in the eares of all the people, that came to [hesrej 
ke. And in the hearing of the nobles, and of the kings 
nnd in the hearing of the Elders, and of all the people from 
the lowest unto the highest, even of all them that dwelt at Babylon, 
by the river Sud. Whereupon they wept, fasted, and prayed before 
the Lord. They made also a collection of money, according to 
every mans power. And they sent it to lerusalem unto loachim 
the hie Priest the sonne of Chelcias, sonne of Salom, and to the 
Priestea, and to all the people which were found with him at leru- 
salem, at the same time, when he received the vessels of the house 
of the Lord that were caried out of the Temple, to retume them 
into the land of luda the tenth day of the moneth Sivan, [namely] 
silver vessels, which Sedecias the sonne of losias king of luda had 
made, after that Nahuchodonosor king of Babylon had caried 
away lechonias, and the Princes, and the captives, and the mightie 
men, and the people of the land from lerusalem, and brought them 
unto Babylon : and they said, Behold, we have sent you money, 
to buy you burnt offerings, and sinnc offerings, and incense, and 
prepare yee Manna, and offer upon the Altar of the Lord our God, 
and pray for the life of Nahuchodonosor king of Babylon, and for 
the life of Baltbasar his sonne, that their dayes may be upon earth 
as the dayes of heaven. And the Lord wil give us strength, a 
lighten our eves, and we shall live under the shndow of Nabuchodo- 
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noBor king of Babylon, and under the shadow of Datthasar his 
and wee shall serve them many dayea, and finde favour in their 
sight. Pray for us also unto the Lord our God, (for wee have 
sinned against the Lord our God, and unto this day the fury of 
the Lord, and his wrath is not turned from us) And yee shall 
reade this booke, which we have sent unto you, to make confession 
in the house of the Lord, upon the feasts and solemne dayes. And 
yee shall say, To the Lord our God belongeth righteousnesse, but 
unto us the confusion of faces, as it is come to passe this day unto 
them of luda, and to the inhabitajits of leruaalen), and to our 
kings, and to our princes, and to our Priests, and to our Prophets, 
and to our fathers. For wee have sinned before the Lord, and 
disobeyed him, and have not hearkened unto the voice of the Lord 
our God, to walke in the eommaundements that he gave us openly : 
since the day that the Lorde brought our forefathers out of the 
land of Egypt, unto this present day, wee have beene disobedient 
unto the Lord our God, and we have beene negligent in not hearing 
his voice. Wherefore the evils cleaved unto us, and the curse 
which the Lord appointed by Moses his servant, at the time that 
he brought our fathers out of the land of Egypt, to give us a land 
that floweth with milke and honie, like as it is to see this day. 
Neverthelesse we have not hearkened unto the voice of the Lord 
our God, according unto all the wordes of the Prophets, whom he 
sent unto us. But every man followed the imagination of his owne 
wicked heart, to serve strange gods, and to doe cvill in the sight 
of the Lord our God. 




CHAPTER II 

THEREFORE the Lord hath made good his worde, which hee The prater at 
pronounced against us, and against our ludges that iudged ooQf™gion 
Israel, and against our kings, and against our princes, and i!!,w^at'li«by- 
against the men of Israel and luda, to bring upon us great plagues. Ion msdc, mad 
such as never happened under the whole heaven, as it came lof^t'"""' 
passe in lerusalem, according to the things that were written in tho brcthron 
the Law of Moses, that a man should eat the flesh of his owne >» leruwtDm. 
Sonne, and the flesh of his owne daughter. Moreover, he hath 
delivered them to be in subiection to all the kingdomes that are 
round about us, to be as a reproch and desolation among all the 
people round about, where the Lord hath scattered them. Thus 
wee were cast downe and not exalted, because wee have sinned 
against the Lord our God, and have not beene obedient unto his 
voice. To the Lord our God appertoineth right eousnesse : but 
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unto us and to our fathers open shame, as appeareth this day. 
For all these plagues are come upon us, which the Lord hath pro- 
nounced against us, yet have we not prayed before the Lord, that 
we might tume every one from the imaginations of his wicked 
heart. Wherefore the Lord watched over us for evill, and the 
Lord hath brought it upon us : for the Lord is righteous in all his 
works, which he hath commanded us. Yet we have not hearkened 
unto his voice, to walk in the commandements of the Lord, that 
he hath set before us. And now O Lord God of Israel, that hast 
brought thy people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, 
and high arme, and with signes and with wonders, and with great 
power, and hast gotten thy selfe a name, as appeareth this day ; 
O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, wee have 
dealt unrighteously In all thine ordinances. Let thy wrath tume 
from us : for we are but a few left among the heathen, where thou 
hast scattered us. Heare our prayers, O Lord, and our petitions, 
and deliver us for thine owae sake, and give us favour in the sight 
of them which have led us away : that all the earth may know 
that thou art the Lord our God, because Israel and his posterity 
is called by thy name. O Lord looke downe from thy holy house, 
and consider us: bow downe thine eare, Lord, to heare us. 
Open thine eyes and behold : for the dead that arc in the graves, 
whose soules are taken from their bodies, wil give unto the Lord 
neither praise nor righteous nesse. But the soule that is greatly 
vexed, which goeth stouping and feeble, and the eyes that faile, 
and the hungry soule wil give thee praise and righteousnes O Lord. 
Therfore wee doe not make our humble supplication before thee, 
O Lord our God, for the righteousnes of our fathers, and of our 
kings. For thou hast sent out thy wrath and indignation ujion us, 
as thou hast spoken by thy servants the prophets, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord, bow down your shoulders to serve the king of 
Babylon ; so shall ye remaine in the lande that I gave unto your 
fathers. But if ye will not heare the voice of the Lord to serve 
the king of Babylon, 1 will cause to cease out of the cities of luda, 
and from without lerusalem the voice of mirth, and the voice of 
ioy : the voice of the bridegrome, and the voice of the bride, and 
the whole land shall be desolate of inhabitants. But we would 
not hearken unto thy voyce, to serve the king of Babylon : there- 
fore hast thou made good the wordes that thou spakest by thy 
servants the prophets, namely that the bones of our kings, and 
the bones of our fathers should be taken out of their places. And 
loe, they are cast out to the heat of the day, and to the frost of 
the night, and they died in great miseries, by famine, by sword, 
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and by pestilence. And the house which is called by thy name 
(hast thou laid waste) as it is to be seene this day, for the wicked- 
nesse of the house of Israel, and the house of luda. O Lord our 
God, thou hast dealt with us after all thy goodnesse, and according 
to all that great mercie of thine. As thou spakest by thy servant 
Moses in the day when thou didst command him to write thy Law, 
before the children of Israel, saying, If ye will not heare my voyce, 
Burely this very great multitude shalbe turned into a smal [number] 
among the nations, where I will scatter them. For I knew that 
they would not heare me; because it is a stilfenecked people: but 
in the land of their captivities, they shall remember themselves, 
and shall know that I am the Lord their God : For I give them 
an heart, and eares to heare. And they shal praise me in the land 
of their captivitie, and thinke upon my name, and retume from 
their stiffe neck, and from their wicked deeds ; for they shat 
remember the way of their fathers which sinned before the Lord. 
And i will bring them againe into the land which I promised with 
an oath unto their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and lacob, and they 
shall bee lords of it, and I will increase them, and they shall not 
be diminished. And I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, to be their God, and they shall be my people : and I will 
no more drive my people of Israel out of the land that 1 have 
given them. 

CHAITER III 

OLOHD almighty, God of Israel, the soule in anguish, the 
troubled spirit crieth unto thee. Heare O Lord, and have 
mercy : for thou art mercifull, and have pitty upon us, 

because we have sinned before thee. For thou endurest for ever, T ._ 

and we perish utterly. O Lord almighty, thou God of Israel, '''*,'' P™?°^ 

heare now the prayers of the dead Israelites, and of their children, ^nuS'ned^™ 

which have sinned before thee, and not hearkened unto the voice tbat book, 

of thee their God : for the which cause these plagues cleave unto *''.'°'' ^""J" 

us. Remember not the iniquities of our forefathers : but thinke w HienuuJom. 

upon thy power and thy name, now at this time. For thou art the 

Lord our God, and thee, O Lord, will we praise. And for this 

cause thou hast put thy feare in our hearts, to the intent that we 

should call upon thy name, and praise thee in our captivity : for 

we have called to minde all the iniquity of our forefathers that 

sinned before thee. Behold, we are yet this day in our captivity, 

where thou hast scattered us, for a reproch and a curse, and to be 

subiect to payments, according to all the iniquities of our fathers 

which departed from the Lord our God, 
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HcMC iBsel. tfac caoflMBdeBcsU of Idc, 
Give EMC to Hdenbnd ntcAMC 
Hov ksffpOMtfe it, iKad, t^A IkM art IB t^BC C9 
That thoH alt wvsca oU id * rt i a a gt im^mj, 
Thrt thM art defied with the dcMl ? 
Thatt^H Mtcmatcd with than tlut f«e dw 



nthefi 

For if thM iMdst walked in the wvj of God, 
Thim dkoaldest tuTc dweUed in pe*ee Cor ever. 
Lnvne where is witedofne, vheie t* itietigth, wIm 



That tboD ma jrest know aba where ■■ leagtb of daies, aad life, 
Where is the ti^t of the eyt* and peatx. 
Who bath foand oat her place ? 
Or who hath eene into her treaaMres ? 
vnwrcare the princea of the he at h en beecnuc. 
And wmA at raJed the beasts npoa tke earth. 
Tbev tlwt liad their pastia»e with the fades of the MIC, 
And thejr that hooided up silTer 
And gtdd wherein men tmst. 
And made no aid of their getting r 
For they that wrought in sUver, and were so careful. 
And wluse workes are ansearcbable, 
TbCT are vanished, and ^ne downe to the grave. 
And others are eome up in their steads. 
Youni^ men have seene light, and dwelt npon the earth ; 
Bot tbe way of knowledge have they not knowen. 
Nor uDderstood the pathes thereof. 
Nor Laid hold of it : 

Their children were farre off from that way. 
It hath not beene heard of in Chanaan : 
Neither hath it beene scene in Tfaeroan. 
The Agarenes that seek wisdome upoti earth, 
Tbe marchants of Merran, and of Theman, 
The authors of fables, and searchers out of understandin|r : 
None of these have knowen the way of wiscdoroe. 
Or remember her patbes. 
O Israel, how great is the house of God ? 
And how Ui^e is the place of his possession ? 
Great, and hath none end : 
High, and un measurable. 

'Ilicre were the gyants, famous from the beginning, 
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o expert iu warre. 

Neither gave he the way of knowledge unto them. 

But they were destroyed, because they had no wisedome. 

And perished through their owne foolishnesse. 

Who hath gone up into heaven and taken her. 

And brought her downe from the clouds ? 

Who hath gone over the Sea, and found her, 'n 

And wil bring her for pure gold ? ■'^ 

No man knoweth her way, „ 

Nor thinketh of her path. it 

But he that knoweth all things, knoweth her. 

And hath found her out with his understanding: 

He that prepared the earth for evermore, 

Hath filled it with foure footed beasts. 

He that sendeth forth light, ajid it goeth : 

Calleth it againe, and it obeyeth him with feare. 

The starres shined in their watches, and reioyced : 

When he calleth them, they say. Here we be. 

And so with cheerefulnesse they shewed light unto him that 

made them. 
This is our God, 
And there shall none other be accounted of in comparison 

of him. 
He hath found out all the way of knowledge. 
And hath given it unto lacob his servant. 
And to Israel his beloved. 
Afterward did he shew himselfe upon earth. 
And conversed with men. 



CHAPTER nil 

THIS is the Booke of the comman dements of God : T 

And the Law that endurelh for ever : C 

All they that keepe it shall come to life : y 

But such as leave it, shall die. v 

Tumc thee, O lacob, and take heed of it : '" 

Walke in the presence of the light Iherof, 
That thou mayest be illuminated. 
Give not thine honour to another. 
Nor the things that are profitable unto thee, to a strange 

nation. 
O Isrnel, happif arc wee : 
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For things that are pleasing to God, are made knowea | 

Be of good cbearc, my people, the memoriall of Israel. 
Ye were sold to the nations, not for [your] destruction : 
But because you moved God to wrath, ye were delivered I 

unto the enemies. 
For yee provoked him that made you. 
By sacrificing unto devils, and not to God. 
Ye have forgotten the everlasting God, that brought you np, J 
And ye have grieved lerusalem that noursed you. 
For when shee saw the wrath of God eomming upon you, 

she said ; 
Hearken, O ye that dwell about Sion : 
God hath brought upon me great mourning. 
For I saw the captivitie of my sonnes and daughters. 
Which the everlasting brought upon them. 
With ioy did 1 nourish them : 
But sent them away with weeping and mourning. 
Let no man reioyce over me a widow, and forsaken of ] 

Who for the sinnes of my children, am left desolate : 

Because they departed from the Law of God. 

They knew not his statutes. 

Nor walked in the waies of his Com man dements. 

Nor trode in the palhes of discipline in his righteousnesse. 

Let them that dwell about Sion come. 

And remember ye the captivity of my sonnes and daughter^ 

Which the everlasting hath brought upon them. 

For he hath brought a nation upon them from far : 

A shamelesse nation, and of a strange language. 

Who neither reverenced old man, nor pitied childe. 

These have caried away the deare beloved children of the j 

And left her that was alone, desolate without daughter 

But what can i helpc you .' 

For he that brought these plagues upon you. 

Will deliver you from the hands of your enemies. 

Goe your way, O my children, goe your way : 

For I am left desolate. 

I have put off the clothing of peace, 

And put upon me the sackcloth of my prayer. 

1 will cry unto the everlasting in my dayes. 

Be of good cheare, O my children, cry unto the Lord : 
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And he shal deliver you from the power and hand of the CHAF 



For my hope is in the Everlasting that hee will save you. 

And ioy is come unto me from the Holy one, 

Because of the mercy which shall soone come unto you from 

the everlasting our Saviour, 
For 1 sent you out with mourning and weeping : 
But God will give you to mee againe, with ioy and gladnesse 

for ever. 
Like as now the neighbours of Sion have seene your captivity: 
So shall they see shortly your salvation from our God, 
Which shall come upon you with great glory, 
And brightnesse of the everlasting. 
My children, suffer patiently the wrath that is come upon The lews* ■■ 



you from God 
For thine enemy hath persecuted thee : 
But shortly thou shalt see his destruction. 
And shalt tread upon his necke. 
My delicate ones have gone rough wnyes, 
And were taken away as a tlocke caught of the enemies. 
Be of good comfort, O my children, and cry unto God : 
For you shall be remembred of him that brought these things 

upon you. 
For as it was your minde to goe astray from God : 
So being returned seeke him ten times 
For he that hath brought these plagues upon you. 
Shall bring you everlasting ioy agoine with your salvation. 
Take a good heart, O lerusalem : 
For hee that gave thee tliat name, will comfort thee. 
Miserable are they that afflicted thee. 
And reioyced at thy fall. 

Miserable are the cities which thy children served : 
Miserable is she that received thy sonnes. 
For as shee reioyced at thy 
And was glad of thy fall : 

So shall she be grieved for her owne desolation. 
For I will take away the reioycing of her great multitude, 
And her pride shalbe turned into mourning. 
For fire shal come upon her from the everlasting, long to 

endure : 
And she shal be inhabited of devils for a great time. 
O Jerusalem, looke about thee toward the East, 
And behold the ioy that comraeth unto thee from God, 
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Loe, thy soiincs come whom thou sentest away ; 

They come gathered together from the £ as t to the West, 

By the word of the holy One, 

Reioycing in the glory of God. 



CHAPTER V 



>UT . 



-*- And put on the comelinesae of the glory that 

commeth from God for ever. 
Cast about thee a double garment of the righteousnesse 

which commeth from God, 
And set a diademe oa thine head of the glory of the 

everlasting. 
For God wil shew thy brightnease unto every countrey 

under heaven. 
For thy name shall bee called of God for ever. 
The peace of righteousnesse, and the glory of Gods worship. 
Arise, O lerusalem, and stand on high. 
And looke about toward the East, 
And behold thy children gathered from the West unto 

the East 
By the word of the holy One, 
Reioycing in the remembrance of God, 
For they departed from thee on foote, and were ledde 

away of their enemies : 
But God bringeth them unto thee exalted with glory. 
As children of the kingdome. 
For God hath appointed that every high hill, and banks of 

long continuance should be cast downe, 
And valleys filled up, to make even the ground. 
That Israel may goe safely in the glory of God. 
Moreover, even the woods, and every sweet smelling tree, 

shall overshadow Israel 
By the coramandement of God. 

For God shall leade Israel with ioy, in the light of his glory, 
With the mercy and righteousnes that commeth from him. 
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The Epistle of leremie 
CHAPTER VI 

A COPY of an Epistle which leremie sent unto them which were The oauiw of 
to be led captives into Babylon, by the king of the Babylonians, tliu capiivliy 
to certifie them as it was commanded him of God. ' " "''"'' "'^■' 



BECAUSE of the sinnes which ye have committed before God, 
ye shall be led away captives unto Babylon by Nabuchodo- 
nosof king of the Babylonians. So when ye be come unto Tlia placat 
Babylon, ye shal remaine there many yeeres, and for a. long "liBroto they 
season, namely seven generations : and after that 1 will bring you j^^a^bjlon : 
away peaceably from thence. Now shal ye see in Babylon gods the vanitio of 
of silver, and of gold, and of wood, borne upon shoulders, which "''i^j 'j'"'" 
cause the nations to feare. Bewnre therefore that yee in no wise are set foonh 
be like to strangers, neither be yee afraid of them, when yee see »' '"rBo in 
the multitude before them, and behinde them, worshipping them. '^"•P"''- 
But say yee in your hearts, O Lord, we must worship thee. For 
mine Angel is with you, and I my selfe caring for your soules. 
As for their tongue, it is polished by the workeman, and they 
themselves are guilded and laid over with silver, yet are they 
but false and cannot speake. And taking golde, as it were for 
a virgine that loves to go gay, they make crownes for the heads 
of their gods. Sometimes also the Priests convey from their gods 
golde and silver, and bestow it upon themselves. Yea they will 
give thereof to the common harlots, and decke tliem as men with 
garments [being] gods of silver, and gods of gold, and wood. 
Yet cannot these gods save themselves from rust and moths, 
though they be covered with purple raiment. They wipe their 
faces because of the dust of the Temple, when there is much 
upon thera. And he that cannot put to death one that offendt^th 
him, holdeth a scepter as though hee were a iudge of the 
countrey. Hee hath also in his right hand a dagger, and an axe : 
but cannot deliver himselfe from warre and theeves. Whereby 
they are knowen not to bee gods, therefore feare them not. For 
like as a vessell that a man useth, is nothing worth when it is 
broken : even so it is with their gods : when they be set up in 
the Temple, their eyes be full of dust, thorow the feet of them 
that come in. And as the doores are made sure on every side, 
upon him that offendeth the king, as being committed to suffer 
death : even so the priests make fast their temples, with doores, 
with iockes and barres, lest their gods bee spoiled with robbers. 
They light them candles, yea, more then for themselves, whereof 
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they cannot see one. They are as ODe of the beames of the 
temple, yet they say, their hearts are gnawed upon by things 
creeping out of the earth, and when they eate them and their 
clothes, they feele it not, 'J'heir faces are blacked, thorow the 
smoke that comes out of the temple. Upon their bodies and 
heads, sit battes, swallowes, and birds, and the cats also. By 
this you may know that they are no gods : therefore feare them 
not. Notwithstanding the gold that is about them, to make 
them beautifuil, cicept they wipe oil' the rust they will not shine : 
for neither when they were molten did they feele it. The things 
wherein there is no breath, are bought for a most hie price. 
They are borne upon shoulders, having no feete, whereby they 
declare unto men that they be nothing worth. They also that 
serve them, are ashamed : for if they fall to the ground at any 
time, they cannot rise up againe of themselves : neither if one 
set them upright can they move of themselves : neither if they 
be bowed downe, can they make themselves streight ; but tfaey 
set gifts before them as unto dead men. As for the things that 
are sacrificed unto them, their priests sell and abuse; in like 
maner their wives lay up part thereof in salt : but unto the poore 
and impotent, they give nothing of it. Menstruous 
women in childbed eate their sacrifices : by these things ye maj 
know that they are no gods ; feare them not. For how can they 
be called gods .'' because women set meate before the gods * 
silver, gold, and wood. And the priests sit in their templi 
having their clothes rent, and their heads and beards shaven, and 
nothing upon their heads. They roare and crie before their god: 
as men doe at the feast when one is dead. The priestes also take 
off their garments, and clothe their 
it be evill that one doth unto then 
to recompense it : they can neithe 
downe. In like maner, they can n 
though a man make a vowe unto thi 
not require it. They can save no m 
the weake from the mighti 
his sight, nor helpe any 

no mercie to the widow : nor doe good to the fatherlesse. Their 
gods of wood, and which are overlaid with gold, and silver, 
like the stones that be hewen out of the raountaine: they that 
worship them shall be confounded. How should a man then tbinke 
and say that they are gods ? when even the Chaldeans themselves 
dishonour them. Who if they shall see one dumbe that cannot 
Bpeake, they bring him and intreate Bel that he may speake, as 
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though he were able to understand. Yet they cannot understand 
this themselves, and leave them : for they have no knowledge. 
The women also with eordes about them, sitting in the wayes, 
bume branne for perfume : but if any of them drawen by some 
that passeth by, lie with him, she reproacheth her fellow that she 
wa-s not thought as worthy as her selfe, nor her cord broken. 
Whatsoever is done among them is false : how may it then be 
thought or said that they are gods ? They are made of carpenters, 
and goldsmiths, they can be nothing else, then the workman will 
have them to be. And they themselves that made them, can 
never continue long, how should then the things that are made of 
them, be gods ? For they left lies and reproaches to them that 
come after. For when there commeth any warre or plague upon 
them, the priests consult with themselves, where they may be 
hidden with them. How then cannot men perceive, that they be 
no gods, which can neither save themselves from warre nor from 
plague ? For seeing they be but of wood, and overlaide with silver 
and golde : it shall be knowen heereafter that they are false. And 
it shall manifestly appeare to all nations and kings, that they are 
no gods : but the workes of mens hands, and that there is no worke 
of God in them. Who then may not know that they are no gods ? 
For neither can they set up a king in the land, nor give raine unto 
men. Neither can they iudge their owne cause, nor redresse a 
wrong being unable : for they are as crowes between heaven and 
earth. Whereupon when fire falleth upon the house of gods of 
wood, or layd over with gold or silver, their priests will fly away, 
and escape : but they themselves shall be burnt asunder like 
beamea. Moreover they cannot withstand any king or enemies : 
how can it then be thought or said that they be gods ? Neither 
are those gods of wood, and layd over with silver or gold able to 
escape either from theeves or robbers. Whose gold, and silver, 
and garments wherwith they .ire clothed, they that are strong doe 
take, and goe away withall r neither are they able to helpe them- 
selves. Therefore it is better to be a king that sheweth his power, 
or else a profitable vessell in an house, which the owner shall have 
use of, then such false gods : or to be a doore in an house to keepe 
such things safe as be therein, then such false gods : or a pillar of 
wood in a palace, then such false gods. For Sunne, Moone, and 
starres, being bright and sent to doe their offices, are obedient. 
In like maner the lightning when it breaketh forth is easie to bee 
seene, and after the same maner the wind bloweth in every 
mtry. And when God commandeth the clouds to goe over the 
whole world : they doe as they arc bidden : and the fire sent 

iesi 



^ 



THE SONG OF 



from above to consume liilles 
but these are like unto them neither 
fore it is neither to be supposed no 
seeing they are able, neither to iudge 
men. Knowing therefore that they i 
For they can neither curse 
shew signes in the heavens 
Sunne, nor give light 



'oods, doth as it is commanded ; 
shew, nor power. Where- 
said, that they are gods, 
luses, nor to doe good unto 
: no gods, feare them not. 
kings. Neither can they 
ig the heathen : nor shine as the 
beasts are better then 




they : for they can get under a covert, and beipe themselves. 
is then by no meanes manifest unto us that they are gods : there- 
fore feare them not. For as n scarerow in a garden of Cucumbers 
keepeth nothing: soare their gods of wood, and laid over with silver 
and gold. And likewise their gods of wood, and laid over with 
silver and gold, are like to a white thome in an orchard that every 
bird sitteth upon; as also to a dead body, that is cast into the darke. 
And you shall know them to be no gods, by the bright purple that 
rotteth upon them : and they themselves afterward shall be 
eaten, and shall be a reproach in the country. Better 
therefore is the lust man that h.ith none idoles ; for 
he shall be farre from reproach. 



The song of the 
THREE HOLY CHILDREN, 

which followeth in the third Chapter of Daniel after 
this place, [And they walked in the midst iif the fire, 

E raising God, and blessing the Lord,] lliat which fol- 
)weth is not in the Hebrew ; to wit, [Then Azarias 
stood up] unto these wordes, [And Nabuchodonosor.] 

rjlHEN Azarias stood up and prayed on this man- 
ner, and opening his mouth in the midst of the 
fire, said. Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our 
fathers : thy Name is worthy to be praised, and 
glorified for evermore. For thou art righteous 
in all the things that thou hast done to us : yea, 
true are all thy workes : thy wayes are right, 
and all thy iudgements trueth. In all the 
things that thou hast brought upon us, and 
' citie of our fathers, even lerusalem, thou hast 
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executed true iudgement : for according to trueth and iudgement, 

didst thou bring all these things upon us, because of our siniies. 

For wee have sinned and committed jniquitie, departing from tbee. 

In all things have we trespassed, and not obeyed thy Comniande- 

ments, nor kept them, neither done as thou hast commanded us, 

that it might goe well with us. Wherefore all that thou hast 

brought upon us, and every thing that thou hast done to us, thou 

hast done in true iudgement. And thou didst deliver us into the 

hands of lawlesse enemies, most hatefull forsakers [of God] and to 

an uniust King, and the most wicked in all the world. And now 

wee can not open our mouthes, we iire become a shame, and 

reproch to thy servants, and to them that worship thee. Yet 

deliver us not up wholy for thy Names sake, neither disanull thou 

thy Covenant : and cause not thy mercy to depart from us : for 

thy beloved Abrahams sake : for thy servant Isaacs sake, and for 

thy holy Israels sake. To whom thou hast spoken and promised. 

That thou wouldest multiply their seed as the starres of heaven, 

and as the sand that lyeth upon the sea shore. For we, O Lord, 

are become lesse then any nation, and bee kept under this day in 

all the world, because of our sinnes. Neither is there at this time. 

Prince, or Prophet, or leader, or burnt offering, or sacrifice, or 

oblation, or incense, or place to sacrifice before thee, and to finde 

mercie. Neverthelesse in a contrite heart, and an humble spirit, 

let us be accepted. Like as in the burnt offering of rammes and 

buUockes, and like as in ten thousands of fat lambes : so let our 

sacrifice bee in thy sight this day, and [grant] that wee may wholy 

goe after thee : for they shall not bee confounded that put their 

trust in thee. And now wee follow thee, with all our heart, wee 

feare thee, and seeke thy face. Put us not to shame : but deale 

with us after thy loving kindenesse, and according to the multitude 

of thy mercies. Deliver us also according to thy marvellous workes, 

and give glory to thy Name, O Lord, and let nil them that doe 

thy servants hurt be ashamed. And let them be confounded in 

all their power and might, and let their strength be broken. And 

let them know that thou art Lord, the onely God, and glorious 

over the whole world. And the kings servants that put them in, 

ceased not to make the oven hote with rosin, pitch, towe, and 

small wood. So that the flame streamed forth alreve the fomace, ^J'y""'' **" J 

fourtie and nine cubites ; and it passed through, and burnt those ,i„ut tiii? 

Caldeans it found about the fomace. But the Angel of the Lord oven we™ 

came downe into the oven, together with A/Jirias and his fellowes, °^"'l^a''iili'i' 

and smote the flame of the fire out of the oven : and made the jren within it 

mids of the fomace, as it had bene a moist whistling wind, so that vers not burl. 
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the fire touched them not at all, neither hurt nor troubled them. 
Then the three, as out of one mouth, praised, glorified, and blessed I 
God in the fomace, saying ; 

I LESSED art thou, O Lord God of our fathers : 

And to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 
And blessed is thy glorious and holy Name : 

And to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou in tbe temple of thine holy glorjr : 

And to be praised and glorified above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths. 

And sittest u]>on the Cherubim s. 

And to be praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou on the glorious Throne of thy kingdome ; 

And to bee praised and glorified above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven : 

And above all to be praised and glorified for ever. 

O all yee workes of the Lorde, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him nbove all for ever. 

O ye heavens, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O yee Angels of the Lord, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye waters that be above the heaven, hlesse yee the Lord: I 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all yee powers of the Lord, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O yee Sunne and Moonc, blesse ye the Lord ; 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye starres of heaven, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O every showre and dew, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O all ye u'indes, blesse yee the Lord : 

Praise and exalt hira above all for ever. 

O yee fire and heate, blesse ye the Lord ; 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O yee Winter and Summer, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye dewes and stormes of snow, blesse ye the I^rdfl 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye nights and dayes, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praiae and exalt him above all for ever. 
Mi 
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O ye light and darkenesae, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O yee yce and colde, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye frost and snow, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye lightnings and clouds, blesse yc the Lord ; 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O let the earth blesse the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye mountaines and little hits, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever, 

O aU ye things that grow on the earth, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O yee fountaines, blesse yee the Lord ; 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye seas and rivers, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye whales and all that moove in the waters, blesse ye the 
Lord: 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O nil ye foules of the aire, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O .ill ye beasts and cattell, blesse ye the Lonl : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye children of men, blesse yee the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O Israel blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye priests of the Lord, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye servants of the Lord, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye spirits and soules of the righteous, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O ye holy and humble men of heart, blesse ye the Lord : 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever. 

O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, blesse ye the Lord, 

Praise and exalt him above all for ever; 

For hec hath delivered ua from hell. 

And saved us from the hand of death. 

And delivered us out of the mids of the furnace, [and] burn- 
ing flame : 
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Eren oat of the mids of the fire hxtfa he delirei«d ds. 

O giTc thanks onto tbe Lord, becaaae be ii giaeiaaa : 

For hit mercie endureth for ever. 

O all ye that wonhip the Lord, Ue»e tbe God of gods, 

fVafae him, and giic bim thanks : 

For Idi meicie CBdaretb ftr ever. 




THE HISTORIE OF SUSANNA, 

set apart from the beginning of Daniel, because 

it is not in Hebrew, as neither the narration of 

Bel and the Dragon. 

H£RE dwelt a man in Babylon, caUcd loacim. 
And bee tookc a wife, whose name was Sas- 
aona, the dftugbter of Chelcias, a veiy faire 
woman, and one that feared the Lord. Her 
parents also were righteous, and taught their 
daughter according to the Law of Moses. Now 
loacim was a great rich man, and had a faire 
garden iojning unto his house, and to him 
resorted the lewes : because he was more 
hoDourable then all otherti. The same yeere were appointed two of 
the Ancients of the people to be iudges, such as the Lard spake 
of, that wiclcednesse came from Babylon from ancient iudges, who 
seemed to j^uveme the people. These kept much at loacims 
house : and all that had any suits in lawe, came unto them- Now 
when the people departed away at noone, Susanna went into her 
husbands garden to walke. And the two Elders saw her going in 
every day and walking : so that their lust was inflamed toward 
her. And they perverted their owne mind. And turned away their 
eyes, that they might not tooke unto heaven, nor remember iust 
iudgements. And albeit they both were wounded with her love : 
yet durst not one shew another his griefe. For they were ashamed 
to declare their lust, that they desired to have t-o doe with her. 
Yet they watched diligently from day to day to see her. And the 
one said to the other. Let us now goe home: for it is dinner time. 
So when they were gone out, they parted the one ^m the other, 
and turning backe againe they came to the same place, and after 
that they bad asked one another the cause, they acknowledged 
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their lust : then appointed they <i time both together, when they ^^H 

might find her alone. And it fell out as they watched a lit time, ^H 

she went in as before, with two maids onely, and she was desirous ^^B 

to wash her selfe ia the garden : for it was hot. Aad there was Two ladgaa 
no body there save the two Elders, that had hid themselves, and hiilo theniBalves 
watched her. Then she said to her maids. Bring me oile and ^^ StwSntt'w 
washing bals, and shut the garden doores, that 1 may wash me. have their 
And they did as she bad them, and shut the garden doores, and p'oanutoof bar: 
went out themselves at privie doores to fetch the things that she 
had commaunded them : but they saw not the Elders, because 

I they were hid. Now when the maids were gone forth, the two 

Elders rose up, and ran unto her, saying. Behold, the garden 
doores are shut, that no man can see us, and we are in love with 
thee: therefore consent unto us, and lie with us. If thou wilt 
not, we will beare wttnesse against thee, that a young man was 
with thee : and therefore thou didst send away thy maides from 
thee. Then Susanna sighed and said, I am straited on every 
Bide : for if I doe this thing, it is death unto me : and if I doe it 
not, 1 cannot escape your hands. It is better for me to fall into 
your hands, and not doe it : then to ainne in the sight of the Lord. 
With that Susanna cried with a loud voice: and the two Elders 
cried out .igainst her. Then ranne the one, and opened the garden 
doore. So when the servants of the house heard the crie in the 
garden, they rushed in at a privie doore to see what was done unto 
her. But when the Elders had declared their matter, the servants 
were greatly ashamed : for there was never such a report made of 
Susamia. And it came to passe the next day, when the people wbioh when 
were assembled to her husband loacira, the two Elders came also o^j^i""'^^*'?' 
full of mischievous imagination against Susanna to jiut her to death, aceuae and 
and said before the people. Send for Susanna, the daughter ofoaosoherto 
Chelcias, loacims wife. And so they sent. So she came witli her ^,"^^"4^^™ 
father and mother, her children and alt her kinred. Now Susamia 
was a very delicate woman and beauteous to behold. And these 
wicked men commanded to uncover her face (for she was covered) 
that they might be filled with her beautie. Therefore her friends, 
and all that saw her, wept. Then the two Elders stood up in the 
mids of the people, and laid their hands upon her head. And she 
weeping looked up towards heaven : for her heart trusted in the 
Lord. And the Elders said. As we walked in the garden alone, 
this woman came in, with two maides, and shut the garden doores, 
and sent the maides away. Then a young man who there was 
hid, came unto her and lay with her. Then we that stood in a 
corner of the garden, seeing this wickednesse, ran unto them. 
5 : KK 357 
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And when wc saiv them together, the man we could not hold : for 
he was stronger then we, and opened the doore, and leaped out. 
But having taken this womun, we asked who the young man was; 
but she would not tell us: these things doe we testiHe. Then the 
assembly beleeved them, as those that were the Elders and ludges 
of the people : so they condemned her to death. Then Susanna 
cried out with a loud voice and said : O everlasting God that 
knowest the secrets, and knowest all things before they be : thou 
knowest that they have borne false witnesse against me, and behold 
I must die : whereas I never did such things, as these men have 
maliciously invented against me. And the Lord heard her voice. 
Therefore when she i^as led to be put to death : the Lord raised 
up the holy spirit of a young youth, whose name was Daniel, who 
iknlsl ei- cried with a loud voice : 1 am cleare from the blood of this woman. 
ithihe Then all the people turned them towards him, and said: What 

^de^""^ meane these words that thou hast spoken ? So he standing in the 

the two iadget mids of them, said, Are ye such fooles ye sonnes of Israel, that 
ttiM. without examination or knowledge of the truth, ye have condemned 

a daughter of Israel .' Itetume agaioe to the place of iudgemeot : 
for they have borne false witnesse again.st her. Wherefore all the 
people turned againe in hast, and the Elders said unto him. Come 
sit downe among us, and shew it us, seeing God hath given thee 
the honour of an Elder, Then said Daniel unto them. Put these 
two aside one farre from another, and 1 will examine them. So 
when they were put asunder one from another, hee called one of 
them, and said unto him, O thou that art waxen old in wickednesse: 
now thy sinnes which thou hast committed aforetime, nre come [to 
light.] For thou hast pronounced false iudgement, and hast con- 
demned the innocent, and hast let the guiltie goe free, albeit the 
Lord saith, The innocent and righteous shalt thou not slay. Now 
then if thou hast seene her : tell me. Under what tree sawest thou 
them companying together? who answered. Under a masticke tree. 
And Daniel said. Very wel ; Thou hast hed against thine owne 
head ; for even now the Angel of God hath received the sentence 
of God, to cut thee in two. So hee put him aside, and commanded 
to bring the other, and said unto him, O thou seed of Chanaon, 
and not of luda, beauty hath deceived thee, and lust hath per- 
verted thine heart. Thus have yce dealt with the daughters of 
Israel, and they for feare companied with you : but the daughter 
of ludft would not abide your wickednesse. Now therefore tell 
mee. Under what tree didst thou take tliem companying together? 
who answered. Under a holme tree. Then said Daniel unto him. 
Well : thou hast also lied against thine owne head : for the Aogel 
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of God waiteth with the sword to cut thee in two, that he may 

destroy you. With that all the assembly cried out with n lowd 

voice, and praised God who saveth them that trust in him. And 

they arose against the two Elders, (for Daniel had convicted them 

of false witnesse by their owne mouth) and according to the Law 

of Moses, they did unto them in such sort as they malitiously 

intended to doe to their neighbour : And they put them to death. 

Thus the innocent blood was saved the same day. Therefore 

Chelcias and his wife praised Cod for their daughter Susanna, 

with loacim her husband, and all the kinred ; because there 

was no dishonestie found in her. From that day foorth 

was Daniel hod in great reputation in the sight 

of the people. 



THE HISTORY OF THE DESTRUCTION 
OF BEL AND THE DRAGON, 

cut off from the end of Daniel. 

tIND King Astyages was gatliered to his fathers, 
and Cyrus of Persia received his kingdome. 
And Daniel conversed with the king, and was 
honored above all his friends. Now the Baby- 
lonians had an Idol called Bel, and there were 
spent upon hira every day twelve great mea- 
sures of fine flowre, and fourtie sheepe, and 
sixe vessels of wine. And the king worshipped 
it, and went daily to adore it : but Daniel 
worshipped his owne God, And the king said unto him, Why 
doest not thou worship Bel ? Who answered and said, Because 
1 may not worship idols made with hands, but the living God, 
who hath created the heaven, and the earth, and hath soveraigntie 
over all flesh. Then saide the King unto him, Tfainkest thou not 
that Bel is a living god P seest thou not how much he ealeth 
and drinketh every day ? Then Daniel smiled, and said, O king, 
be not deceived : for this is but clay within, and brasse without, 
and did never eate or drinke any thing. So the king was wroth, 
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and called for his Priests, and said unto them. If yee tell me not 
who this is that devoureth these expenses, ye shall die. But if ye 
can certifie me that Bel devoureth them, then Daniel shall die : 
for hee hath spoken blasphemie against Bel. And Daniel sayd 
unto the king, Let it be according to thy word. {Now the 
Priests of Bel were threescore and tenne, beside their wives and 
children) and the king went with Daniel into the temple of Bet. 
So Bels Priests said, Ixte, wee goe out : but thou, O king, set on 
the meate, and make ready the wine, and shut the doore fast, and 
scale it with thine owne signet : and to morrow, when thou 
commest in, if thou Rudest not that Bel hath eaten up all, wee will 
suffer death ; or else Daniel, that speakcth falsely against ua. 
And they little regarded it : for under the table they had made a 
privie entrance, whereby they entred in continually, and coQsuroed 
those things. So when they were gone forth, the king set meates 
before Bel. Now Daniel had commanded his servants to bring 
ashes, and those they strewed throughout all the temple, in the 
presence of the king alone : then went they out and shut the 
doore, and sealed it with the kings signet, and so departed. Now 
in the night came the Priests with their wives and children (as 
they were woont to doe) and did eate and drinke up all. In the 
morning betime the king arose, and Daniel with him. And the 
king said, Daniel, are the scales whole? And hi 
king, they be whole. And assoone as he had opened the doore^, 
the king looked upon the table, and cried with a loude voice,' 
Great art thou, O Bel, and with tht!e is no deceit at all. Thea^ 
laughed Daniel, and helde the king that he should not goe in, and ' 
sayd. Behold now the pavement, and marke well whose footsteps 
are tfiese. And the king said, I see the footsteps of men, women 
and children: and then the king was angry, and tooke the Priests, 
with their wives and children, who shewed him the privy doores, 
where they came in, and consumed such things as were upon the 
table. Therefore the king slewe them, and delivered Bel into 
Daniels power, who destroyed him and his temple. And in that 
same place there was a great Dragon, which they of Babylon wor- 
shipped. And the king said unto Daniel, Wilt thou also say that 
this is of brasse ? loc, he liveth, he eateth and drinketh, thou canst 
not say, that he is no living God : therefore worship him. Then 
said Daniel unto the king, I will worship the Lord my God : for he 
is the living God. But give me leave, O king, and I shall slay 
this dragon without sword or stafTe. The king sayde, I give thee 
leave. Then Daniel tooke pitch, fat, and haire, and did seethe 
them together, and made lumpes thereof: this hee put in the 
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Dragons mouth, and so the Dragon burst in sunder : and Daniel knd the Dragoi 
said, Loe, these arc the gods you worship. When they of ''»'"«■ "'^"h 
Babylon heard that, they tooke great indignation, and conspired shipped. 
against the king, saying, The king is become a lew, and he hath 
destroyed Bel, he hath slaine the Dragon, and put the Priests to 
death. So they came to the king, and said. Deliver us Daniel, or 
else we will destroy thee and thine house. Now when the king 
sawe that they pressed him sore, being constrained, he delivered 
Daniel unto them: who cast him into the lions den, where he 
was sixe dayes. And in the den there were seven lyons, and they 
had given them every day two carkeises, and two sheepe: which 
then were not given to them, to the intent they might devoure 
Daniel. Now there was in lury a Prophet called Habacuc, who Dsnlal U pre- 
had made pottage, and had broken bread in a boule, and was j ■--'■- 
going into the field, for to bring it to the reapers. But the Angel 
of the Lord said unto Habacue, Goe earrie the dinner that thou 
hast into Babylon unto Daniel, who is in the lions denne. And 
Habacuc said. Lord, I never saw Babylon : neither do I know 
where the denne is. Then the Angel of the Lord tooke him by 
the crown, and bare him by the haire of his head, and through the 
vehemencie of his spirit, set him in Babylon over the den. And 
Habacuc cryed, saying, O Daniel, Daniel, take the dinner which 
God halh sent thee. And Daniel saide. Thou hast remembred 
mee, O God : neither hast thou forsaken them that seeke thee, 
and love thee. So Daniel arose and did eate : and the Angel of 
the Lord set Habacuc in his owne place againe immediatly. Upon 
the seventh day the king went to bewaile Daniel : and when he 
came to the den, he looked in, and behold, Daniel was sitting. 
Then cried the king with a loude voyce, saying. Great art thou, '^^J^ll^'^ 
O Lord God of Daniel, and there is none other besides thee, the God of 
And he drew him out: and cast those that were 

his destruction into the den : and they were devoured 
in a moment before his face. 
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THE PRAYER OF MANASSES 

KING OF lUDA, when he was holden 
captive in Babylon. 

LORD, Almightie God of our Fathen, 
Abrahain, Isaac, and locob. 
And of their righteoos seed : 
Who hast made heaveD and earth, with all the 

ornament thereof; 
Who hast bound the Sea by the word of tfajr 

Comroandeinent : 
Who hast shut up tbe deepe, and seated it bj 
thy terrible and glorious Name, 
Whome all men feare, and tremble before thy power : 
For the Maiestie of thy glory cannot bee borne. 
And thine angry threatning towards sinners is importable : 
But tbymercifull promise is unmeasurable and unsearchable : 
For thou art the most High Lord, of great compassion, long 

suffering, very mercifull. 
And repentest of the evils of men. 

Thou, O Lord, according to thy great goodnesse hast 
promised repentance, and forgivenesse to them that 
have sinned against thee : 
And of thine infinite mercies hast appointed repentance unto 

sinners that they may be saved. 
Thou therefore, O Lord, that art the God of the iost, hast 

not appointed repentance to the iust. 
As to Abraham, and Isaac, and lacob, which have not sinned 

against thee ; 
But thou hast appointed repentance unto me that am b 

For 1 have sinned above the number of the sands of the Sea. 
My transgressions, O Lord, are multiplied : my trans- 
gressions are multiplied. 
And I am not worthy to behold and see the height of heaven. 
For the multitude of mine iniquitie. 
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1 am bowed downe with many yron bands. 

That I cannot lift up mine head, 

Neither have any release: 

For I have provoked thy wrath, and done evill before thee, 

I did not thy will, neither kept I thy CommandementG ; 

I have set up abominations, and have multiplied offences. 

Now therefore 1 bow the knee of mine heart, beseeching 

thee of grace : 
I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, and I acknowledge 

mine iniquities : 
Wherefore I humbly beseech thee, forgive me, O Lord, 

forgive me. 
And destroy me not with mine iniquities. 
Be not angry with me for ever, by reserving evill for me. 
Neither condemne mee into the lower parts of the earth. 
For thou art the God, even the God of them that repent : 
And in me thou wilt shew all thy goodnesse : 
For thou wilt save me that am unworthy, according to thy 

great merde. 
Therefore I will praise thee for ever all the dnyes of my life: 
For all the powers of the heavens doe praise thee. 
And thine is the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



The First Booke of 
THE MACCABEES 




quiet before himj 



CHAPTER I 
ND it happened, after that Alexander sonne of 
Philip, the Macedonian, who came out of the 
land of Chettiira, had smitten Darius king of 
the Persians and Medes, that hee reigned in 
his stead, the first over Greece, and made 
many wars, and wan many strong holds, and 
slew the kings of the earth, and went through 
to the ends of the earth, and tooke spoiles of 
many nations, insomuch, that the earth was 
whereupon he was exalted, and his heart was 
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CHAPTER lifted up. Aod he gathered a mighty strong hoste, aud ruled 
I over countries, and nations and kings, who became tributaries unto 

him. And nfter these things he fell sicke, and perceived that 
he should die. Wherefore he called his servants, such as were 
honourable, and had bin brought up with him from his youth, and 
parted his kingdome among them, while he was yet alive : so 
Alexander reigned twelve yeeres, and (then) died. And his 
Bcrvants bare rule every one in his place. And after his death 
tbey all put crownes [upon themselves] so did their aonnes 
after them, many yeeres, aud evils were multiplied in the earth. 
And there came out of them a wicked roote, Aotiochus [sur- 
muned] Epiphanes, sonne of Autiocbus the king, who had beene 
an hostage at Rome, and he reigned in the huadreth and thirty 
and seventh yeere of the kingdome of the Greekes. In those dales 
went there out of Israel wicked men, who perswaded many, 
saying. Let us goe, and make a covenant with the heathen, that 
are round about us : for since we departed from them, we have 
had much sorrow. So this devise pleased them well. Then 
certaine of the people were so forward heerein, that they went 
to the king, who gave them licence to doe after the ordinances 
Aatioohiu gkve of the heathen. Whereu)K>n they built a place of exercise at 
j?"? "^i*"' "'( lerusalem, according to the customes of the heathen, and made 
tha QenUles in themaetves, uncircumclsed, and forsooke the holy covenant, and 
HietimleiD, ioyned themselves to the heathen, and were sold to doe mischiefe. 
Now when the kingdome was established, before Antiochus, hee 
thought to reigneover Egypt, that he might have the dominion of 
two realms : wherefore he entred into Egypt with a great multi- 
tude, with chariots, aud elephants, and horsemen, and a great 
navie, and made warre against Ptolomee king of Egypt, but 
Ptolomee was afraide of him, aud fled : and many were wounded to 
death. Thus they got the strong cities in the land of Egypt, and 
hee tooke the spoiles thereof. And after that Antiochus had 
smitten Egypt, he returned agauie in the hundretb fortie and 
third yeere, and went up against Israel and lerusalem with a great 
multitude, and entred proudly into the sanctu&rie, anil tooke away 
the golden altar, and the candlesticke of tight, and all the vessels 
And nailoa thereof, and the table of the shewbread, and the powriiig vessels, 
ta ^ [""It. ""'' ^''^ vials, and the censers ol'gold, and the vaile, and the crownes, 
and the golden ornaments that were before the temple, all which 
he pulled off. Hee tooke also the silver and the gold, and the 
pretious vessels: also he tooke the hidden treasures which he found: 
and when hee had taken all away, he went into his owne land, 
having made a great massacre, and spoken very proudly. Therfore 
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there was great raourning in Israel, in everyplace where they were; 
so that the Princes and Elders mourned, the virgines and yong men 
were made feeble, and the beautie of women was changed. Every 
bridegrume tooke up lamentation, and she that sate in the mar- 
riage chamber, was in heavinesse. The land also was moved for 
the inhabitants thereof, and all the house of lacob was covered 
with confusion. And after two yeeres fully expired, the king 
sent his chiefe collectour of tribute unto the cities of luda, who 
came unto lerusalem with a great multitude, and spake peaceable 
wordes unto them, but [all was] deceit : for when they had given 
him credence, he fell suddenly upon the citie, and smote it very 
sore, and destroyed much people of Israel. And when hee had 
taken the spoiles of the citie, hee set it on fire, and pulled downe 
the houses, and walles thereof on every side. But the women 
and children tooke they captive, and possessed the cattell. Then 
builded they the citie of David with a great and strong wall, [and] 
with mightie towers, and made it a strong hold for them, and 
they put therein a sinfuU nation, wicked men, and fortified [them- 
selves] therein. They stored it also with armour and victuals, 
and wDeu they had gathered together the spoiles of lerusalem, 
they layd them up there, and so they became a sore snare: for 
it was a place to lie in wait against the Sanctuary, and nn evill 
adversary to Israel. Thus they shed innocent blood on every side 
of the Sanctuary, and defiled it. In so much that the inhabi- 
tants of lerusalem fledde because of them, whereupon [the citie] 
was made an habitation of strangers, and became strange to those 
that were borne in her, and her owne children left her : her 
Sanctuary was laid waste like a wildemesse, her feasts were 
turned into mourning, her Sabbaths into reproch, her honour into 
contempt. As had bene her glory, so was her dishonour encreased, 
and her excellencie was turned into mourning. Moreover king 
Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdome, that alt should be one 
people, and every one should leave his lawes: so all the heathen 
agreed, according to the commandement of the king. Yea many 
also of the Israelites consented to his religion, and sacrificed unto 
idols, and prophaned the Sabbath. For the king had sent letters 
by messengers unto lerusalem, and the cities of luda, that they 
should follow the strange lawes of the land, and forbid burnt offer- 
ings, and sacrifice, and drinke offerings in the temple ; and that 
they should prophane the Sabbaths, and festivall dayes : and pollute 
the Sanetuarie and holy people : set up altars, and groves, and 
chappels of idols, and sacrifice swines flesh, and uncleane beasts : 
that they should also leave their children uncircumcised, and 
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make their soules abominable with all m&iier of uncleannesse, and 
propliauatioD : to the end they might forget the l-aw, and chuige 
all the tirdinaacea. And whosoever would not doe according to 
the commandement of the king [he said] he should die. In the 
Belfe same maner wrote he to his whole Lingdome, and appointed 
overseers over all the people, commanding the cities of luda to 
sacrifice, citie by citie. Then many of the people were gathered 
unto them, to wit, every one that forsooke the Lawe, and so they 
committed evils in the land; and drove the Israelites into secret 
places, even wheresoever they could flie for succour. Now the 
fifteenth day of the raoneth Casleu, in the hundreth fourtie and fift 
yeere, they set up the abomination of desolation upon the Altar, 
and builded idole altars throughout the cities of luda, on every 
side : and burnt incense at the doores of their houses, and in the 
streetes. And when they had rent in pieces the bookes of the 
Lawe which they found, they burnt them with fire. And where- 
soever was found with any, tJie booke of the Testament, or if any 
consented to the Lawe, the kiugi; commandement was, that they 
should put him to death. Thus did they by their authority, unto 
the Israelites every moneth, to as many as were found in the 
cities. Now the five and twentieth day of the moneth, they did 
sacrifice upon the idole altar, which was upon the Altar of God. 
At which time, according to the commandement, they put to death 
certaiae women that had caused their children to be circumcised, i 
And they hanged the infants about their neckes, and rifled their ] 
houses, and slewe them that had circumcised them. Howbei^ I 
many in Israel were fully resolved and conJirmed in themselves I 
not to eate any uncleane thing. Wherfore they chose rather to J 
die, that they might not be defiled with meats, and that thqr j 
might not profane the holy Covenant ; So then they died. And J 
there was very great wrath upon Israel. 

CHAPTER II 

IN those daies arose Mattathias the son of lohn, the sonne a 
Simeon, a Priest of the sonnes of loarib, from lerusaleUi 
and dwelt in Modin. And he had five sonnes, loannan caUeij 
Caddis : Simon, called Thassi : ludas, who was called Maccabeui 
Eleazar, called Avaran, and lonathan, whose si 
And when hee saw the blasphemies that were committed in lui 
and lerusalem, he said. Woe is me, wherfore was I borne to s 
this misery of my people, and of the holy citie, and to dwell thei 
when it was delivered into the hand of the enemie, and t 
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Sanctuary into the hand of strang;ers? Her Temple is become CHAPTER ' 
as a man witliout glory. Her glorious vessels are caried away II 

into captivitie, her infants are slaine in the streets, her yong men 
with the sword of the enemie. What nation hath not had a part 
in her kingdome, and gotten of her spoiles ? All her ornaments 
are taken away, of a free-woman shee is become a bondslave. 
And behold, our Sanctuarie, even our beautie, and our glory is 
laid waste, and the Gentiles have profaned it. To what ende 
therefore shall we live any longer? Then Mattathias and his sons 
rent their clothes, and put on sackcloth, and mourned very sore. 
In the meane while the kings officers, such as compelled the 
people to revolt, came into the city Modin to make them sacrifice. 
And when many of Israel came unto them, Mattathias also and his 
sonnes came together. Then answered the kings officers, and 
said to Mattathias on this wise ; Thou art a ruler, and an honour- 
able and great man in this citie, and strengthened with sons and 
brethren : now therefore come thou first and fulfill the kings 
commanderaent, like as all the heathen have done ; yea and the 
men of luda also, and such as remaine at lerusalem : so shalt thou 
and thine house be in the number of the kings friends, and thou 
and thy children shall be honoured with silver, and golde, and 
many rewards. Then Mattathias answered, and spake with a 
loude voice, Though all the nations that are under the kings 
dominion obey him, and fall away every one from the religion of 
their fathers, and give consent to his commandements : yet will I, 
and my sonnes, and my brethren waike in the covenant of our 
fathers. God forbid that we should forsake the Law, and the 
ordinances: we will not hearken to the kings words, to goe from 
our religion, either on the right hand, or the left. Now when he 
had left speaking these words, there came one of the lewes in the 
sight of all, to sacrifice on the altar, which was at Modin, accord- 
ing to the kings commandement. Which thing when Mattathias HeBlsTothi 
saw, he was inflamed with eeale, and his reines trembled, neither f^Z^&w w 
could hee forbeare to shew his anger according to iudgement : idoies in Me 
wherefore he ranne, and slew him upon the altar. Also the kings preBenoe, an 
commissioner who compelled men to sacrifice, he killed at that J^naeT'Sw" 
time, and the altar he pulled downe. Thus dealt he zealously for 
the Law of God, like as Phineas did unto Zambri the sonne of 
Salom. And Mattathias cried throughout the citie with a loud 
voyce, saying. Whosoever is zealous of the law, and maintainetfa 
the covenant, let him follow me. So he and his sonnes fled into 
the mountaines, and left all that ever they had in the citie. Then 
many that sought after iustice and iudgement, went downe into 
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the wildernesse to dwell there. Both they uad their children, 
and their wives, and their cattetl, because afflictions increased sore 
upon them. Now when it was told the king^ servants, and the 
hoste that was at lerusalem, in the citie of David, that certaine 
men, who had broken the kings command em ent, were gone dawne 
into the secret places in the wildernesse, they pursued after 
them, a great number, and having overtaken them, they camped 
against them, and made war against them on the Sabbath day. 
And they said unto them, Let that which you have done hitherto, 
suffice : Come foorth, and doe according to the commandement of 
> the king, and you shall live. But they said. We will not corae 
forth, neither will we do the kings commandement to profane the 
Sabbath day. So then they gave them the hattell with all speed. 
Howbeit, they answered them not, neither cast they a stone at 
them, nor stopped the ]>laces where they lay hid, but said. Let us 
die all in our innocencie : heaven and earth shall testilie for us, 
that you put us to death wrongfully. So they rose up against 
them in battell on the Sabbath, and they slew them with their 
wives and children, and their cattell, to the number of a thousand 
people. Now when Mattathias and his friends understood hereof, 
they mourned for them right sore. And one of them said to 
another : If we all do as our brethren have done, and light not for 
our Uvea, and lawea against the heathen, they wil now quickly 
root us out of the earth. At that time therfore they decreed, 
saying, Whosoever shall come to make battell with us on the 
Sabbath day, we will fight against him, neither will wee die all, 
as our brethren that were murdered in the secret places. Then 
came there nnto him a company of Assideans, who were mightie 
men of Israel, even all such as were voluntarily devoted unto 
the Lawe. Also all they that fled for persecution ioyned tbem- 
selves unto them, and were a stay nnto them. So they ioyned 
their forces, and smote sinfull men in their anger, and wicked 
men in their wrath : but the rest fled to the heathen for succour. 
Then Mattathias and his friends went round about, and pulled 
downe the altars. And what children soever they found within 
the coast of Israel un circumcised, those they circumcised valiantly. 
They pursued also after the proud men, and the work prospered 
in their hand. So they recovered the Law out of the hand of 
the Gentiles, and out of the hande of Kings, neither suffered 
they the sinner to triumph. Now when the time drew neere, 
that Mattathias should die, he said unto his sonnes. Now hath 
pride and rebuke gotten strength, and the time of destruction, 
and the wrath of indignation : now therefore, my sonnes, be ye 
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zealous for the Law, and give your lives for the covenant of your CHAPTER 
fathers. Call to remembrance what actes our fathers did in their II 

time, so shall ye receive great honour, and an everlasting name. Hee dietb, uid 
Was not Abraham foiuici faithfull in tentation, and it was imputed iDstmotetli 
unto htm for right eousn esse ^ losepb in the time of his distresse 
kept the commaundement, and was made Lord of Egypt. Phineas 
our father in being zealous and fervent, obtained the covenant of 
an everlasting priesthood. lesus for fulfilling the word, was made 
a iudge in Israel. Caleb for bearing witnesse, before the congre- 
gation, received the heritage of the land. David for being merci- 
fully possessed the throne of an everlasting kingdome. Elias for 
being zealous and fervent for the law, was taken up into heaven. 
Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, by beleeving were saved out of the 
flame. Daniel for his innocencie was delivered from the mouth of 
Lyons. And thus consider ye throughout all ages, that none that 
put their trust in him shall be overcome. Feare not then the 
words of a sinfuU man ; for his glory shall bee dung and wormes. 
To day he shall be lifted up, and to morrow hee shall not be 
found, because he is returned into his dust, and his thought is 
come to nothing. Wherefore you my sonnes be valinntj and shew 
your selves men in the behalfe of the law, for by it shall you 
obtaine glory. And behold, I know that your brother Simon is a 
man of counsell. give eare unto him alway r he shall be a father 
unto you. As for ludas Maccabeus hee hath bin mighty and strong, and mnketh 
even from his youth up, let him be your captaine, and fight the }„d^''^,|^ 
battaile of the people. Take also unto you, all those that observe i^^, genenklL 
the law, and avenge ye the wrong of your people. Recompence ' 

fully the heathen, and take heed to the comm an dements of the 
law. So he blessed them, and was gathered to his fathers. And 
he died in the hundreth fortie, and sixth yeere, and his sonnes 
buried him in the Sepulchre of his fathers, at Modin, and all 
Israel made great lamentation for him. 

CHAPTER in 

THEN hJB Sonne ludas, called Maccabeus, rose up in his Thovalouru 
stead. And oil his brethren helped him, and so dii) all i^" 
they that held with his father, and they fought with 
cheerefulnesse, the battaile of Israel. So he gate his people great 
honor, and put on a brestplate as a giant, and girt his warlike 
hamesse about him, and he made battels, protecting the host 
with his sword. In his acts he was like a lyon, and like a lyons 
whelp roaring for his pray. For hee pursued the wicked, and 
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sought them out, and burnt up those that vexed his people. 
Wherefore the wicked shrunke for fesre of him, and all the { 
workers of iniquity were troubled, because salvation prospered i 
his hand. He j^eved also many kings, and made lacob glad with 
his acts, and his memoriall is blessed for ever. Moreover be went 
through the citties of ludu, destroying the ungodly out of them, 
and turning away wrath from Israel. So that he was renowned 
unto the utmost part of the earth, and he received unto him such 
as were ready to perish. Then Apollonius gathered the Gentiles 
together, and a great host out of Samsffia to fight against Israel. 
Which thing when ludas perceived he went forth to meete him, 
and so he smote him, and slew him, many also fell downe slaine, 
but the rest tied. Wherefore ludas tooke their spoiles, and Apol- 
lonius sword also, and therewith he fought, all his life long. Now 
when Seron a prince of the armie of Syria, heard say that ludas 
had gathered unto him a multitude and company of the faithfull, 
to goe out with him to warre, he said, I will get me a name and 
honour in the kingdome, for I will goe fight with ludas, and them 
that are with him, who despise the kings commandement. So he 
made him ready to goe up, and there went with him a mighty 
host of the ungodly to lielpe him, and to be avenged of the 
children of Israel. And when hee came neere to the going up of 
Bethoron, ludas went forth to meet him with a smal company. 
Who when they saw the host comming to meet them, said unto 
ludas ; How shall wee be able, being so few to fight against so 
great a multitude, and so strong, seeing wee are ready to faint 
with fasting all this day ? Unto whom ludas answered : It is no 
hard matter for many to bee shut up in the hands of a few ; and 
with the God of heaven it is all one, to deliver with a great mulU- 
tude, or a small company : for the victory of battell standetb not 
in the multitude of an hoste, but strength commeth from heaven. 
They come against us in much pride and iniquitie to destroy us, 
and our wives and children, and to spoile us : but wee fight for 
our lives, and our Lawes. Wherefore the Lord himselfe will over- 
throw them before our face : and as for you, be ye not afraid 
of them. Now as soone as hee had left off speaking, he iept 
suddenly upon them, and so Seron and his host was overthrowen 
before him. And they pursued them from the going downe of 
Bethoron, unto the plaiiie, where were slaine about eight hundred 
men of them ; and the residue fledde into the land of the Philis- 
tines. Then began the feare of ludas and his brethren, and an 
exceeding great dread to fall upon the nations round about them : 
in so much, as his Fame came unto the king, and all nations talked 
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of the battels of ludas. Now when King Antiochus heard these CHAPTER 
things, he was full of indignation : wherefore hee sent and III 

gathered together all the forces of his realme [even] a very strong Antioohae 
armie. He opened also his treasure, and gave his souldiers pay «™'lBth a 
for a yeere, commanding them to be ready, whensoever he should S^^^him. 
need them. Neverthe lease, when he saw that the money of his 
treasures failed, and that the tributes in the countrey were small, 
because of the dissention, and plague which he had brought upon 
the land, in taking away the Lawes which had bene of old time, 
hee feared that he should not be able to beare the charges any 
longer, nor to have such gifts to give so liberally, as he did 
before : for hee had abounded above the Kings that were before 
him. Wherefore, being greatly perplexed in his minde, hee 
determined to goe into Persia, there to take the tributes of the 
countreys, and to gather much money. So hee left Lysias a noble 
man, and one of the blood royall, to oversee the affaires of the 
King, from the river Euphrates, unto the borders of Egypt : and 
to bring up his sonne Antiochus, unlill he came againe. Moreover 
he delivered unto him the halfc of his forces, and the Elephants, 
and gave him charge of nil things that he would have done, as 
also concerning them that dwelt in luda and Jerusalem. To wit, 
that he should send an armie against them, to destroy and root 
out the strength of Israel, and the remnant of Jerusalem, and to 
take away their memorial! from that place : and that he should 
place strangers in all their quarters, and divide their land by lot. 
So the king tooke the halfe of the forces that remained, and 
departed from Antioch his royall city, the hundreth fourtie and 
seventh yeere, and having passed the river Euphrates, hee went 
through the high countreys. Then Lysias chose Ptoleme, the son 
of Dorymenes and Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty men of the kings 
friends : and with them hee sent fourtie thousand footmen, and 
seven thousand horsemen to goe into the land of luda, and to 
destroy it as the king commanded. So they went forth with all 
their power, and came and pitched by Emmaus in the plaine 
countrey. And the merchants of the countrey, hearing the fame 
of them, tooke silver, and gold very much, with servants, and 
came into the campe to buy the children of Israel for slaves ; A 
power also of Syria, and of the land of the Philistines, ioyned 
themselves unto them. Now when ludas and his brethren saw 
that miseries were multiplied, and that the forces did encampe 
themselves in their borders, (for they knewe how the king had 
given commaundement to destroy the people, and utterly abolish 
them,) they said one to another. Let us restore the decayed 
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estate of our people, and let us figbt for our people and t. 
tiiarie. Then was the congrcgatioD gathered togetlier, that tbej 
might be reader for battel!, and that the}- might pray, and aske 
menrj' and canipassi<Ht- Now lentsalem lay voide as a wilder- 
oesse, there was none of her children that went in or oat : the 
Sanctoarie also was troden dowue, and aliens kept the stnHig 
holde : the heathen had their habitation in that place, and ioj 
was taken ftnm lacob, and the pipe with the harpe ceased. 
Wherefore the Israelites assembled themselves together, and 
CMiM to Ha^Aa orer-against lerusalem ; for in Maspha was the 
place where Ukj ]H«ved aforetime in Israel. Then they fasted 
that day, and put on lacke cloth, and cast ashes upon their heads, 
and rent their clothes : and laide open the booke of the Law, 
wherein the heathen had sought to paint the likenesse of their 
images. They brought also the ftiestes garments, and the 
first fruits, and the tithes, and the Nasarites they stirred op, who 
bad accomplished their dayes. Then cried they with a loude 
voice toward heaven, saying. What shall we doe with these, 
and whither shall wee cary them away ? For thy Sanctuarie is 
troden downe and profan^, and thy Priestes are in heavinesse, 
and brought low. And loe, the heathen are assembled t<^ether 
against us, to destroy us : what things they imagine against us, 
thou knowest. How shall wee be able to stand against them, 
except thou (O God) be our helped Then sounded they with 
trumpets, and cryed with a loude voice. And after this, ludas 
ordained captains over the people,even captains over thousands,and 
over hundreds, and over fifties, and over tennes. But as for such at 
were building houses, or had betrothed wives, or were planting 
vineyards, or were fearefull, those hee commanded that they should 
retume, every man to his owne house, according to the Law. So 
the campe remooved, and pitched upioQ the South side of Emmans. 
And ludas sayde, Arme your selves, and be valiant men, and see 
that ye be in readinesse against the morning, that yee may fight 
with these nations, that are assembled together against us, to 
destroy us and our Sanctuarie. For it is better for us to die i 
battell, then to behold the calamities of our people, and our Sano- j 
tuarie. Neverthelesse, as the will [of God] is in heaven, so let i 
him doe. 
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THEN tooke Gorgias five thousand footmen, and a thousand 
of the best horsemen, and remooved out of the campe by 
night : to the end he might rush in upon the camp of the 
Icwes, and smite them suddenly. And the men of the fortresse 
were his guides. Now when ludas heard thereof, hee himselfe 
remooved, and the valiant men with him, that hee might smite the 
Kings armie which was at Emmaus, while as yet the forces were 
dispersed from the campe. In the meane season came Gorgias by 
night into the campe of ludas: and when hee found no man there, 
hee sought them in the mountaines : for said hee, these fellowes 
flee from us. But assoone as it was day, ludas shewed himselfe in IucIbb defeatetb 
the plaine with three thousand men, who neverthelesse had neither tt^^ P'o'' 
armour, nor swordes to their raindes. And they sawe the campe of 
the heathen, that it was strong, and well harnessed, and compassed 
round about with horsemen ; and these were expert of warre. 
Then said ludas to the men that were with him : feare ye not their 
multitude, neither be ye afraid of their assault. Remember how 
our fathers were delivered in the red Sea, when Pharao pursued 
them with an armie. Now therfore let us crie unto heaven, if 
peradventure the Lord wil have mercie upon us, and remember 
the covenant of our fathers, and destroy this hoste before our face 
this day. That so all the heathen may know that there is one, who 
delivereth and saveth Israel. Then the strangers lift up their eyes, 
and saw them comraing over against them. Wherefore they went 
out of the campe to battell, but they that were with ludas sounded 
their trumpets. So they ioyned battell, and the heathen being and forces 
discomfited, fled into the plaine, Howbeit alt the hindmost of "'f^o^B'*"- 
them were slaine with the sword r for they pursued them unto 
Gazera, and unto the plaines of Idumea, and Azotus, and lamnia, 
so that there were slaine of them, upon a three thousand men. 
This done, ludas returned againe with his hoste from pursuing 
them, and said to the people. Bee not greedie of the spoilcs, 
in as much as there is a battell before us, and Gorgias and his 
hoste are here by us in the mountaine, but stand ye now against 
your enemies, and overcome them, and after this you may boldly 
take the spoiles. As ludas was yet speaking these words, there 
appeared a part of them looking out of the mountaine. Who when 
they perceived that the lewes had put their hoste to flight, and were 
burning the tents; (for the smoke that was scene declared what 
was done) when therefore they perceived these things, they were 
sore afraid, and seeing also the hoste of ludas in the plaine ready 
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to fight : they fled every one into the land of strangers. Then 
ludas returned to spoile the tents, where they got much golde, and 
silver, ami blew alike, and purple of the sea, and great riches. 
After this, they went home, and sungaaong of thankesgiving, and 
praised the Lord in heaven : because it is good, because his mercie 
endureth for ever. Thus Israel had a great deliverance that day. 
Now alt the strangers that had escaped, came and told Lysias what 
had happened. Who when hee heard thereof, was confounded, 
and discouraged, because neither such things as he would, were 
done unto Israel, nor such things as the king commanded him 
were come to passe. The next yeere therefore following, Lysias 
gathered together threescore thousand choice men of foote, and 
five thousand horsemen, that he might subdue them. So they 
came into Idumea, and pitched their tents at Bethsura, and ludas 
met them with ten thousand men. And when he saw that mighty 
armie, he prayed, and said. Blessed art thou, O saviour of Israel, 
who diddest quaiie the violence of the mighty man by the hand of 
thy servant David, and gavest the host of strangers into the hands 
of lonathau the sonne of Saul, and his armour bearer. Shut up 
this armie in the hand of thy people Israel, and let them be 
confounded in their power and horsemen. Make them to be of no 
courage, and cause the bolduesse of their strength to fall away, and 
let them quake at their destruction. Cast them downe with the 
sword of them that love thee, and let all those that know thy 
name, praise thee with thanksgiving. So they ioyned battaile, and 
there were sinine of the host of Lysias about five thousand men, 
even before them were they slaine. Now when Lystas saw his 
armie put to Hight, and the manlinesse of ludas souldiers, and how 
they were ready, either to live or die valiantly, he went into 
Aniiochia, and gathered together a company of strangers, and 
having made his armie greater then it w.is, he purposed to come 
againe into ludea. Then saide ludas and his brethren. Behold our 
enemies are discomfited : let us goe up to cleanse, and dedicate the 
Sanctuarie. Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, 
and went up into mount Sion. And when they saw the sanctuarie 
desolate, and the altar prophaned, and the gates burnt up, and 
shrubs gi-owing in the courts, as in a forrest, or in one of the 
mountaines, yea and the priests chambers pulled downe, they rent 
their clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes upon 
their heads, and fell downe flat to the ground upon their faces, 
and blew an alarme with the trumpets, and cried towards heaven. 
Then ludas appointed certaine men to fight against those that 
were in the fortresse, untill he had clensed the Sanctuarie. So he 
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chose priests of blamelesse conversation, such as had pleasure in the CHAPTEft 

law. Who cleansed the Sanctuarie, and bare out the ilefiled stones IHl 

into an uncleane place. And when as they consulted what to doe 

with the altar of burnt offrings which was prophaned, they thought He puUech 

it best to pull it downe, lest it should be a reproch to them, because l^JT'^'u'v 

the heathen had defiled it ; wherefore they pulled it downe, and laide the heaibeD 

up the stones in the mountaineof the temple in a convenient place, t«il prophsned, 

untill there should come a Prophet, to shew what should be done ^'l';™'' 

with them. Then they tooke whole stones according to the law, 

and built a new altar, according to the former : and made up the 

Sanctuarie, and the things thatwere within the temple,and hallowed 

the courts. They made also new holy vessels, and into the temple 

they brought the candlesticke, and the altar of burnt offerings, and 

of incense, and the table. And upon thealtarthey burnt incense, and 

the lamps that were upon the candlesticke they lighted, that they 

might give light in the temple. Furthermore they set the loaves 

upon the table, and spread out the veiles,and finished all the workes 

which they had begunne to make. Now on the five and twentieth 

day of the ninth moneth, (which is called the moneth Casleu) in 

the hundreth fourty and eight yeere they rose up betimes in the 

morning, and oiFered sacrifice according to the law upon the 
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altar of burnt offerings, which they had n 

and what day the heathen had prophar 

it dedicated with songs, and citther 

Then all the people fell upon their fi 

the God of heaven, who had given them 

they kept the dedication of the altar eight dayes, and offered burnt 

offerings with gladnesse, and sacrificed the sacrifice of deliverance 

and praise. They deckt also the forefront of the temple with 

crownes of gold ; and with shields, and the gates, and the chambers 

they renewed and hanged doores upon them. Thus was there very 

great gladnesse among the people, fur that the reproch of the 

heathen was put away. Moreover ludas and his brethren with the 

whole congregation of Israel ordained that the dnies of the dedica^ 

tion of the altar, should be kept in their season from yeere to yeere 

by the space of eight dayes, from the five and twentieth day of the 

moneth Casleu, with mirth and gladnesse. At that time also they nad maketh & 

buiided up the mount Sion with high walles, and strong towres '""''"'"^'*- 

round about, lest the Gentiles should come and tread it downe, 

as they had done before. And they set there a garison to keepe 

it : and fortified fiethsura to preserve it, that the people might 

have a defence against Idumea. 
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CHAPTER V 

NOW when the nations round about heard that the Altar waa 
built, and the Sanctuarie renewed as before, it displeased 
them very much. Wherfore they thought to destroy the 
generation of lacob that was among them, and thereupon they 
liegan to slay and destroy the people. Then ludas fought against 
the children of Esau in Idumea at Arabattine, because they 
besieged Israel : and hee gave them a great overthrow, and abated 
their courage, and tooke their spoiles. Also he remembred the 
iniurie of the children of Bean, who had bene a snare and an offence 
unto the people, in that Ihey lay in waite for them in the wayes. 
Hee shut them up therefore in the towres, and incamped against 
them, and destroyed them utterly, and burnt the towers of that 
place with fire, and all that were therein. Afterward he passed 
over to the children of Ammon, where he found a mighty power, 
and much people, with Tiraotheus their captaine. So he fought 
many battels with them, till at length they were discomfited before 
him ; and he smote them. And when hee had taken lazsr, with 
the townes belonging thereto, he returned into ludea. Then the 
heathen that were at Galead, assembled themselves together 
against the Israelites that were in their quarters to destroy them ; 
but they fled to the fortresse of Dathema ; and sent letters unto 
ludas and his brethren : The heathen that are round about us, are 
assembled together against us to destroy us ; and they are pre- 
paring to come and take the fortresse whereunto wee are fled, 
TiraotJieus being captaine of their host. Come now therefore and 
deliver ns from their handes, for many of us are slaine. Yea all 
our brethren that were in the places of Tobie, are put to death, 
their wives and their children ; Also they have caried away captives, 
and borne away their stuflTe, and they have destroied there about a 
thousand men. While these letters were yet reading, behold there 
came other messengers from Galilee with their clothes rent, who 
reported on this wise, and said : They of Ptolemais, and of Tyrus, 
and Sidon, and all Galilee of the Gentiles are assembled together 
against us to consume us. Now when ludas and the people heard 
these wordes, there assembled a great congregation together, to 
consult what they should doe for their brethren, that were in trouble 
and assaulted of them. Then said ludas unto Simon his brother. 
Choose thee out men, and goe, and deliver thy brethren that are in 
Galilee, for I and lonathan my brother, will goe into the eountrey 
of Galaad. So hee left loseph the sonne of Zacharias, and Azarias 
captaines of the people, with the remnant of the hoste in ludea to 
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keepe it, unto whom he gave commandeinent, saying. Take yee the CHAPTER 
charge of this people, aiid see that you make not warre against the V 

heathen, untill the time that we come againe. Now unto Simon 
were gives three thousand men to goe into Galilee, and unto ludas 
eight thousand men for the counlrey of Galaad. Then went Simon 
into Galilee, where hee fought many battels with the heathen, so 
that the heathen were discomfited by him. And hee pursued them 
unto the gate of Ptolemais ; And there were slaine of the heathen 
about three thousand men, whose spoiles he tooke. And those that 
were in Galilee and in Arbattis, with their wives and their children, 
and all that they had, tooke he away [with him] and brought them 
into ludea, with great ioy. ludss Maccabeus also and his brother 
lonathan, went over lordan, and travailed three dayes iourney in 
' the wildernesse, where they met with the Nabathites, who came Theesplo 
unto them in peaceable maner, and told them every thing that had q j^^t" '" 
happened to their brethren in the land of Galaad, and how that 
manyofthemwereshut upin Bosora, and Bosor, in Alema, Casphor, 
Maked and Camaim (all these cities are strong and great.) And 
that they were shut up in the rest of the cities of the countrey of 
Galaad, and that against to morrow they had appointed to brin^ 
their host against the forts, and to take them, and to destroy them 
all in one day. Hereupon ludas and his host turned suddenly by 
the way of the wildernesse unto Bosorra, and when he had wonne 
the citie, hee slew all the males with the edge of the sword, and 
tooke all their spoiles, and burnt the citie with fire. From whence 
hee remooved by night, and went till he came to the fortresse. 
And betimes in the morning they looked up, and behold, there was 
an innumerable people bearing ladders, and other engines of warre, 
to take the fortresse : for they assaulted them. When ludas there- 
fore saw that the battaile was begun, and that the cry of the citie 
went up to heaven, with trumpets, and a great sound, he said unto 
his hoste, Fight this day for your brethren. So he went foorth 
behinde them in three companies, who sounded their trumpets, and 
cryed with prayer. Then the hoste of Timotheus knowing that it 
was Maccabeus, fled from him : wherefore hee smote them with a 
great slaughter : so that there were killed of them that day about 
eight thousand men. This done, ludas turned aside to Maspha, 
and after he had assaulted it, hee tooke it, and slewe all the males 
therein, and received the spoiles therof, and burnt it with fire. 
From thence went he, and tooke Casphon, Maged, Bosor, and the 
other cities of the countrey of Gakad. After these things, 
gathered Timotheus another hoste, and encamped against Raphon 
beyond the bnwke. So ludas sent [menj to espie the hoste, who 
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CHAPTER brought him word, saying; All the 1 
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upon this ludas went to meet them. 
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the captaines of his hoste. When ludas and his hoste come neere 
the brooke, if he passe over first unto us, we shall not be able to 
withstand him, for hee will mightily prevaile against us. But if he 
be afraid, and campe beyond the river, we shall goe over unto him, 
and prevaile against him. Now when ludas came neere the brooke, 
he caused the Scribes of the people to remaine by the brooke i 
unto whom hee gave commandement, saying, Suffer no man to 
remaine in the campe, but let all come to the battell. So he went 
first over unto them, and all the people after him: then all the^ 
heathen being discomfited before him, cast away their weapons, 
and fled unto the Temple that was at Carnaim. But they tooke 
the citje, and burnt the Temple, with all that were therein. Thua 
was Carnaim subdued, neither could they stand any longer before 
ludas. Then ludas gathered together all the Israelites that were 
In the countrey of Galaad from the least unto the greatest, even 
their wives and their children, and their stufle, a very great hoste, 
to the ende they might come into the land of ludea. Now when 
they came unto Ephron (this was a great city in the way as they 
should goe, very well fortified) they could not turne from it, either 
on the right hand or the lefl, but must needs passe through the 
midst of it. Then they of the city shut them out, and stopped up 
the gates with stones. Whereupon ludas sent unto them in peace- 
able maner, saying ; Let us passe through your land to goe into 
out owne countrey, and none shall doe you any hurt, we will onely 
passe Ihorow on foote : howbeit they would not open unto him. 
Wherefore ludas coramaunded a proclamation to be made through- 
out the hoste,that every man should pitch his tent in the place where 
he was. So the souldiers pitched, and assaulted the city all that 
day, and all that night, till at the length the city was delivered 
I into his hands : who then slew all the males with the edge of the 
sword, and rased the eity, and tooke the spoiles therof, and passed 
through the city over them that were slaine. After this went they 
over Jordan, into the great plaine before Bethsan. And ludas 
gathered together those that came behind , and exhorted the people 
all the way through, till tliey came into the land of ludea. So they 
went up to mount Sion with ioy and gladnesse, where they offered 
burnt offerings, because not one of them were slaine, untill they 
had returned in peace. Now what time as ludas and Ionath»n 
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were in the land of Gataad, and Simon his brother in Galilee before CHAPTER 
Ptolemais, loseph the sonne of Zacharias, and Azarias, captaines of 
the garisons, heard of the valiant actes and warlike deeds which DivfraB, tli»t in 
they had done. Wherefore they said, Let us also get us a name, Iml" *J>miicb 
and goe fight against the heathen that are round about us. So ^"j], y,^^, 
when they had given charge unto the garison that was with them, i 
they went towards lamnia. Then came Gorgias and his men out "^ 
of the citie to fight against them. And so it was, that loseph 
and Azarias were put to flight, and pursued unto the borders of 
ludea, and there were slaine that day of the people of Israel 
about two thousand men. Thus was there a great overthrow 
among the children of Israel, because they were not obedient unto 
ludas, and his brethren, but thought to doe some valiant act. 
Moreover these men came not of the seed of those, by whose hand 
deliverance was given unto Israel. Howbeit the man ludas and 
his brethren were greatly renowned in the sight of all Israel, and 
of all the heathen wheresoever their name was heard of, insomuch 
as the people assembled unto them with ioyfuU acclamations. 
Afterward went ludas fourth with his brethren, and fought against 
the children of Esau in the laud toward the South, where he smote 
Hebron, and the townes thereof, and pulled downe the fortresse 
of it, and burnt the townes thereof round about. From thence he 
removed to goe into the land of the Philistines, and passed through 
Samaria. At that time certaine priests desirous to shew their 
valour, were slaine in battell, for that they went out to fight 
unadvisedly. So ludas turned to Azotus in the land of the Philis- 
tines, and when he had pulled downe their altars, and burnt their 
carved images with fire, and spoiled their cities, he returned into 
the land of ludea. 

CHAPTER VI 
ABOUT that time king Antiochus travailing through the high 
A\ countreys, heard say that Elimals in the countrey of Persia, 
was a citie greatly renowned for riches, silver, and gold, 
and that there was in it a very rich temple, wherein were coverings 
of gold, and brestplates, and shields which Alexander sonne of 
Philippe the Macedonian King, who reigned first among the 
Grecians, had left there. Wherefore he came and sought to take 
the citie, and to spoile it, but he was not able, because they of the 
citie having had warning thereof, rose up against him in battell; 
So he fled and departed thence with great heavinesse, and returned 
to Babylon. Moreover there came one, who brought in tidings 
into Persia, that the armies which went against the land of ludea, 
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CHAPTER were put to flight : and that Ljsias who went forth first with a 
VI great power, was driven away of the lewes, and that they 

made strong by the armour, and power, and store of spoiles, which 
they had gotten of the armies, whom they had destroyed. Also 
that they had pulled downe the abomination which hee had set up 
upon the altar in lerusalem, and that they had compassed about 
the Sanctuarie with high wals as before, and his citie fiethsura. 
AntioohuB Now when the king heard these words, he was astonished, and sore 

die'li. moved, whereupon hee laide him downe upon his bedde, and fell 

stcke for griefe, because It had not befallen him, as hee looked for. 
And there hee continued many dayes : for his griefe was ever more 
and more, and he made account that he should die. Wherefore 
he called for all his friends, and said unto them, The steepe is gone 
from mineeyes,and my heart faileth for very care. And I thought 
with my selfe : Into what tribulation 
flood [of miserie] is it wherein now I a 
and oonfasmth beloved in my power. But now I re 
at lerusalem, and that I tooke all the i 

were therein, and sent to destroy the inhabitants of ludea without 
a cause. I perceive therefore that for this cause these troubles 
arc come upon me, and behold I perish through great griefe in m 
strange land. Then called he for Philip one of his friends whom 
he made ruler over all his realme : and gave him the crowne and 
his robe, and his signet, to the end hee should bring up his sonae 
Antiochus, and nourish him up for the kingdome. So king 
Antiochus died there in the hundreth forty and ninth yeere. 
Now when Lysias knew that the king was dead, he set up Antiochus 
his Sonne (whom he had brought up being yong) to reigne in his 
stead, and his name he called Kupator. About this time they that 
were in the towre shut up the Israelites round about the Sanctuarie^ 
and sought alwayes their hurt, and the strengthening of the 
heathen. Wherefore ludas purposing to destroy them, called all 
ludu beaiegeth the people together to besiege them. So they came together, and 
thoMintbB besieged them in the hundred and fiftith yeere, and he made 
Hienuftlem. mounts for shot against them, and [other] engines : howbeit 
certaine of them that were besieged got forth, unto whom some 
ungodly men of Israel ioyned themselves. And they went unto 
the king and said. How long will it be ere thou execute iudgement, 
and avenge our brethren ? We have beene willing to serve thy 
father, and to doe as he would have us, and to obey his coramande- 
ments. For which cause they of our nation besiege the towre, and 
are alienated from us : Moreover as many of us as they could light 
on, they slew, and spoiled our inheritance. Neither have they 
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stretched out their hand against us only, but also against all their CHAPTEI 
borders. And behold this day are they besieging the towre at VI 

lerusalem to take it : the Sanctuary also, and Bethsura have they 
fortified. Wherefore if thou doest uot prevent them quickly, they 
wil doe greater things then these, neither shalt thou be able to 
rule them. Now when the king heard this, he was angry, and They procuro 
gathered together all his friends, and the captaines of his arraie, AjitioohQi the 
and those that had charge of the horse. There came also unto [a^imia. 
hini from other kingdomes, and from Isles of the Sea bands of 
hired souldiers. So that the number of his armie was iin hundred 
thousand fuote men, and twentie thousand horsemen, and two and 
thirty £lephants exercised in battell. These went through Idumea, 
and pitched against Bethsura which they assaulted many daies, 
making engines of warre : but they [of Bethsura] came out, and 
burnt them with fire, and fought valiantly. Upon this ludas 
removed from the towre, and pitched in Bathzach arias, over 
against the kings campe. Then the king rising very earely 
marched fiercely with his host toward Bathzacharias, where his 
armies made them ready to battell, and sounded the trumpets. 
And to the end they might provoke the elephants to fight, they 
shewed them the blood of grapes and raulberies. Moreover, they 
divided the beasts among the armies, and for every elephant they 
appointed a thousand men, armed with coats of male, and with 
helmets of brasse on their heads, and besides this, for every beast 
were ordained five hundred horsemen of the best. These were 
ready at every occasion : wheresoever the beast was, and whither- 
soever the beast went, they went also, neither departed they from 
hira. And upon the beastes were there strong towres of wood, 
which covered every one of them, and were girt fast unto them 
with devices: there were also upon every one two and thirtie 
strong men that fought upon them, besides the Indian that ruled 
him. As for the remnant of the horsemen they set them on this 
side, and that side, at the two parts of the host giving them signes 
what to do, and being harnessed all over amidst the rankcs. Now 
when the Sunne shone upon the shields of goldc, and brasse, the 
mountaines glistered therewith, and shined like lampcs of fire. 
So part of the kings armie being spred upon the high mountaines, 
and part on the valleyes below, they marched on safely, and in 
order. Wherefore all that heard the noise of their multitude,and 
the marching of the company, and the ratling of the hamesse, were 
moved : for the army was very great and mighty. Then ludas 
and his host drew neere, and entred into battell, and there were 
slaine of the kings army, sixe hundred men. 
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Eleanar also (syrnamed) Savaran, perceiving that one of the 
armed with royal) hamesEe, was higher then all the rest, and 
supposing that the king was upon him, put himselfe iD ieopardie, 
to the end hee miglit deliver his people, and get him a perpetuall 
name: wherefore hee ranne upon him courageously through the 
midst of the battell, slaying un the right hand, and on the left, 
so that they were divided from him on both sides. Which done, 
he crept under the Elephant, and thrust him under and slew him : 
whereupon the Elephant fell downe upon him and there he died. 
How be it [the rest of the lewes] seeing the strength of the king, 
and the violence of his forces, turned away from them. 

Then the kings armie went up to Jerusalem to meet them, and 
the king pitched his tents against ludea, and against mount Sion. 
But with them that were in Bethsura hee made peace : for tbcy 
came out of the citie, because they had no victuals there, to endure 
the siege, it being a yeere of rest to the land. So the King tooke 
Bethsura, and set a garison there to keepe it. As for the Sanctuarie 
hee besieged it many dayes : and set there artillerie with engins, 
and instruments to cast tire and stones, and pieces to cast darts, 
and slings. Whereupon they also made engins, against theirengins, 
and helde them battell a long season. Yet at the last their vessels 
being without victuals, (for that it was the seventh yeerc, and they 
in ludea that were delivered from the Gentiles, had eaten up the 
residue of the store) there were but a few left in the Sanctuary, 
because the famine did so prev.iile against them, that they were 
faine to disperse themselves, every man to his owne place. At that 
time Lysias heard say, that Philip (whom Antiochus the Kiag 
whiles hee lived had appointed to bring up his sonne Antiochus, 
that he might be king) was returned out of Persia, and Media, 
and the Kings host also that went with him, ond that hee sought 
to take unto him the ruling of the affaires. Wherefore hee 
went in all haste, and said to the King, and the captaines of 
the host, and the company. Wee decay dayly, and our victuals 
are but small, and the place wee lay siege unto is strong: 
and the affaires of the kingdome lie upon us. Now therefore 
let us be friends with these men, and make peace with them, 
and with all their nation. And covenant with them, that they 
shall live after their Lnwes, as they did before; for they are 
therefore displeased, and have done all these things because 4 
wee abolished their Lawes. So the King and the Princes were, 
content: wherefore hee sent unto them to make peace, and they ' 
accepted thereof. Also the King and the Princes made an oath ! 
unto them : whereupon they went out of the strong hold. Then , 
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the King entred into mount Sion, but when hee saw the strength CHAPTER 1 
of the place, hee brake bis oath that hee had made, and gave com* VI 

mandement to pull downe the wall round about. Afterward yet over- 
departed hee in all haste, and returned unto Aiitiochia,wherc liee throweth 
found Philip to bee master of the citie ; So he fought against of sion. 
him, and tooke the citie by force. 



CHAPTER VII 

IN the hundreth and one and fiftieth yeere, Demetrius the AntlMhui la 
Sonne of Seleucus departed from Rome, and came up with a ^ino. and 
fewe men unto a citie of the Sea coast, and reigned there. rci'gnetMn 
And as he entred into the palace of his ancestors, so it was, that bis ateiul. 
his forces had taken Antiochus and Lysias to bring them unto him. 
Wherefore when he knew it, hee said ; Let me not see their faces. 
So his hoste slewe them. Now when Demetrius was set upon the 
throne of his kingdonie. there came unto him all the wicked and Aldmns would ' 
ungodly men of Israel, having Alcimus (who was desirous to be l» hie PrieM, 
high Priest) for their captoine. And they accused the people to ^j, ^^^'" ' 
the king, saying ; ludas and his brethren have slaine all thy friends, to die king, 
and driven us out of our owne land. Now therefore send some 
man whom thou trustest, and let him goe and see what havocke he 
hath made amongst us, and in the kings land, and let hini punish 
them with all them that aide them. Then the king chose 
Bacchides a friend of the king, who ruled beyond Ihe flood, and 
was a great man in the kingdome, and faithfull to the king. And 
him hee sent with that wicked Alcimus, whom hee made high 
Priest, and commanded that he should take vengeance of the 
children of Israel. So they departed, and came with a great power 
into the land of ludea, where they sent messengers to ludaa and 
his brethren with peaceable words deceitfully. But they gave no 
heede to their words, for they sawe that they were come with a 
great power. Then did there assemble unto Alcimus and Bacchides 
a company of Scribes, to require iustice. Now the Assideans were 
the first among the children of Israel, that sought peace of them : 
For, said they, one that is a Priest of the seede of Aaron, is come 
with this armie, and he will doe us no wrong. So he spake unto 
them peaceably, and sware unto them, saying ; We will procure the 
harme neither of you nor your friends. WTiereupon they beleeved Ho il«yoth 
him : howbeit hee tooke of them threescore men, and slewe them *^^T™"* 
in one day, according to the words which he wrote : The flesh of 
thy Saints [have they cast out] and their blood have they shed 
round about lerusalem.nnd there was none to bury them. Where- 
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fore the feare and dread of them fell upon all th« people, who 
said. There is neither trueth, nor righteousnesse in them ; for 
they have broken the covenant and othe that they made. After 
this remooved Bacchides frota lerusalem, and pitched his tents in 
Bezeth, where he sent and tooke many of the men that had for- 
saken him, andcertaine of tlie people also, and when he had Elaine 
them, [he cast them] into the great pit Then committed he the 
countrey to Alcimus, and left with him a power to aide him : so 
Bacchidea went unto the king. But Alcimus contended for the 
high Priesthood. And unto him resorted all such as troubled the 
people, who after they had gotten thC' land of luda into their 
power, did much hurt in Israel. Now when ludas saw all the 
mischiefe that Alcimus and his company had done among the 
Israelites, even above the heathen, he went out iuto all the 
coast of ludea round about, and tooke vengeance of them that 
had revolted from him, so that they durst no more goe foorth 
into the countrey. On the other side, when Alcimus saw that 
ludas and his company had gotten the upper hand, and knew 
that he was not able to abide their force, he went againe to the 
king, and said all the worst of them that he could. Then the 
king sent Nicanor one of his honourable princes, a man that bare 
deadly hate unto Israel, with commandement to destroy the people. 
So Nicanor came to lerusalem with a great force : and sent unto 
ludas and his brethren deceitfully with friendly words, saying. 
Let there be no battell betweene me and you, I will come with 
a fewe men, that 1 may see you in peace. He eame therefore to 
ludas, and they saluted one another peaceably. Howbeit the 
enemies were prepared to take away ludas by violence. Which 
thing after it was knowen to ludas {to wit) that be came unto 
him with deceit, he was sore afraid of htm, and would see his face 
no more, Nicanor also when he saw that his counsell was dis- 
covered, went out to fight against ludas besides Capharsalama, 
Where there were slaine of Nieanors side, about five thousand 
men, and [the rest] fled into the citie of David. After this went 
Nicanor up to mount Sion, and there came out of the Sanctiiarie 
certaine of the priestes, and certaine of the elders of the people 
to salute him peaceably, and to shewc him the burnt sacrifice 
that was offred for the king. But he mocked them, and laughed 
at them, and abused them shamefully, and spake proudly, and 
swore in his wrath, saying, Unlesse ludas and his hoste be now 
delivered into my hands, if ever I come againe in safetie, I will 
bume up this house : and with that he went out in a great rage. 
I the priests entred in, and stood before the altar, and the 
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Temple, weeping, and saying, Thou O Lord didst choose this CHAPTER 
house, to be called by thy Name, and to be a house of prajer VII 

■nd petition for thy people. Be avenged of this man and his 
hosle, and let them fall by the sword: Remember their blas- 
phemies, and suffer them not to continue any longer. So Nicanor 
went out of lerusalem, and pitched his tents in Bethoron, where 
an hoste out of Syria met him. But ludas pitched in Adasa with 
three thousand men, and there he prayed, saying, O Lord, when 
they that were sent from the king of the Assyrians blasphemed, 
thine Angel went out, and smote a hundred, foureseore, and five 
thousand of them. Even so destroy thou this host before us this 
day, that the rest may know that he hath spoken blasphemously 
■giiinst thy Sanctuary, and iudge thou him according to his 
wickednesse. So the thirteenth day of the moneth Ailar, the NioknoTla 
hostes ioyned battell, but Nicanors host was discomfited, and he j'^J,'"*!^"" 
bimselfe was first slaine in the battell. Now when Nicanors host Kre defeateJ 
BOW that he was slaine, they cast away their weapons, and fled. ^7 l<"lii& 
Tlien they pursued after them a daycs iourney from Adasa, unto 
Gasera, sounding an alarme afler them with their trumpets. Where- 
upon they came forth out of all the townes of Indea round about, 
and closed them in, so that they turning backe upon them that 
pursued them, were all slaine with the sword, and not one of 
them was left. Afterwards they tooke the spoiles, and the pray, 
and smote olf Nicanors head, and his right hand, whicli he 
sti^tched out so proudly, and brought them away, and hanged 
them up, towards lenisalem. For this cause the people reioyced 
greatly, and they kept that day, a day of great gladnesse. More- The d«y of 
over they ordeined to kecpe yeerely this day, being the thirteenth Ji'jj'j.p '{J^y 
of Adar. Thus the land of luda was in rest a litle while. ereij re«rs. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
OW ludas had heard of the fame of the Romanes, that they ludu ii in- 
re mighty and valiant men, and such as would lovingly J^^aT^Md*'"' 
;ept all that iovned themselves unto them, and make a nolioie or the 
■ -' -eRonuuiei, 



league of amitie with all that came unto them, and that they 
men of great valour : It was told him also of their warres and noble 
acts which they had done amongst the Galatians, and how they had 
conquered them, and brought them under tribute. And what they 
had done in the countrev of Spaine, for the winning of the mines of 
the silver and gold which is there. And that by their policie and 
patience, they had conquered all that place (though it were veiy 
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farrc from them) and the kings also that came ag&inst them from tfcS 
uttermost part of the earth, tilt they had discomfited them, and 
given them a great overthrow, so that the rest did give them tribute 
every yere. Besides this, how they had discomfited in battel! Philip, 
and Perseus king of the Citims, with others that lift up themselves 
against them, and had overcome them. How also Aiitiochus the 
great king of Asia that came against them iu battaile, having an 
hundred and twentie Elephants with horsemen and chariots, and 
a very great armie, was discomfited by them. And how they tooke 
him alive, and covenanted that hee and such as reigned after him, 
should pay a great tribute, and give hostages, and that which was 
agreed upon, and the country of India, and Media, and Lidia, and 
of the goodliest countries : which they tooke of him, and gave to 
king Eumeiies. Moreover how the Grecians had determined to 
come and destroy them. And that they having knowledge thereof 
sent against them a certaine captaine, and fighting with them slew 
many of them, and caried away captives, their wives, and their 
children, and spoiled them, and tooke possession of their lands, and 
pulled downe their strong holds, and brought them to be their 
servants unto this day. [It was told him besides] how they 
destroyed and brought uniier their dominion, all other kingdomes 
and isles that at any time resisted them. But with their friends, 
and such as relied upon them they kept amitie: and that they had 
conquered kingdomes both farre and nigh, insomuch as all that 
heard of their name were afraid of them. Also that whom they 
would heipe to a kingdome, those raigne, and whom againe they 
would, they displace : finally that they were greatly exalted. Yet 
for all this, none of them wore a crowne, or was clothed in purple 
to be magnified thereby. Moreover how they had made for 
themselves a senate house, wherin three hundred and twentie 
men sate in counsell daily, consulting alway for the people, to 
the end they might be wel ordered. And that they committed 
their government to one man every yeere, who ruled over all 
their countrie, and that all were obedient to that one, and that 
there was neither envy, nor emulation amongst them. In considera- 
tion of these things ludas chose Eupolemus the sonne of lohn, the 
Sonne of Accas, and lason the sonne of Eleazar, and sent them to 
Rome to make a league of amitie and confederacie with them, [and 
to intreate them] that they would take the yoke from them, for 
they saw that the kingdome of the Grecians did oppresse Israel 
with servitude. They went therefore to Rome {which was a very 
great iourney) and came into the Senate, where they spake and said, 
ludas Maccabeus with his brethren, and the people of the lewea, 
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have sent us unto you, to make a confederacie, and peace with CHAPTJ 
you, and that we might be registred, yourconfederats and friends. VllI 

So that matter pleased the Romanes well. And this is the copie 
of the Epistle which (the Senate) wrote backe agiiine, in tables of 
brasse : and sent to lerusalem, that there they might have by them 
a niemorial of peace and confederacy. Good successe be to the 
Romans and to the people of the lewes, by Sea, and by land for 
ever ; the sword also and enemie, be farre from them. If there Tha artiolea 
eome first any warre upon the Romans or any of their confederata ""■' 1<!"8"b- 
throughout all their dominion, the people of the lewes shall helpe 
them, as the time shall be appointed, with all their heart. Neither 
shaJ they give any thing, unto them that make war upon them, 
or aide them with victuals, weapons, money, or ships, as it hath 
seemed good unto the Romans, but they shall keepe their eoveoant 
without taking any thing therefore. In the same maner also, if 
warre come first upon the nation of the lewes, the Romans shall 
helpe them with all their heart, according as the time shall be 
appointed Ihem. Neither shal victuals be given to them that take 
part against them, or weapons, or money, or ships, as it hath seemed 
good to the Romanes ; hut they shall keepe their covenants, and 
that without deceit. According to these articles did the Romanes 
make a covenant with the people of the lewes. Howbeit, if here- 
after the one partie or the other, shall thinke meete to adde or 
diminish any thing, they may doe it at their pleasures, and what- 
soever they shall adde or take away, shalbe ratified. And as 
touching the evils that Demetrius doeth to the lewes, wee have 
written unto him, saying. Wherefore hast thou made thy yoke 
heavie upon our friends, and confederats the lewes ? If therefore 
they complaine any more against thee : wee will doe them iustice, 
and fight with thee hy sea and by land. 



CHAPTER IX 

FURTHERMORE, when Demetrius heard that Nicanor and his A 
hoste were slaine in battell, hee sent Bacchtdes and Alcimus ^ 
into the land of ludea the second time, and with them the a, 
chiefe strength of his hoste. Who went forth by the way that '" 
leadeth to Galgala, and pitched their tents before Masaloth, which 
Ls in Arbela, and after they hod wonne it, they slew much people. 
Also the first moneth of the hundred fiftie and second yeere, they 
encamped before lerusalem. From whence they removed and 
went to Berea, with twentie thousand footmen, and two thousand 
horsemeQ. Now ludas had pitched his tents at Eleasa, and three 
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thousand chosen men with him. Who seeing the multitude of the 
other army to be so great, were sore afraide, whereupon manj 
conveyed themselves out of the hoste, insomuch as there abode ol 
them no moe but eight hundred men. When ludas therefore s&m 
that his hoste slipt away, and that the battell pressed upon him, hf 
was sore troubled in mind, and much distressed, for that he had 
no time to gather them together. Neverthelesse unto them thai 
remained, he said ; Let us arise and goe up against our enemies, 
if peradventure we may be able to fight with them. But thej 
dehorted him, saying. Wee shall never be able : Let us now rathei 
es, and hereafter we will returoe with our brethren, and 
fight against them: for we are but few. Then ludas said, God 
forbid that 1 should doe this thing, and flee away from them: II 
our time be come, let us die manfully for our brethren, and le( 
us not staine our honour. With that the hoste [of Bacchides] 
removed out of their tents, and stood over against them, theii 
horsemen being divided into two troupes, and their slingers and 
archers going before the hoste, and they that marched in the 
foreward were all mighty men. As for Bacchides, hee was in the 
right wing, so the hoste drew neere on the two parts, and sounded 
their trumpets. They also of ludas side, even they sounded theii 
trumpets also, so that the earth shooke at the noise of the armies, 
and the battell continued from morning till night. Now when 
ludas perceived that Bacchides and the strength of hisarmie were 
on the right side, he tooke with htm all the hardy men, whc 
fited the right wing, and pursued them unto the motml 
AKOtus. But when they of the left wing saw that they of the 
right wing were discomfited, they followed upon ludas and those 
1. that were with him hard at the heeles from behinde : whereupon 
there was a sore battell, insomuch as many were slaine on both 
parts. ludas also was killed, and the remnant fled. Then 
lonathan and Simon tooke ludas their brother, and buried him in 
the sepulchre of his fathers in Modin. Moreover they bewailed 
him, and all Israel made great lamentation for him, and mourned 
many dayes, saying ; How is the vahant man fallen, that delivered 
Israel f As for the other things concerning ludas and his warreSj 
and the noble actes which he did, and his greatnesse, they are nol 
written : for they were very many. 

Now after the death of ludas, the wicked began to put 
foorth their heads in all the coasts of Israel, and there rose 
up all such as wrought iniquitie. In those dayes also was there 
a very great famine, by reason whereof the countrey revolted^ 
and went with them. Then Bacchides chose the wicked men, 
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and made them lordes of the countrey. And they made enquirie CHAPTER 
and search for ludas friends, and brought them unto Bacchides, IX 

who tooke vengeance of them, and used tliem despitefully. So 
was there a great afHiction in Israel, the like whereof was not 
since the time that a Prophet was not seene amongst them. 
For this cause all ludas friends came together, and said unto 
lonathan. Since thy brother ludas died, we have no man like him 
to goe fourth against our enemies, and Bacchides, and against 
them of our nation that are adversaries to us. Now therefore lonathan is 
wee have chosen thee this day to be our prince, and captaine in '" '' pl*™' 
his stead, that thou mayest fight our battels. Upon this, lonatUan 
tuoke the governance upon hitn at that time, and rose up in stead 
of his brother ludas. But when Bacchides gat knowledge thereof, 
he sought for to slay him. Then lonathan and Simon his brother, 
and all that were with him, perceiving that, lied into the wildemes 
of Thecoe, and pitched their tents by the water of the poote 
Asphar. Which when Bacchides understood, he came neere to 
lordan with all his hoste upon the Sabbath day. Now lonathan 
had sent his brother [lohn] a captaine of the people, to pray his 
friendes the Nabbathites that they might leave with them their 
cai-iage, which was much. But the children of lamhri came out of 
Medaba, and tooke lohu and all that bee had, and went their way 
with it. After this came word to lonathan and Simon his brother, 
that the children of lambri made a great mariage, and were bring- 
ing the bride from Nadabatha with a great traine, as being the 
daughter of one of the great princes of Canaan. Therfore they 
remembred lohn their brother, and went up and hidde themselves 
under the covert of the mountaine. Where they lift up their eyes, 
and looked, and behold, there was much adoe and great cariage : 
.ind the bridegrome came foorth, and his friends and brethren to 
meet them with drums and instruments of musicke, and many 
weapons. Then lonathan and they that were with him, rose up and revengeth 
against them from the place where they lay in ambush, and made l"» brothHr 
a slaughter of them in such sort, as many fell downe dead, and the 
remnant fledde into the mountaine, and they tooke all their spoiles, 
'I'hus was the mariage turned into mourning, and the noise of their 
melody into lamentation. So when they had avenged fully the 
blood of their brother, they turned againe to the marish of lordan. 
Now when Bacchides heard hereof, hec came on the Sabbath day 
unto the banks of lordan with a great power. Then lonathan sayde 
to his company. Let us goe up now and fight for our lives, for it 
standeth not with ua to day, as in time past : for behold, the 
battell is before ua and behinde us, and the water of lordan on 
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this side and that side, the marish likewise and wood, neither is 
there place for us to tume aside. Wherefore cry ye now unto 
heaven, that ye may be delivered from the hand of your enemies. 
With that they ioyned battel, aud lonathan stretched foorth his 
hand to smite Bacchides, but hee turned backc from him. Then 
lonathan and they that were with him, leapt Into Ionian, and 
swamme over unto the farther banke : howbeit the other passed 
not over Ionian unto them. So there were slaine of Bacchides 
side that day about a thousand men. Afterward returned 
[Bacchides] to lerusalem, and repaired the strong cities in ludea: 
the fort in lericho, and Emmaus, aiid Bethoron, and Bethel, and 
Thamnatha, Pharathoni, and Taphon (these did he strengthen 
with high wals, with gates, and with barres.) And in them he set 
a garison, that they might worke malice upon Israel. He fortified 
also the citie Bethsura, and Gaiiara, and the towre, and put forces 
in them, and provision of victuals. Besides, he tooke the chiefe 
mens sonnes In the country for hostages, and put them into the 
towre at lerusalem to be kept. Moreover, in the hundred, liftie 
and third yere, in the second moneth, Alclmus commanded that 
the wall of the Inner court of the Sanctuarie should be pulled 
downe, he pulled downe also the works of the prophets. And as 
he began to pull downe, even at that time was Alcimus plagued, and 
his enterprises hindered : for his mouth was stopped, and he was 
taken with a palsie, so that hee could no more speake any thing, 
nor give order concerning his iiouse. So Alclmus died at that 
time with great torment. Now when Bacchides saw that Alcimut 
was dead, he returned to the king, whereupon the land of ludes 
was in rest two yeere. Then nil the ungodly men held a counsell, 
saying. Behold, lonathan and his companie are at ease, and dwell 
without care : now therefore wee will bring Bacchides hither, who 
shall take them all in one night. So they went, and consulted 
with him. Then removed he, and came with a great hoste, and 
sent letters privily to his adherents in ludea, that they should 
take lonathan, and those that were with him : Howbeit they 
could not, because their counsell was knowen unto them. Where- 
fore they tooke of the men of the countrey that were suthours of 
that mischiefe, about fiftle persons, and slew them. Afterward 
lonathan and Simon, and they that were with him, got them 
away to Bethbasi, which is in the wildernesse, and they repaired 
the decayes thereof, and made it strong. Which thing when 
Bacchides knew, he gathered together all his host, and sent word 
to them that were of ludea. Then went he and laid siege 
against Bethbasi, and they fought against it a long season, and 
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made engines of warre. But lonathan Jeft liis brother Simon in CHAPTER 

the citie, and went forth himselfe into the countrey, and with a IX 

certaiiie number went he forth. And he smote Odonarkes and his 

brethren, and the children of Phasiron in their tent. And when 

he began to smite them, and came up with his forces, Simon and 

his company went out of the citie, and burnt up the engines of 

warre, and fought against Bacchides, who was discomfited by them, 

and they afflicted him sore. For his counsel! and travaile was in 

vaine. Wherefore he was very wroth at the wicked men that 

gave him counsel! to come into the countrey, insomuch as he slew 

many of them, and purposed to retume into his owne countrey. 

Whereof when lonathan had knowledge, he sent ambassadours Booahidei 

unto him, to the end he should make peace with him, and '"■I'^J'' I»^ 

deliver them the prisoners. Which thing hee accepted, and ion»uian. 

did according to his demaunds, and sware unto him that hee 

would never doe him harme alt the dayes of his life. When 

therefore hee had restored unto him the prisoners that he had 

taken aforetime out of the l»nd of ludea, he returned and 

went his way into his owne land, neither came he any more 

into their borders. Thus the sword ceased from Israel ; but 

lonathan dwelt at Machmas, and began to goveme the people, 

and he destroyed the ungodly men out of Israel. 

CHAPTER X 

IN the hundreth and sixtieth yere, Alexander the sonne ofDometrius 
Antiochus sumamed Epiphanes, went up and looke Ptolemaia: '""ioth l&rge 
for the people had received him, by meanes whereof he reigned ^uwewiih" 
there. Now when king Demetrius heard thereof, he gathered lonathjui. 
together an exceeding great host, and went foorth against him to 
fight. Moreover Demetrius sent letters unto lonathan with loving 
wordes, so as he magnified him. For, said hee. Let us first make 
peace with him before he ioyne with Alexander against us. Else 
he wil remember all the evils that we have done against him, 
and afjainst his brethren and his people. Wherefore he gave him 
autliority to gather together an host, and to provide weapons that 
hee might aide him in battell : he commaunded also that the host- 
ages that were in the towre, should be delivered him. Then came 
lonathan to lerusalem, and read the letters in the audience of 
all the people, and of them that were in the towre. Who were 
sore afraid when they heard that the king had given him authoritie 
to gather together an host. Whereupon they of the towre delivered 
their hostages unto lonathan, and he delivered them unto their 
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parents. This done, louiithan netted himselfe in lerusalem, and 
began to build and repaire the citie. And he commaunded tbe 
workemen to build the wals, and the mount Sion round about 
with square stones, for fortification, and they did so. Then the 
strangers that were in the fortresses which Bacchides had built, 
fled away : insomuch as every man left his place, and went into 
his owne country. Onely at Betbsura certaine of those that had 
forsaken the law, and the commaundements remained still : for it 
was their place of refuge. Now when king Alexander had heard 
what promises Demetrius had sent untu lonathan : when also it 
was told him of the battels and noble acts which he and hia 
brethren had done, and of the palnes that they had indured, he 
said, Shal we find such another man ? Now therefore we will make 
him our friend, and confederate. Upon this he wrote a letter and 
sent it unto him according to these words, saying : King Alexander 
to his brother lonathan, sendeth greeting : We have iieard of thee, 
that thou art a man of great power, and meete to be our friend. 
Wherefore now this day we ordaine thee to bee the high priest of 
thy nation, and to be called the kings friend, (and therewithal! he 
sent him a purple robe and a crowne of gold) [and require thee] to 
take our part, and kecpe friendship with us. So in the seventh 
moneth of the hundreth and sixtieth yere, at the feast of the 
Tabernacles, lonathan put on the holy robe, and gathered together 
forces, and provided much armour. Wherof when Demetrius 
heard, he was very sory, and said. What have we done that Alex- 
ander hath prevented us, in making amity with the lewes to 
strengthen himself? I also will write unto them words of en- 
couragement [and promise them] dignities and gifts, that 1 may 
have their ayde. He sent unto him therefore, to this effect : King 
Demetrius unto the people of the lewes, sendeth greeting ; 
Whereas you have kept covenants with us, and continued in our 
friendship, not ioyning yourselves with our enemies, we have heard 
hereof, and are glad ; Wherefore now continue yee still to be 
faithful unto us, and we will well recompence you for the things 
you doe in our behalfe, and will grant you many immunities, and 
give you rewards. And now I doe free you, and for your sake I 
release all the lewes from tributes, and from the customes of salt, 
and from crowne tases, and from that which appertaineth unto me 
to receive for the third part of the seed, and the lialfe of the fruit 
of the trees, 1 release it from this day forth, so that they shall not be 
taken of the land of ludea.norof the three governments which are 
added thereunto out of the country of Samaria and Galile, from 
this day forth for evermore. Let lerusalera also bee holy and free, 
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with the borders thereof, both from tenths and tributes. And as i 
for the towre which is at lerusalem, I yeeld up my authoritie over 
it, and give it to the high Priest, that he may set in it such men as 
he shall choose to keepe it. Moreover I freely set at libertie every 
one of the lewes that were carried cnptivesout of the land of ludea, 
into any part of my kingdorae, and 1 will that all my officers remit 
the tributes, even of their cattell. Furthermore, I will that all the 
Feasts and Sabbaths, nnd New moones and solemne duyes, tind the 
three dayes before the Feast, and the three dayes after the Feast, 
shall be all dayes of immunitie and freedom for nil the lewes in 
my realme. Also no man shall have authoritie to meddle with 
them, or to molest any of them in any matter. [I will further] that 
there be enrolled amongst the kings forces about thirtie thousand 
men of the lewes, unto whom pay shall be given as belongeth to 
all the kings forces. And of them some shalbe placed in the kings 
strong holds, of whom also some shall be set over the atTaires of 
the kingdome, which are of trust ; and I will that their overseers 
and govemours be of themselves, and that they live after their owne 
la wes, even as the King hath commanded in the land of ludea. And 
concerning the three governments that are added to ludea from 
the countrey of Samaria, let them be ioyned with ludea, that 
they may be reckoned to be under one, nor bound to obey other 
authoritie then the high priests. As for Ptolemais and the land 
jiertaining thereto, I give it as a free gift to the Sanctuary at 
lerusalem, for the necessory expenccs of the Sanctuary. More- 
over, I give every yeere fifleene thousand shekels of silver, out of 
the Kings accompts from the places appertaining. And nil the 
overplus which the officers payed not in as in former time, from 
henceforth shalbe given towards the workes of the Temple. And 
besides this, the five thousand shekels of silver, which they tooke 
from the uses of the Temple out of the accompts yeere by yeere, 
even those things shall be released, because they appertaine to 
the Priests that minister. And whosoever they be that flee unto 
the Temple at lerusalem, or be within the liberties thereof, being 
indebted unto the King, or for any other matter, let them be at 
libertie, and all that they have in my realroe. For the building 
also and repairing of the workes of the Sanctuary, es pence s shal- 
be given of the Kings accompts. Yea, and for the building of the 
walles of lerusalem, and the fortifying thereof round about, ex- 
pencesshall bee given out of the Kings accompts,a3 also for building 
of the walles in ludea. Now when lonathan and the people heard 
these words, they gave no credite unto them, nor received them, 
because they remembred the great evill that he had done in Israel ; 
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for hce had afflicted them very sore. But with Alexander they 
were well pleased, because hce was the first that entreated of 
peace with them, and they were confederate with him alwayes. 
Then gathered King Alexander great forces, and nimped over 
against Demetrius. And after the two Kings had ioyned battel], 
Demetrius hoste fled ; but Alexander followed after him, and pre- 
vailed against them. And he continued the battell very sore 
uDtill the Sunnc went downe, and that day was Demetrius staine. 
Afterward Alexander sent Embassadors to I'toleme king of Egypt, 
with a message to this effect ; Forsomuch as 1 am come ogaine to 
my realme, and am set in the throne of my progenitors, and have 
gotten the dominion, and overthrowen Demetrius, and recovered 
our countrey, (for after I had ioyned battell with him, both he, 
and his hoste was discomfited by us, so that we sit in the throne 
of his kingdome) now therefore let us make a league of amitie 
together, and give me now thy daughter to wife ; and 1 will be 
thy son in law, and will give both thee and her, gifts according to 
thy dignity. Then Ptoleme the king gave answere, saying, Happy 
lie the day wherein thou diddestretume into the land of thy fathers, 
and satest in the throne of their kingdome. And now will 1 doe to 
thee, as thou hast written : meet me therefore at Ptolemais, that 
wee may see one another, for I will marry my daughter to thee 
according to thy desire. So Ptolome went out of Egypt with his 
daughter Cleopatra, and they came unto Ptolemais in the hundred 
threescore and second yeere. Where king Alexander meeting him, 
gave unto him his daughter Cleopatra, and celehrateil her marriage 
at Ptolemais with great glory, as the maner of kings is. Now king 
Alexander had written unto lonathan, that hee should come and 
meetehim. Who thereupon went honourably to Ptolemais, where he 
met the two kings, and gave them and their friends silver and golde, 
und many presents, and found favour in their sight. At that time 
certaine pestilentfellowesof Israel, men of a wicked life, assembled 
themselves against him, to accuse him : but the king would not 
heare them. Yea more then that, the king commanded to take 
off his garments, and clothe him in purple : and they did so. Also 
he made him sit by himselfe, and said unto his princes, Goe with 
him into the midst of the city, and make proclamation, that no man 
complaine against him of any matter, and that no man troble him 
for any maner of cause. Now when his accusers sawe that he was 
honoured according to the proclamation, and clothed in purple, 
they fled all away. So the king honoured him, and wrote him 
amongst his chiefe friends, and made him a duke, and partaker of 
his dominion. Afterward lonathan returned to lerusalem with 
29i 
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pence and gladnes. Furthermore, in the hundreth threescore CHAPTER 1 
and fifth yeere, came Uemetrius soime of Demetrius, out of X 

Crete into the land of his fathers. Whereof when king Alex- 
iinder heard tell, he was right sory, and returned into Antioch. 
Then Demetrius made Apollonius the governour of Coelosyria his 
general, who gathered together a great hoste, and camped in 
larania, and sent unto lonathan the high Priest, saying, I'hou alone 
liftest up thy selfe against us, and I am laughed to scome for thy 
sake, and reproched, and why doest thou vaunt thy power against 
us in the mountaines ? Now therefore if thou trustest in thine 
owne strength, come downe to us into the plaine Geld, and there 
let us trie the matter together, for with me is the power of the 
cities. Aske and leame who 1 am, and the rest that take our part, 
and they shal tel thee that thy foot is not able to stand before 
our face ; for thy fathers have bene twice put to flight in their 
owne land. Wherefore now thou shalt not be able to abide the 
horsemen aiid so great a power in the plaine, where is neither 
stone nor flint, nor place to flee unto. So when lonathan heard 
these words of Apollonius, he was moved in his mind, and choosing 
ten thousand men, he went out of Icrusalem, where Simon his 
brother met him for to helpe him. And hee pitched his tents and prenilelh 
against loppe: but they of Xoppe shut hira out of the citie, "K"'""!'"' 
because Apollonius had a garison there. Then lonuthan laid D^ltriua 
siege unto it : whereupon they of the citie let him in for feare ; tbeyouger, 
and so lonathan wan loppe. Wherof when Apollonius heard, he 
tooke three thousand horsemen with a great hoste of footmen, 
and went to Azotus as one that ioumeyed, and therewithal drew 
him forth into the plaine, because he had a great number of horse- 
men, in whom he put his trust. Then lonathan followed after 
htm to Azotus, where the armies ioyned battell. Now Apollonius 
hiul left a thousand horsemen in ambush. And lonathan knew that 
there was an smbushment behinde him ; for they had compassed in 
his host, and cast darts at the people, from morning till evening. 
But the people stood still, as lonathan had commanded them : &nd 
so the enemies horses were tired. Then brought Simon forth his 
hoste, and set them against the footmen, (for the horsmen were 
sjient) who were discomfited by hira, and fled. The horsemen 
also being scattered in the field, fled to Azotus, and went into 
Bethdagon their idols temple for safety. But lonathan set lire on and bumoth 
Azotus, and the cities round about it, and tooke their spoiles, and t^e temple 
the temple of Dagon, with them that were fled into it, he burnt " ^"S""- 
with lire. Thus there were burnt and slaine with the sword, well 
nigh eight thousand men. And from thence lonathan removed 
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his hoste, and camped against Ascalon, where the men of the city 
came forth, and met him with great pompe. After this, retsmed 
lonathan and his hoste nnto lenisalem, having many cpoiles. Now 
when king Alexander heard these things, he faonoured Innathan 
yet more, and sent him a buckle of golde, as the n>e b to be 
given to such as are of the kings blood : he gave him also Accmran 
with the borders thereof in possession. 

CHAPTER XI 
A ND the king of Egypt gathered together a great host lilce 
/-\ the sand that lieth upon the Sea shore, and many ships, 
"^ ■*■ and went about through deceit to get Alexanders king- 
dome, and ioyne it to his owne. Whereupon he tooke his ioumey 
into Syria in peaceable raaner, bo as they of the cities opened onto 
him, and met him : for king iV'^^ander had commanded them so 
to doe, because he was his father in law. Now as Ptolomee entred 
into the cities, he aet in every one of them a garison of souldters 
to keepe it. And when he came neere to .\iotus, they shewed 
him the temple of Dagon that was burnt, and .\zotus, and the 
suburbs thereof that were destroyed, and the bodies that were cast 
abroad, and them that he had burnt in the battell, for they had 
made heapes of them by the way where he should passe. Also 
they told the king whatsoever lonathan had done, to the intent he 
might blame him : but the king helde his peace. Then lonathan 
met the king with great pompe at loppa, where they saluted 
one another, and lodged. Afterward lonathan when he had gone 
witli the king to the river called Eleutherus, returned againe to 
lerusalem. King Ptolomee therefore having gotten the domiuion 
of the cities by the sea, unto Seleucia upon the sea coast, imagined 
wicked counsels against Alexander. Whereupon he sent embas- 
Badouns unto king Demetrius, saying, Come, let iis make a league 
betwixt us, and I will give thee my daughter whome Alexander 
hath, and thou shalt reigne in thy fathers kingdome : for I repent 
that I gave my daughter unto him, for he sought to slay me. Thui 
dill he slander him, because he was desirous of his kingdome. 
Wherefore he tooke his daughter from him, and gave her to De- 
metrius, and forsooke Alexander, so that their hatred was openly 
knowen. Then Ptolomee entred into Antioch, where he set two 
crownes upon his head, the crowne of Asia, and of Egypt Id the 
meane season was king Alexander in Cilicia, because those that 
dwelt in those parts, had revolted from him. But when Alexander 
heard of this, hee came to warre against him, whereupon kiDv 
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Ptolomee brought forth his haste, and met him with a mightie CHAPTER 
power, and put him to flight. So Alexander Hed into Arabia, there XI 

to be defended, but king Ptolomee wns exalted. For Zabdiel the Aloiandar ia 
Arabian tooke off Alexanders head, imd sent it unto Ptolomee. "laiue, and 
King Ptolemec also died the third day after, and they that were d^eth'irithiii 
In the strong holds, were slaine one of another. By this meanes thme dayet. 
Demetrius reigned in the hundreth, threescore and seventh yeere. 
At the same time lonathan gathered together them that were in lonathui be- 
ludea, to take the towre that was in lerusslem, and he made •i'*^*'"''^ 
many engines of warre against it. Then certaine ungodly persons leniialem. 
who hated their owne people, went unto the king, and told him 
that lonathan besieged the towre. Whereof when he heard, he 
was angry, and immediately removing, he cam to I'tolemais, 
and wrote unto lonathan, that he should not lny siege to the 
towre, but come and speake with him at Ptolemais in great 
haste. Neverthelesse lonathan when he heard this, commanded 
to besiege it [still] and he chose certaine of the Elders of 
Israel, and the priests, and put liimselfe in peril!, and tooke 
sQver and gold, and rayment, and divers presents besides, and 
went to Ptolemais, unto the king, where he found favour in his 
sight. And though certaine ungodly men of the poople, had 
made complaints against him, yet the king entreated him as his The lowesand 
predecessors had done before, and promoted him in the sight ^' "° ^"j'' 
of all his friends, and conlirmed him in the high priestliood, D^eteim,' 
.ind in all the honours that hee hud before, and gave him pre- 
eminence among his chiefe friends. Then lonathan desired 
the king, tbit hee would make ludea free from tribute, as also the 
three governments with the countrey of Samaria, and he promised 
him three hundred talents. So the king consented and wrote 
letters unto lonathan, of all these things after this maner. King 
Demetrius unto his brother lonathan, and unto the nation of the 
lewes, sendeth greeting. We send you heerc a copie of the letter, 
which we did write unto our cousin Lasthenes, concerning you, 
that you might see it. King Demetrius unto his father Lasthenes, 
sendeth greeting : We are determined to doe good to the people 
of the lewes, who are our friends, and keepe covenants with us, 
because of their good will towards us. Wherefore we have ratified 
unto them the borders of ludea, with the three governments of 
Apherema, and Lidda. and Ramathem, that are added unto ludea, 
from the countrie of Samaria, and all things appertaining unto 
them, for nil such, as doe sacrifice in lerusalem, in stead of the 
paimcnts, which the king received of them yeerely aforetime out 
of the fruits of the earth, and of trees. And as for other things 
6 : PP 297 
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k eope at dMae tk^i. and let it be 
awl act ^ea tlw holj bdmI m » 
After tkia, wWb IdBg I>^M±nns tra tlMt tbe 
re hlM, Mid tfaaC on icaitaace was ^adc gainst 
itiia, be fcat mw^ all Ida Corcea eraj aae to hi* awnc |ilTr, 
«xttpt eertuBc baada ot aXnngat, wboa he had gathered bom 
the lies of Ibe beathea, wbcrefore all the rorca of bia &then 
hated him. Moteovcr theve waa one TtTpfaon, that bad beene of 
Alcxaaden part afore, who aeetag that ail the boats matmand 
gainst Dcnetrina, went to SioMlcMe the Anfaaan, that faaoogfat np 
AatMchni the 700^ loaiie of Alexander, and Isj sore npoa bin, to 
deliver him [this jouag Antiocbns] that be might nigne in ins 
Citfaeiv ftead : be told him therefore all that Demetrios had doo^ 
and how hit men of varre were at eamitie with him, and there 
be remained a long season. In the meane time lonathan seat 
unto king Demetriiu, that hee would cast tiiose of the towre oat 
of leruulem, and those aJso in the fortresses. For they fooght 
sgaiiut liraeL So Demetrius sent unto lonathan, saying, I will 
not onely doe thii for thee, and thy people, but I will greatly honour 
thee and thy nation, if opportunitie serre. Now therefone than 
•halt do wel if thou send me men to heipe me; for all my 
forees are gone from me. Lpon this lonathan sent him three 
thonaaod atroog men unto Antioch, and when they came to 
the king, the king was very glad of their comming. How- 
bcit, they that were of the citie, gathered themselves together 
into the midst of the mtie, to the number of an hundreth 
and twentie thousand men, and would have slaioe the king. 
Wherefore the king fled into the court, but they of the cibe 
kept the passage* of the citie, and began to figbt. Then the 
king called to the lewes for helpe, vho came unto him all at once, 
and dispersing themselves through the city, slew that day in the 
Wlio b iweud eitie to the Dumber of an hundred thousand. Also they set fire on 
bj tb* Iwwm ihe citie, and gat many spoiles that dav, and delivered the king. 

'i^MM^iV^ ^ **'*^ *^^y "^ ^■^'^ "*? *■"■' ^^^^ ^'^^ ^*'*'^ """^ 8"* ^^^ "^ J 
Aatiocb. as they would, their courage wu abated, wherefore they madvl 

supplication to the king, and cried, saying : Graunt 1 
and let the lewea cease from assaulting us and the citie. With thi 
they cast away their weapons, and made peace, and the lewei 
were honoured in the sight of the king, and in the sight of a" 
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that were in his realme, and they returned to lerusalem having CHAPTER 
great spoiles. So king Demetrius sate on the throne of his XI 

kingdome, and the land was quiet before him. Neverthelesse 
hee dissembled in all that ever hee spake, and estranged himselfe 
from Jonathan, neither rewarded he him, according to the benefits 
which hee had received of him, but troubled him very sore. After 
this returned Tryphon, and with him the yong childe Antiochus, 
who reigned and was crowned. Then there gathered unto him all 
the men of warre whom Demetrius had put away, and they fought 
against Demetrius, wlio turned his backe and fled. Moreover 
Triphon tooke the Elephants, and wonne i\ntioch. At that time Antioohos the 
yong Antiochus wrote unto lonathan, saying; I oonfirme thee in yoiiEei honour- 
the high Priesthood, and appoint thee ruler over the foure govern- ioniUan. 
ments, and to be one of the kings friends. Upon this he sent him 
golden vessels to be served in, and gave him leave to drinke in gold, 
and to bee clothed in purple, and to weare a golden buckle. His 
brother Simon also he made captaine from the place called the 
lailder of Tyrus, unto the borders of Egypt. Then lonathan went 
foorth and passed through the cities beyond the water, and all the 
forces of Syria, gathered themselves unto him for to helpe him : 
and when he came to Ascalon, they of the city met him honorably. 
From whence be went to Gaza, but they of Gaza shut him out ; Hia exploits in 
wlierefore hee layd siege unto it, and burned the suburbs thereof ilivera places, 
with fire, and spoiled them. Afterward when they of Gaza made 
supplication unto lonathan, he made peace with them, and tooke 
the sonnes of the chiefe men for hostages, and sent them to 
Jerusalem, and passed through the countrey unto Damascus. 
Now when lonathan heard that Demetrius Princes were come to 
Cades which is in Galilee, with a great power, purposing to remove | 

him out of the countrey, hee went to meet them, and left Simon 
his brother in the countrey. Then Simon encamped against 
Bethsura, and fought against it a long season, and shut It up ; | 

but they desired to have peace with him, which he granted 
them, and then put them out from thence, and tooke the city, 
and set a garrison in it. As for lonathan and his hoste, they 
pitched at the water of Gennesar, from whence betimes in the 
morning they gate them to the plaine of Nasor. And behold, 
the hoste of strangers met them in the plaine, who having 
layed men in ambush for him in the mountaines, came them- 
selves over against him. So when they that lay in ambush rose 
out of their places, and ioyned battel, al that were of lonathans 
side fled. In so much as there was not one of them left, except 
Mattathias the sonne of Absolon, and ludas the sonne of Calphi 
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the captaines of the hostc. Then lonathan rent his clothes, and 
cast earth upon his head, and prayed. Afterwards turning againe 
to baltell, he put them to flight, and so they ranne away. Now 
when his owne men that were fled saw this, they turned againe 
imto him, and with him pursued them to Cades, even unto their 
owne tents, and there they camped. So there were slaine of the 
heathen that day, about three thousand men, but lunathan retuniedr- 
to lerusalem. h 

CHAPTER XII m 

NOWE when Jonathan saw that the time served him, he chose 
certaine men and sent them to Kome, for to confirme and 
renew the friendship that they had with them. He sent 
letters also to the Lacedemonians, and to other places, for the 
same purpose. So they went unto Rome, and entred into the 
Senate, and said, lonathan the high Priest, and the people of the 
lewes sent us unto you, to the end you should renew the friendship 
which you had with them, and league, as in former time. Upon 
this the Romanes gave them letters unto the govemours of every 
place, that they should bring them into the land of ludea peace- 
ably. And this is the copy of the letters which lonathan wrote to 
the Lacedemonians : lonathan the hie Priest, and the Elders of the 
nation, and the Priestes and the other people of the lewes, unto 
the Lacedemonians their brethren, send greeting. There were 
letters sent in times past unto Onias the high Priest from Darius, 
who reigned then among you, to signifie that you are our brethren, 
as the copy here under-written doeth specific. At which time 
Onias intreated the Embassador that was sent, honourably, and 
received the letters, wherein declaration was made of the league 
and Iriendship. Therefore we also, albeit we need none of these 
things, for that wee have the holy hookes of Scripture in our 
hands to comfort us, have neverthelesse attempted to send unto 
you, for the renewing of brotherhood and friendship, lest we 
should become strangers unto you altogether: for there is & long 
time passed since you sent unto us. We therefore at all times 
without ceasing, both in our Feasts, and other convenient dayes, 
doe remember you in the sacrifices which we offer, and in our 
prayers, as reason is, and as it becommeth us to thinke upon 
our brethren : and wee are right glad of your honour. As for our 
selves, wee have had great troubles and warres on every side, 
forsomuch as the kings that are round about us have fought against 
us. Howbeit wee would not be troublesome unto you, nor to 
others of our confederates and friends ia these warres : for wee 
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have helpe from heaven that succoureth us, so as we are delivered CHAF 
from our enemies, and our enemies are brought under foote. For 
this cause we chose Numenius the son of Antiochus, and Anti- 
pater the Sonne of lason, and sent them unto the Komanes, to 
renew the amitie that we had with them, and the former league. 
We commanded them iilso to goe unto you, and to salute you, 
and to deliver you our letters, concerning; the renewing of our 
brotherhood. Wherefore now ye shall doe well to give us an 
answere thereto. And this is the copy of the letters which 
Oiniares sent : Areus king of the Lacedemonians, to Onias the hie 
Priest, greeting. It is found in writing, that the Lacedemonians 
and lewes are brethren, and that they are of the stocke of 
Abraham : now therefore, since this is come to our know- 
ledge, you shall doe well to write unto us of your prosperitie, 
We doe write backe againe to you, that your cattell and goods 
are ours, and ours are yours. We doe command therefore [our 
EmbassadouTs] to make report unto you on this wise. Now when 
lonathan heard that Demetrius princes were come to fight against 
him with a greater hoste then afore, he e re moo ved from Jerusalem, 
and met them in the land of Amathis : for be gave them no respite 
to enter his countrey. He sent spies also unto their tents, who 
came againe, and tolde him, that they were appointed to come upon 
them in the night season. Wherefore so soone as the Sunne 
was downe, lonathan commaunded his men to watch, and to be in 
armes, that all the night long they might bee ready to fight : Also 
he sent foorth sentinels round about the hoste. But when the The fore™ i 
.idversaries heard that lonathan and his men were ready for battell, DBDietrluB 
they feared, and trembled in their hearts, and they kindled fires in jorprj^^i^ni. 
their campe. Howbeit lonathan and his company knew it not till than, flee 
the morning : for they saw the lights burning. Then lonathan "*")' '"' '^^■ 
pursued after them, but overtooke them not : for they were gone 
over the river Eleutherus. Wherefore lonathan turned to the 
Arabians, who were called Zahadeans, and smote them, and tooke 
their spoiles. And removing thence, he came to Damascus, and 
so passed through all the countrey. Simon also went foorth, and 
passed through the countrey unto Ascalon, «nd the holds there 
adioyning, from whence he turned aside to loppe, and wanne it. 
For he had heard that they would deliver the hold unto them that 
tooke Demetrius part, wherefore he set a garison there to keepe it. 
After this came lonathan home againe, and calling the Elders of lonathan foril- I 
the people together, hee consulted with them about building ^s'^V"* "*"*■ 
strong holdesin luden, and making the wallesof Ienis«lem higher,' 
and raising .1 great mount betweene the towre and the city, for to 
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CHAPTER separate it from the ci^, tbat so it might be alone, that men might 
XII neither sell nor buy in it. Upoo this they came together, to build 

up the citie forasmuch us [part of] the wall toward the brooke on 
the £«st sitle was fallen down, and they repaired that which wa* 
called Caphenatha. Simon also set up Adida, in Sephela, and 
made it strong with gates and barres. Now Tryphon went about 
to get the kingdome of Asia, and to kill Antiochus the king, tliat 
hee might set the crowne upon his owne bead. Howbeit, he was 
afraid that lonathan would not suffer him, and that he would fight 
against him, wherefore he sought a way, bowe to take lonathan, 
that he might kill him. So he removed, and came to Bethsan. 
Then lonathan went out to meet him with fourtie thousand men, 
chosen for the battell, and came to Bethsan. Now when Tryphon 
saw that lonathan came with so great a force, hee durst not stretch 
his handeagainstbim,but received him honourably,im[I commended 
him unto all his friends, and gave him gifts, and commauaded his 
men of warrc to be as obedient unto him, as to himselfe. Unto 
lonathan also hee said, Why hast thou put all this people to so great 
trouble, seeing there is no warre betwixt us ? Therefore send them 
now home a^aine, and chuse a few men to waite on thee, and come 
thou with me to Ptolemais, for [ will give it thee and the rest of 
the strong holds and forces, and all that have any charge : as for 
me, I will relume and depart : for this is the cause of my comming. 
So lonathan beleeving him, did as he baile him, and sent away his 
host, who went into the land of ludea. And with himselfe hee 
retained but three thousand men, of whome he sent two thousand 
sndiBshntup into Galile, and one thousand went with him. Now assoone 
ofTrypf^Bln "^ lonathan entred into Ptolemais, they of Ptolemais shut the 
PtolcmuB, gates, and tooke him, and all them that came with him, they 

slewe with the sword. Then sent Tryphon an hoste of footmen, 
and horsemen into Galile, and into the great plaine, to destroy 
all lonathans company. But when they knew that lonathan 
and they that were with him were taken and slaine, they encour- 
aged one another, and went close together, prepared to fight. 
TTiey therfore that followed upon them, perceiving that they 
were ready to fight for their lives, turned back againe. Where- 
upon they all came into the land of ludea peaceably, and there tbey 
bewailed lonathan and them that were with him, and they were 
sore afraid, wherfore all Israel made great lamentation. Then all 
tlje heathen that were round about them, sought to destroy them. 
For, said they, they have no captaine, nor any to heipe l' 
Now therfore let us make war upon them, and take away 
memorial from amongst men. 
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CHAPTER XIII ' 

NOW when Simon heard that Tryphon had gathered together 
u great hoste to iiivade the land of ludea, and destroy it, 
and saw that the people was in great trembling and feare, 
he went up to lerusalem, and gathered the people together, and 
gave them exhortation, saying : Yee your selves know, what great 
things 1 and my brethren, and my fathers house have done ior 
the lawes, and the Sanctuarie, the battels also, and troubles which 
we have seene, by reason whereof all my brethren are slaine for 
Israels sake, and I am left alone. Now therefore be it farre from 
me, that 1 should spare mine owne life in nuy time of trouble: for 
I am no better then my brethren. Doubtlesse I will avenge my 
nation and the Sanctuarie, and our wives, and our children : for 
all the heathen are gathered to destroy us, of very malice. Now 
as soone as the people heard these words, their spirit revived. 
And they answered with a loud voice, saying. Thou shalt bee our Simon is miulB 
leader in stead of ludas and lonathan thy brother. Fight thou "Ptji^o in hi» 
our battels, and what soever thou commandest us, that will we t^'rou"^ 
doe. So then he gathered together all the men of warre, and 
made hast to finish the walles of lerusalem, and he fortified it 
round about. Also he sent lonathan, the sonne of Absolum, and 
with him a great power to loppe, who casting out them that were 
therein, remained there in it. So Tryphon removed from Ptolemais, 
with a great power to invade the land of ludea, and lonathan was 
with him in warde. But Simon pitched his tents at Adida, over 
against the plaine. Now when Tryphon knew that Simon was 
risen up in stead of his brother lonathan, and meant to ioyne 
battel! with him, he sent messengers unto him, saying, Whereas 
we have lonathan thy brother in hold, it is for money that he 
is owing unto the kings treasure, concerning the businesse that 
was committed unto him. Wherefore, now send an hundred 
talents of silver, and two of his sonnes for hostages, that when 
he is at liberty he may not revolt from us, and we will let him 
goe. lleereupon Simon, albeit he perceived that they spake 
deceiptfully unto him, yet sent he the money, and the children, 
lest peradventure he should procure to himselfe great hatred of 
the people: who might have said, Because I sent him not the 
money, and the children, therefore is [lonathan] dead. So he i^'J.'f^^^'" 
sent them the children, and the hundred talents; Howbeit louathuu 
[Tryphon] dissembled, neither would he let lonathan goe. And "onn™ into 
after this came Tryphon to invade the land, and destroy it, going ^j'Xmli 
round about by the way that leadeth unto Adora, but Simon and tbeirfatber. 
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his host marched against him in every place wheresoever he went. 
Now they that were in the tuwre, seat meeseogers unto Tryphon, 
to the end that he should hasten his comming unto them by the 
wildemesse, and send them victuals. Wherefore Tryphon made 
readie alt his horsemea to come that night, but there fell a very 
great soow, by reason whereof he came not : So he departed and 
came into the eountrey of Galaad. And when he came neere to 
Bascama, he slew lonathan, who was buried there. Af^rward 
Tiyphon returned, and went into his owne land. Then sent 
Simon and tooke the bones of lonathan his brother, and buried 
them in Modia the citie of his fathers. And all Israel made great 
lamentation for him, and bewailed him many daies. Simoa also 
built a monument upon the Sepulchre of his father and his brethren, 
and raised it aloft to the sight, with hewen stone behind and 
before. Moreover hee set up seven pyramides one agaiost another, 
for his father and his mother, and his foure brethren. And in 
these he made cunning devices, about the which he set great 
pillars, and upon the pillars he made all their armour for a per^ 
petuatl memory, and by the armour, ships carved, that they might 
be seene of all that saite on the sea. This is the Sepulchre which 
he made at Modin, and it standeth yet unto this day. Now 
Tryphon dealt deceitfully with the yong Icing Antiochus, and 
■lew him, and he raigned in his stead, and crowned himselfe king 
of Asia, and brought a great catamitie upon the land. Then 
Simon built up the strong holds in ludea, and fensed them about 
with high towres, and great walles and gates and banes, and layd 
up victuals therein. Moreover Simon chose men, and sent to king 
Demetrius, to the end he should give the land an immunitie, 
because all that Tryphon did, was to spoyle. Unto whom king 
Demetrius answered and wrote afterthis maner. King Demetrius 
unto Simon the high Priest, and friend of kings, as also unto the 
Elders and nation of the lewes, sendeth greeting. The golden 
crowne, and the scarlet robe which ye sent unto us, we have 
received, and wee are ready to moke a stedfast peace with you, 
yea itnd to write unto our officers to coTiiirme the immunities which 
we have granted. And whatsoever covenants we have made with 
you, shall stand, and the strong holdes which yee have builded 
nhalbe your owne. As for any oversight or fault committed unto 
this day, we forgive it, and the crowne taxe also which yee owe»us, 
if there were any other tribute paide in lerusalem, it shall no 
more be paide. And looke who are meet among vou to be in 
our court, let them be inroUed, and let there be peace betwixt us. 
Thus the yoke of the heathen was taken awav from Israel, in the 
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hnndred and seventieth yeere. Then the people of Israel began CHAPTE 
to write in their instruments, and eontracts, in the first ;eere of XIII 

Simon the high Priest, the governour, and lender of the lewes. In 
those dayes Simon camped against Gaza, and besieged it round 
about ; he made also an engine of warre, and set it by the city, 
and battered a certaine towre, and tooke it. And they that were 
in the Engine leapt into the citie, whereupon there wus a great 
uproare in the citie: insomuch as the people of the citie rent 
their clothes, and climed upon the walles, with their wives and 
children, and cried with a lowd voice, beseeching Simon to grant 
them peace. And they said, Ueale not with us according to our imd winnoth 
wickednesse, but according to thy mercy. So Simon was appeased '^'"' ""^ 
towards them, and fought no more against them, but put them HicTDulem 
out of the citie, and cleansed the houses wherein the idols were : 
and so entred into it, with songs, and thankesgiving. Yea, he 
put all uncleannesse out of it, and placed such men there, as would 
keepe the Law, and made it stronger then it was before, and 
built therein a dwelling place for himselfe. They also of the 
towre in lerusalem were kept so strait, that they could neither 
come foorlh, nor goe into the countrey, nor buy, nor sell, where- 
fore they were in great distresse for want of victuals, and a great 
number of them perished through famine. Then cried they to 
Simon, beseeching him to bee at one with them, which thing hee 
graunted them, and when he had put them out from thence, he 
cleansed the towre from pollutions; and entred into it the three 
and twentieth day of the second moneth, in the hundred seventic 
and one yere, with thankesgiving, and branches of palme trees, 
and with harpes, and cymbals, and with viols and hymnes, and 
songs ; because there was destroyed a great enemy out of Israel. 
Hee ordained also that that day should be kept every yeere with 
gladnes. Moreover, the hill of the Temple that was by the towre 
he made stronger then it was, and there hee dwelt himselfe with 
his company. And when Simon sawe that lohn his sonne was a 
valiant man, he made him captaine of all the hostes and dwelt in 

CHAPTER Xim 

NOW in the hundred three-score and twelfth yeere, king 
Demetrius gathered his forces together, and went into 
Media, to get him helpe to fight against Tryphon. But 
when Arsaces the king of Persia and Media, heard that Demetrius 
was entred within his borders, he sent one of his princes to take 
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CHAPTER him alive. Who went and smote the hoste of Demetrias, am 
XIIII tooke him and brought him to Arsaces, by whom hee wis pat in 

Dcmetriu* ii warde. As for the land of ludea, that was quiet alt the daj^es of 
t^un by the Simon : for he sought the good of his natioD, in such wise, as that 
KjngQ ema. g,,^^^,^^^ his authoritie and honour plea&ed them well. And as he 
^sS^tr'" was honourable (in all his acts) so in this, that he tooke loppe for 
bb otnmirey. an haven, and made an entrance to the yies of the Sea, and 
enlarged the boundes of his nation, and recovered the countrey, 
and gathered together a great number of captives, and had the 
dominion of Gazara and Bethsura, and the towre, out of the which 
he tooke all uncleannesse, neither was there any that resisted him. 
Then did they till their ground in peace, and the earth gave her 
increase, and the trees of the field their fruit. The ancieat men 
sate all in the streetes, communing together of good things, and 
the young men put on glorious and watrelikc appareJl. He 
provided victuals for the cities, and set in them all maner of 
munition, so that his honourable name was renowmed unto the end 
of the world. He made peace in the land, and Israel reioyced 
with great ioy : for every man sate under his vine, and his Ggge- 
tree, and there was none to fray them : neither was there any left 
in the lanile to fight against them : yea, the Kings themselves 
were overthrowen in those dayes. Moreover hee strengthened all 
those of bis people that were brought low : the Law he searched 
out, and every contemner of the Law, and wicked person, he tooke 
away. He beautified the Sanctuary, and multiplied the vessels of 
the Temple. Now when it was heard at Rome, and as far as 
Sparta, that lonathan was dead, they were very sorie. But 
assoone as they heard that his brother Simon was made high 
Priest in his stead, and ruled the countrey, and the cities therein. 
The LMcde- they wrote unto him in tables of brasse, to renew the friendship 
moDimBnd and league which they had made with ludas and lonathan his 
tho^"lguc°* brethren : which writings were read before the Congregation at 
Willi him. lerusalem. And this is the copy of the letters that the Lace- 

demonians sent : The rulers of the L.acedemonianE, with the city, 
unto Simon the high Priest, and the Elders and Priestes, and 
residue of the people of the lewes, our brethren, send greeting. 
The Embassadors that were sent unto our people, certified us of 
your glory and honour, wherefore we were glad of their comming, 
and did register the things that they spake, in the counsel! of ] 
the people. In this maner: Numenlus sonne of Antiochus, and 
Antipater sonne of lason, the lewes Embassadours, came unto us, J 
to renew the friendship they had with us. And it pleased the [ 
people to entertaine the men honourably, and to put the copy of 1 
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their embassage in publike records, to the end the people of the C 
Lacedemonians might have a memoriftU therof; furthermore we 
have written a copy thereof unto Simon the hie Priest. After this, 
Simon sent Numenius to Rome, with a great shield of golde of 
a thousand pound weight, to condrme the league with them. 
Whereof when the people heard, they said, What thankes shall wee 
give to Simon and his sonnes ? For hee and his brethren, and the A m 
house of his father, have established Israel, and chased away in ""' 
fight their enemies from them, and confirmed their libertie. So" ' 
then they wrote [it] in tables of brasse, which they set upon pillars 
in mount Sion, and this is the eopie of the writing. The eighteenth 
day of the moneth Elul, in the hundred threescore and twelft 
yeere, being the third yeere of Simon the hie priest, at Saramel 
in the great congregation of the priests and people, and rulers of 
the nation, and elders of the country, were these things notified 
unto us. Forsomuch as often times there have bin wnrres in the 
countrey, wherin for the maintenance of their Sanctiiarie, and the 
law, Simon the sonne of Mattathias of the posteritie of larib, 
together with his brethren, put themselves in ieopardie, and resist- 
ing the enemies of their nation, did their nation great honour. 
(For after that lonathan having gathered his nation together, and 
bene their hie priest, was added to his people, their enemies 
purposed to invade their countrey that they mighl destroy it, and 
lay hands on the Sanctuary. At which time Simon rose up, and 
fought for his nation, and spent much of his own substance, and 
armed the valiant men of his nation, and gave them wages, and 
fortilied the cities of ludea, together with Bethsura that lieth upon 
the borders of ludea, where the armour of the enemies had bin 
before, but he set a garison of lewes there. Moreover, hee forti- 
fied loppe which lieth upon the Sea, and Gazara that bordereth 
upon Azotus, where the enemies had dwelt before ; but hee placed 
lewes there, and furnished them with all things convenient for 
the reparation thereof.) The people therefore seeing the acts of 
Simon, and unto what glory he thought to bring his nation, made 
him their governor and chiefe priest, because he had done all 
these things, and for the iustice and faith which hee kept to his 
nation, and for that hee sought by all meanes to exalt his people. 
For in his time things prospered in his hands, so that the heathen 
were taken out of their countrey, and they also that were in the 
citie of David in leriisalem, who had made themselves a towre, out 
of which they issued, and polluted all about the Sanctuarie, and 
did much hurt in the holy place. But he placed lewes therein, 
and fortified it for the safetie of the countrey, and the eitv, and 
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raised up the wals of lerusalem. King Demetrius also coafinned 
him in the high priesthood, according to those things, and made 
him one of his friends, and honoured him with great honour. For 
he had heard say, that the Romanes had called the lewes their 
friends, and confederates, and brethren, and that they had enter- 
tained the Embassadours of Simon honourably. Also that the lewes 
and priests were wel pleased that Simon should be their govemour, 
and high priest for ever until there should arise a faithfull prophet. 
Moreover, that he should be their captain e, and should take charge 
of the Sanctuarie, to set them over their workes, and over the 
countrey, and over the armour, and over the fortresses, that (1 say) 
he should take charge of the Sanctuarie. Besides this, that he 
should be obeyed of every man, and that all the writings in the 
countrey should be made in his name, and that he should be 
clothed in purple, and weare gold. Also that it should be lawfull 
for none of the people or priests, to breake any of these things, or 
to gainesay his words, or to gather an assembly in the countrey 
without him, or to bee clothed in purple, or weare a buckle of gold. 
And whosoever should do otherwise, or breake any of these things, 
he should be punished. Thus it liked all the people to deale with 
Simon, and to do as hath bene said. Then Simon accepted hereof, 
and was well pleased to be high Priest, and captaine, and gover- 
nour of the lewes, and priests, and to defend them all. So they 
conAnanded that this writing should be put in tables of brasse, and 
that they should be set up within the compasse of the Sanctuary in 
a conspicuous place. Also that the copies therof should be laid 
up in the treasurie, to the ende that Simon and his sonnes might 
have them. 
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CHAPTER XV 

MOREOVER Antiochus sonne of Demetrius the king, sent 
letters from the isles of the Sea, unto Simon the priest, 
and prince of the lewes, and to all the people. The 
contents whereof were these ; King Antiochus, to Simon the high 
Priest, and prince of his nation, and to the people of the lewes, 
greeting, For as much as certaine pestilent men, have usurped the 
kingdome of our fathers, and my purpose is to chalenge it againe, 
that I may restore it to the old estate, and to that end have 
gathered a multitude of forraine souldiers together, and prepared 
shippes of warre, my meaning also being to goe through the 
countrey, that I may he avenged of them that have destroyed it, 
and made many cities in the kingdome desolate : Now therefore I 
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confirme unto thee, &11 the oblations which the kings before me CHAPTER 
granted thee, and whatsoever gifts besides they granted. I give XV 

thee leave also to coine money for thy countrey with thine owne 
stampe. And as concerning lerusalenij and the Sanctuarie, let 
them be free, and ai the armour that thou hast made, and for- 
tresses that thou hast built, and keepest in thy hands, let them 
reraaine unto thee. And if any thing bee, or shall be owing to 
the king, let it be forgiven thee, from this time forth for ever- 
more. Furthermore, when we have obtained our kingdome, we 
will honour thee, and thy nation, and thy temple with great 
honour, so that your honour shall bee knowen throughout the 
world. In the hundred threescore and fourteenth yeere, went 
Antiochus into the land of his fathers, at which time all the forces 
came together unto him, so that few were left with Tryphon. 
Wherefore being pursued by king Antiochus, he fled unto Dora, 
which lieth by the Sea side. For he saw, that troubles came upon 
him all at once, and that his forces had forsaken him. Then 
camped Antiochus against Dora, having with him, an hundred and 
twentie thousand men of warre, and eight thousand horsemen. 
And when he had compassed the citie round about, and ioyned 
ships close to the towne on the Sea side, hee vexed the citie by 
land, and by Sea, neither suffered he any to goe out or in. In the 
meane season came Numenius, and his company from Rome having 
letters to the kings and countries, wherein were written these 
things. Lucius, Consul of the Romanes, unto king Ptolomee Tbe Ramunes 
greeting. The lewes Embassadors our friends and confederates, ^''* todiven 
came unto us to renew the old friendship and league, being sent i.^^na'ta 
from Simon the high Priest, and from the people of the lewes. favour tie 
And they brought a shield of gold, of a thousand pound: we'*""' 
thought it good therefore, to write unto the kings and countries, 
that they should doe them no harme, nor fight against them, their 
cities, or countries, nor yet aide their enemies against them. It 
seemed also good to us, to receive the shield of them. If there- 
fore there be any pestilent fellowes, that have fled from their 
countrie unto you, deliver them imto Simon the high priest, that 
hee may punish them according to their owne lawe. The same 
thing wrote hee likewise unto Demetrius the king, and Atalus, to 
Ariarathes, and Arsaces, and to all the countries, and to Samp- 
sames, and the Lacedemonians, and to Delus, and Myndus, and 
Sycion, and Caria, and Samos, and Pamphylia, and Lycia, and 
Halicamassus, and Rhodus, and Phaseilis, and Cos, and Sidee, and 
Aradus, and Gortina, and Cnidus, and Cyprus, and Gyrene. And 
the copy heereof they wrote, to Simon the high Priest. So 
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Antiochus the king camped against Dora, the second day, assault- 
ing it continually, and making engins, by which meanes he shut 
up Tryphon, that he could neither goe out nor in. At that time 
Simon sent him two thousand chosen men to aide him ; silver also, 
and gold, and much armour. Neverthelesse, he would not receive 
thera, but brake all the covenants which he had made with him 
afore, and became strange unto him. Furthermore hee sent unto 
him Athenobius, one of his friends to commune with him and ssy : 
You withhold loppeand Gasara with the towre that is in lerusalem, 
which are cities of my realme. The borders thereof yee have 
wasted and done great hurt in the land, and got the dominion of 
many places within my kingdome. Now therefore deliver the 
cities which ye have taken, and the tributes of the places where- 
of yee have gotten dominion without the borders of ludea. Or 
else give me for them tive hundred talents of silver, and for the 
harme that you have done, and the tributes of the cities other five 
hundred talents : if not, we wil come and fight against you. So 
Athenobius the kings friend came to lerusalem, and when hee 
saw the glory of Simon, and the cupboard of gold, and silver plate, 
and his great attendance, he was astonished and told him the 
kings message. Then answered Simon, and said unto him. We 
have neither taken other mens land, nor holden that which 
apperteineth to others, but the inheritance of our fathers, which 
our enemies had wrongfully in possession a certaine time. Where- 
fore we having opportunitie, hold the inheritance of our fathers. 
And whereas thou demaundest loppe and Gazara; albeit they did 
great harme unto the people in our countrey, yet will we give an 
hundred talent.'i for them. Hereunto Athenobius answered him 
not a word, but returned in a rage to the king, and made report 
unto him of these speaches, and of the glory of Simon, and of all 
that hee had scene : whereupon the king was exceeding wroth. 
In the meane time fled Tryphon by ship unto Orthoaias. Then 
the king made Cendebeus captaine of the sea coast^ and gave him 
an hoste of footmen and horsemen, and commanded him to re- 
move his hoste toward ludea : also hee commanded him to build 
up Cedron, and to fortifie the gates, and to warre against the people, 
but as for the king [himselfe] he pursued Tryphon. So Cendebeus 
came to lamnia, and began to provoke the people, and to invade 
ludea, and to take the people prisonersj and slay thera. And 
when hee had built up Cedron, he set horsemen there, and an host 
[of footmen] to the end that issuing out, they might make out- 
roades upon the wnyes of ludea, as the king had commanded him. 
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CHAPTER XVI 



CHAPTER 
XVI 

THEN came up lohn from Gazara, and told Simon his father, 
what Cendebeus had done. Wherefore Simon called his 
two eldest sonnes, ludas and lohn, snd said unto them, I 
and my brethren, and my fathers house have ever from our youth 
unto this day fought against the enemies of Israel, and things 
have prospered so well in our hands, that wee have delivered 
Israel oftentimes. But now I am old, and yce [by Gods mercy] are IiuIm uid lohn 
of a sufficient age: Beye in stead of mee,and my brother, and 6"^ ['^*Y*'^*^°f* 
and fight for our nation, and the helpe from heaven be with you. by Antiodm*. 
So hee chose out of the countrey twentie thousand men of warre 
with horsemen, who went out against Cendebeus, and rested that 
night at Modin. And when as they rose in the morning, and went 
into the plaine, behold, a mighty great hoste both of footmen, and 
horsmen, came against them ; Howbeit there was a water brooke 
betwixt them. So hee and his people pitched over against them, 
and when hee saw that the people were afraid to goe over the 
water brooke, hee went first over himselfe, and then the men see- 
ing him, passed through after him. [That done] he divided his 
men, and set the horsemen in the midst of the footemen : for the 
enemies horsemen were very many. Then sounded they with the 
holy Trumpets : whereupon Cendebeus and his hoste were put to 
Right, so that many of them were slaine, and the remnant gat 
them to the strong hold. At that time was ludas lohns brother 
wounded: But lohn still followed after them, untill he came to 
Cedron which [Cendebeus] had built. So they fled even unto 
the towres in the fields of Azotus, wherefore hee burnt it with 
fire : So that there were slaine of them about two thousand men. 
Afterward hee returned into the land of ludea in peace. More- Tho opuine of 
over, in the plaine of lericho was Ptolomeus the sonne of Abubus S'^o'^'^J't"*'' 
made captaine, and hee had abundance of silver and golde. For „f hjg „nne« 
he was the hie Priests sonne in lawe. Wherefore his heart being into hii oaetle, 
lifted up, hee thought to get the countrey to himselfe, and there- "^'horooslT 
upon consulted deceitfully against Simon and his sons, to destroy murdeTeth 
them. Now Simon wa,s visiting the cities that were in the coun- them, 
trey, and taking care for the good ordering of them, at which 
time hee came downe himselfe to lericho with his sons, Mattathias 
and ludas, in the hundreth threescore and seventh yeere, in the 
eleventh moneth called Sabat. Where the sonne of Abubus 
receiving them deceitfully into a little holde called Docus, which 
he had built, made them a great banquet : howbeit he had hidde 
men there. So when Simon and his soones had drunke largely, 
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Ptolome ftnd his men rose up, and tooke their weapons, and came 
upon Simon into the bankctting place, and slewe him and his two 
sonnes, and certaine of his servants. In which doing, he com- 
mitted a great treachery, and recompensed evill for good. Then 
Ptolome wrote these things, and sent to the king, that he should 
send him an hoste to aide him, and he would deliTer him the 
countrey, and cities. He sent others also to Gaxara to kill Iohi],and 
unto the tribunes he sent letters to come unto him, that he might 
give them silver, and golde, and rewards. And others he sent to 
take lerusalem, and the mountaine of the temple. Now one had 
runne afore to Gazara, and tolde lohn that his father and brethren 
were slaine, and [quoth he] Ptolome hath sent to slay thee also. 
Hereof when he heard, hee was sore astonished: So he laide 
bands on them that were come to destroy him, and slew them, for 
, hee knew that they sought to make him away. As eouceming 
the rest of the actes of lolin, and his wars and worthy deedi 
which hee did, and the building of the walles which he 
made, and his doings, behold, these are written in the 
Chronicles of his Priesthood, from the time he w 
made high Priest after bis father. 
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the lande of ludea, wish unto the 
brethren the lewes that are throughout Egypt, 
health and peace. God be gracious unto you, 
and remember his Covenant that hee made 
with Abraham, Isaac, and lacob, his faithful! 
servants ; and give you all an heart to serve 
him, and to doe his will, with a good courage, 
and a willing minde : and open your hearts in 
its, and send you peace : and heare yout 
prayers, and be at one with you, and never forsake you in time of 
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trouble. And now wee be here praying for you, What time as CHAPTER 
Demetrius reigned, in the hundred threescore and ninth yeere, I 

wee the iewes wrote unto you, in the extremitie of trouble, that 
came upon us in those yeeres, from the time that lason and his 
company revolted from the holy land, and kingdome, and burnt 
the porch, and shed innocent blood. Then we prayed unto the 
Lord, and were heard : we offered also sacrifices, and fine flowre, 
and lighted the lampes, and set forth the loaves. And now see 
that ye keepe the feast of Tabernacles in the moneth Casleu. In 
the hundreth, fourescore, and eight yeere, the people that were at 
Icrusnieni, and in ludea, and the counsel, and ludas, sent greeting 
and health unto Aristobulus, king Ptolomeus master, who was of 
the stock of the anointed priests, and to the Iewes that were in 
Egypt. Insomuch as God hath delivered us from great perils, 
wee thanke him highly, as having bin in battell against a king. 
For he cast thera out that fought within the holy citie. For 
when the leader was come into Persia, and the armie with him 
that seemed invincible, they were slaine in the temple of Nanea, 
by the deceit of Naneas priests. For Antiochus, as though hee 
would marrie her, came into the place, and his friends that were 
with him, to receive money in name of a dowrie. Which when 
the priests of Nanea had set forth, and he was entred with a small 
company into the compaase of the temple, they shut the temple 
assoone as Antiochus was come in. And opening a privie doore of 
the roofe, they threw stones like thunderbolts, and stroke downe 
the captaine, hewed them in pieces, smote off their heads, and cast 
them to those that were without. Blessed be our God in all 
things, who hath delivered up the ungodly. Therefore whereas 
we are nowe purposed to keep the purification of the Temple 
upon the five and twentieth day of the moneth Casleu, we thought 
it necessary to certifie you thereof, that ye also might keepe it, 
as the [feast] of the tabernacles, and of the fire [which was given 
us] when Neemias offered sacrifice, after that he had builded the 
Temple, and the Altar. For when our fathers were led into of the 6re that 
Persia, the Priests that were then devout, took the fire of the "Mhiddoin 
Altar privily, and hid it in a hollow place of a pit without water, """ '"'" 
where they kept it sure, so that the place was unknowen to all 
men. Now after many yeeres, when it pleased God, Neemias 
being sent from the king of Persia, did send of the posteritie of 
those Priests that had hid it, to the fire : but when they tolde us 
they found no fire, but thicke water, then commanded he them to 
draw it up. and to bring it : and when the sacrifices were laid on, 
Neemias commanded the Priests to sprinkle the wood, and the 
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things laid therupon with the water. When this 
the time came that the Sun shone which afore i 
eloude, there was a great fire kindled, so that every 
And the I'rieKts made a prayer whilest the sacrifice ' 
[I say] both the Priests, and all the rest, lonathan beginning, 
' the rest answering thereunto, as Neemias did. And the prayer 
was after this maner, O Lord, Lord God, Creatour of all things, 
who art fearefull, and strong, and righteous, and mercifull, and 
the onely, and gracious king, the onely giver of all things, the 
onely iust, almightie and everlasting, thou that deliverest Israel 
from al trouble, and didst choose the fathers, and sanctifie them : 
receive the sacritice for thy whole people Israel, and preserve thine 
owne portion, and sanctifie it Gather those together that are 
scattered from us, deliver them that serve among the heatlien, 
looke upon them that are despised and abhorred, and let the 
heathen know that thou art our God. Punish them that oppresse 
u.s, and with pride doe us wrong. Plant thy people againe in thy 
holy place, as Moises hath spoken. And the Priests sung psalmes 
of thankesgiving. Now when the sacrifice was consumed, Neemias 
commanded the water that was left, to bee powred on the great 
stones. When this was done, there was kindled a flame ; but it 
was consumed by the light that shined from the Altar. So when 
this matter was knowen, it was told the king of Persia, that in the 
place, where the Priests that were led away, had hid the fir^ 
there appeared water, and that Neemias had purified the sacrilices 
therewith. Then the king inclosing the place, made it holy after 
he had tried the matter. And the king tooke many gifts, and 
bestowed thereof, on those whom he would gratifie. And Neemias 
called this thing Naphthar, which is as much to say as a cleansing : 
but many men call it Nephi. 

CHAPTER II 

IT is also found in the records, that leremie the Prophet, com- 
maunded them that were caried away, to take of the (ire as it 
hath beene si/;nilied, and how that the Prophet having given 
them the law, charged them not to forget the commaundementB of 
the Lord, and that they should not erre In their minds, when they 
see images of silver, and gold, with their ornaments. And with 
other such speeches exhorted he them, that the law should not 
depart from their hearts. It was also contained in the same writ- 
ing, that the Prophet being warned of God, commanded the 
Tabernacle, and the Arke to goe with him, as he went forth into 
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the mountaine, where Moises climed up, and sawe the heritage of CHAPTER 
God. And when leremie came thither, he found an hollow cave II 

wherin he laid the Tabernacle, and the Arke, and the altar of How be hid the 
incense, and so stopped the doore. And some of tliose that TaHemacle. 
followed him, came to marke the way, but they could not find it. [j,'°^'^' ' 
Which when leremie perceived, hee blamed them, saying, As for 
that place, it shall be unknowen untill the time that God gather 
his people againe together, and receive them unto mercy, Then 
shall the Lord shew them these things, and the glory of the Lord 
shall appeare, and the cloud also as it was shewed uoder Moisea, 
and as when Solomon desired that the place might be honourably 
sanctified. It was also declared that he being wise, offered the 
sacrifice of dedication, and of the finishing of the Temple. And as 
when Moises prayed unto the Lord, the fire came down from 
heaven, and consumed the sacrifices: even so prayed Solomon also, 
and the fire came downe from heaven, and consumed the burnt 
ofTerings. And Moises said. Because the sitine offering was not to 
be eaten, it was consumed. So Solomon kept those eight dayes. 
The same things also were reported in the writings, and com- What Xeemioa 
raentaries of Neemias, and how he founding a bbrarie, gathered an^ ludas 
together the acts of the Kings, and the Prophets, and of David, ""* "' 
and the Epistles of the Kings concerning the holy gifts. In like 
maner also, ludas gathered together all those things that were lost, 
by reason of the warre we had, and they remaine with us. Where- 
fore if yee have neede thereof, send some to fetch them unto you. 
Whereas we then are about to celebrate the purification, we have 
written unto you, and yee shall doe we!! if yee keepe the same 
dayes. We hope also that the God, that delivered all his people, 
and gave them all an heritage, and the kingilome, and the priest- 
hood, and the Sanctuarie, as he promised In the lawe, will shortly 
have mercy upon us, and gather us together out of every land 
under heaven into the holy place ; for he hath delivered us out of 
great troubles, and hath purified the place. Now as concerning 
ludas Maccabeus, and his brethren, and the purification of the great 
Temple, and the dedication of the altar, and the warres against What lanon 
Antiochus Epiphanes, and Eupator his sonne, and the manifest j""** '" ^™ 
Bignes that came from heaven, unto those that behaved themselves '"'''"^• 
manfully to their honour for ludaisme : so that being but a few, 
theyovercamethe whole country, and chosed barbarous multitudes, 
and recovered againe the Temple renowned all the world over, and 
freed the citie, and upheld the lawes, which were going downe, the 
Lord being gracious unto them with al favour : all these things (I 
Bay) being declared by lason of Cyrene in five books, we will assay 
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to abridge in one volume. For coosidering the infinite 
and the difficulty, which they find that desire to looke into the 
narrations of the story, for the variety of the matter, we have 
beene careful!, that they that will read might have delight, and 
that they that are desirous to commit to memorie, might ha< 
and that all, into whose hands it comes might have profit. There- 
fore to us that have titken upon us this paineful labour of abridg- 
iDg, it was not easie, but a matter of sweat, and watching. Even as 
it is no case unto him, that prepareth a banquet, and seeketh the 
benefit of others : yet for the pleasuring of many we will under- 
take gladly this great paines ; leaving to the authour the exact 
handling of every particular, and labouring to follow the rules of 
an abridgement. For as the master builder of a new house, must 
care for the whole building : but hee that undertaketh to set it 
out, and paint it, must seeke out fit things, for the adorning 
thereof: even so I thinkeit is with us. To stand upon every point, 
and goe over things at large, and to be curious in particulars, 
belongeth to the first authour of the storie, But to use brevitie 
and avoyde much labouring of the worke, is to bee granted to hira 
that will make an abridgement. Here then will we begin the 
story : onely adding thus much to that which hath bene said, ThatI] 
it is a foolish thing to make a long prologue, and to be short in the 
story it sclfe. 
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CHAPl'ER III 

Inhabited v 



'OW when the holy Citie was inhabited with all peace, and 
the Lawes were kept very well, because of the godlinessftj 
□f Onias the high Priest, and his hatred of wickednesse, " 
came to passe that even the Kings themselves did honour the^ 
place, and mngnifie the Temple with their best gids ; insomuch 
that Seleucus king of Asia, of his owne revenues, bare all the 
costes belonging to the service of the sacrifices. But one Simon of 
the tribe of Beniamin, who was made govemour of the Temple, fell 
out with the high Priest about disorder in the citie. And when 
he could not overcome Onias, he gate him to ApoJlonius the sonne 
of Thraseas, who then was goveniour of Coelosyria, and Phenice, 
and told him that the treasurie in lerusalera was full of infioite 
summes of money, so that the multitude of their riches which did 
not pertaine to the account of the sacrifices, was innumerable, and 
that it was possible to bring all into the kings hand. Now wbeq 
ApolJonius came to the king, and had shew«l him of the moncTi 
whereof he was told, the king chose out Heliodorus bis treasures', 
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and sent him with a commaundement, to bring him the foresaid CHAPTER 

money. So foorthwith Heliodorus tooke his iourney under a 111 

colour of visiting the cities of Coelosyria, and Phenice, but indeed 

to fulfill the kings purpose. And when he was come to lerusalem, 

and had bene courteously received of the high Priest of the citie, 

hee told hitn what intelligence was given of the money, and 

declared wherefore hee came, and asked if these things were so in 

deed. Then the high Priest tolde him that there was such money 

layde up for the reliefe of widowes, and fatherlcsse children, and 

that some of it belonged to Hireanus, Sonne of Tobias, a man of 

great dignitie, and not as that wicked Simon had misinformed : 

the summe whereof in all was foure hundred talents of silver, and 

two hundred of gold, and that it was altogether impossible that 

such wrong should be done unto them, that had committed it to 

the holinesse of the place, and to the maiestie and inviolable 

sanctitie of the Temple, honoured over all the world. But 

Heliodorus because of the kings commandement given him, said. 

That in any wise it must be brought into the kings treasury. So at 

the day which hee appointed, hee entred in to order this matter, 

wherefore, there was no small agonie throughout the whole citie. 

Hut the Priests prostrating themselves before the Altar in their 

Priests Vestments, called unto heaven upon him that made a I.awe 

concerning things given to bee kept, that they should safely bee 

preserved for such as had committed them to be kept. Then 

whoso had looked the hie Priest in the face, it would have wounded 

his heart ; for his countenance, and the changing of his colour, 

declared the inward agonie of his minde : for the man was so 

compassed with feare, and horror of the body, that it was manifest 

to them that looked upon him, what sorrow hee had now in his 

heart. Others ran flocking out of their houses to the generall 

Supplication, because the place was like to come into contempt. 

And the women girt with sackecloth under their breasts, abounded 

in the streetes ; and the virgins that were kept in, ran some to the 

gates, and some to the walles, and others looked out of the 

windowes : and all holding their handes towards heaven, made 

supplication. Then it would have pitied a man to see the falling 

downe of the multitude of all sorts, and the feare of the hie Priest, 

being in such an agony. They then called upon the Alraightie 

Lord, to keepe the things committed of trust, safe and sure, for 

those that had committed them. Neverthelesse Heliodorus 

executed that which was decreed. Now as hee was there present Ha ia striokan 

himselfe with his guard about the treasurie, the Lord of spirits, t^^at the 

and the Prince of all power caused a great apparition, so that alt praier of Onitu, 
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that pmiuned to come in with him, were astomsbed «t the power 
of God, and fkint^ and were aon afraid. For thcfc app eared 
unto them a bone, witfa a terrible rider upon him, and adorned 
with a very faire covering, and he ranne fiercely, and smote at 
Heliodorii& with his forefeet, and it seemed that hee thai sate upon 
the horse, bad complete hamesse of goldc. Moreover two other 
j-ong men appeared before him, notable in streogtb, excellent in 
beautie, and comely in apparel], who stood by him on either side, 
and scourged him continually, and gave him many sore stripe& 
And Heliodorus fell suddenly unto the ground, and was compassed 
with great darkenesse : bat they that were with him, tooke him np, 
and put him into a litter. Thus him that lately came with a great 
traine, and with all his guard into the said treasury, they caried 
out, being unable to helpe himselfe with his weapons : and mani- 
festly they acknowledged the power of God. For hee by the hand 
of God was ca&t downe, and lay specchlesse without all hope of Ufe- 
But they praised the Lord that had miraculously honoured hisowne 
place: for the Temple which a little afore was full of feare and 
trouble, when the Almightie Lord appeared, was lilted with ioy and 
gladneese. Then straightwayes certaine of Heliodorus friendt, 
prayed Onlas that hee would call upon the most High to graunt 
him bis life, who lay ready to give up the ghost. So the hi^ 
Priest suspecting lest the king should misconceive that some 
treachery had beene done to Heliodorus by the lewes, offered a 
sacrifice for the health of the man. Now as the high Priest was 
making an atonement, the same yong men, in the same clothing, 
appeared and stood beside Heliodorus, saying. Give Onias tbe high 
Priest great tbankes, insomuch as for his sake tbe Lord hath 
jrranted thee life. And seeing that thou hast beene scoui^ed from 
heaven, declare unto all men the mightie power of God : and when 
they had spoken these wordcE, they appeared no more. So Helio- 
dorus after he had offered sacrifice unto the Lord, and made great 
vowes unto him that had saved his life, and saluted Onias, returned 
with his hoste to the king. Then testified hee to all men, the 
workes of the great God, which he had scene with his eyes. And 
when the king asked Heliodorus, who might be a fit man to be sent 
yet once againc to lenisalem, he said, If thou hast any enemy or 
traitor, send him thither, and thou sbalt receive him well scourged, 
if he escape with his life ; for in that place, no doubt, there is an 
especisll power of God. For hee that dwelleth in heaven hath his 
eye on that place, and defendeth it, and hee beateth and destroyeth 
them that come to hurt it. And the things concerning Heliodorus, 
and the keeping of the treasurie, fell out on this sort, 
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THIS Simon now (of whom wee spake afore) having bin a Simon Btander- 
bewrayer of the money, and of his countrey, slandered eth Oniaa. 
Ooias, as if he had terrilied Heliodorus, and bene the 
worker of these evils. Thus was hee bold to call him a traitour, 
that had deserved well of the citie, and tendred his owne nation, 
and was so zealous of the lawes. But when their hatred went eo 
farre, that by one of Simons faction murthers were committed, 
Onias seeing the danger of this contention, and that Ap[}ollDnius, 
as being the governour of Coelosyria and Phenice, did rage, and 
increase Simons malice, he went to the king, not to be an accuser 
of his comitrey men, but seeking the good of all, both ptiblike, and 
private. For he saw that it was impossible, that the state should 
continue quiet, and Simon leave his folly, unlesse the king did 
looke thereunto. But after the death of Seleucus, when Antiochus laaon by oor- 
called Epiphanes, tooke the kingdom, Isson the brother of Onias, ^"^''"^1^? 



laboured under hand to bee hie Priest, promising unto the king by ^^ 
intercession, three hundred and threescore talents of silver, and ti 
of another revenew, eightie talents : besides this, he promised to 
assigne an hundred and fiftie more, if he might have licence to set 
him up a place for exercise, and for the training up of youth in the 
fashions of the heathen, and to write them of lerusalem [by the 
name of] Antiochians. Which when the king hod granted, and hee 
had gotten into his hand the rule, he foorthwith brought his ownc 
nation to the Greekish fashion. And the royal priviledges granted 
of speciall favour to the lewes, by the meanes of lohn, the father 
of Eupotemus, who went Embassador to Rome, for amitie and aid, 
he tooke away, and putting down the governments which were 
according to the law, he brought up new customes against the law. 
For he built gladly a place of exercise under the towre it selfe, and 
brought the chiefe yong men under his subiection, and made them 
weare a hat. Now such was the height of Greek fashions, and 
increase of heathenish maners, through the exceeding profanenes 
of lason that ungodly wretch, and no high priest : that the priests 
had no courage to serve any more at the altar, but despising the 
Temple, and neglecting the sacrifices, hastened to be partakers of 
the unlawfuU allowance in the place of exercise, .ifter the game of 
Discus called them forth. Not setting by the honours of their 
fathers, but liking the glory of the Grecians best of alL By reason 
whereof sore calamity came upon them : for they had them to be 
their enemies and avengers, whose custome they followed so 
earnestly, and unto whom they desired to belike in all things. 
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by Antiochia. Wherefore Menelaus, taking Andronicus apart, CHAPTBRS 
prajed him to get Onias into his hands, who being perswaded IIII 

thereunto, and comming to Onias in deceit, gave him his right hand Andronicua 
with othes, and though hee were suspected (by him) yet perswaded traiterou^j 
he him to come forth of the Sanctuarie : whom forthwith he shut o^t"" 
up without regard of lustice. For the which cause not onely the 
lewes, but many also oF other nations tooke great indignation, and 
were much grieved for the uniust murder of the man. And when The King being , 
the king was come againe from the places about Cilicia, the lewes infnnned there- 
that were in the citie, and certaine of the Greekes, that abhorred A^droniouB to 
the fact also, complained because Onias was slaine without cause, ba put todeatb. 
Therefore Antiochus was heartily sorry, and mooved to pity, and 
wept, because of the sober and modest behaviour of him that 
was dead. And being kindled with anger, forthwith he tooke 
away Andronicus his purple, and rent off his clothes, and leading 
him through the whole city unto that very place, where he had 
committed impietie against Onias, there slew he the cursed mur- 
therer. Thus the Lord rewarded him his punishment, as he 
had deserved. Now when many sacriledges had beene committed The wioteilnM 
in the citie by Lysimachus, with the consent of Menelaus, and the ?^ l^ysimidiiM, 
bruit therof was spread abroad, the multitude gathered themselves gition of 
together against Lysimachus, many vessels of gold being already MeneUu. 
caried away. Whereupon the common people rising, and being 
filled with rage, Lysimachus armed about three thousand men, and 
beganne first to offer violence on Auranus, being the leader, a man 
farre gone in yeeres, and no lesse in folly. They then seeing the 
attempt of Lysimachus, some of them caught stones, some clubs, 
others taking hondfuls of dust, that was next at hand, cast them all 
together upon Lysimachus, and those that set upon them. Thus 
many of them they wounded, and some they stroke to the ground, 
and all [of them] they forced to flee : but as for the Churchrobber 
liimselfe, him they killed besides the treasury. Of these matters 
therefore there was an accusation laide against Menelaus. Now 
when the king came to Tyrus, three men that were sent from the 
Senate, pleaded the cause before him : but Menelaus being now 
convicted, promised Ptolomee the Sonne of Dorymenes, to give him 
much money, if hee would pacifie the King towards him. Where- 
ujKin Ptolomee taking the king aside into a certaine gallerie, as it 
were to take the aire, brought him to be of another minde ; inso- 
much that hee discharged Menelaus from the accusations, who not- 
withstanding was cause of all the mischiefe ; and those poore men, 
who if they had told their cause, yea, before the Scythians, should 
have bene iudged innocent, them he condemned to death. Thus 
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they that followed the matter for the citie, and for the people, and 
for the holy vessels, did soone suffer uniust punishment. Where- 
fore even they of Tyrus mooved vith hatred of that wicked 
deed, caused them to bee honourably buried. And so through the 
covetousnesae of them that were in power, MeneUus rem&iiied stiU ■ 
in authority, increasing in molicej and being a great traitour to the d 
citizens. 

CHAPTER V 
^ BOUT the same time Antiuchus prepared his second voyage 
into Egypt: and then it happened, that through all the 
citie, for the space almost of fourtie dayes, there were scene 
horsemen running in the aire, in cloth of golde, and armed with 
lances, like a band of souldiers, and troupes of horsemen in aray, 
incountring, and running one against another with shaking of 
shieldes, and multitude of pikes, and drawing of swords, and cast- 
ing of darts, and glittering of golden ornaments, and harnesse of 
all sorts. Wherefore every man praied that that apparition might 
turne to good. Now when there was gone forth a false rumour, 
as though Antiochus had bene dead, lason tooke at the least a 
thousand men, and suddenly made an assault upon the citie, and 
they that were upon the walles, being put bocke, and the citie at 
iduid length taken, Menelaus fled into the castle: but lason slew his 
owne citizens without mercy, (not considering that to get the day 
of them of his owne nation, would be a most unhappy day for him : 
but thinking they had bene his enemies, and not his countrey mm 
whom he conquered.) Howbeit for all this hee obtained not the 
principalitie, but at the last received shame for the reward of his 
treason, and fled againe into the countrey of the Ammonites. In 
the end therefore hee had an unhappy retume, being accused be- 
fore Aretas the king of the Arabians, fleeing from city to city, pur- 
sued of all men, hated as a forsaker of the Lawes, and being had in 
abomination, as an open enemie of his countrey, and countreymen, 
he was cast out into Kgypt. Thus hee that had driven many out 
of their countrey, perished in a strange land, retiring to the Lace- 
demonians, and thinking there to finde succour by reason of his 
kindred. And hee that had cast out many unburied, had none to 
mnume for him, nor any solemnc funerals at all, nor sepulchre with 
his fathers. Now when this that was done came to the kings eare, 
he thought that ludea had revolted, whereupon removing out of 
Egypt in a furious mtnde, he tooke the citie by force of armes, 
and commaunded his men of warre not to spare such as they met, 
and to slay such as went up upon the houses. Thus there was 
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killing of yong and old, making away of men, women and chUdren, CHAI^Bi 
slaying of virgins and infants. And there were destroyed within V 

the space of three whole daies, fourescore thousand, whereof fourty 
thousand were slaine in the conflict ; and no fewer sold, then 
slaine. Yet was he not content with this, but presumed to goe Theipoilin«ol 
into the most holy Temple of nil the world : Menelaus that "■« Templa. 
traitour to the Lawes, and to his owne countrey, being his 
guide. And taking the holy vessels with polluted handes, and 
with prophane handes, pulling downe the things that were dedi- 
cated by other kings, to the augmentation and glory and honour 
of the place, he gave them away. And so haughtie was 
Antiochus in minde, that hee considered not that the Lord was 
angry for a while for the sinnes of them that dwelt in the citie, 
and therefore his eye was not upon the place. For had they 
not beene formerly wrapped in many sinnes, this man as soone 
as hee had come, had foorthwith beene scourged, and put backe 
from his presumption, as Heliodorus was, whom Seleucus the king 
sent to view the treasurie. Ncverthelesse God did not choose the 
people for the places sake, but the place for the peoples sake. 
And therefore the place it selfc that was partaker witli them of the 
adversities that happened to the nation, did afterward communi- 
cate in the benefits sent from the Lord : and as it was forsaken in 
the wrath of the Almighty, so againe the great Lord being recon- 
ciled, it was set up with all glory. So when Antiochus had caried 
out of the Temple, a thousand and eight hundred talents, hee 
departed in all haste into Antiochia, weening in his pride to make 
the land navigable, and the Sea passable by foot : such was the 
haughtinesse of his minde. And he left governours to vexe the 
nation ; at lerusalem Philip, for his countrey a Phrygian, and for 
manners more barbarous then hee that set him there : and at 
Garizim, Andronicus ; and besides, Menelaus, who worse then all 
the rest, bare an heavie hand over the citizens, having a malicious 
minde against his countreymen the lewes. He sent also that 
detestable ringleader Apollonius, with an armie of two and twentie 
thousand, commaunding him to slay all those that were in their 
best age, and to sell the women and the yonger sort : who com- 
ming to lerusalem, and pretending peace, did forbeare ti!l the holy 
day of the Sabbath, when taking the lewes keeping holy day, hee 
commanded his men to arme themselves. And so hee slewe all 
them that were gone to the celebrating of the Sabbath, and 
running through the city with weapons, slewe great multitudes. „ .^ 
But ludas Maccabeus, with nine others, or thereabout, withdrew fleethintothB 
himselfe into the wildemesse, and lived in the mountaines after wUdemBi. 
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CHAPTER the maner of beasts, with hiB company, who fed on herbs coDtanu- 
V ally, lest they should be partakers of the pollution. 
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CHAPTER VI 

NOT long after this, the king sent an olde man of Athenv. 
to compell the lewes to depart from the lawes of their' 
fathers, and not to live after the Laves of God : and to 
pollute also the Temple in lemsalem, and to call it the Temple of 
lupiter Olympius : and that in Garazim, of lupiter the defender 
of strangers, as they did desire that dwelt in the place. The com- 
ming in of this mischiefe was sore and grievous to the people : for 
the Temple was filled with riot and revelling, by the Gentiles, who 
dallied with harlots, and had to doe with women within the circuit 
of the holy places, and besides that, brought in things that were 
not lawfull. The Altar also was filled with profane things, which 
the Law forbiddeth. Neither was it lawfull for a man to keepe 
Sabbath dayes, or ancient Feasts, or to profcsse himselfe at all to 
be a lewe. And in the day of the kings birth, every moneth ther 
were brought by bitter constraint to eate of the sacrifices; ana 
when the Feast of Bacchus was kept, the lewes were compelled to^ 
goe in procession to Bacchus, carying Ivie. Moreover there weatli 
out a decree to the neighbour cities of the heathen, by the sugge#-, 
tion of Ptolomee, against the lewes, that they should obs 
same fashions, and be partakers of their sacrifices. And whofiO 
would not conforme themselves to the maners of the Gi 
should be put to death : then might a man have scene the present 
misery. For there were two women brought, who had circumcised 
their children, whom when they had openly led round about the 
eitie, the babes hanging at their breasts, they cast them downe 
headlong from the wall. And others that had run together into 
caves neere by, to keepe the Sabbath day secretly, being discovered 
to Philip, were all burnt together, because they made a conscience 
to heipe themselves, for the honour of the most sacred day. Now 
1 beseech those that reade this booke, that they be not discouraged 
for these calamities, but that they iudge those punishments not to 
be for destniction, but for a chastening of our nation. For it is a 
token of his great goodnesse, when wicked doers are not suffered 
any long time, but forthwith punished. For not as with other 
nations whom the I/ird patiently forbeareth to punish, till they be 
come to the fulnesse of their sinnes, so dealeth he with us, lest 
that being come to the height of sinne, afterwards hee should take 
2g4 
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Tengeaace of us. And therfore he never withdraweth his mercie 
from us : and though he punish with adversitie, yet doeth he never 
forsake his people. But let this that we have spoken be for a 
warning unto us .- And nowe will wee come to the declaring of the 
matter in few words. Eleazar one of the principal] Scribes, an aged 
man, and of a well favoured countenance, was constrained to open 
his mouth, and to eate swines flesh. But he chusing rather to die 
gloriously, then to live stained with such an abomination, spit it 
forth, and came of his owne accord to the torment, as it behoved 
them to come, that are resolute to stand out against such things, 
as are not lawful! for love of life to be tasted. But they that had 
the charge of that wicked feast, for the olde acquaintance they had 
with the man, taking him aside, besought him to bring flesh of his 
owne provision, such as was lawfull for him to use, and make as if 
he did eate of the flesh, taken from the sacrifice commanded by the 
king, that in so doing hee might bee delivered from death, and for 
the olde friendship with them, find favour. But he began to con- 
sider discreetly, and as became his age, and the excellencie of his 
ancient yeeres, and the honour of his gray head, whereunto hee 
was come, and his most honest education from a child, or rather 
the holy lawe made, and given by God : therefore hee answered 
accordingly, and willed them straightwaies to send him to the 
grave. For it beconimeth not our age, said he, in any wise to dis- 
semble, whereby many yong persons might thinke, that Eleasar 
being fourescore yeres old and ten, were now gone to a strange 
religion, and so they through mine hypocrisie, and desire to live a 
litle time, and a moment longer, should bee deceived by me, and 
T get a staine to mine olde age, and make it abominable. For 
though for the present time 1 should be delivered from the punish' 
raent of men : yet should I not escape the hand of the Almightie, 
neither alive nor dead. Wherefore now manfully changing this 
life, I will shew my selfe such an one, as mine age requireth. And 
leave a notable example to such as bee yong, to die willingly, and 
couragiously, for the honourable and holy lawes : and when be had 
said these words, immediatly he went to the torment, they that 
led him, changing the good will they bare him a litle before, into 
hatred, because the foresaid speaches proceeded as they thought, 
from a desperate minde. But when hee was readic to die with 
stripes, he groned, and said. It is manifest unto the Lord, that hath 
the holy knowledge, that wheras I might have bin delivered from 
death, I [now] endure sore paines in body, by being beaten : but 
in soule am well content to sufier these things, because I feare him. 
And thus this man died, leaving his death for an example of a noble 
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CHAPTER VII 



^ ineD, bat^H 



The ooniUnoie TT came to passe also that seven brethren with their mother were 
ancioruBll (loath ■ taken, and compelled by the king against the lawe to taste 
ren'ijid'thoir Bwines flesh, and were tormented with scourges and whips : 

mother in one but one of them that spiike first said thus : What wouldest thoa 
ihoT wouldnot ^^^' *"" leame of us ? we are ready to die, rather then to trans- 
Hkta BwinoB gresse the lawes of our fathers. Then the king being in a rage, 
floih Bt the commanded pannes, and caldrons to be made whot. Which forth- 
manduient. *''"* being heated, he commanded to cut out the tongue of him that 
spake first, and to cut olf the utmost parts of his body, the rest of 
his brethren, and his mother looking on. Now when he was thus 
maimed in all bis members, he commanded him being yet alive, to 
be brought to the fire, and to be fried in the panne : and as the 
vapour of the pnnne was for a good space dispersed, they exhortetl 
one another, with the mother, to die manfully, saying thus : The 
Lord God looketh upon us, and in trueth hath comfort in us, u 
Moises in his song, which witnessed to their faces declared, sayjng. 
And he shall be comforted in his servants. So when the first wm 
dead, after this mnner, they brought the second to make him a mock- 
ing stocke : and when they had pulled off the skin of his head with- 
the haire, they asked him. Wilt thou eate before thou bee punished 
throughout every member of thy body ? But hee answered in his- 
owne language, and said. No, Wherefore hee also received tho 
next torment in order, as the former did. And when hee was at 
the last ga.spe, hee said, Thou like a fury takest us out of Ihis present, 
life, but the king of the world shall raise us up, who have died for' 
bis lawes, unto everlasting life. After him was the third made b 
mocking stocke, and when he was required, he put out his tongu^- 
and that right soone, holding forth his hands manfully, and saul^ 
couragiously. These I had from heaven, and for his lawes I despise 
them, and from him I hope to receive them againe. Insomuch 
that the king, and they that were with him marveiled at the yoag 
mans courage, for that he nothing regarded the paines. Now 
when this man whs dead also.they tormented and mangled the 
fourth in like maner. So when he was ready to die, he said thus. 
It is good, being put to death by men, to looke for hope from God 
to be raised up againe by him ; as for thee thou shalt have 
resurrection to life. Afterward they brought the fift also, and 
ngled him. Then looked hee unto the king and said, Thou 
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hast power over men, thou art com 
wilt, yet thinke not that our nation if 
a while, and behold his great power, how he will torment thee, and 
thy seed. After him also they brought the sixt, who being ready 
to die, said, Be not deceived without cause: for we suffer these 
things for our selves, having sinned against our God. Therefore 
marveilouB things are done (unto us.) But thinke not thou that 
takest in hand to strive against God, that thou shalt escape un- 
punished. But the mother was marveilous above all, and worthy 
of honorable memorie : for when shee sawe her seven sonnes slaine 
within the space of one day, she bare it with a good courage, because 
of the hope that she had in the Lord. Yea she exhorted every one 
of them in her owne language, filled with couragious spirits, and 
stirring up her womanish thoughts, with a manly stomacke, she said 
unto them, 1 cannot tell how you came into my wombe : for I 
neither gave you breath, nor life, neither was it I that formed the 
members of every one of you. But doubtlesse the Creator of the 
world, who formed the generation of man, and found out the begin- 
ning of all things, wil also of his owne mercy give you breath, and 
life againe, as you now regard not your owne selves for his Lawes 
sake. Now Antiochus thinking himselfe despised, and suspecting 
it to be a reprochfull speach, whiles the yougest was yet alive, did 
not onely exhort him by wordes, but also assured him with oathes, 
that he would make him both a rich, and a happy man, if hee would 
tume from the Lawes of his fathers, and that also he would take 
him for his friend, and trust him with affaires. But when the yong 
man would in no case hearken unto him, the king called his mother, 
and exhorted her, that she would counsell the yong man to save 
his life. And when hee had exhorted her with many words, she 
promised him that she would counsell her sonne. But shee bow- 
ing her selfe towards him, laughing the cruell tyrant to scome, 
spake in her countrey language on this maner; O my sonne, have 
pitie upon mee that bare thee nine moneths in my wombe, and 
gave thee sucke three yecres, and nourished thee, and brought thee 
up unto this age, and endured the troubles of education. I beseech 
thee, my sonne, looke upon the heaven, and the earth, and all that 
is therein, and consider that Goil made them of things that were 
not, and so was mankinde made likewise; feare not this tormentour, 
but being worthy of thy brethren, take thy death, that I may re- 
ceive thee againe in mercy, with thy brethren. Whiles she was 
yet speaking these words, the yong man said. Whom wait ye for ? 
I will not obey the kings comraandement : but I will obey the com- 
mandement of the Law that was given unto our fathers, by Mosea. 
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And thou that hast bene the authour of all misi^hiefe against the 
Hebrewes, sholt not escape the handes of God. For wee sufier 
because of our siiines. And though the living Lord bee angrie 
with us a little while for our chastening and correction, yet shall 
hee be at one agaiue, with his servants. But thou, O godlesse m&n, 
and of all other most wicked, be not lifted up without a cause, 
nor puRed up with uncertatne hopes, hfting up thy hand against 
the servants of God : for thou hast not yet escaped the iudgement 
of Alinightie God, who seeth all things. For our brethren who 
now have suffered a short paine, are dead under Gods Covenant 
of everlasting life : but thou through the iudgement of God, shalt 
receive iust punishment for thy pride. But 1, as my brethren, offer 
up my body, and life for the Lawes of our fathers, beseeching God 
that he would speedily bee mercifull unto our nation, and that 
thou by torments and plagues mayest confesse, that he alone is 
God ; and that in me, and ray brethren, the wrath of the Almighty, 
which is iustly brought upon all our nation, may cease. Then the 
King being in a rage, handled him worse then all the rest, and took 
it grievously that he was mocked. So this man died uodefiled, 
and put his whole trust in the Lord. Last of all after the sonnes, 
the mother died. Let this be jTinugh now to have spoken con- 
cerning the idolatrous feasts, and the extreme tortures. 

CHAPTER VIII 

THEN ludas Maccabeus and they that were with him, went 
privily into the townes, and called their kinsefolkes 
together, and tooke unto them all such as continued in the 
lewes religion, and assembled about size thousand men. And they 
called upon the Lord, that hee would looke upon the people that 
was troden downe of all, and also pitie the Temple, prophaned of 
ungodly men, and that he would have compassion upon the city 
sore defaced and ready to be made even with the ground, and hemre 
the blood that cried unto him, and remember the wicked slaughter 
of harmelesse infants, and the blasphemies committed against his 
Name, and that hee would shew his hatred against the wicked. 
Now when Maccabeus had his company about him, hee could not 
be withstood by the heathen : for the wrath of the Lord was 
turned into mercy. Therefore he came at unawares, and burnt up 
townes and cities, and got into his hands the most commodious 
places, and overcame and put to flight no small number of his 
enemies. But specially tooke he advantage of the night, far such 
privie attempts, insomuch that the bruite of his manlinesae was 
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spread every where. So when Philip sawe that this man encreased CHAPTKl 
by little and little, and that things prospered with him still more VIII 

and more, hee wrote unto Ptolemeus, the governour of CoeloByria 
and Phenice, to yeeld more aide to the kings affaires. Tlien Nicmnor ii 
forthwith choosing Nicanor the son of Patroclus, one of his speciall ^"'" ^"'^ ^ 
friends, lie sent him with no fewer then twentie thousand of all ^ make'mudi 
nations under him, to root out the whole generation of the lewes ; money of hu 
and with him he ioyned also Gorgias a captaine, who in matters p™""*" 
of warre had great experience. So Nicanor undertooke to make 
so much money of the captive lewes, as should defray the tribute 
of two thousand talents, which the king was to pay to the Romanes. 
Wherefore immedlatly he sent to the cities upon the sea coast, 
proclaiming a sale of the captive lewes, and promising that they 
should have fourescore and ten bodies for one talent, not expect- 
ing the vengeance that was to follow upon him from the Almighty 
God. Now when word was brought unto ludas of Nicanors 
comming, and he had imparted unto those that were with him, 
that the army was at hand, they that were fearefull, and distrusted 
the iustice of God, fled, and conveyed themselves away. Others 
sold all that they had left, and withall besought the Lord to 
dchver them, being sojde by the wicked Nicanor before they met j 

together: and if not for their owne sakes, yet for the covenants 
he had made with their fathers, and for his holy and glorious 
Names sake, by which they were called. So Maccabeus called ludM eDoont- 
his men together unto the number of sixe thousand, and exhorted *b^*'' ^}f^^ 
them not to be stricken with terrour of the enemie, nor to feare Kio«nor to 
the great multitude of the heathen who came wrongfully against Bigbt, 
them, but to fight manfully, and to set before their eyes, the 
iniury that they had unjustly done to the holy place, and the 
cruell handling of the city, whereof they made a mockery, and 
also the taking away of the government of their forefathers ; For 
they, said he, trust in their weapons and boldnesse, but our con- 
fidence is in the Almightie God, who at a becke can cast downe 
both them that come against us, and also all the world. Moreover, 
hee recounted unto them what helps their forefathers had found, 
and how they were delivered, when under Sennacherib an hundred 
fourescore and five thousand perished. And he told them of the 
battel that they had in Babylon with the Galatians, how they 
came but eight thousand in all to the busines, with foure thousand 
Macedonians, and that the Macedonians being perplexed, the eight 
thousand destroyed an hundred and twenty thousand, because of 
the heipe that they had from heaven, and so received a great 
booty. Thus when hee had made them bold with these words, 
5:TT 3SB 
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APTER aAd ready to die for the Lawes, aiid the countrey, he divided bis 
Vlll army into foure parts : and ioyned with biniselfe his owne brethren, 

Ieadi:ra of each band, to wit, Shnon, and loseph, and lonathan, 
giving each one fifteene hundred men. Also (bee appointed) 
Eleazar to reade the holy booke : and when be bad given them 
this watchword, The help of God ; hiinselfe leading tbe first baud, 
he ioyned battell with Nicanor: and by the beipe of the Almightie, 
they slew above nine thousand of their enemies, and wounded and 
maimed tbe most part of Niciuiors huste, and so put all to flight : 
and tooke their money that came to buy them, and pursued tbem 
farre : but lacking time, they returned. For it was the day before 
tbe Sabbatb, and therefore tbey would no longer pursue them. 
So when they had gathered their armour' together, and spoiled 
their enemies, tbey occupied themselves about tbe Sabbath, yeeld- 
ing exceeding praise, and thanks to the Lord, who had preserved 
them unto that day, which was the beginning of mercy, distilling 
lividath upon tbem. And after the Sabbath, when they had given part of 
P*"™" the spoiles to the maimed, and tbe widdowes, and Orphanes, the 
residue they divided among themselves, and their servants. When 
this was done, and they had made a common supplication, they 
a besought the mercifull Lord to be reconcUed with his servants for 

Other enemiei ever. Moreover of those that were with Timotbeus and Bacchides, 
^f°, who fought against them, they slewe above twentic thousand, and 

' very easily got high and strong holds, and divided amongst them 

selves many spoiles more, and made tbe maimed, orphanes, widowes, 
yea, and the aged also, equal in spoiles with themselves. And when 
they had gathered their armour together, they laid them up all 
carefully in convenient places, and the remnant of the spoiles they 
brought to lerusalem. They slew also Philarcbes that wicked 
person who was with Timotheus, and had annoied the lewes many 
waiea. Furtbermore at such time as they kept the feast for the 
victorie in their country, they burnt Calisthenes that had set fire 
upon the holy gates, who was fled into a litle bouse, and so be 
received a reward meet for his wickednesse. As for that most 
ungracious Nicanor, who had brought a thousand merchants to buy 
Sioanor the lewes, he was through the heipe of the Lord brought downe 
J"'" by them, of whom he made least account, and putting off" bis 
oh. glorious apparell, and discharging bis company, he came like a 

fugitive servant through the mid land unto Antiocb, having very 
great dishonour for that bis hoste was destroyed. Thus he that 
tooke upon him to make good to the Romanes, their tribute by 
meanes of the captives in lerusalem, told abroad, that tbe lewes 
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had God to fight for them, and ttierfore they could sot be hurt, 
became they followed the lawes that he gave them. 
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CHAPTER IX 

ABOUT that time came Antiochus with dishonor out of the Antioohu>i« 
A\ countrey of Persia. For he had entred the citie called ^'^'^ f^" 
■^ ■*■ Persepolis, and went about to rob the Temple, and to ""•" ■■ 
hold the citie, whereupon the multitude running to defend them- 
selves with their weapons, put them to flight, and so it happened I 
that Antiochus being put to flight of the inhabitants, returned 
with shame. Now when he came to Ecbatana, newes was brought 
him what had happened unto Nicanor and Timotheua. Then 
swelling with anger, hee thought to avenge upon the lewes the 
disgrace done unto him by those that made him flie. Therfore 
commanded he his chariot man to drive without ceasing, and to 
dispatch the ionmey, the iudgement of God now following him. 
For he had spoken proudly in this sort, that he would come to | 
lerusalem, and make it a common burying place of the lewes. 
But the Lord almightie, the God of Israel smote him with an Hee !■ atrikea 
incurable and invisible plague : for assoone as hee had spoken these ?|''^ awJiB 
words, a paine of the bowels that was remediles, came upon him, 
and sore torments of the inner parts. And that most instly : for 
hee had tormented other mens bowels with many and strange i 
torments. Howbeit hee nothing at all ceased from his bragging, 
but still was filled with pride, breathing out fire in his rage against 
the lewes, and commanding to haste the ioumey : but it came to 
passe that he fel downe from his chariot, caried violently, so that 
having a sore fal, al the members of his body were much pained. 
And thus hee that a little afore thought he might command the 
waves of the sea (so proud was hee beyond the condition of man) 
and weigh the high mountaines in a ballance, was now cast on 1 
the ground, and carried in an horselitter, shewing foorth unto all, I 
the manifest power of God. So that the wormes rose up out of I 
the body of this wicked man, and whiles hee lived in sorrow and I 
paine, his flesh fell away, and the filthinesse of his smell was I 
noysorae to all his army. And the man that thought a little afore I 
he could reach to the starres of heaven, no man could endure to 1 
carry for his intoHerable stinfee. Here therefore being plagued, 
hee began to leave off his great pride, and to come to the know- 
ledge [of himselfe] by the scourge of God, his paine encreasing j 
every moment. And when hee himselfe could not abide his owne | 
smell, hee saide these wordes ; It is meete to bee subiect unto God, 
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aod that a man that is mortatl, should not proudly thinke of hi 
aelfe, as if he were God. This wicked person vowed also unto the 
Lord, (who now no more would have mercy upon him) saying thus ; 
That the holy citie (to the which hee was going in haste to lay it 
even with the ground, and to make it a common burying place) he 
would set at liberty. And as touching the lewes, whom hee had 
iudged not worthy so much as to be buried, but to be cast out with 
their children to be devoured of the foules, and wild beasts, he 
would make them al equals to the citizens of Athens, and the 
holy Temple, which before he had spoiled, hee would garnish with 
goodly gids, and restore all the holy vessels with many more, «nd 
out of his owne revenew defray the charges belonging to the sacri- 
fices: yea, and that also hee would become a lew himselfe, and 
goe through all the world tliat was inhabited, and declare the 
power of God. But for all this his paines would not cease: for 
the iust iudgement of God was come upon him : therfore despair- 
ing of his health, he wrote unto the lewes the letter underwritten, 
containing the forme of a supplication, after this maner. Antiochus 
king and governour, to the good lewes his Citizens, wisheth much 
ioy, health, and prosperity. If ye, and your children fare well, 
and your affaires be to your contentment, I give very great thankes 
to God, having my hope in heaven. As for mee 1 was wcakc, or 
else I would have remembred kindly your honour, and good will. 
Returning out of Persia, and being taken with a grievous disease, 
I thought it necessary to care for the common safety of all : not 
distrusting mine health, but having great hope to escape this 
sicknes. But considering that even my father, at what time he 
led an armie into the hie countries, appointed a successor, to the 
end, that if any thing fell out contrary to expectation, or if any 
tidings were brought that were grievous, they of the land knowing 
to whom the state was left, might not be troubled. Againe con- 
sidering, how that the princes that are borderers, and neighbors 
unto my kingdome, waxte for opportunities, and expect what 
shalbe the event, I have appointed my sonne Antiochus king, 
whom 1 often committed, and commended unto many of you, when 
I went up into the high provinces, to whom I have written as 
followeth. Therefore I pray, and request you to remember the 
benefits that I have done unto you generally, and in special!, and 
that every man will be still faithfull to me, and my sonne. For I 
am perswaded that hee understanding my minde, will favourably 
and graciously yeeld to your desires. Thus the murtherer, and 
blasphemer having suffered most grievously, as he entreated other 
men, so died he a miserable death in a strange countrey in the 
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mountainea, And Philip that was brought up with him, cnried CHAP1 
away his body, who also fearing the son of Antiochua, went into IX 



Egypt to Ptolomeus Philometor. 



N° 



CHAPTER X 
yOW Maccabeus, and his company, the Lord guiding them, ludu reeovar 
recovered the Temple, and the citie. But the altars, ethibe (SWj 
ich the heathen had built in the open street, and also ^^ ^"mpbL ' 
the Chappels they pulled downc. And having cleansed the i 

Temple, they made another Altar, and striking stones, they tooke ■ 

fire out of them, and offered a sacrifice after two yeeres, and set 
forth incense, and lights, and Shewbread. When that was done, 
they fell flat downe, and besought the Lord that they might come 
no more into such troubles : but if they sinned any more against 
him, that he himselfe would chasten them with mercie, and that 
they might not bee delivered unto the blasphemous, and barbarous 
nations. Now upon the same day that the strangers prophaned 
the Temple, on the very same day it w;is cleansed againe, even the 
five and twentieth day of the same moneth, which is Cusleu. And 
they kept eight dayes with gladnes as in the feast of the Taber- 
nacles, remembring that not long afore they had helde the feast 
of the Tabernacles, when as they wandered in the mountaines and 
dennes, like beasts. Therefore they hare branches, and faire 
boughes and palmes also, and sang Psalmes unto him, that had 
given them good successe in clensing his place. They ordeined 
also by a common statute, and decree, That every yeere those 
dayes should be kept of the whole nation of the lewes. And this 
was the ende of Antiochus called Epiph:ines. Now will wee 
declare the acts of Antiochus Eupator, who was the sanne of this 
wicked man, gathering briefly the calamities of the warres. So 
when he was come to the crowne, he set one Lysias over the affaires 
of his Itealmc, and [appointed him] chiefe govemour of Coelosyria 
and Phenice. For Ptolomeus that was called Macron, chosing 
rather to doe iustice unto the lewes, for the wrong that hod 
bene done unto them, endevoured to continue peace with them. 
Whereupon being accused of [the kings] friends, before Eupator, 
and called traitor at every word, because he had left Cyprus that 
Philometor had committed unto him, and departed to Antiochus 
Epiphanes ; and seeing that hee was in no honorable place, he 
was so discouraged, that he poysoned himselfe and died. But Gorgi 
when Gorgias was govemour of the holds, hee hired souldiers, and ""oJ* 
nourished warre continually with the lewes : and therewithall the 
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CHAPTER Idumeans having gotten into their handes the most commodious 

X holdea, kept the lewes occupied^ and receiving those that were 

banished from lerusalem, they went about to nourish warre. Then 

IndM winaetli they that were with Maccabeus made supphcation, and besought 



God, that he would be their helper, and 
upon the strong holds of thi 



1 they n 



>v'ith violei 



ig them 
strongly, they wanne the holds, and kept off all that fought upon 
the wall, and slew all that fell into their hands, and killed no fewer 
then twentie thousand. And because certaine (who were ao lease 
then nine thousand) were fled together into two very strong castles, 
having all maner of things convenient to sustaine the siege, Mac- 
cabeus left Simon, and Joseph, and Zaccheus also, and them that 
were with him, who were enow to besiege them, and departed 
himselfe unto those places, which more needed his helpe. Now 
they that were with Simon, being led with covetousnes, were per- 
swaded for money (through certaine of those that were in the 
castle) and tooke seventie thousand draehnies, and let some of 
them escape. But when it was told Maccabeus what was done, 
hee called the governours of the people together, and accused 
those men, that they had sold their brethren for money, and set 
their enemies free to fight against them. So he slew those that 
were found traitors, and immediatly tooke the two castles. And 
having good successe with his weapons in nil things hee tooke ui 
hand, hee slew in the two holdes, more then twentie thousand. 
Now Timotheus whom the lewes had overcome before, when he 
had gathered a great multitude of forraine forces, and horses out 
of Asia not a few, came as though hee would take lewrie by force 
of armes. But when hee drew neere, they that were with Mac- 
cabeus, turned tliemselves to pray unto God, and sprinckled earth 
upon their heads, and girded their loynes with sackcloth, and fell 
downe at tile foot of the Altar, and besought him to be mercifuli 
to them, and to be an enemie to their enemies, and an adversarie 
to their adversaries, as the Law declareth. So after the prayer, 
they tooke their weapons, and went on further from the city : and 
when they drew neere to their enemies, they kept by themselves. 
Now the Sunne being newly risen, they ioyned both together ; the 
one part having, together with their vertue, their refuge also unto 
the Lord, for a pledge of their successe and victorie : the other 
side making their rage leader of their battell. But when the 
battaile waxed strong, there appeared unto the enemies irom 
heaven, five comely men upon horses, with bridles of golde, and 
two of them ledde the lewes, and tooke Maccabeus betwixt them, 
and covered him on every side with their weapons, and kept him 
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safe, but shot arrowes anil lightenings aguinst the enemies : so CHAPl^B 
that being confounded with blindnesse, and full of trouble, they X 

were killed. And there were slaine [of footemen] twentie thousand 
and five hundred, and sine hundred horsemen. As for Timotheus 
hiniselfe, hee fled into a very strong holde, called Gazara, where 
Chereas was govemour. But they that were with Maccabeus, laid 
siege against the fortresse eouragiously foure dayes. And they that 
were within, trusting to the strength of the place, blasphemed 
exceedingly, and uttered wicked words. Neverthelesse, upon the Gazusli 
fifth day early, twentie yong men of Maccabeus company, inflamed I^jf'Vi,"' 
with anger because of the blasphemies, assaulted the wall manly, ti^ne. 
and with a fierce courage killed all that they met withall. Others 
likewise ascending after them, whiles they were busied with them 
that were within, burnt the towres, and kindling fires, burnt the 
blasphemers alive, and others broke open the gates, and having 
received in the rest of the army, tooke the city, and killed Timo- 
theus that was hidde in a certaine pit, and Chereas his brother, 
with Apollophanes. When this was done, they praised the Lord 
with Psalmes and thankesgiving, who had done so great things for 
Israel, and given them the victory. 

CHAPTER XI 

NOT long after this, Lysias the kings protectour and cousin, 
who also managed the affaires, tooke sore displeasure for 
the things that were done. And when he had gathered 
about fourescore thousand, with all the horsemen, he came against 
the lewes, thinking to make the citie an habitation of the Gentiles, 
and to make a gaine of the Temple, as of the other Chappels of Lyiiu Ihi&k- 
the heathen, and to set the high Priesthood to sale every yeere : l**?^?*' 
Not at all considering the power of God, but puffed up with his ' 

teu thousand footmen, and his thousand horsemen, and his foure- 
score Elephants. So he came to ludea, and drew neere to Beth- 
sura, which was a strong town, but distant from lerusalem about 
five furlongs, and he laid sore siege unto it. Now when they that 
were with Maccabeus heard that he besieged the holdes, they and 
all the people with lamentation and teares besought the Lord, that 
he would send a good Angel to deliver Israel. Then Maccabeus 
himselfe first of all tooke weapons, exhorting the other, that 
they would ieopard themselves together with him, to helpe their 
brethren : so they went forth together with a willing minde. And u put w flight 
as they were at lerusalem, there appeared before them on horse- 
backe, one in white clothing, shaking his armour of gold. Then 
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CHAPTER they praised the merciful! God altogether, and tooke heart, inso- ) 
XI much that they were ready not onely to fight with men, but with 

most eruell beasts, and to pierce through wals of yron. Thus they 
marched forward in their armour, having an helper from heaven ; 
for the Lord was mercifull unto them. And giving a charge upon 
their enemies like Lions, they slew eleven thousand footmen, and 
sixteene hundred horsemen, and put all the other to flight. Many 
of them also being wounded, escaped naked, and Lyaias bimselfe 
fled away shamefully, and so escaped. Who as hee was a roan of 
understanding, casting with himselfe what losse he had had, and 
considering that the Hebrewes could not be overcome, because the 
Almighty God helped them, he sent unto them, and perswaded 
them to agree to all reasonable conditions, and [promised] that bee 
would perswade the king, that he must needs be a friend unto 
them. Then Maccabeus consented to all that Lysias desired, being 
carefull of the common good ; and whatsoever Maccabeus wrote 
unto Lysias concerning the lewes, the king granted it. For there 
were letters written unto the lewes from Lysias, to this effect : 
Lysias unto the people of the lewes, sendeth greeting. lohn and 
Absaton, who were sent from you, delivered me the jietition sub- 
scribed, and made request for the performance of the contents 
thereof. Therefore what things soever were meet to be reported 
to the king, 1 have declared them, and he hath granted as much 
as might be. If then you wil keepe your selves loyall to the state, 
hereafter also will I endevour to be a meaaes of your good. But 
of the particulars I have given order, both to these, and the other 
that came from me, to commune with you. Fare ye wel. The 
hundred and eight and fortie yeere, the foure and twentie day of 
the moneth Dioscoriuthius. Now the kings letter conteined these 
words. King Antiochus unto his brother Lysias sendeth greeting. 
Since our father is translated unto the gotis, our will is, that they 
that are in our realme live quietly, that every one may attend upon 
his own atTaires. Wee understand also that the lewes would not 
consent to our father for to bee brought unto the custorae of the 
Gentiles, but had rather keepe their owne manner of living : for 
the which cause they require of us that we should suffer them to 
live after their own lawes. Wherefore our mind is, that this 
nation shall be in rest, and we have determined to restore them 
their Temple, that they may live according to the customes of 
their forefathers. Thou shalt doe well therefore to send unto 
them, and grant them peace, that when they are certified of our 
mind, they may be of good comfort, and ever goe cheerefully about 
their owne afi'aires. And the letter of the king unto the nation of 
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the lewes was after this mnner : King Antiochus sendeth greeting 
unto the counsel, and the rest of the lewes. If ye fare well, we 
have our desire, we are also in good health. Menelaus declared 
unto us, that your desire was to retume home, and to follow your 
owne businesse. Wherefore they that will depart shall have safe 
conduct, till the thirtieth day of Xanthicus with securitie. And 
the lewes shat use their owne kind of meats, and lawes, as before, 
and none of them any maner of wayes shal be molested for things 
igDorantly done. I have sent also Menelaus, that he may com- 
fort you. Fare ye wel. In the hundred, forty and eight yeere, 
and the fifteenth day of the moneth Xanthicus. The Romanes o 
also sent unto them a letter containing these wordes : Quintus ^ 
Memmius, and Titus Manlius embassadours of the Romanes, send 
greeting unto the people of the lewes. Whatsoever Lysias the 
kings cousin hath granted, therewith we also are well pleased. 
But touching such things as hee iudged to be referred to the king : 
after you have advised therof, send one forthwith, that we may 
declare as it is convenient for you ; for we are now going to 
Antioch. Therefore send some with speed, that we may know 
what is your mind. Farewell, this hundred and eight and fortie 
yeere, the fifteenth day of the moneth Xanthicus. 



CHAPTER XII 

WHEN these Covenants were made, Lysias went unto the The Kings 
king, and the lewes were about their husbandrie. But '"o"""*"" 
of the governours of several places, Timotheu.s, and™"""'*" 
Apollnnius the sonne of Genneus, also Hieronyraus, and Demophon, 
and besides them Nicantir the governor of Cyprus would not suffer 
them to be quiet, and live in peace. The men of loppe also did They of loppa I 
such an ungodly deed : they prayed the lewes that dwelt among L™'J^*r 
them, to goe with their wives, and children into the boats which 
they had prepared, as though they had meant them no hurt. Who 
accepted of it according to the common decree of the citie, as 
being desirous to live in peace, and suspecting nothing ; but when 
they were gone forth into the deepe, they drowned no lesse then 
two hundred of them. When ludas heard of this crueltie done 
unto his countrey men, he commanded those that were with him 
[to make them ready,] And calling upon God the righteous iudge, luduii 
he came against those murtherers of his brethren, and burnt the ivenged 
haven by night, and set the boats on fire, and those that fled "P"" *''^ 
thither, he slew. And when the towne was shut up, he went 
backward, as if he would retume to root out all them of the citie 
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CHAPTER of loppe. But when he heard that the lamnites were minded to 

XII doe in Hke maner unto the lewes that dwelt among them, he came 

upon the lamnites also by night, and set fire oQ the haven, and 

the navy, so that the Hght of the dre was scene at lerusalem, two 

hundred and fortie furlopgs off. Now when they were gone from 

thence nine furlongs in their ioumey toward Timotheus, no fewer 

then five thousand men on foote, and five hundred horse men of 

Hoe msketh the Arabians, set upon him. Whereupon there was a very sore 

gf^'^th battel); but ludas side by the helpe of God got the victoiy, so 

^^ that the Nomades of Arabia being overcome, besought ludas for 

peace, promising hoth to give him cattell, and to pleasure him 

otherwise. Then ludas thinking indeede that they would be 

profitable in many things, granted them peace, wherupon thej 

shooke hands, and so they departed to their tents. Hee went also 

about to make a bridge to a certaine strong citie, which was fenced 

about with walles, and inhabited by people of divers countries, and 

the name of it was Caspis. But they that were within it put such 

trust in the strength of the walles, and provision of victuals, that 

they behaved themselves rudely towards them that were with 

ludas, railing, and blaspheming, and uttering such words, as were 

not to be spoken. Wherefore ludas with his company, calling 

upon the great Lord of the world (who without any rammes, or 

engines of warre did cast downe lericho in the time of Iosub) gave 

«n<i takeih a fierce assault against the walles, anil tooke the citie by the will 

Cftspi". dj- Qod, and made unspeakeahle slaughters, insomuch that a lake 

two furlongs broad, neere adioiuing thereunto, being filled ful, was 

seen running with blood. Then departed they from thence seven 

hundred and fifty furlongs, and came to Charaea unto the lewes 

that are called Tubieni. But as for Timotheus they found him not 

in the places, for before hee had dispatched any thing, he departed 

from thence, having left a very strong garrison in a certaine hold : 

howheit, Oositheus,and Sosi pater, who were of Maccabeus captaines, 

went forth, and slew those that Timotheus had left in the fortresse, 

above tenne thousand men. And Maccabeus ranged his armie by 

bands, and set them over the bands, and went against Timotheus, 

wbo had about him an hundred and twentie thousand men of 

foote, and two thousand, and five hundred horsemen. Nowe when 

Timotheus had knowledge of ludas commiug, he sent the women 

and children, and the other baggage unto a fortresse called Camion 

(for the towne was hard to besiege and uncasie to come unto, by 

TintotbeoB reason of the straitnesse of all the places.) But when ludas his 

Brrnies over- first band came in sight, the enemies (being smitten with feare, 

t rowen. ^^^ terrour through the appearing of him that seeth all things) 
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fled amaine, one running this way, another that way, so as that 
they were often hurt of their owne men, and wounded with the 
points of their owne swords. ludas also was very earnest in pursuing 
them, killing those wicked wretches, of whom he slew nbout thirtie 
thousand men. Moreover, Timotheus himselfe fell into the hands 
of Dositheus, and Sosipater, whom he besought with much craft 
to let him goe with his life, because hee had many of the lewes 
parents, and the brethren of some of them, who, if they put him 
to death, should not be regarded. So when hee had assured them 
with many words, that hee would restore them without hurt ac- 
cording to the agreement, they let him goe for the saving of their 
bretlireu. Then Maccabeus marched forth to Camion, and to the 
Temple of Atargatis,* and there he slew five and twenty thousand 
persons. And after he had put to flight, and destroyed them, ludas 
remooved the hoste towards Ephron, a strong citie, wherin Lysias 
abode, and a great multitude of divers nations, and the strong yong 
men kept the wals, and defended them mightily ; wherin also was 
great provision of engines, and darts. But when ludas and his 
company had called upon Almighty God (who with his power 
breaketh the strength of his enemies) they wanne the citie, and 
slew twentie and five thousand of them that were within. From 
thence they departed to Scythopolis, which lieth sixe hundreth 
furlongs from Jerusalem. But when the lewes that dwelt there 
had testified that the Scytbopolitans dealt lovingly with them, and 
entreated them kindely in the time of their adversitie : they gave 
them thankes, desiring them to be friendly stil unto them, and so 
they came to lerusaJem, the feast of the weekes approehing. And 
after the feast called Pentecost, they went foorth against Gorgias 
the govemour of Idumea, who came out with three thousand men 
of foot, and foure hundred horsemen. And it happened that in 
their fighting together, a few of the lewes were slaine. At which 
time Dositheus one of IJaccnors company, who was on horsbacke, 
and a strong man, was still upon Gorgias, and taking hold of his 
coate, drew him by force, and when he would have taken that 
cursed man alive, a horseman of Thracia comming upon him, smote 
off his shoulder, so that Gorgias fled unto Marisa. Now when they 
that were with Gorgias had fought long and were wearie, ludas 
called upon the Lord that he would shew himsetfe to be their 
helper, and leader of the battel!. And with that he beganne in 
his owne language, and sung Psalmes with a lowd voyce, and 
rushing unawares upon Gorgias men, he put them to flight. So 
ludas gathered his host, and came into the city of Odollam. And 
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when the seventh day came, they purified themselves (as tht 
cuatome was) and kept the Sabbath in the same place. And upon 
the (lay following as the use had bene, ludos and bis company cnme 
to take up the bodies of them that were alaine, and to bury them 
with their kinsmen, in their fathers graves. Now under the coats 
of every one that was slaine, they found things consecrated to tlic 
idoles of the lamiiites, which is forbidden the lewes by the Law. 
Then every man saw that thJB was the cause wherefore they were 
slaine. All men therefore praising the Lord the righteous ludge, 
who bad opened the things that were hid, betooke themselves unto 
praier, and besought liim that the sinne committed, might wholy 
bee put out of remembrance. Besides, that noble ludas exhorted 
the people to keep themselves from sinne, forsomuch as they saw 
before their eyes the things that came to passe, for the sinne of 
those that were slaine. And when he had made a gathering 
throughout the company, to the sum of two thousand drachmes 
of silver, bee sent it to lerusalem to offer a sinne offering, doing 
therein very well, and honestly, in that he was mindfull of the 
resurrection. (For if he had not hoped that they that were slaine 
should have risen agaiue, it had bin superfluous and vaine, to pray 
for the dead.) And lUso in that he perceived that there was great 
favour layed up for those that died godly. (It was an holy, and 
good thought) wherupon be made a reconciliation for the dead, 
that they might be delivered from sinne. 

CHAPTER Xni 

IN the hundreth forty and ninth yere it was told ludaa that 
Antiochus Eupator was comming with a great power into 
ludea ; and with him Lysias his protector, and ruler of his 
affaires, having either of them a Grecian |M)wer of footemen.an 
hundred and ten thousand, and horsmen five thousajid, and three 
hundred, and Elephants two and twenty, and three hundred charets 
armed with hooks. Menelaus also ioyned himself with them, and 
with great dissimulation encouraged Antiochus, not for the safe- 
gard of the countrey, but because hee thought to have bin made 
govemour. But the Kiun; of kings mooved Antiochus minde against 
this wicked wretch, and Lysias enfornied the king, that thi 
was the cause of all mischiefe, so that the king commanded to 
bring him unto Berea, and to put him to death, as the maner ia 
in that place. Now there was in that place a towre of fifty cubitei 
high full of ashes, and it had a round instrument which on ertij 
side hanged down into the ashes. And whosoever was condemned 
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of sacriledge, or had committed any other grievous crime, there CHAPTER 
did all men thrust him unto death. Such a death it happened XIII 

that wicked man to die, not having so much as buriall in the earth, 
and that most iustly. For inasmuch as he had committed many 
siniies about the altar whose fire and ashes were holy, hee received 
his death in ashes. Now the king came with a barbarous and 
hautie mind, to do far worse to the lewes then had beene done 
in his fathers time. Which things when ludas perceived, hec 
commanded the multitude to call upoo the Lord night and day, 
that if ever at any other time, he would now also helpe them, 
being at the point to be put from their Law, from their country, 
and from the holy Temple : and that hee would not suffer the 
people, that had even now been but a little refreshed, to be in 
subiection to the blasphemous nationB. So when they had all 
done this together, and besought the mercifull Lord with weeping, 
and fasting, and lying flat upon the ground three daies long, 
ludas having enhorted them, commanded they should be in a 
readinesse. And ludas being apart with the Elders, determined 
before the kings host should enter into ludea and get the city, 
to goe foorih and try the matter [in fight] by the helpe of the 
Lord. So when he had committed [all] to the Creator of the 
world, and exhorted his souldiera to (ignt manfully, even unto 
death, for the Lawes, the Temple, the city, the country, and the 
common -wealth, he camped by Modin. And having given the ladubj night 
watchword to them that were about him. Victory is of God ; with «l»yett many, 
the most valiant and choice yong men, he went in into the kings 
tent by night, and slewe in the campe about foure thousand men, 
and the chiefest of the Elephants, with all that were upon him. 
And at last they filled the campe with feare and tumult, and 
departed with good succesae. This was done in the breake of the 
day, because the protection of the Lord did helpe him. Now Eupaiora f 
when the king had taken a taste of the manlinesse of the lewes, po«iiiil«featfii. 
hee went about to take the holds by policie, and marched townnls 
Bethsura, which was a strong hold of the lews, but he was put to 
flight, foiled, and lost of his men. For ludas had conveyed unto 
them that were in it, such things as were necessary. But RhodocuB 
who was in the lewes hoste, disclosed the secrets to the enemies, 
therefore he was sought out, and when they had gotten him, they 
put him in prison. The king treated with them in Bethsura the 
second time, gave his hand, tooke theirs, departed, fought with 
ludas, was overcome: heard that Phihp who was left over the affaires Hemalrath 
in Aniioch was desperately bent, confounded, intreated the lewes, P"** *"'' 
submitted himselfe, and Bware to all equal conditions, agreed with ^^ 
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them, and offred sacrifice, honoured the Temple, and dealt kindly 
with the place, and accepted well of Maccabeus, mode him 
principall governor from Ptolemais unto the Gerrhenians, came 
to Ptolemais, the people there were grieved for the covenants : 
for they stormed because they would make their covenants voide, 
Lysias went up to the iudgement seat, said as much as could be in 
defence of the cause, perswaded, pacified, mailc them well affected, 
returned to Antiocli. Thus it went touching the kings comming 
and departing. 

CHAPTER XIIII 
FTER three yeres was ludas enformed that DemetriuB the 

le countrey. 
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Sonne of Seteucus having entred by the hf 
i great power and navie, had takt 
and killed Antiochus, and Lysias his protectour. 1 
who had beene hie Priest, and had defiled hin 
the times of their mingling (with the Gentiles) s 
mcanes hee could save himselfe, nor have any mo 
holy Altar, came to king Demetrius in the hundreth and one and 
fiftieth yeere, presenting unto him a crowne of golde,and a palme, 
and also of the boughes which were used solemnly in the Temple : 
and so that day he helde his peace. Howbeit having gotten oppor- 
tunity to further his foolish enterprise, [and] being called into 
counsel by Demetrius, and asked how the lewes stood affected, 
and what they intended, he answered therunto ; Those of the 
lewes that bee called Asideans (whose captaine is ludas Maccabeus) 
nourish warre, and are seditious, and wdl not let the realme be 
in peace. Therfore I being deprived of mine ancestors honor 
(I meane the hie Priesthood) am now come hither. First verily 
for the unfained care I have of things pertaining to the king, and 
secondly, even for that I intend the good of mine owne countrey 
men : for all our nation is in no small misery, through the un- 
advised dealing of them aforesaid. Wherefore, O king, seeing 
thou knowest all these things, bee carefull for the countrey, and 
our nation, which is pressed on every side, according to the 
clemency that thou readily shewest unto all. For as long as 
ludas liveth, it is not possible that the slate should be quiet. 
This was no sooner spoken of him, but others of the kings friendi 
being malitiously set against ludas, did more incense Demetrius. 
And foorthwith calling Nicanor, who had bene master of the 
Elephants, and making him govemour over Iiidca, he sent him 
forth, commanding him to slay ludas, and to scatter them that 
were with him, and to make Alcimus high priest of the great 
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Temple. Then the heathen that had fled out of ludea from ludas, CUAPTBl 
came to Nicauor by flocks, thinking the harm and calamities of Xllll ■ 

the lewes, to t>e their weU-fare. Now when the lewes heard of i 

Nicanors comming, and that the heathen were up against them, f 

they t^ast earth upon their heads, and made Bupphcation to him J 

that had stablished his people for ever, and who alwayes helpetb ■ 

his portion with manifestation of his presence. So at the com- H 

mandement of the captaine, they remooved straightwayes from | 

thence, and came neere unto them, at the towne of Dessaro. 
Now Simon, ludas brother, had ioyned battell with Kicanor, but 
was somewhat discomfited, through the suddaine silence of his 
enemies. Neverthelesse Nicanor hearing of the manlinesse of NioutarmakeU 
them that were with ludas, and the courageousnes that they had f^^ *"'' - 
to fight for their countrey, durst not try the matter by the sword. 
Wherefore he sent Posidonius, and Theodotus, and Mattalhias to 
make peace. So when they had taken long advisement there- 
upon, and the captaine had made the multitude acquainted there- 
with, and it appeared that they were all of one minde, they 
consented to the covenants, and appointed a day to meet in 
together by themselves, and when the day came, and stooles were 
set for either of them, ludas placed armed men ready in con- 
venient places, lest some treachery should bee suddenly practised 
by the enemies ; so they made a peaceable conference. Now 
Nicanor abode in lerusalem, and did no hurt, but sent away the 
people that came flocking unto him. And hee would not willingly 
have ludas out of his sight: for hee loved the man from his heart. 
He praied him also to take a wife, and to beget children : so he 
marled, was quiet, and tooke part of this life. But Alcimus per- 
ceiving the love that was betwixt them, and considering the cove- 
nants that were made, came to Demetrius, and tolde him that 
Nicanor was not well afl'ected towards the state, for that he had 
ordained ludas, a traitor to his realnie, to be the kings successour. 
Then the king being in a rage, and provoked with the accusations 
of the most wicked man, wrote to Nicanor, signifying that he was 
much displeased with the covenants, and commaunding him that 
hee should send Maccabeus prisoner in all haste unto Antioch. 
When this came to Nicanors hearing, he was much confounded in 
himselfe, and tooke it grievously, that hee should make voyd the 
articles which were agreed upon, the man being in no fault. But 
because there was no dealing against the king, hee watched his 
time to accomplish this thing by pollicie. Notwithstanding when 
Maccabeus saw that Nicanor began to bee churlish unto him, and 
that he entreated him more roughly then he was wont, perceiving 
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that such sowre behaviour c 
oat a few of his men, and 
the other knowing that he was notably prevented by ludas polieie, 
came into the great and holy Temple, and commanded the Priestea 
that were offering their usual sacrilices, to deliver him the man. 
And when they sware that they could not tel where the man was, 
whom he sought, hee stretched out his right hand toward the 
Temple, and made an oath in this maner: If you wil not deliver 
me ludas as a prisoner, 1 will lay this Temple of God even with 
the ground, and I will breake downe the Altar, and erect a notable 
temple unto Bacchus. After these words he departed ; then the 
Priests lift up their handes towards heaven, and besought him that 
was ever a defender of their nation, saying in this maner: Thou, 
O Lord of all things, who hast neede ol nothing, wast pleased 
that the Temple of thine habitation should be among us. There- 
fore now, O holy Lord of all holinesse, keepe this house ever 
undefileil, which lately was cleansed, and stop every unrighteous 
mouth. Now was there accused unto Nicanor, one Razis, one of 
the Elders of lerusalem, a lover of his countrey men, and a man of 
very good report, who for his kindnesse was called a father of the 
lewes. For in the former times, when ihey mingled not them- 
selves with the Gentiles, he had bin accused of ludaisme, and did 
boldly ieopard his body and life with al vehemency for the religion 
of the lewes. So Nicanor willing to declare the hale that he bare 
unto the lewes, sent above five hundred men of wnr to take him. 
For he thought by taking him to do [the lewes] much hurt. Now 
when the multitude would have taken the towre, and violently 
broken into the utter doore, and bade that fire should be brought 
to bume it, he being ready to be taken on every side, fell upon 
his sword, chusing rather to die manfully, then to come into the 
hands of the wicked to be abused otherwise then beseemed his 
noble birth. But missing his stroke through baste, the multitude 
also rushing within the doores, he ran boldly up to the wall, and 
cast himaelfe downe manfully among the thickest of them. But 
they quickly giving backe, and a space being made, he fell downe 
into the midst of the void place. Neverthelesse while there was 
yet breath within him, being inflamed with anger, he rose up, 
and though his bloml gushed out like spouts of water, and hia 
wounds were grievous, yet hee ranne through the midst of the 
throng, and standing upon a steepe rocke, when .is his blood was 
row quite gone, hee pluckt out his bowels, and taking them in 
both his hands, hee cast them upon the throng, and calling upon 
the Lord of life and spirit to restore him those againe, he thus died. ■ 
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BUT Nicanor heariog that ludas and his company were in the 
1 strong places about Samaria, resolved without any danger 
to set upon them on the sabbath day. Nevertheles, the 
lewes that were com)>eiled to go with him, said, O destroy not bo 
cruelly .ind barbarously but give honour to that day, which he that 
aeeth all things, hath honoured with holinesse above [other dayes.j 
Then this moat ungracious wretch demanded, if there were a 
mightie one in heaven that had commanded the Sabbath day to 
be kept. And when they said. There is in heaven a living Lord, 
and mightie, who commanded the seventh day to be kept, then Niesnnra 
said the other. And I also am mightie upon earth, and ! command lilMpliemie 
to take armes, and to do the kings busines : yet he obtcined not 
to have his wicked wil done. So Nicanor in exceeding pride and 
haughtinease, determined to set up a publike monument of his 
victorie over ludas, and them that were with him. But Maccabeus 
had ever sure confidence that the Lord would heipe him. Wher- Indu idool 
fore he exhorted his people not to feare the comming of t'^*' J*"i.^'^J^ 
heathen agminst them, but to remember the heIpe which in former 
times they had received from heaven, and now to expect the victory, 
and aid which should come unto them from the Almightie. And so 
comforting them out of the law, and the prophets, and witfaall 
putting them in mind of the battels that they won afore, he made 
them more cheerefull. And when he had stirred up their minds, he 
gave them their charge, shewing them thercwithall the falshood of 
the heathen, and the breach of othes. Thus he armed every one 
of them not so much with defence of shields and speares, as with 
comfortable and good words: and besides that, he tolde them a 
dreanic worthy to be beleeved, as if it had bin so indeed, which 
did not a lltle reioyce them. And this was his vision : that Onias, 
who had bin high Priest, a vertuous, jind a good man, reverend in 
conversation, gentle in condition, well spoken also, and exercised 
from a child in all points of vertue, holding up his hands, prayed 
for the whole bodie of the lewes. This done, in like maner there 
appeared n man with gray haires, and exceeding glorious, who was 
of a wonderfull and excellent mnieslie. Then Onias answered, 
saying, This is n lover of the brethren, who prayeth much for the 
I)eople, and for the holy citie, (to wit) lereraias the prophet of 
God. Whereupon leremias, holding forth his right hand, gave to 
ludas .1 sword of gold, and in giving it spake thus ; Take this holy 
sword a gift from God, with the which thou xhalt wound the 
adversaries. ThtM being well comforted by the wonls of ludaa, 
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which were very good, and abie to stirre them up to valour, and 
to encourage the hearts of tlie yong mtu, they detemiDed not to 
pitch canipe, but couragiously to set upon them, and manfully to 
trie the matter by conflict, becuuse the citie, and the Sanctuarie, 
and the Temple were in danger. For the care that they tooke 
for their wives, and their children, their brethren, and kinsfalkes, 
was in least account with them : but the greatest, and princi- 
pal! feare, was for the holy Temple. Also they that were in the 
citie, tooke not the least care, being troubled for the conflict 
abroad. And now when as all looked what should bee the trial], 
and the enemies were already come neere, and the army was set 
in aray, and the beasts conveniently placed, and the horsemen set 
in wings : Maccabeus seeing the comming of the multitude, and 
the divers preparations of armour, and the Gercenesse of the beasts, 
stretched out his hands towards heaven, and called upon the Lord, 
that worketh wonders, knowing that victorie commeth not by 
armes, but even as it seemeth good to him, he giveth it to such 
as are worthy : therefore in his prayer he said after this maner : 
O Lord, thou diddest send thine Angel in the time of Ezekias 
king of ludea, and diddest slay in the host of Sennacherib, an 
hundred, fourescore, and five thousand. Wherfore now also O 
Lord of heaven, send a good Angel before us, for a feare, and 
dread unto them. And through the might of thine arme, let 
those bee stricken with terror, that come against thy holy people 
to blaspheme. And he ended thus. Then Nicanor, and they that 
were with him came forward with trumpets, and songs. But 
ludas, and his company encountred the enemies with invocation, 
and prayer. So that fighting with their hands, and praying unto 
God with their hearts, they slew no lesse then thirty and five 
thousand men : for through the appearance of God, they were 
greatly cheered. Now when the battell was done, returning 
againe with ioy, they knew that Nicanor lay dead in his hamesse. 
Then they made a great shout, and a noise, praising the Almighty 
in their owne language : and ludas, who was ever the chiefe 
defender of the citizens both in body, and minde, and who con- 
tinued his love towards his countrymen all his life, commanded 
to strike off Nicanors head, and his hand, with his shoulder, and 
bring them to lerusalem. So when he was there, and had called 
them of his nation together, and set the priests before the altar, 
he sent for them that were of the Towre^ and shewed them vile 
Nicanors head, and the hand of that blasphemer, which with proud 
brags he had stretched out against Uie holy Temple of the 
Almightie. And when he had cut out the tongue of that ungodly 
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Nicanor, he commanded that they should give it by pieces unto CHAPl 
the foules, and hang up the reward of his madnesse before the "" 

Temple. So every man praised towards the heaven the glorious 
Lord, saying Blessed be hee that hath kept his owne place unde- 
filed. He hanged also Nicanors head upon the Towre, an evident, 
and manifest signe unto all, of the heipe of the L.ord. And they 
ordained all with a common decree, in no case to let that day 
passe without solemnitie ; but to celebrate the thirteenth day of 
the twelfth moneth, which in the Syrian tongue is called Adar, 
the day before Mardocheus day. Thus went it with Nicanor, and 
from that time forth, the Hebrewes had the citie in their power : 
and heere will 1 make an end. And if I have done well, and as 
is fitting the story, it is that which 1 desired : but if slenderly, 
and meanly, it is that which I could attaine unto. For as it is 
hurtfull to drinke wine, or water alone ; and as wine mingled with 
water is pleasant, and delighteth the tast : even so speech 
finely framed, delighteth the eares of them that read 
the storie. And heere shall be an end. 
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